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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Arlington House Is a Greek r e v i v a l structure composed of a large two-story central 
section flanked by two one-story wings. The long axis of the house runs north-
south; the front facade faces Washington, D.C, to the east across the Potomac 
River, The house was b u i l t by George Washington Parke Custis, foster son of 
George Washington, on an 1100-acre tract inherited from his father, John Parke 
Custis, 

Construction began i n 1803 on the one-story north wing which, with a matching 
south wing constructed In 1804, would frame the two-story central section com­
pleted about 1817-18. I t i s believed that George Hadfield, second architect of 
the Capitol and designer of the Washington City H a l l , was architect of Arlington 
Hous e. 

The house i s constructed of l o c a l l y made brick with the exterior stuccoed and 
scribed to simulate ashlar stonework. O r i g i n a l l y the rear (west) facade of the 
central section was not stuccoed; i t was so treated by the Army i n the l a t e 19th 
century. Sometime before the 1860s the stucco was marbelized, as shown i n 1864 
C i v i l War photographs. I t was again marbellzed during the 1967 and 1974 repaint­
ing of the house. 

The most prominent feature of the house i s the large (16' by 52*) portico across 
the central section, formed by eight large stuccoed and marbellzed brick Doric 
columns supporting a massive pediment. Adding to the impression of grandeur are 
the recessed arched windows on the front and sides of the flanking wings. 

Centered under the portico i s a large double door opening on a central h a l l which 
bisects the house and i s terminated at the rear with another pair of large doable 
doors. The central h a l l i s flanked by two large rooms. That on the north i s 
divided by three open arches separating the family parlor i n the front from the 
dining room at the rear. The room on the south, the "White Parlor," was not com­
pleted u n t i l 1855 under the di r e c t i o n of the Lees. Among I t s outstanding features 
are two matching mantelpieces carved with an oak leaf design and purchased for 
the room by Lee. 

The room adjacent to the White Parlor i n the south wing was used as a forroal 
dining room and l a t e r as a painting studio for George Washington Parke Custis. 
Following his death i t was used as a workroom and painting studio by Mrs. Lee, 
who called i t her morning room. Immediately south of thi s room at the end of 
the wing i s a smaller room used as an o f f i c e by G.W.P. Custis and R.E. Lee. The 
large double connecting doors are surmounted by a fanlight. A door on i t s west 
wal l gives access to the west-facing conservatory and through i t to the grounds. 
Lacking a fire p l a c e , the o f f i c e was heated by a stove. The conservatory, located 
along the west elevation of the south wing at ground l e v e l , i s about four feet 
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DESCRIBE TH E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {I F KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Arlington House is a Greek revival structure composed of a large two-story central 
section flanked by two one-story wi ngs. The long axis of the house runs north­
south ; the front facade faces Washington, D.C . , to the east across the Potomac 
River . The house was built by George Washington Parke Custis , foster son of 
George Washington, on an 1100-acre tract inherited from his father , John Parke 
Custis. 

Construction began in 1803 on the one- story north wing which, with a matching 
south wing constructed in 1804, would frame the two- s t ory central section com­
pleted about 1817-18. It is believed that George Hadfield, second architect of 
the Capitol and designer of the Washington City Hal l, was architect of Arlington 
House. 

The house is constructed of l ocally made brick with the exterior stuccoed and 
scribed t o simul ate ashlar stonework. Originally the rear (west) facade of the 
central section was not stuccoed ; it was so treated by the Army in the late 19th 
century . Sometime before the 1860s the stucco was mar belized , as shown in 1864 
Civil War photographs. It was again marbelized during the 1967 and 1974 repaint­
ing of the house . 

The most prominent feature of the house is the large (16' by 52 ' ) portico across 
the central sect ion, formed by eight large stuccoed and marbelized brick Doric 
columns supporting a massive pediment . Adding to the impression of grandeur are 
the recessed arched windows on the front and sides of the flanking wings . 

Centered under the portico is a large double door opening on a central hall which 
bisects the house and is terminated at the rear with another pair of large doable 
doors . The central hall is flanked by two lar ge Fooms. That on the north is 
divided by three open arches separating the family parlor in the front from the 
dining room at the rear . The room on the south, the "White Parlor , " was not com­
pleted until 1855 under the direction of t he Lees. Among its outstanding fea t ures 
are two matching mantelpieces carved with an oak leaf design and purchased for 
the room by Lee. 

The room adjacent to the White Parlor in the south wing was used as a formal 
dining room and later as a pai nting studio for George Washington Parke Custis . 
Following his death it was used as a workroom and painting studio by Mrs. Lee , 
who called i t her morning room. Immediately south of this room at the end of 
the wing is a smaller room used as an office by G.W.P . Custis and R.E . Lee. The 
large double connecting doors are surmounted by a fanlight. A door on its west 
wall gives access to the west-facing conservatory and through it to the gFounds . 
Lacking a fireplace, the office was heated by a stove . The conservatory, located 
along the west elevation of the sou th wing at ground level, is about four feet 

(continued) 
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lower than the l e v e l of the adjacent rooms. I t has "glazed walls" consisting of 
four large arched windows on the west facade and windows and a glazed door on the 
south. 

Along the west side of the central portion and the north wing i s a series of h a l l s , 
service areas, and a pantry. From this area the main s t a i r s and a rear s t a i r as­
cend to the second f l o o r . At the juncture of these h a l l s and the main central 
h a l l , adjacent to the foot of the main s t a i r s , are three frescoes i n the area 
above the arches around the intersecting walls. These hunting and other animal 
scenes are attributed to G.W.P. Custis. 

In the north wing along the west side i s the pantry and a stairway to the base­
ment. In the northeast corner of the wing i s a schoolroom, which may have been 
Mrs. Lee's room as a c h i l d . Next to i t on the east facade i s the bedroom of her 
parents. Between this bedroom and the family parlor i s a guest room. The Custis 
bedroom and the guest room are accessible by an inner h a l l running from the 
schoolroom to the family parlor. 

Di r e c t l y below the Custis bedroom and accessible by the pantry s t a i r s i s a large 
winter kitchen with a large central f i r e p l a c e . The f i r e p l a c e divides the kitchen 
into two areas, with the rear portion being used as a laundry. Adjacent to the 
kitchen and d i r e c t l y under the pantry i s a large open corridor providing access 
to the outside through two doors and to a wine c e l l a r adjacent to the kitchen. 

The main staircase i s t y p i c a l of those of c l a s s i c r e v i v a l houses In that i t s 
location was de-emphasized by placing i t s l i g h t l y off the central h a l l . The 
second floor to which i t ascends also has a central h a l l opening to rooms on 
either side. The Lee bedroom i s immediately adjacent to the s t a i r s on the south 
side; a small dressing room adjoins i t over the s t a i r s i n the southwest corner. 
The southeastern room on the floor i s a bedroom used by the Lee boys. The Lee 
daughters occupied the two bedrooms on the north side of the h a l l , containing 
marble mantelpieces of a p l a i n design. The younger g i r l s used a STnall connecting 
room at the rear for dressing and play. 

Many of the present Arlington House furnishings are o r i g i n a l to or h i s t o r i c a l l y 
associated with the property during i t s occupancy by the Custis and Lee families. 
Sign i f i c a n t items include furniture, paintings, ceramics, glassware, s i l v e r , books, 
and t e x t i l e s i n use i n the house prior to 1861. Such objects, i n d i v i d u a l l y iden­
t i f i e d i n the Arlington House museum catalog, are considered integral to the 
property for purposes ofthe National Register. The acquisition of o r i g i n a l 
furnishings i s an ongoing project and w i l l continue as pieces become available. 
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lower than the level of the adjacent rooms . It has "glazed walls" consisting of 
four large arched windows on the west facade and windows and a glazed door on the 
south. 

Along the west side of the central portion and the north wing is a series of halls , 
service· areas, and a pantry. From this area the main stairs and a rear stair as­
cend to the second floor. At the juncture of these halls and the main central 
hall, adjacent to the foot of the main stairs , are three frescoes in the area 
above the arches around the intersecting walls. These hunting and other animal 
scenes are attributed to G.W. P . Custis . 

In the north wing along the west side is the pantry and a stairway to the base­
ment . In the northeast corner of the wing is a schoolroom, which may have been 
Mrs . Lee ' s room as a child . Next to it on the east facade is the bedroom of her 
parents. Between this bedroom and the family parlor is a guest room . The Cus t is 
bedroom and the guest room are accessibl e by an inner hall running from the 
schoolroom to the family parlor. 

