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AHTEZWRU S GNHGCANEof area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures). ,, ~ 0y w

The Flint Mills conplex, which includes 1883 and 1909 granitemills and five granite
.auxiliary buildings, i snotable for itsmnumentality, wuniformityof materials,
"‘and intact quality, as well as itssiting on theQequechan River adjacent to the
Vérapanoag Mi Il and promnently visible from Interstate 195. The original 1872

Flint Mill, designed by D H Dyer, was a wide structurei nthe"English style,"
measuring 300" X 94' rather than theusual 72'-75. | twas described as being

5 stories high with a flat roof and finely proportioned tower. Wen the mill

was rebuilt after ,amajor fire of 1882, thetower was omtted but t hew de plan

was retained. The larger proportion of windowtowall surface and the T-cross

sash arrangement i scharacteristic of this later date. The principal architectural
embel lishment i sa central wall gable with wood trim and an i nset brownstone panel
and t hewood block letters "FLINT MLLS 1872, 1883." The building also has sinmple
5-story, flat-roofed stair towers at each corner which reflect advances i nfire code
regul ations. The second mill, 300" X 105', i salso 5 stories and it seven |arger

HSTRCAL SAGNHCANE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it,
and howit affected conmunity; be specific).

Flint Mills was established i n1872 during a two-year period of extraordinarily .YNi
rapi d expansion of thecity's manufacturing enterprises. Naned for its first

president, John D Flint, theconpany was |ocated i ntheeastern section of the ;<
city near South Pond and spurred devel opment of t hearea still known as Flint Village.
Originally capitalized at $500,000, thenew firm constructed a handsonme granite mill
with a capacity of 42,192 spindles and 992 lorans, used for t hemanufacture of 64" X 64"
print cloth. The machinery was driven by a double Corliss engine of 650 horse power,

with water supplied from a streamvia a canal. The conpany also built 42 tenenents
for operatives. The 1872 mill was conpletely destroyed by fire i n1882 but was
rebuilt thefollowing year. A second granite m |l was erected i n1909, bringing

the peak capacity t o sone 107,300 spindles during t hesecond decade of t he 20th
century. The firmwas liquidated i n1930 and t hebuildings arepresently used for
garment and |ight industrial manufacturing.
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ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ( Conti nuati on) LAY

Wndows reflect 20th century stylistic evolution. Theconplex also includesthe
1883 engi ne house and pi cker hoUse, 1872 boiler house, a 1909 engi ne house and a
TN NNV 1ostory office of cut and finishedgranite blocks.
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The' Flint Mlls surviv 3Sas amjor exanple of monumental granite mll construction;

It was built as part of anextraordinary period of industrial expansion inthe 1870s’
and sparked devel oped of angjor residential neighborhood which was naned after

the mll. The property neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register.
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