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ARCHITECrUR/U. SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). ,, ~ , , ,, 

The F l i n t M i l l s complex, which includes 1883 and 1909 granite m i l l s and f i v e granite 
. a u x i l i a r y buildings, i s notable f o r i t s monumentality, uniformity of materials, 
' and i n t a c t q u a l i t y , as well as i t s s i t i n g on the Quequechan River adjacent t o the 
Warapanoag M i l l and prominently v i s i b l e from Inte r s t a t e 195. The o r i g i n a l 1872 
F l i n t M i l l , designed by D. H. Dyer, was a wide structure i n the "English s t y l e , " 
measuring 300' X 94' rather than the usual 72'-75'. I t was described as being 
5 stories high with a f l a t roof and f i n e l y proportioned tower. When the m i l l 
was r e b u i l t a f t e r ,a major f i r e of 1882, the tower was omitted but the wide plan 
was retained. The larger proportion of window to wa l l surface and the T-cross 
sash arrangement i s characteristic of t h i s l a t e r date. The p r i n c i p a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
embellishment i s a central w a l l gable with wood t r i m and an inset brownstone panel 
and the wood block l e t t e r s "FLINT MILLS 1872, 1883." The build i n g also has simple 
5-story, f l a t - r o o f e d s t a i r towers at each corner which r e f l e c t advances i n f i r e code 
regulations. The second m i l l , 300' X 105', i s also 5 stories and i t s even larger 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). . 
F l i n t M i l l s was established i n 1872 during a two-year period of e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y ."Y-^;i-' 
rapid expansion of the c i t y ' s manufacturing enterprises. Named f o r i t s f i r s t 
president, John D. F l i n t , the company was located i n the eastern section of the : < 
c i t y near South Pond and spurred development of the area s t i l l known as F l i n t V i l l a g e . 
O r i g i n a l l y c a p i t a l i z e d at $500,000, the new f i r m constructed a handsome granite m i l l 
with a capacity of 42,192 spindles and 992 lorans, used f o r the manufacture of 64" X 64" 
p r i n t c l o t h . The machinery was driven by a double Corliss engine of 650 horse power, 
with water supplied from a stream via a canal. The company also b u i l t 42 tenements 
for operatives. The 1872 m i l l was completely destroyed by f i r e i n 1882 but was 
r e b u i l t the following year. A second granite m i l l was erected i n 1909, bringing 
the peak capacity t o some 107,300 spindles during the second decade of the 20th 
century. The f i r m was liquidated i n 1930 and the buildings are presently used f o r 
garment and l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l manufacturing. 
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Indicate each item on inventoiy fom which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) .'.'-.''{ ,.'A^. Y 

Windows reflect 20th century s t y l i s t i c evolution. The complex also includes the 
1883 engine house and picker hoUse, 1872 boiler house, a 1909 engine house and a 

'̂ ^̂ .̂ '̂ ^̂ ^ 1-story office of cut and finished granite blocks. 

^ A A '''A^'^''^''' •:̂ ''-''Y''A--A'- ' --—-^>™-^^ 
The'Flint Mills surviv 3S as a major example of monumental granite mill construction; 
i t was b u i l t as part of an extraordinary period of industrial expansion in the 1870s' 
and sparked developed of a major residential neighborhood which was named after 
the m i l l . The property meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register. 
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