Directly below the Custis bedroom and accessible by the pantry stairs is a large 
winter kitchen with a large central fireplace . The fireplace divides the kitchen 
into two areas, with the rear portion being used as a laundry . Adjacent to the 
kitchen and directly under the pantry is a large open corridor providing access 
to the outside t hr ough two doors and to a wine cellar adjacent to the kitchen . 

The main staircase is typical of those of classic revival houses in that its 
location was de-emphasized by placing it slightly off the central hall~ The 
second f l oor to which it ascends also has a central hall opening to rooms on 
either side. The Lee bedroom is immediately adjacent to the stairs on the south 
side ; a small dressing room adjoins it over the s t airs in the southwest corner . 
The southeastern room on the floor i s a bedroom used by the Lee boys . The Lee 
daughters occupied the two bedrooms on the north side of the hall, containing 
marble mantelpieces of a plain design. The younger girls used a small connecting 
room at the rear for dressing and play. 

Many of the present Arlington House furnishings are original to or historically 
associated with the property during its occupancy by the Custis and Lee families. 
Significant items include furniture, paintings , ceramics, glasswar e, silver, books, 
and textiles in use in the house prior to 1861 . Such objects, individually iden­
tified in the Arlington House museum catalog, are considered integral to the 
property for purposes of the National Register. The acquisition of original 
furnishings is an ongoing project and will continue as pieces become available . 

(continued) 
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Two outbuildings contemporary with the construction of the main house l i e perpen­
dicular to the long axis of the house on the west near the ends of the wings. 
The north building housed the summer kitchen and contained slave quarters; i t 
i s now adapted as a sales f a c i l i t y . The south building, a storeroom, smoke room, 
and slave quarters, has been h i s t o r i c a l l y refurnished. Both buildings are brick 
on 40' by 20' stone foundations and are stuccoed i n rough texture. The nonconnect-
ing rooms i n each structure are reached by three evenly spaced doors facing a 
central court or drive. Windows at the rear of each room except the smoke room 
provide natural l i g h t . P i l a s t e r s and arches decorate the gable ends of the two 
buildings. 

Two other structures on the property postdate 1861 and thus do not contribute 
to i t s l e g i s l a t i v e l y defined significance as a memorial to Robert E. Lee. Some 
200 feet from the north end of the mansion i s a two-story brick building b u i l t 
by the Army i n the 1880s as a potting house for Arlington National Cemetery. I t 
measures 22' by 32' and i s topped by a hipped roof with ornamented ridge l i n e 
and small gabled vents on each side. Brick p i l a s t e r s are at the corners and 
divide the two bays on the short sides and the three bays on the long sides; 
they support a brick modillion cornice. Segmental arches cap the windows and 
doors. The building currently serves as a small park museum. Just north of 
the north outbuilding described above i s a 19' by 21' rest room building con­
structed by the Army i n 1925. I t s stuccoed brick exterior and gabled roof 
with white trim a r t i c u l a t i n g the pediment mimic the h i s t o r i c outbuildings. 

During the l i f e t i m e of G.W.P. Custis, a large portion of Arlington was maintained 
as a gentleman's country estate. Most of i t s acreage comprised "The Park," a 
v i r g i n woodland of ancient oaks and groves of walnut, chestnut, and elm trees 
extending from the Georgetown and Alexandria Hoad along the r i v e r to the western 
edge 4f the estate. Most of t h i s land i s now within Arlington National Ceme­
tery and the George Washington Memorial Parkway. During the Lees' residency, 
the carriage drive to the mansion came up along the south and eastern edge of the 
flower garden south of the house and across the front of the house. This approach 
from behind and beside the garden i s now maintained by Arlington National Cemetery 
and used as a footpath. 
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Two outbuildings contemporary with the construction of the main house lie perpen­
dicular to the long axis of the house on the west near the ends of the wings . 
The north building housed the summer kitchen and contained slave quarters; it 
is now adapted as a sales facility. The south building, a storeroom, smoke r oom, 
and slave quarters , has been historically refurnished. Both buildings are brick 
on 40 ' by 20 ' stone foundations and are stuccoed in rough texture. The nonconnect­
ing rooms in each structur e are reached by three evenly spaced doors facing a 
central court or drive. Windows at the rear of each room except the smoke room 
provide natural light . Pilasters and arches decorate the gable ends of the two 
buildings. 

Two other structures on the property postdate 1861 and thus do not contribute 
to its legislatively defined significance as a memor ial to Robert E. Lee. Some 
200 feet from the north end of the mansion is a two-story brick building built 
by the Army in the 1880s as a potting house for Arlington National Cemetery. It 
me~sures 22 ' by 32' and is topped by a hipped roof with ornamented ridge line 
and small gabled vents on each side . Brick pilasters are at the corners and 
divide the two bays on the short sides and the three bays on the long sides; 
they support a brick modillion cornice . Segmental arches cap the windows and 
doors. The building currently serves as a small park museum. Just north of 
the north outbuilding described above is a 19' by 21' rest room building con­
structed by the Army in 1925. Its stuccoed brick exterior and gabled roof 
with white trim articulating the pediment mimic the historic outbuildings . 

During the lifetime of G.W. P. Custis, a large portion of Arlington was maintained 
as a gentleman' s country estate . Most of its acreage comprised "The Park," a 
virgin woodland of ancient oaks and groves of walnut , chestnut , and elm trees 
extending from the Georgetown and Alexandria Road along the river to the western 
edge ~f the estate . Most of this land is now within Arlington National Ceme-
tery and the George Washington Memorial Parkway. During the Lees ' residency, 
the carriage drive to the mansion came up along the south and ea~tern edge of the 
flower garden south of the house and across the front of the house . This approach 
from behind and beside the garden is now mai ntained by Ar lington National Cemetery 
and used as a footpath . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The p r i n c i p a l significance of Arlington House, as defined by congressional l e g i s ­
l a t i o n , l i e s i n i t s association with Robert E. Lee—hence i t s l e g i s l a t e d designation 
"Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Meraorial." I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s 
prior association with George Washington Parke Custis, step-grandson and adopted 
son of George Washington, and as an outstanding example of early Greek r e v i v a l 
architecture. 

G.W.P. Custis inherited the 1100-acre estate from his father, the only surviving 
son of Martha Washington. Like'John Parke Custis, G.W.P. Custis was raised at 
Mount Vernon, and he dedicated much of his l i f e to perpetuating the memory of 
George Washington. From circumstantial evidence, i t appears that he coamissloned 
George Hadfield, second architect of the U.S. Capitol, to design Arlington House. 
According to architectural h i s t o r i a n Ralph Hammett, this was only the third repre­
sentation of the Greek r e v i v a l s t y l e i n the United States. 

Robert E. Lee, who was related to Custis's wife, was a frequent v i s i t o r to A r l i n g ­
ton from childhood u n t i l his marriage to Custis's only daughter, Mary, when he was 
25 years old. For the.next 30 years the Lees considered Arlington their home. 
His U.S. Army career would take him and his family to a l l parts of the country, 
but they returned to Arlington whenever his Corps of Engineers duties permitted. 
Lee was usually able to spend at least some of the winter months at Arlington and 
passed 25 Christmas holidays there. Mary Lee frequently remained home with her 
parents i n his absences, and s i x of the seven Lee children were born at Arlington. 

In the Lee bedroom on A p r i l 19, 1861, Lee made his f a t e f u l decision to resign his 
U.S. Army commission rather than take up arms against his native state following 
Virginia's secession from the Union. On A p r i l 22 he l e f t Arlington forever. His 
wife and children also departed i n early May upon learning that Federal troops 
were about to occupy the area. 

During the war years many of the family possessions l e f t behind were lo s t or 
stolen while the m i l i t a r y occupation of Arlington resulted i n considerable damage 
to i t s woodland, described by a prewar English v i s i t o r as "some of the finest 
woods I have yet seen i n America." Roads were cut to accommodate the flow of 
supplies and soldiers and several m i l i t a r y works were constructed on the estate to 
help protect Arlington Heights. 

(continued) 
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The principal significance of Arlington House, as defined by congressional legis­
lation, lies in its association with Robert E. Lee--hence its legislated designation 
"Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial. 11 It is also significant for its 
prior association with George Washington Parke Custis , step- grandson and adopted 
son of George Washington, and as an outstanding example of early Greek revival 
architecture. 

