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MDO ' TRA, MASS. ' 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
The Chestnut H i l l Reservoir Historic D i s t r i c t i s one of the most important resources included 
in t h i s nomination, both for i t s h i s t o r i c a l associations and the quality of i t s architecture. 
The Chestnut H i l l f a c i l i t y was b u i l t during the f i r s t phase i n the evolution of metropolitan 
Boston's water system (1825-70). I t was the f i r s t major improvement to the system after com­
pletion of the Cochituate Aqueduct (Area A) i n 1848, and served as the major d i s t r i b u t i o n 
source for the system for over a century from the mid-ninteenth to the mid-twentieth century.. 
The d i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t because i t represents water supply and d i s t r i b u t i o n technology of 

• ; the last half of the 19th century, because of the outstanding architectural q u a l i t i e s of i t s . 
varied architect designed buildings, and because of i t s central role in development of the 
metropolitan Boston water supply system. The d i s t r i c t possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design 
setting, materials, workmanship and association; i t meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in tenns of 
other areas within the conmunity. 
The Chestnut H i l l Reservoir complex i s located i n Srighton, a heavil;'- develoned r e s i d e n t i a l ' 
neighborhood. One structure, the Sudbury Terminal Chamber (213-3), i s located i n Newton. 
Opposite the reservoir i s the campus of Boston College. The reservoir provides a park-like 
open area f o r the surraunding conmunity. 
The Chestnut H i l l Reservoir Area presents a remarkable c o l l e c t i o n of municipal water related 
architecture from lS68 to I9OO representir-g a nximber of d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles, tyres 
of structures, and representative buildings of almost a l l the 19th century agencies involved' 
i n water power. The complex covers approximately 135 acres and consists of the reservoir , 
basin (S13-9) and driveway, three -atehouses (z,^3-^', E13-7; _i;i3-3) on the reservoir bank, 
a connection chamber (313-6), the oudbury Terminal Chamber (i313-5) ar.d two pum-oing stations, 
one f o r lov/ service (E13-3) and the other f o r high service (.^:;i3-^). Additional structures 

•' 4. garage (E13-11), and a non-contributing pipeyard with four storage sheds (E13-10). 
The co.-nple:-: v;as designed i n a number of d i f f e r e n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l styles, i . e . Richardsonian 
••comanesque, Beaux Arts and Classical Revival, by d i f f e r e n t architects, i . e . Arthur Vinal (conti: 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the 
development of other areas of the community. 
Chestnut H i l l Reser^'oir v/as constructed i n 1865 to 187O as a^^surplemental d i s t r i b u t i o n reservoir 
to the Cochituate Aqueduct's (Af-*-0 Brookline Reservoir (A2—'?^nd served'as the major 
d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the metropolitan v/ater system into the mid-twentieth century. Chestnut H i l l 
Reserboir v/as constructed by the City of Boston's V/ater Board and was the f i r s t .major improveme 
to the sytem .after compl-t^io-i of the Cohcituate Aqueduct (A1--') i n l-Si^o. I n IS78 completion of 
the Sudbury Acueduct (35-1; orought an additional supply of water to the reservoir through the 
Sudbury Terminal Chamber (313-3). By l884 Henry Wightr.an, Water Board engineer, urged the boarr 
to seriously consider the pressiag need for extension of the high service d i s t r i b u t i o n system 
because of the increased number of towns i n the system and therefore increased population. 
Final l y a pumping s t a t i o n at Chestnut H i l l P 3 - ^ ) was b u i l t i n addition to the smaller, but 
higher ( i n comparison to Chestnut H i l l Reservoir) Fisher H i l l Reservoir ( l o - I O ) . The high 
service pumping s t a t i o n , designed by Arthur Vinal, Boston City -Architect from l88^ to I888, was 
completed i n 188? and included three steam engines includir„g a t r i p l e expansion Leavitt engine 
(now a National Historic Mechanical Zngineering Landnark). A fourth ermine, which necessitated 
an addition to the structure was added i n 1S98. This additional engine, was the result of the 
takeover, by the Metropolitan Water Board, of the City of Boston's water f a c i l i t i e s . In 1898 

• the Board began a much needed expansion plan throughout the c i t y which at Chestnut H i l l , 
resulted i n the construction of expanded high service f a c i l i t i e s ; construction of a three engine 

