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The Chestnut Hill Reservoir Historic District i sone of thenpst inmportant resources included
in this nomnation, both for itshistorical associations and thequality of i tsarchitecture.
The Chestnut Hill facility was built during thefirst phase i ntheevolutionof metropolitan
Boston's water system (1825-70). | twas thefirst major inprovement tothesystemafter com

pletion of theCochituate Aqueduct (Area A) i n 1848, and served as themajor distribution
source for thesystem for over a century from themd-ninteenth tothemd-twentieth century..
The district i ssignificant because i t represents water supply and distribution technology of
e ; thelast half of the 19thcentury, because of theoutstanding architectural qualities of its.
varied architect designed buildings, and because of it scentral role i ndevelopnent of the
metropolitan Boston water supply system The district possesses integrity of location, design
setting, materials, workmanship and association; i t nmeets criteria A and C of the N

ARHTECTURL. SGNHCANE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in tenns of
other areas wthin the connunity.

The Chestnut Hill Reservoir conplex i slocated i nSrighton, a heavil;'- develoned residential
nei ghborhood. ne structure, the Sudbury Term nal Chanber (213-3), i slocated i n Newton.
Opposite thereservoir i sthe campus of Boston College. The reservoir provides a park-like
open area for thesurraunding connunity.
The Chestnut Hill Reservoir Area presents a remarkable collection of municipal water related
architecture from 1S68 to 190D representir-g a nxinber of different architectural styles, tyres
of structures, and representative buildingsof almost all the 19th century agencies involved'
in water power. The conplex covers approximately 135 acres and consists of thereservoir :
basin (S13-9) and driveway, three -atehouses (z,3-", E13-7; _i;i3-3) on thereservoir bank,
a connection chanber (313-6), theoudbury Term nal Chanber (i313-5) ar.d two pumoing stations,
one for lovl service (E13-3) and theother for high service (.%;i3%). Additional structures

¢ 4 garage (E13-11), and a non-contributingpipeyard with four storage sheds (E13-10).
The co-npe-: v;as designed i n a nunber of different architectural styles, i.e. Richardsonian
escomanesque, Beaux Arts and Cl assical Revival, by different architects, i.e. Arthur Vinal (conti:

HISTORICAL SGNIFICANCE  Explain historical importance of area axd how the area relates to the
devdopmant of other areas of the community.
Chestnut Hill Reser™oir viasconstructed i n1865t o 1870 as a*“surplemental distribution reservoir
to theCochituate Aqueduct's (Af-*-0 Brookline Reservoir (A2— ?"nd served' as t he ngjor
distribution for themetropolitanv/ater systeminto themd-twentieth century. Chestnut Hill
Reserboir v/ias constructed by t heCity of Boston's Vater Board and was thefirst .najor inprovene
to thesytem .after conpl-t*io-i of the Cohcituate Agqueduct (Al--') i nl-S*. | n1S78 conpletion of
the Sudbury Acueduct (35-1; orought an additional supply of water tothereservoir throughthe
Sudbury Term nal Chanber (313-3). By 1884 Henry Wghtr.an, Water Board engineer, urged the boarr
to seriously consider thepressiag need for extension of thehigh service distribution system
because of t heincreased nunber of towns i nthesystem and therefore increased popul ation.
Finally a punmping station at Chestnut Hill P3-7) was built i naddition tothesmaller, but
hi gher (i nconparison to Chestnut Hill Reservoir) Fisher Hill Reservoir (lo-10). The high
service punping station, designed by Arthur Vinal, Boston City -Architect from 88" tol888, was
conpleted i n188? and included three steam engines includir,g a triple expansion Leavitt engine
(now a National Historic Mechanical Zngineering Landnark). A fourth ermine, which necessitated
an addition tothestructure was added i n1S98. This additional engine, was theresult of the
takeover, by theMetropolitan Water Board, of theCity of Boston's water facilities. 1 n1898
« the Board began a nuch needed expansion plan throughout thecity which at Chestnut Hill,
resulted i ntheconstructi onof expanded high service facilities; constructionof a three engine
elow service station (313-3); and t henecessary gatehouses needed t oprovide water from reservoir
"topunpi-gstations. By the 1930s upon conpletion of thecitytunjiel, Chestnut H Il andit:
_pum ping stations began to be phased out and the Lawence Basinwas filledin and soldto Bost
Col I ege. Today the entire comlexis out of servicebut ke-Dt inthereadywt'- m odern vu:n-oir
Bl BLI QRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES engines for emergencies.