G.W.P . Custis inherited the 1100-acre estate from his father, the only sur v1.v1.ng 
son of Martha Washington. Like John Parke Custis, G.W.P . Custis was raised at 
Mount Vernon, and he dedicated much of his life to perpetuating the memory of 
George Washington. From circumstantial evidence, it appears that he co'IBlllissioned 
George Hadfield , second architect of the U. S. Capitol, to design Arlington House . 
According to architectural historian Ralph Hammett , this was only the third repre­
sentation of the Greek revival style in the United States . 

Robert E. Lee, who was related to Custis's wife , was a frequent visitor to Arling­
ton from childhood until his marriage to Custis ' s only daughter , Mary , when he was 
25 years old . For tRe . next 30 years the Lees considered Arlington their home . 
His U.S. Army career would take him and his family to all parts of the country, 
but they returned to Arlington whenever his Cor ps of Engineers duties pennitted . 
Lee was usually able to spend at least some of the winter months at Arlington and 
passed 25 Christmas holidays there . Mary Lee frequently remained home with her 
parents in his absences, and six of the seven Lee children were born at Arlington. 

In the Lee bedroom on April 19, 1861, Lee made his fateful decision to resign his 
U.S . Army commission rather than take up arms against his native state following 
Virginia's secession from the Union. On April 22 he left Arlington forever . His 
wife and children also departed in early May upon learning that Federal troops 
were about to occupy the area . 

During the war years maµy of the family possessions left behind were lost or 
stol en while the military occupation of Arlington resulted in consider able damage 
to its woodland, described by a prewar English visitor as "some of the finest 
woods I have yet seen in America ." Roads were cut to accommodate the flow of 
supplies and soldiers and several military works were constructed on the estate to 
help protect Arlington Heights . 

(continued) 
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July 28, 1969 

Keeper of the National Register 
Office of Archeology and Historic 

Preservation 
National Park Service 
801-19th Street, N. w. 
Washington , D. C. 20006 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

O FFICERS 

ECW AAO P. ALEXA.NCER, C H'AHl:MAtl 

C CLOUIA.L WILLlA.M~DU~G 

WI\.. LIAMSEUIIG. VIR<:INIA 2318 !5 

JOH~ M. JENNINGS, V ICE CHA l~l,.' AN 

V IRGI lA. HISTOl'UCAl.. SOCILTY 

Rl C: HMONC. VlRCHUA 23 2:Z1 

J4 Me;! W. Mooov, J~ . 
E >.~C:UTI V E fllll ~C:TOJ! 

I am writing to inquire about the present status of the Bronze 
Plaque sites, whether or not they are automatically on the National 
Register of Historic Places, and if so, what type of report has been 
prepared on each of them. A list of "Sites Declared Eligible for 
the Registry of National Historic Landmarks" appears in a booklet 
entitled National Parks and Landmarks published in 1966. The list for 
Virginia includes: Adam Thoroughgood House, Virginia Beach; Bacon's 
Castle, Surry County; 8arracks, 'lj.rginia Military Institute, Lexington; 
Cape Henry Lighthouse, Virginia Beach; Christ Church, Lancaster County; 

- .Q.onfederate Capitol, Richmond; £yrus McCormick Farm and Workshop, 
Rockbridge County; !'.,ive Forks Battlefield, Dinwiddie County; I_ort 
Mnnl""cH::i. l-1.!::tmnf-r"\n· ~!lrlc_,,h·u-',c, 'T'.-,,,.,.,... __ A1,...,.. ...... _,.l_.:- ~ ,., ___ .: ,., _ .,, '.,... 

.1 . A-- ., _;i; -·--- .., .... __ .. __ ... , ........ ..... "lt.\.J,.&..&."-!..&.-'-U. ' .::..,c.:..:...L. J..1.:::::: .... ,.__,1.H:::::J...i:li ilUHlt::, 

Belmont, Stafford County; qreenway Court, Clarke County; 01nston 
Hall, Fairfax County; John Marshall House, Richmond: Lee Chapel , - -Lexington; l1§].rlbourne, Edmund Ruffin Plantation, Hanover County; 
M,9.Ilticello, Albemarle County; :tiontpelier, James Madison Home, Orange 
County; ~ount Airy, Richmond County; lj,ount Vernon, Fairfax County; 
Oak Hill, James Monroe Home, Loudoun County; Patrick Henry Home, 
Scotchtown, Hanover County; Rising Sun Tavern;- Fredericksburg; Rotunda, 
University of Virginia, Charlottesville; St. John's Episcopal Church, 
Richmond; St. Luke's Church, Isle of Wignt County; Sherwood Forest, 
John Tyler-Home, Charles City County; ~ratford Hall~ Westmoreland 
County; ~stover, Charles City County; ~ite House of the Confederacy , 
Richmond; Williamsburg (Historic District); Woodrow Wilson Birthplace, 
Staunton; 'wren Building, Williamsburg. I believe that since this --- ' list was published Monroe's Law Office in Fredericksburg has been 



Dr. William J . Murtagh July 28, 1969 

given a Bronze Plaque, also. We would l i k e to have a copy of these 
reports for our f i l e s . 

Secondly, we do not understand the Register status of h i s t o r i c 
places administered by the National Park Service, such as the Custis-
Lee Mansion i n Arlington and the George Washington Birthplace 
formerly known as Wakefield and now called Pope's Creek Plantation, 
I believe. We had assumed that these were also automatically l i s t e d 
on the National R.egister, but have not seen this stated any^Aere. 
Your help i n clearing up the confusion w i l l be much appreciated. 

Sincerely yours. 

(Mrs.) Katherine T, Read 
Research Historian 

KTR:jt 

.. ' 
Dr . William J . Murtagh -2- July 28, 1969 

given a Bronze Plaque , a l so . We would like to have a copy of these 
reports for our files . 

Second ly, we do not understand the Register status of historic 
places administered by the National Park Service , such as the Custis­
Lee Mansion in Arlington and the George Washington Birthplace 
formerly known as Wake field and now called Pope ' s Creek Plantation, 
I believe . We had assumed that these were a l so automatically listed 
on the National Register, but have not seen this stated anywhere . 
Your help in clearing up the confusion will be much ~ppreciated . 

KTR:jt 

Sincerely yours, 

;(°'o~~ 
(Mrs .) Katherine T. Read 
Research Historian 
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Uftfert\tl\at•l:, 1 w do not )lr,e a sufflc!ntly large staff at thb 
tlno to cull od eeftdn•• lafenetlon patiMnt te your ftffds 
fNa these files. Jf yw, or se,eeone tnta the 'llrflnh t~btorte 
Lumrll Cuabs!.oft, would ...... tc, .... . tG thls 9ffiee. W 
,..ld b• b&ppy to we t he10 I ll•• .. atlable te lt"OU• 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR 



«• sre sorry not to b* able to prerldo ywJ «lth « ^ 

thoir rsUtloa to th* fiatlocal aoglftor ha* boon eloarod i^. 

Slnettroly ycwrs, 

vllliax J. wwrtagh 
Koepor of th* Motlonol 

9*fist«r 

inclosar* 

cc 

CLIBISSIO.. Room 1106. St.t. M4»th 8t»*t Offlo* BnlWln*. 
!liahiii«nd. V l » t i « l * 

Regional Diroctor, Switheast Region 

T 
HR 

SAChaonbers :bh S Aug 69 

\ 

W. are Nfl'Y ~ot to °l'e abl• to pnvtde ~ vitb n,o'l'U Oil tho 

Natton•l Ulstc-1'1c La»d'ltuks, wt .. he,- that tbe J'l'Ol>lft rit.1' 

t h•lr .,.i.uo~ to "-• Jqt1nt.l l • gltter has b.en clnncl 11p. 

cc : 

r,h {Sgd.) 
William J. ~urtee,-

'5'11 Un J. w..rtar ll 
hepeT •f tH MatlenaJ 

lleglnfl' 

Ur. Mwud P. Al•xn.ter, Cbalftld, Vt~ld.a lllttorl• l.uduru 

c-i..t ... Clooll Ull6, Stat• Mlath Stnet Offln IIIU4b,, . 