• low service s t a t i o n (313-3); and the necessary gatehouses needed to provide water from reservoir 
'to pumpi-g stations. By the 1930s upon completion of the city tunjiel, Chestnut .Hill and its 
_ pum.ping stations began to be phased out and the Lawrence Basin was filled in and sold to Boston 
College. Today the entire comnlex is out of service but ke-Dt in the ready wit'- m.odern vu:n-oin-

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES engines for em.ergencies. 
'•anual .\rrerica:: '•.'ater'-zorks, l39C. 
''etro'^o.litan k^t^r Board .\r_"';,?l ^ 1P01^ '̂]o '̂'] ' , 
Ile t r o r o l i t a n 'a.ter and 7e'.-.'era''-- -n-Mal ?e"wr*"?, 1 ̂ 02-1 
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;ooli "I -i H -̂  = i s v i s u a l l y cohesive as well a= 

AR'CHIT3CTUR.A1 SIGl'IFICAIJCE: i 
V/heelv/right and Haven, and Sriepley, Rutan and 
appealing. 
The reservoir (313-9), thovisual f o c a l point of the co.mnlex, v/as constructed fror. l56^ to 1o7C' 

/n from the Brook-
v/as constructed i n 

. ^ \ - - . I , w.i-. . - . . . ^ ^ . i ^ ^ ^ j . . ^ ^ ^ . . . ^ ^ ^ . i . ^ .L' j •jjj.c:,-., v.ti:a uu:i.r'LI Uv. L'.-'1 

to suppler.ent . the Coch.ituate Aqueduct's (..1-̂ ) water supply v/hich was crav/i 
l i n e Reservoir (A2---;. Using a nat u r a l l y occurring basin, the reservoir v/a£ 
tv/o -Darts separatee, cy a dam. 2ne v/cnrern oasm, named the Lavrence Basin a f t e r the ov.rr.er 
of_ the lajid, A-os A. Lawrence v;as f i l l e d i n the I93O3 and the dam demolished but the reservoir 
s t i l l contains the v/allcway and drive around i t and the Intermediate Gatehouse (El5-c) b u i l t 
from 1808 to 1870. A granite, rectangular structure v/ith a gable rocf, arched or^enings and 
a brac]:e:^ed cornice, the gatehcrjse o r i g i n a l l y connected the two basins of the reservoir and 
the Cochituate Aqueduct (Af-^; v:hich runs beneath the reservoir. 
The Sfflusnt Gatehouse p (3 13-7) and P (315-2) are on the banl:s of the reservoir. Gate­
house p ' , near the Cleveland Circle end of the reservoir, comnleted from 1869 to 1S7C, dates 
from the o r i g i n a l construction of the reservoir, as does the intermediate Gatehouse and is 

; tv/o 
,̂ can be 

seen i^s sucstantial foundation and two f l i g h t s of granite steps which lead to the actual 
ratehouse. This gatehou.se contained the main control gates for the reservoir and R r-^tc 
the Sudbury Terminal Chamber (313-5), 

_ — w-...--„̂  v̂ ĵ. i CO-.;, .•vjj.j. , uucij Luf xnuemeaaate uatenouse ar 
also rectangular, of granite construction v/ith a gable roof and arched openin.gs. This 
l e v e l structure i s an elegant classical building. On the street side of'the b u i l d i n -

l o r 

.1.1 fluent Gatehouse ''-2 ^^%n the Beacon Stree 
1901 and designed by '..'heelv.'right and Haven, then Bos 

siae of the reservoir, v/as completed in I9OC to 
ton City architect.- I t was constructed 

l a s s i c a l r e v i v a l s t y l e . The sm.all rectangular b u i l d i n - has synmetricall-
arranged arched v/indov/s and doors, a fanli.ght, and a hipned roof v.-ith bronze cheneau. The 
structure v/as b u i l t to SU-DDIV 

ranite i n a clas3i( 

wat 
:reet. 