"eanual Arrerica;; 'e.'ater'-zorks, |39C.
“‘etro'fo.litan k™t Ar Board Ar "2 A 1IP0I oM "
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Viheelv/right and Haven, and Sriepley, Rutanand . qjjH~= is visually cohesive as well a=
appeal i ng.

The reservoir, (\3_13_’-.9)|,’tmpio_\./iisulalwfipAqa|“ApAqi‘ nt of the, qoanIex,m\{/asvp nsprusted, fror. 156" to 1o7
to suppler.ent the Coch.ituate Aqueduct's (..1-7) water supply vihich was crav/in from the Brook-
l|ne &e ervoir ---:. Using anaturally occurring basin, the reservoir Wa constructed in
vio separatee cy a dam 2ne v/icnrern oasm named ‘the Lavrence Basin after the ovrr.er

of the lajid, A~os A Lawence vias filled in the 19308 andthe damdenolished but the reservoir
still contains the viallcway anddrive around it andthe Intermediate Gatehouse (El5-c) built
from 1808t o 1870. Agranite, rectangular structure v/iith a gable rocf, arched or”eningsand

a brac]:e:”ed cornice, the gatehcrjse originally connected the twobasins of the reservoir and
the Cochituate Aqueduct (Af-”; v:hich runs beneath the reservoir.

The Sfflusnt Gatehouse p (313-7) andP (315-2) are onthe banl:s of the reservoir. Gate-
house p', near the Cleveland Circle endof the reservoir, comleted from 1869t 0 1S/C dates

from the original Wnstr,\ucnon %the %&f{,volvjjj as dﬂﬁc?jthﬁuf niengedi-al e Gatehouseapdis
also rectangular, of granite construction v/ith a gable roof andarched openin.gs. Th|5v tv/o
level structure is an elegant classical building. On the street side of'the buildin® can be
seen i"s sucstantial foundation andtwoflights of granite steps which lead t othe actual
ratehouse. This gatehou.se contained the main control gates for the reservoir andRr-"c |

the Sudbury Term nal Chamber (313-5),
1fluent Gatehouse 2™ the Beacon Stree siae of the reservoir, va corrpl eted in 19CC t o

1901 and designed by '.."heelv.'right and Haven, then Boston City architect.- |t was constructed
ranite in a clasdi(cal revival style. The small rectangular bU||d|n has synmetricall -
arranged arched v/indov/s and doors, a fanli.ght, and a hipned roof v.-ith bronze cheneau. The

structure vias built tosuDDV o -t tothe low andhigh service punping stations directlv aero:

aeacon QT reet.

A

t:

v/il

Brothers of Boston. The structure vias constructed t ohold,a gate ch-anber used t otaice v/ater
fromthe Cochituate Agqueduct (Al-") tothe Chestnut Hill”"oervice 2umpr,g Station (313-%).

The Sudbury Aqueduct Term nal Chanber (313-5), located on Beacon Street”on the west sidecf
the reservoir is actually in Nev/iton. Conpleted in 1878, it vias the termnus of the Sudbury
Agueduct v/hich vias used t osupply the viater for the Chestnut Hill Reservoir. Although
constructed of gray granite like the gatehouses this buildir*g vas a departure from those
restrained classical revival buildings initsgeometric massing of main block andwr*~s and-
mul tiple hipped roofs andits definitive Frank Furness influence.