Al~• VlJ'll~l.a ?S?lt 

P.e,tonal Di rector, Southeast Realon 

T 
HR 

SAChaabers:bh 5 Aug 69 

'· 
'\ 

\ 

\ 



THE SOCIETY OF THE LEES OF VmciNiA 
Descendants of Richard Lee, the Emigrant 

Maurice duPont Lee, Hon. President 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Armistead M . Lee, President 
2367 N . Kenmore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 

John A . Washington, Vice President 
6801 Delaware Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015 

Mrs. Eleanor Lee Templeman, Secretary 
3001 N . Pollard Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 
Phone JALkuui. 1 1111 5 2 8 - 1 1 1 2 

R.Adm. Robert R. Craighill, Treasurer 
6018 Chesterbrook Road 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

Other Members ofthe Board: Anna Katharina von Schwerdtner, Outerbridge Horsey, Henry B. Goldsborough, Jr. 
Chairman, Educational F u n d Committee, Richard H . Lee, 3542 Newark St., N . W . Washington, D . C. 20016 

March 4, 197^ 

Mr. Russell E. Kickenson 
Dep. Dir., Nat. Park Service 
U. ii. Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Mr, Dickenson: 

I have just been reading, the "FEDERAL REGISTER of National 
Register of Historic Places, issue of Feb, 19th, 197^. I was 
shocked to find that in the -Arlington County listing, it errone­
ously lists our most important landmark as:-

ARLINGTON HOUSE, (Custis-Lee Mansion). 
We are trying so hard to get the correct name before the 

public, with the Lee name in its proper context, as provided 
by Act of Congress June 30, 1972 , H. R. 10595. Please see 
that a correction is made to: 

ARLINGTON HOUSE, THE ROBERT E. LEE MENORIAL 
Please also advise me ©f the status of the application ©f 

listing BELMONT in Loudoun Coimty, the mansion erected in 1799 
by Ludwell Lee o© a patent of 1728 to Thomas Lee of Stratford, 
Here Lafayette was entertained. 

Also, of the site of Leesylvania mansion, birthplace of 
Light Horse Harry Lee, Charles Lee (Atty. General^, and Richard 
Bland Lee (whose home, SULLY is on the register), and the graves 
of their parents. (Prince Williali County, at Freestone Point). 

Cordially, 

THE SOCIETY OF THE LEES OF VmGIMA 
Dncmdt:mts of Richilrd Lee, the Emigrt:mt 

Maurice duPont Lee, Hon. President 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Armistead M. Lee, President 
2367 N. Kenmore Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 

John A. Washington, Vice President 
6801 Delaware Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015 

Mrs. Eleanor Lee Templeman, &cretary 
3001 N. Pollard Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 
Phon-. i-,luWB<m t Hi+ 528-1112 

R.Adm. Robert R. Craighill, Treasurer 
6018 Chesterbroolc Road 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

Other Members of the Board: Anna Katharina von Schwerdtner, Outerbridge Horsey, Henry B. Goldsborough,Jr. 
Chairman, Educational Fund Committee, Richard H. Lee, 3542 Newark St., N. W. Washington, D. C. 20016 

Mr. Russell E. Kickens on 
Dep. Dir., Nat. Park Service 
u. cl . Dept. of Interior 
Washi ngton, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Dickenson: 

March 4, 1974 

I have just been reading, the "FEDERAL REGISTER of National 
Register of Historic Pl aces, issue of Feb. 19th, 1974. I was 
s hocked to find that in the Arlington County listing , it errone­
ously lists our most important landmark as:-

ARLINGTON HOUSE , (Custis-Lee Mansion). 
We are trying so hard to get the corrtct name before the 

public, with the Lee name in its proper context, as provided 
by Act of Congress J une 30, 1972 , H. R. 10595. Please see 
that a correction is made to: 

ARLINGTON HOUSE, THE ROBERT E. LEE MENORIAL 
Please also advise me of the status of the appl i cation of 

list ing BELMONT in Loudoun County, the mansion erec ted in 17-99 
by Ludwell Lee og a patent of 1728 to Thomas Lee of Stratford. 
Here Lafayette was entertained. 

Also, of the site of Leesylvania m~sion, birthplace ef 
Light Horse Harry Lee, Charles Lee (Atty. GeneralY, and Richard ,.. 
Bland Lee (whose home, SULLY is on the register), and the graves 
of their µirents. (Prince William County, at Freestone Point). 

Cordially, 



U K I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E INTERIOR 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

WASHINGTON 

DATE 3/8/74 

TOi Dr. Murtagh 

FROM: RUSS DICKENSON 

FY I ACTION 

Please prepare repjy for my signature. 

Thanks. 

11AR s 974 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NA1'10NAL PARK SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE 3/8/74 - -----
TO: Dr . Murtagh 

FROM: RUSS DICKENSON 

FYI _______ ACTION __ xx ____ _ 

Pl ease pr epar e r epty for my signature. 

Thanks. 

6J 



H34-P» 
MAR 2 7 m 

Mr*. Eloaaoc Loo T«ipleMUi 
3001 Horth PoUard Stroot 
ArUngton, VirglAia 22207 

Dear Mr*. TaBi{iXa»aat 

Thmk yon fer your I«tt«r eoneoralng th* listing of Agliaytaii 
JigB«> th« RAort E. to* MiMorlal. in tho "Yodoral Soglator." 
A eorroctod en^^wUl appear In tha A#ni 2 "fadacal loglatar.' 

Bolnont and LaooylTaala Mansion hsnr* not boon aenlnatod te tho 
Kational Kogiator. If yea wish thoao piropeirtlo* ea«nld«r«d for 
incljoslon In th* Mational Boslator wo susgoot yva. aak* y«wr 
intorost known to th* TlrKlaia 8tst« Blst»(rle Prasorwntion 
Officer^ Dr. Jmlao R. riahhumo, Jt., Ssoeotiv* Director, 
Virginia Historic Landaarks CoMlaolon, 221 (krromor Stroot, 
Richmond» ?lrglnl* 23219. The Stat* Historic Pro*arratlM 
Offiear la rosponslhlo for Identifying and Mnlxu^lng ollglblo 
proportloo In Tlrginla. 

Tonr iatarost in ths SFatlonal Koglator Is grostly a^rsclatod. 

Slnesroly yonr*, 

Ernesf Alio;-.:. Connally 

cc: Br. Junius Flshbvme, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Virginia Historic Landssrha Conlsslon 
221 Governor Straat 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 } w/c inc. 

FNP:N Rowlandilinw 3/15/74 
Rewritten:FNP:R Greenberg:gcn 3/21/74 
Ret3rped:aiiiw 3/23/74 
bcc: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region ] 

Director's Reading F i l e 
DI 
P ] 
PH ] 
PR-Publlcatlons ] 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 

H34-PI. 

Mra. ileaaor Lee Tapleaaa 
3001 lenh Pollard StrNt 
ArliQ1ton, Viq1.Jda 2.2207 

Dear Mn. T-,1.tiaat 

MAR ? 7 1974 

'1'hak yva for 7oar letter COllCff'IWII the liatias of 4!\1-r,e 
!:teet, tu a.en E. LM Msnarial. ta tile ~---1 .... f.atn."' 
A corncUd ~rill appear in tM April 2 ,..aural ... tater." 

Bel.wt aDd IAMyl'Yaaia Hautoa ha• Mt Nell sm!wte4 c. tM 
Naueaal a.guc•. If '°" nab thue pn,-UM ...u..i for 
taeJ,aaion ill the Batieul aaataur ,,. ■UUNt ,ea .... ,-r 
intu .. t 1mawa to the 'fl.raiaia State Biatorf.e Pr...nadea 
Officer, Dr • .l•tu a. rs.ah,-..., Jr., bee.ti-.. Mnctn, 
Virgitda U.toric 1.eedeer'-• Cowt1e•ioa, 221 Ou1•1•r Street, 
Ucbaead. 'fiqild.a 21219. The State Kiatorlc l'rNUlfattoa 
otfteer la reapo•ilala fo-c U..tifyiag ad MP1Mtt,.. n1J.si1-l.e 
propertiN 1a Viqiai&. 

Tour illur•t 1a tu Nattoul ... later l• areatly appnciatei. 

Ernest 11.::.·:·.: C0 .. mally 

DinetoT 

cc: Dr. Juniu I.. PiahbllrD4, Jr. 
Executive Director 
Virginia Hiatoric Landu.rb Coalliaeioa 
221 Governor Streat 
Richmond, Virginia 23219] v/c inc. 

FNP:N Rowland:lmw 3/15/74 
Rewritten:FNP:R Greenberg:gcn 3/21/74 
Retyped:amw 3/23/74 
bee: Regional Director, Mid-Atlantic Region] 

Director's Reading File 
DI 
p ] 
PH ] 
PR-Publications] 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR --



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

H34-PR 

Mrs. Eleanor Lee Templeman 
3001 N. Pollard Street 
Ariington, Virginia 22207 

Dear Mrs. Templeman: 

Thank you for your letter conceming the l i s t i n g of Arlington House, 
the Robert E. Lee Memorial, In the "Federal Register." A corrected 
entry w i l l appear i n the A p r i l 2 "Federal Register." 