;r to the low and high service pumping stations d i r e c t l v aero; 
aeacon OT 
A 
t : 
v/il 
Brothers of Boston. The structure v/as constructed to hold,a gate ch-amber used to taice v/ater 
from the Cochituate Aqueduct (A1-^) to the Chestnut Hill^oervice ?um.pir„g Station (313-^). 
The Sudbury Aqueduct Terminal Chamber (313-5), located on Beacon Street^on the west side cf 
the reservoir i s a c t u a l l y i n Nev/ton. Completed i n 1878, i t v/as the terminus of the Sudbury 
Aqueduct v/hich v/as used to supply the v/ater f o r the Chestnut H i l l Reservoir. Although 
constructed of gray granite l i k e the gatehouses t h i s buildir^g v/as a departure from those 
restrained classical r e v i v a l buildings i n i t s geometric massing of main block and wir^~s and-
multiple hipped roofs and i t s d e f i n i t i v e Frank Furness influence. 
As part of an expansion plan for v/ater service the High Service Pum-oinm Station (--15-4) was 
com.pleted i n lS3S. Located on Beacon Street on the southern side of the reservoir, t h i s " " 
exuberant Structure v.-as designed by ^-thur Vinal, Boston City a r c h i t e c t , i n a carefully scaled 
and detailed Riciiardsonian Romanesque style and constructed of sand colored granite wiAAh brov/n 
standstone t r i m . The building: ^ constructed to house th^ee lar-e steam engines, i s 2/}i stories", 
v/ith gabled roofs, a gabled projecting entrance p a v i l i o n and a'hir>-ned roof tov^-. In iP-c^'a-""' 
adcition v/as added to the west end of the building to accommodate" a fou-f-: st-a^-- .r,-.-ne." ̂ n--
addition, designed to look v i r t u a l l y the same as the o r i g i n a l structure, was designed by 
v.'heelv.rright and Haven, Boston City a r c h i t e c t , a f t e r Arthur vinal's tenure. 

s t a p l e to Inventory form at bottoin 
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The Low Service Ihimping Station (313-3) i s located on Beacon Street on the south side of tiie 
reservoir adjacent to the High Service Pumping Station (313-4). I t v;as b u i l t i n 1^89-1901 
and designed by Shepley,Rutan and Coolidge i n the Beaux Arts s t y l e . The building i s a 
restrained v/hite limestone structure, equal i n scale to the Victorian High Service Station 
but providing a justaposition of s t y l e and material between the tv.'o structures that balance;.-
and com.plements the m.onumentalit.y of both. 

' 'A~^^^°A' ' complex, include a non-contributing pipe yard 
(..]'i3-''-0) north o"" the lov,' service building v;hich contains four v.-ood framed stucco st:-ucturc.-i 

y arranged to form c courtyard facing west which i s blacktoppod for parking. Located between 
'̂•̂ ^̂  ^ i P service i s a garage (:;13-11) b u i l t of Roxbury puddingstor.c dating fr o r 

It i c one-stcry building, three bays v/ide, w i th brick, segmental arche.c- over a l i 
lov.r 

openings. 
As Chestnut Hill Reservoir war: focal -noint foi ntn an:l tirent '.*.'>-f-o-y* . 

distrib'i^tion f o r the m-:̂ tr-o-r-̂ -olita--i Boston area, so i s th;- reservoir a.':d i t s .surrc-t.r di-'~,~ 
buildings a focal -ooint f o r the architecture of ;-.'ater tr-ohnolo'-;". Chestnut k i l l IT, an 
excellent, i n t a c t exaan-nle of water related mundci-pal structures i n a v/id-" r-̂ n'-e of stvles 

"chitectu.-^.illy as we l l as technolo"ic.a?uly. that v.'crk v ;c l l to---et: 

f i i X p -

P-ar-̂ r-ir jlrr^ine, Ar.erioan Society of Mechanical Fnginoers, 109-5 

rav/ings of Lov; Ser'.'ice Pu.mping Station, 1898: Gates at Cher.tn-jt H i l l , l"9-? 
to High Service Pamping Station, 189S, a l l i n «ase 19, IDC o f f i c e s , Somerset 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION • 
The boundary i s shown i n red on the attached two maps: Chestnut H i l l Reservoir and Grounds, 
General Plan, Metropolitan Water Works, Februray, 1905; rev. 1944, 1946 (changes since that 
time are noted). Scale: 1" = 100' 
The boundaries have been drawn to include only the reservoir, embankment and associated 
buildings. For the most part, the boundaries remain well within the confines of the sur­
rounding streets. The exceptions occur at the southeastern edge where the boundary crosses 
Beacon Street to include buildings #13-3, 4, 6, 10, 11 which back up to the tracks of the 
MBTA. The other instance occurs at the southwestern edge of the d i s t r i c t where the boundary 
again crosses Beacon Street to include the Sudbury Aqueduct Terminal Chamber (13-5). This 
last building i s functionally associated with both the Sudbury Aqueduct (Area B) and Chestnut 
H i l l . I t has been included with Chestnut H i l l because of i t s ^ t r o n g visual connections. 

Please refer to Overview, Section 7: Reservoirs,* and Section 8, pp. 4-5 and 7-9 for 
additional information. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott 
om 
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