As part of an expansion plan for viater service the High Service PumoinmStation (--15-4) wes
completed in | S3S. Located on Beacon Street on the southern side of the reservoir, this""
exuberant Structure v-s designed by *-thur Vinal, Boston City architect, in a carefully scaled
and detailed Riciiardsonian Romanesque style and constructed of sand colored granite wAAh brov/n
standstone trim. The building: * constructed t ohouse th*ee lar-e steam engines, is 2/}i stories",
vliith gabled roofs, a gabled projecting entrance pavilion anda hir>ned roof tov*. | n iP-cMa""
adcition vias added t othe west end of the building t oacconmodate” a fou-f-: st-a*- .r,-.-ne." "n-
addition, designed t olook virtually the same as the original structure, was designed by
v.'heelv.rright and Haven, Boston City architect, after Arthur vinal's tenure.

staple to Inventory form at bottoin
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The Low Service lhinping Station (313-3) is located on Beacon Street onthe south side of tiie
reservoir adjacent t othe High Service Punping Station (313-4). It vas built in 1789-1901
and designed by Shepl ey, Rutan and Coolidge in the Beaux Arts style. Thebuilding isa
restrained vihite limestone structure, equal inscale tothe Victorian High Service Station
but providing a justaposition of style andmaterial between the tv.'o structuresthat balance;.-
and complenents the monunentalit.y of both.

"A~NNNOA conpl ex, include a non-contributing pi pe yard
(..]'i3'"-0) north d" the lov," service building v;hich contains four v.-ood framed stucco st:-ucturc. -i

y arranged toform c courtyard facing west which is blacktoppod for parking. Located between
lov.r MW NP service is agarage (:;13-11) built of Roxbury puddingstor.c dating fror
[t i ¢ one-stcry building, three bays v/iide, with brick, segmental arche.c- over al i

openi ngs.
As Chestnut H |l Reservoir war; focal -noi nt foi ntn an| tirent Loy
distrib"i*tion for the mMr-or-"dita-i Boston area, sois th;-reservoir ad its.surct.rd-'~-~
buildings a focal -ooint for the architecture of ;-."ater tr-ohnolo'-;". Chestnut kill IT, an
excellent, intact exaan-nle of water related nundci-pal structuresin avid" r-"n-e of stvles
that v'cak v;cll to---et: "chitectu.-".illy as well as technolo"ic.a?uly.

fiiXp-

Pa“yHir  jlrrhine, Ar.erioan Society of Mechanical Fnginoers, 109-5

raviings of Lov; Ser'.'ice Punping Station, 1898: Gates at Cher.tn-jt Hill, ["9-?

to High Service Panping Station, 189S, al lin «ase 19, | DCoffices, Somerset

VERBAL BONDARY DESCR PTI ON AND JUSTI FI CATION  »

The boundary is shown inred onthe attached twomaps: Chestnut Hill Reservoir and G ounds,
CGeneral Plan, Metropolitan Water Works, Februray, 1905, rev. 1944, 1946 (changes since that
time are noted). Scale: 1" = 100

The boundaries have been drawn t oinclude only the reservoir, enbankment and associ ated
buildings. For the most part, the boundaries remain well within the confines of the sur-
rounding streets. The exceptions occur at the southeastern edge where the boundary crosses
Beacon Street t oinclude buildings #13-3, 4, 6, 10, 11 which back upt othe tracks of the
MBTA The other instance occurs at the southwestern edge of the district where the boundary
again crosses Beacon Street t oinclude the Sudbury Aqueduct Term nal Chanber (13-5). This
last building is functionally associated with both the Sudbury Aqueduct (Area B and Chestnut
Hill. |t has been included with Chestnut Hill because of its*trong visual connections.

Pl ease refer t oOverview, Section 7: Reservoirs,* and Section 8, pp. 4-5 and 7-9 for
additional information.

Staple tolnventory form at bottOm
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