We haye^che^ked GUT fll^es and coiild f^nd i?o record that Belmont (Loudoun 
County) had been submitted for nomination to the National Register. We 
also had no nomination for Leesylvania Mansion, birthplace of Light Horse 
Harry Lee, Charles Lee, and Richard Bland Lee, and the graves of their 
parents. 

If you wish these prongrtlp" considered for inclusion In the National 
Register you(8houlj (gontactjthe Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Dr. Jiinlus R. Fishbume, Jr., Executive Director, Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor Street, Richmond, Virginia 
23219. ( A l l ^ r g i n t a nominations<^ist submitted through the State. 

Sincerely yours, 

Director 

'76 Let*5 Clean Up America For Our 200th BirtKday if<t UMJ^^^ 

11'1 REPLY REPEJl TO: 

R34-PR 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

Mrs. Eleanor Lee Templeman 
3001 N. Pollard Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22207 

Dear Mrs. Templeman: 

Thank you for your letter concerning the listing of Arlington House, 
the Robert E. Lee Memorial, in the "Federal Register." A corrected 
entry will appear in the April 2 "Federal Register." 

~ ha~~!!e.<~ked ~r f~s apd c~d ~d--~~~hat Belmont (Loudoun 
County)liad oeen submitted tor nomination to the National Register. We 
also had no nomination for Leesylvania Mansion, birthplace of Light Horse 
Harry Lee, Charles Lee, and Richard Bland Lee, and the graves of their 
parents. 

If you wish ~es:@ro s considered for inclusion in rhe National 
Register you shoul contact he Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Officer, Dr . Jun us R. s burne, Jr., Executive Director, Virginia 
Historic~rks Commission, 22~mor Street, Richmond, Virginia 
23219. @!._jd.~inia nominations~ submitted through the State. 

~~ ,,...----- Sincerely yours, 

~~~ H0,9l' 

~~~ 0 %, -, 

76 



United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.G. 20240 

Dt REPLY RSFKa T O : FEB A 

H32(565) 

Memorandum 

To: Acting Keeper of the National Regiater of Historic Places, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service 

Subject; Documentation Approval 

Enclosed ia the dociimentation for "Arlington House," Natiaaal 

Capital Region of the National Park Serviee, submitted in confir­

mation of its incluaion in the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

F. Ross Holland, Jr. 

finclOBur* 

JH RBPLY lll:RFBJt TO: 

H32(565) 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

FEB 4 ,sso 

Memorandum 

To: Acting Keeper of the National Regi•ter of Hi•toric Places, 
Reritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

From: Federal Repreaentative, National Parle Service 

Subject: Documentation Approval 

Bnclo•ed ia the documentation for "Arlingtcni Houae," Natitaoal 

Capital Region of the Natioual Parle Service, submitted in confir 

mation of its inclusion in the National Register of Historic 

Placea. 

' Sgd . ) Han·.,.· 11 . i':fb.UZ 

F. Rose Holland, Jr. 

Enclosure 



United States Department of the Interior 

m B E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

H32(565) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

FEB 4 1980 

Memorandum 

To: Acting Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service 

Subject: Documentation Approval 

Enclosed is the documentation for "Arlington House," National 

Capital Region of the National Park Service, submitted in confir­

mation of i t s inclusion in the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

Enclosure 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H32(565) 
FEB 4 1980 

Memorandum 

To : Acting Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places , 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

From: Federal Representative, National Park Service 

Subject: Documentation Approval 

Enclosed is the documentation for "Arlington House," National 

Capital Region of the National Park Service, submitted in confir­

mation of its inclusion in the National Register of Histor ic 

Places . 

F. q Holla 

Enclosure 

RECEMl) 

H.S l. i '980 
NATIONAL 
REGlSTER 

..,; 
. ..J ' ._,;_,,/ 
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United Sutes Department of the Interior 

H34- NCR(PHR) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S.W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 . 

1980 JAN 17 RECEfVED 

J 3 J980 

'WTIONAL 
"AGISTER 

Memorandum 

To: Assistant Director, Cultural Resources 

From: ^g;9<^%egional Director, National Capital Region 

Subject: National Register documentation, Arlington House 

Enclosed are a National Register form, maps, and photographs 
documenting the l i s t i n g of Arlington House, Tlie Robert E. Lee 
Memorial, i n the National Register of Historic Places. 

Since this property is already listed i n the Register, we have 
sent an informational copy of this documentation to the Virginia 
State Historic Preservation Officer but have not requested his 
signed concurrence. The enclosed copy of our letter to him 
should be forwarded to the Register office with the documentation. 

Please c a l l Paul Goeldner or Barry Mackintosh of this office 
(426-6660) i f you have any questions regarding this submission. 

Enclosures 

United States Department of the Interior 

H34- NCR(PHR) 

I r 
/Memorandum 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 omo DRIVE, s. w. / 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 ( F.. 

1980 JAN 1 7_ RECEIVED 
FEB 1 3 1980 

NATIONAL 
RHGISTER 

~i .. 

~ - ---· To: Assistant Director, Cultural Resources 
,,; 

From: \);;->'il~gional Director, National Capital Region 

Subject: National Register documentation, Arlington House 

Enclosed are a National Register form, maps, and photographs 
documenting the listing of Arlington House, TI1e Robert E. Lee 
Memorial, in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Since this property is already listed in the Register, we •have 
sent an informational copy of this documentation to the Virginia 
State Historic Preservation Officer but have not requested his 
signed concurrence. The enclosed copy of our letter to him 
should be forwarded to the Register office with the docwnentation . 

Please call Paul Goeldner or Barry Mackintosh of this office 
(426- 6660) if you have any questions regarding this submission. 

Enclosures 



United States Departnient of the Interior 

H34-NCR(PHR) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

RECEIVED 
FEB i 3 1980 

NATIONAL / 
RBGISTER ^ 

Mr. Tucker H i l l 
Executive Director, V i r g i n i a 

H i s t o r i c Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a 23219 

Dear Mr. H i l l : 

Enclosed are copies of the form, maps, and photographs that 
we are submitting to the National Register on Arlington 
House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial. 

This submission constitutes documentation of an exi s t i n g 
Register property rather than a nomination and thus does 
not require your recommendation or signed concurrence. The 
enclosures are provided for your information and f i l e s . 

Sincerely yours. 

^gp'jj-'Regional Director, National Capital Region 

Enclosures 

. ' . 

United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION 

H34- NCR(PHR) 1100 OHIO DRIVE, S. W. 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242 

/ , 

JtEQMD 

FEB l 3 1980 
Mr. Tucker Hill 
Executive Director , Virginia 

Historic Landmarks Com.mission 
221 Governor Street 
Richmond , Virginia 23219 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

NATIONAL 
RBGIS1'ER 

Enclosed are copies of the form , maps, and photographs that 
we are submitting to the National Register on Arlington 

,( House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial. 

This submission constitutes documentation of an existing 
Register property r a ther than a nomination and thus does 
not require your recommendation or signed concurrence . The 
enclosures are provided for your information and files. 

Sinc?Zi-)~ 

U,,~£1 Director, National Capital 

Enclosures 

Region 



Advisory l A - d R ^ ^ f ^ ^ 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Strsel NVi'. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

4u 
MAR 7 1980 . o-̂  « 

Mr. Robert Stanton , 1* u 
Deputy Regional Director ^Jc/^^^ 
National Park Service 
National, Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive SW. 
.•Washington, D.C. 202A2 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

On February 6, 1980, the Council received your determination 
that the continued investigation of the h i s t o r i c b u i l d i n g 
f a b r i c would not adversely affect the Arlington Bouse, the 
Robert E. Lee Memorial^ Arlington Countv. V i r g i n i a , a 
property included m the'National Register ot H i s t o r i c 
Places. In accordance with Section 800.6(a) of the Council's 
regulations (36 CFR Parr 800), the Executive Director does 
not object to your determination. 

As provided i n Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a 
copy of your determination of no adverse e f f e c t , along w^ith 
supporting documentation and t h i s concurrence, should be 
included i n any assessment or statement prepared f o r t h i s 
undertaking i n compliance with the National Environmental 
P o l i c y Act and should be kept i n your records as evidence of 
your compliance with Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Act and Section 2(b) of Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," 
and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800). 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, ^ 

/ / 
Jorhan E. Tannenbaum 
bhi'ef, Eastem Division 
of Project Review 

Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Str~el NW. 
Washington D.C. 
:WrJ05 

MAR 7 1900 

1"..r. Robert Stan.ton 
Deputy Reg_ional Director 
National Park Service 
National.Capital Region 
1100 Ohio Drive SW . 
. ~ashington, D. C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

rfe,Rs-f{e 

On February 6, 1980, the Council received your determination 
that the continued investigation of the historic building 

· labric would not adversely affect the Arlington Bouse• the 
Robert E. Lee Memor·a1 Arlin ton Cou v Vir inia, a 
property inc uded in the National· Register of Historic 
Places. In accordance -with Section 800. ·6(a) of the Council's 
regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive Director does 
not object to your determination. 

As provided _in Section 800. 9 of the Council.' s regulations, a 
copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along ,.Tith 
supporting documentation and this concurrence, s!1ould be 
included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Envii:onmeutal 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of 
your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act and Section 2(b) of Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment•" · 
and the Council's regulations (36 -~R Part 800). · · 

Thank you for your cooperation . 

. Sincerely, ~--.. -----
I'"'\ I, (, s • () 
L .1/..,... l•.,,,. /'-' ,1a,1.·vl'V!AvvCi-<-V\- _ 7i v· '-'.;>.J .... ,n. \,_ . · .J ~ 

Jordan E. Tannenbaum 
giief, Eastern Division 
of Project Review 



Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20005 

October 14, 1980 

Mr. Robert Stanton 
Deputy Regional Director 
National Capital Region 
National Park Service 
1100 Ohio Drive SW. 
Washington, DC 20242 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

A,l, I ,o;.1~~/) 11 ~ t 
-n-1 C - t O & "" t: . L ( C Mt N'. If',✓ ) 

,412 l.::Jf-0,-1 Go, 

1)11 

On September 17, 1980, the Council received your determination that 
exterior repainting of the Arlington House,\Arlington CemeterylArlington, 
Virginia, would not adversely affect t hat property which is included in 
the National Register of Historic Places. In accordance with Section 
800.6(a) of the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800), the Executive 
Director does not object to your determination. 

As provided in Section 800.9 of the Council's regulations, a copy of 
your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting documentation 
and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment or statement 
prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence of your compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, Section 2(b) 
of Executive Order 11593, "Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural 
Environment, 11 and the Council's regulations (36 CFR Part 800). 

Thank you for_ your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 1 /-,-,-
'(/,JI,," '. Jo """' J!,,,....,' ,,..., 

Jo~ n E, Tannenbaum 
Ch~ef, Eastern Division 

of Project Review 
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Advisory AvCJts^ 
Pnimril On 9 Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
V\%shington D.C 
20005 

gCl 3 1 1978 

M r . Manus J . F i s h 
Regional Director 
National Capital Region 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1100 Ohio Drive S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Fish: 

The Advisory Council on Hi s t o r i c Preservation would appreciate 
a status report on the proposed Seabee Memorial, an undertaking 
of the National Park Service that may have an effect on 
Arlington House, Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, V i r g i n i a , Q. 
property included i n the National Register of His t o r i c Places. 

Our last correspondence on thi s matter was dated November 13, 1973 
(copy enclosed). 

We appreciate your cooperation. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

SIGNED u 

o Myra F . H a r r i s o n o . 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review and Compliance 

Enclosure 

~ z 

.. 
(J 
(J 

Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005 

Qt\ 31 \978 

Mr. Manus J . Fish· 
Regional Di rector 
National Capital Region 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1100 Ohio Drive S .W. 
Washington, D.C. 20242 

Dear Mr. Fish : 

- ..... ..,,... .. 

The Advi sory Counci l on His t or ic Preservation would appreciat e 
a status report on the proposed Seabee Memorial, an under taking 
of the National Park Service that may have an effect on 
Arlington House, Arlington Nat i onal Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia, a. 

property included i n the National Register of His t ori c Pl aces . 
Our l ast correspondence on thi s matter was dated November 13 , 1973 
(copy enclosed) . 

We appreciate your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

SIGNED 
Myra F. Har r i son 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review and Compliance 

Enclosure 



.NOTICE 

Original letter la fn^^ ^ 
the f irst r,̂ ^ ^̂ '̂ ^̂  with 
the 1:11, P^^P^'^y 'deferred 1„ 

SEE FIRST PROPERTY FILE 

CD 

.1 

.. -· - ... -· 

NOTICE 

Original letter is filed with 
the first property referred in the text. 

~EE FIRST PROPERTY FILE 

L O u IS, 1t tJ A-

/p ,' ~ "'l v : / I "t:. v . c , ,, • t y J 4 ,;I EC~ O / d 
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Custis-Lee J^lansion 
T H E R O B E R T E. LEE M E M O R I A L 

In this mansion, in Apr i l 1861, Robert E. Lee wrote his resignation from the United States 
Army in order to join the cause of Virginia and the South 

THE CUSTIS-LEE M A N S I O N is distinc­

tive through its long associations 
with the families of Custis, Wash­

ington, and Lee. By act of Congress in 
1955, it was made a permanent memorial 
to Robert E. Lee. 

This home of George Washington Parke 
Custis, the foster son of the First President, 
was for )'ears the treasury of both the Wash­
ington heirlooms and the Washington tra­
dition. Here Robert E. Lee, a young lieu 
tenant in the U . S. Army, and Mary Custis, 
the great-granddaughter of Martha Wash­
ington, were married and reared a family. 
Here, also. Col. Robert E. Lee, torn between 
devotion to his country and to his native 
State, made his fateful decision, the sub­
stance of which hc had written to his son 
a few months before: "It is the principle I 
contend for . . . But I can anticipate no 
greater calamity for the country than a dis­
solution of the Union . . . Still, a Union 
that can only be maintained by swords and 
bayonets , . , has no charm for me. I shall 
mourn for my country and for the welfare 
and progress of mankind. If the Union is 
dissolved . . . I shall return to my native 
State . . . and save in defence will draw 

my sword on none." Today Arlington 
House, as it was formerly known, furnished 
with appointments of its early period, pre­
serves for posterity the atmosphere of 
gracious living, typical of a romantic age of 
American history, 

F.arly History 

George Washmgton Parke Custis, builder 
of Arlington House, was the grandson of 
Martha Washmgton and the foster son of 
George Washington. When Martha Dan­
dridge Custis became the wife of Col. 
George Washington she was a widow with 
two children, Martha Parke Custis and 
John Parke Custis. Martha Parke Custis 
died in her teens without having been 
married, but John Parke Custis married 
Eleanor Calvert of Maryland in 1774, and 
upon his death at the close of the Revolu­
tionary War left four children. The death 
of John Parke Custis was a shock, not only 
to his mother, Mrs. Washington, but to 
General Washington as well, as he is re­
ported to have remarked to the grieving 
mother at the deathbed, "I adopt the two 
youngest children as my own." Their names 

Porirait of Robert E. Lee, about 1850 
(G, Louvric) 

were Eleanor Parke Custis (Nellie) and 
George Washington Parke Custis. They 
were reared at Mount Vernon and arc often 
referred to as the "Children of Mount 
Vernon." 

In 1802, the year his grandmother, Mrs, 
Washington, died, George Washington 
Parke Custis began building Arlington 
House on the estate of nearly 1,100 acres 
which his father had purchased from the 
Alexander family in 1778, He named the 
estate "Arlington" and the home "Arlington 
House" in honor of the ancestral homestead 
of the Custis family on the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia. The house was to receive the leg­
acy of his grandmother—furniture and pic­
tures, plate and china from Mount Vernon, 
and more precious still, personal effects of 
Washington. Two years later, at the age 
of 23, he was married to Mary Lee Fitzhugh 
of Alexandria and "Chatham." 

Plans for the building were drawn by 
George Hadfield, a young English architect. 
The north wing was built first and the south 
wing was completed in 1804. The founda­
tion stone and timber came from the estate. 

The bricks with which the house was built 
were burned from native clay. The portico 
and large center section were not finished 
until 1817. 

Arlington 

The extent of the front of the mansion, 
with its two wings, is 140 feet. The wings 
are identical, except that in the notth wing 
the space corresponding to the .state dining 
room in the south wing was divided into 
small rooms for the temporary accommo­
dation of Mr. and Mrs. Custis while the 
hou.se was being built and was never changed. 
The central portion is divided by a wide 
;cnt;Ml li,ilL A hrijo fon'i.J dra'.vint; roo:r; 
with two fine marble fireplaces lies south of 
this hall. To the north of it can be seen 
the family dining room and family parlor 
separated by a north and south partition 
broken by three graceful arches. The second 
story is also divided by a central hall on either 
side of which there are two bedrooms and 
accompanying dressing rooms. A small 
room used as a linen closet is at the end of 
this hall. The third floor was used only for 
storage purposes and remained an unfinished 
attic. The grand portico facing the Potomac, 

with its eight massive Doric columns, is 60 
feet wide and 25 feet deep. At the tear two 
buildings used as servant's quarters, smoke­
house, workroom, and summer kitchen form 
a courtyard. 

General Lafayette Visits Arlington 

One of the most pleasant incidents in the 
history of Arlington House was the visit in 
1824 of General Lafayette, whose reverence 
fot the memory of Washington matched that 
of his host. It is related that on entering he 
commented on the iron lantern in the hall, 
which he remembered at Mount Vernon, 
The view from the portico he pronounced 
unrivaled, entreating Mrs, Custis never to 
sacrifice any of the fine trees. The next year 
General Lafayette again visited at Arlington 
House, 

IJ. Robert E. Lee's Marriage 

On June 30, 1831, Mary Ann Randolph 
Custis, only child of the Arlington Custis 
family, became the wife of Lt, Robert E, 
Lee, a young West Point graduate. The 
wedding ceremony took place in the family 
parlor of the mansion. The wedding party 

The dining room as viewed from the parlor 

remained at Arlington in festivity and mer­
riment for several days, when the groom's 
fellow officers, their leaves ending, were 
forced to depart. Some of the bridesmaids 
lingered until the end of the week, 

Mrs. Lee Inherits Arlington 

Much of Mrs, Lee's married life was spent 
at the home of her girlhood, sometimes with 
her husband, sometimes awaiting his return 
from the Mexican War or other distant 
tours of duty. Six of the seven Lee children 
were born here. By the will of George 
Washington Parke Custis, who died in 1857, 
the estate of Arlington was bequeathed to 
his daughter for her lifetime, and afterward 
to his eldest grandson and namesake, George 
Washington Custis Lee, 

Never a thrifty farmer and an easygoing 
master, requiring littie of his slaves, Mr, 
Custis' death found the Arlington plantation 
sadly run down. Robert E. Lee as executor 
felt that his presence at Arlington was nec­
essary if he was to give proper attention to 
the estate. He, therefore, obtained extended 
leave and settled down to the life of a 
farmer. More than 2 years elapsed before 
he rejoined his regiment. During this 

The drawing room 

Custis-Lee Jliansion 
TH E ROB ERT E. LEE M EMORIAL 

In this mansion, in A p ril 1861, Robert E. Lee wro te his resign ation from the Un ited States 
A rmy in order co join the cause of Virginia and the Souch 

TH E Cusns-LEE MANSION is distinc­
tive through its Jong associations 

with the families of Custis, Wash­
ington, and Lee. By act of Congress in 

i9SS, it was made a permanent memorial 
to Robert E. Lee. 

This home of George Washington Parke 
Custis, the foster son of the First President, 
was for years the treasury of both the Wash­
ington heirlooms and the Washington tra­
dition. H ere Robert E. Lee, a young lieu­
tenant in the U. S. Army, and Mary Custis, 
the great-granddaughter of Martha Wash­
ington, were married and reared a family. 
Here, also, Col. Robert E. Lee, torn between 
devotion to his country and to his native 
State, made his fateful decision, the sub­
stance of which he had written to his son 
a few months before : ··11 is the principle I 
contend for . . . But I can anticipate no 
greater calamity for the country than a dis­
solution of the Union ... Still , a Union 
that can only be maintained by swords and 
bayonets ... has no charm for me. I shall 
mourn for my country and for the welfare 
and progress of mankind. If the Union is 
dissolved . . . I shall return to my native 
State ... and save in defence will draw 

my sword on none.'· Toda)' Arlington 
House, as it was formerly known, furnished 
with appointments of its earl)' period, pre­
serves for p0sterity the atmosphere of 

gracious living, rypicaJ of a romantic age of 
American h istory. 

Early History 

George Washington Parke Custis, builder 
of Arlington House, was the grandson of 
Martha W ashington and the foster son of 
George Washington. When Martha Dan­
dridge Custis became the wife of Col. 
George W ashington she was a widow with 
two children, Martha Parke Custis and 
John Parke Custis. Martha Parke Custis 
d ied in her teens without having been 
married, but John Parke Custis married 
Eleanor Calvert of M aryland in 1774, and 
upon his death at the close of the Revolu­
tionary War left four children. The death 
of John Parke Custis was a shock, not only 
to his mother, Mrs. Washington, but to 
G eneral Washington as well, as he is re­
ported to have remarked to the grieving 
mother at the deathbed, .. I adopt the two 
youngest children as my own.'" Their names 

Poruait of Robcn E. Lee, about 1850 
(G. Louvrie) 

were Eleanor Parke Custis (Nellie) and 
George Washington Parke Custis. They 
were reared at M ount Vernon and arc often 
referred to as the "Children of Mount 
Vernon.'" 

1n 1802, the year his grandmother, Mrs. 
Washington, died, George Washington 
Parke Custis began building Arlington 
H ouse on the estate of nearlr 1,100 acres 
which his father had purchased from the 
Alexander family in 1 778. He named the 
estate '"Arlington .. and the home .. Arlington 
House·• in honor of the ancestral homestead 
of the Custis family on the Eastern Shore of 
Virg inia. The house was to receive the leg­
acy of his grandmother-furniture and pic­
tures, plate and china from Mount Vernon, 
and more p recious still, personal effects of 
Washington. T wo years later, ac the age 
of 23, he was married to Mary lee Fitzhugh 
of Alexandria and .. Chatham.' ' 

Plans for the building were drawn by 
George H adfield, a young English architect. 
The north wing was built first and the south 
wing was completed in 1804. The founda­
tion stone and timber came from the estate. 

The bricks with which the house was built 
were burned from native clay. The portico 
and large center section were not finished 
until 1817. 

Arlington 

The extent of the f root of the mansion, 
with its two wings, is 140 feet. T he wings 
are identical, except that in the north wing 
the space corresponding to the state dining 
room in the south wing was divided into 
small rooms for the temporary accommo­
dation of Mr. and Mrs. Custis while the 
house was being bui lt and was never changed. 
The central portion is d ivided by a wide 
central hall. A large formal drawing room 
with two fine marble fireplaces lies south of 
this hall. To the north of it can be seen 
the family dining room and family parlor 
separated by a north and south partition 
broken by three graceful arches. The second 
story is also divided by a central hall on either 
side of which there are two bedrooms and 
accompanying dressing rooms. A small 
room used as a linen closet is at che end of 
this hall. The third floor was used only for 
storage purposes and remained an unfinished 
attic. T he grand portico facing the Potomac, 

with its eight massive Doric columns, is 60 
feet wide and 25 feet deep. At the rear two 
buildings used as servant's quarters, smoke­
house, workroom, and summer kitchen form 
a courtyard. 

General La/ ayette Visits Arlington 

One of the most pleasant incidents in the 
history of Arlington House was the visit in 
1824 of General Lafayette, whose reverence 
for the memory of Washington matched that 
of his host. It is related that on entering he 
commented on the iron lantern in the hall, 
which he remembered at Mount Vernon. 
The view from the portico he pronounced 
unrivaled, entreating Mrs. Custis never to 
sacrifice any of the line trees. The next year 
General Lafayette again visited at Arlington 
House. 

Lt. Robert E. Lee's Marriage 

On June 30, I 83 l, Mary Ann Randolph 
Custis, only child of the Arlington Custis 
family, became the wife of Lt. Robert E. 
Lee, a young West Point graduate. The 
wedding ceremony took place in the family 
parlor of the mansion. T he wedding party 

The dining room as viewed from the parlor 

remained at Arlington in festivity and mer­
riment for several days, when the groom·s 
fellow officers, their leaves ending, were 
forced to depart. Some of the bridesmaids 
lingered until the end of the week. 

Mrs. Lee Inherits A rlington 

.Much of Mrs. Lee's married life was spent 
at the home of her girlhood, sometimes with 
her husband, sometimes awaiting his return 
from the Mexican War or other d istant 
tours of duty. Six of the seven Lee children 
were born here. By the will of George 
Washington Parke Custis, who died in 1857, 
the estate of Arlington was bequeathed to 
his daughtu for her lifetime, and afterward 
to his eldest grandson and namesake, G eorge 
W ashington Custis Lee. 

Never a thrifty farmer and an easygoing 
master, requiring little of his slaves, M r. 
Custis" death found the Arl ington plantation 
sadly run down. Robert E. Lee as executor 
felt that his presence at Arlington was nec­
essary if he was to give proper attention to 
the estate. He, therefore, obtained extended 
leave and settled down to the life of a 
farmer. More than 2 years elapsed before 
he rejoined his regiment. During this 

T he drawing room 



T h e t i ty ot W i i s h i n g t o i i frcini (he ('y.^ris-Lee ,VlLirisioii 

p e r i o d , the t tLiditujns uf A r l i n g m n Hous t ; 

were maintained. Situated on the main-
traveled road from the South, Arlington 
was a favorite stopping place for relatives 
;UK! irieiids. h i hospitable doors were 
always open to such guests. 

'Ihe Lees Leave Ariington 

Following the news of the secession ol 
Virginia, news which lie hud hoped never to 
hear, Colonel Lee, on April 20, 1861, 
resigned his commission in the U.S, Aimv. 
Monday morning, April 22, at the request of 
the Governor ot Virgini:!, hc departed for 
Kichmond. Mrs. Lee rem.lined at Arlington 
engaged in the work of dismantling her 

iii,>:iie .ill'l icllJlll!: t;illlllv j'-ijsM .^MIJIIS in .\. 

place of safety. Soon after she left Wash­
ington, Fedetal troops occupied the lands 
between Washington and Ale.Kaiidria. The 
remaining family possessions were later 
taken from Arlington to the old Patent Office 
in Washington, but nof^icfore many things, 
including some of the Mount Vernon heir­
looms, had been carried away. 

'I'/M' Cn/tei/ Stale.'; Acq a/res Ariington 

Situated on the Une of fortifications guard-
ing W,tNiiiiii;t(>i:, 'Jie Ai l-.iigi.Mi e>iaic s.'i'ii 
became an armed camp. Headquarters of 
the gerural conimanding the forts in the vi­
cinity were established in the mansion. Con­
fiscated by the Government when Mrs, Lee 
was unable to appear personally to pay taxes 
as requited, about 200 acres of the estate 
were set aside fbr a national cemetery in June 
1864. Upon the death of Mrs. Lee in 1873— 
Crcneral Lee li.iMnL' died in 1870—Custis Lee 
took .steps to recover tite Atlington projK-rty 
willed to him bv his grandfather. George 
Washingttjn Parke Custis. His case was 
c:trried to the U.S, Sup re tne Court, where a 
decision favorable to him was obtained. He 
then consented to give the United States a 
clear title to the property for $150,000, and 
in 1883 Congress appropriated the necessary 

.A rlington House Restored 

For years after the war, the mansion stood 
an empty shell-an office for the superin-

The c:ity of \-Xfashi ng to n from che Custis -Lee Mansion 

period. che rradirion~ of Arlingcon House 
were mainrnincd. Situated on the main­
traveled road from the South. Arlington 
was a fovorire sropping place for rebtives 
a nJ friends. I ts hos pi table door~ "ere 
alwap oix;n ro such guests. 

The Lees Lea re A rli11.gton 

1-'ollowing the news of the ~etessiun of 
Virginia. m:ws which hc: had hoped never co 
hear. Colonel Lee. on April 20, 1861, 
resigned his commission in the U.S. Army._ 
~1ond:t)' morning, April 22, at che request of 
rhe Governor of Virginia. he dep:mcd for 
Richmond. l\frs. Lee remained at Arlington 
engaged in rhe WlHk of dismantling her 
home and sen<ling family possessions co a 
place of safety. Soon afrer she left \X/a,h­
ingron. Federal troops occupied rhc lands 
between \X/ashingron anJ Alexandria. The 
rernaining familr possession~ were lacer 
r:1ken from Arlingron ro rhc old P:ucnr O ffice 

in W ashingrnn, bur nor'i>efore man)' rhings. 
i nduding some of the Mount Vc:rnon heir­
looms, had been carried away. 

The Uniled Stales A cquires Arlington 

Siruart:d on the line of fortifications guard­
ing \Xlashingcun. the Arlington estate soon 
became an armed rnmp. Head<1uarrers of 
chc general commanding chc forts in rhe vi. 
cini11' were est:iblished 111 rhe m:insion. Con­

lisc~;ed by rhe Govt'rnmenr when r-.-lrs. Lee 
w:1s u1nhle ro appear per~onally to p:~y raxe~ 
as rc<1l11rcd, :1bour 200 acre~ of chc c~c:irc 
were sci aside for a na1ion:il cemcrcry in June 
1864. upon th<: death of t-.fr~. Le<: in 1873-
General Lee h:iving died in 1870-Cusri~ U:e 
rook srcps m recover rhc Arlingron propcrq• 
willed to him by his grandf;uher. George 
\X7ashington Parke Cuscis. H is case w:is 
c:i rried ro rhe U.S. Supreme Coun. where a 
deci!<ion favorahlc co hi 111 was obrained. He 
rhen consented co give rhe United Scares a 
clc:ar cicle to che property for $150.000, and 
in 181H Congn:s~ appropriated rhe nece~sary 
funds. 

Arlington House Restored 

For years after chc war, the mansion stood 
an empty shell - an o flice for che superin-



tendent of the cemetery and a place for his 
tools. By act ot Congress, approved March 
4, 1925, the Secretary of Wat was empowered 
to undertake the restotation of Arlington 
House to the condition in which it existed 
prior to the Wat Between the States, He was 
to ptocure ft)r it, wfien possible, furniture 
known to have been in the mansion, replicas 
of that furniture, or other pieces of a style 
suitable to the first halt ot the 19th centur)'. 
Some of the historical originals have been 
returned, and for those that could not be 
obtained similar period pieces and a few 
copies have been substituted. In 1933 
Arlington House was transferred from the 
War Department to the Department of the 
I nterior. 

About Your Visit 

You may visir the Custis-Lee Mansion, 
which is located in Arhngton Natie>nal Ceme­
tery, from 9:30 a,m, to 4:30 p.m. Octobet 
tiitough Match, and from 9:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m, April through September, There is 
a small admission charge, which is waived 
for children 18 years of age and under. 

Bus service is available via Arlington 
Memonal Bridge to the mansion. Automo­
biles may drive through the cemetery to 
parking f:icilities near the mansion. 

A 48-page historical handbook may be 
putcha.sed at the mansion or from the Supet-
intendcnt of Documents, U,S, Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D,C., for 
25 cents. 

A dministration 

The CUSTIS-LEE M A N S I O N is adminjsteted 

by the National Park Service, U.S. Depart­
ment of the Interior. 

Created in 1849, the Department of the 
Intetior-America's Department of Natural 
Resources —is concerned with the manage­
ment, con.servation, and development of the 
Nation's water, wildlife, mineral, forest, and 
park and recreational tesoutres. Ii also iias 
major responsibilities for Indian and Terri-
torial affairs. 

As the Nation's principal conservation 
agency, the Department wotks to assure that 
nonrenewable resources are developed and 
used wisely, that park and recreational re­
sources ate conserved for the future, and 
that renewable resources make thcit full 
contribution to the progress, prosperity, and 
security of the United States—now and in 
the tutute. 

Addtess all communications concerning 
the memorial to the Regional Director, Na­
tional Capital Region, National Park Service, 
Washington 25, D . C 

Mission 66 

MtssiOP*) 66, a pfogtam to be completed 
by 1966, is designed to assute the maximum 
protection of the scenic, scientific, wilder­
ness, and historic resources of the National 
Park System in ways that will make them 
available for the use and enjoyment of 
present and future generations. 

The Naihnttl ¥ark System, oj which this area is a unit, is dedicated lo conserving the scenic, 
snenlijic, and historic heritage of the United States for the benefit and inspiration of its people. 

U N I T E D STATES 
D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 

N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 
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returned, :ind for those thar could nor be 
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available for che use and enjoymenr of 

presenr and furure generations. 

The Na1io11,t/ Park SJ•s1e111, of which this area is a u11i1, is dedict11ed to co,JJervi,,g the scenic, 
1tie111ific, 1111d historir heritt1ge of the U11i1ed Sl<1tes for the be11efi1 <111d i11spira1io11 of ilJ people. 
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