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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

3703 Via De La Reina is an L-shaped two-story building constructed of stucco over hollow 
tile. A one-story wing with a shed barrel tile roof projects ±o the northwest of-the main 
block of the building. A tile capped wall slopes out from the southwest front edge of 
the house. The roof is flat with a barrel tile parapet. There are canalles, single and 
grouped, placed around the parapet. A hip-roofed tower is located on the southeast corner 
of the building. It has quoin margins, a barrel tile roof and arched openings on all four 
sides. All fenestration has been replaced with metal sash except for one pair of three- 
lite wood casement windows on the second story of the tower bay. The windows are 
randomly placed an of various sizes. There is a small terrace on the south from which 
there is access to the house. See photo #23.
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1925 BUILDER/ARCHITECT O. P. Woodcock/Marsh and Saxelbye

SUMMARYOF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3703 Via De La Reina is significant as one of 25 remaining structures built as part of the 
San Jose Estates development , a planned, self-contained suburban community developed in 
1925 by a group of Jacksonville businessmen at the height of the Florida Land Boom. As do 
the majority of the original San Jose structures, the building reflects the Spanish or 
Mediterranean style of architecture developed for the subdivision by the Jacksonville 
architects Marsh and Saxelbye. The building possesses sufficient architectural integrity 
and historic significance through association with the San Jose development to be 
individually eligible for nomination as part of the accompanying thematic nomination.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

3703 Via De La Reina first appeared in public records in June .1926, with, a mortgage held 
by the builder of the San Jose development, O. P. Woodcock. After a series of transfers 
between principals which included the San Jose Estates Company, the Florida National Bank and 
the Christopher Point Company, Woodcock gained clear title to the property in March of 1934. 
This was one of 18 properties held by the builder as payment for material and labor on 
the house when the San Jose Estates Corporation was unable to pay its mortgage notes or 
taxes. The first private owner of this house was A. E. Sardello, who bought it in 1949. 
They sold it to Roy Nearing who owned several of the residences for rental purposes. After 
more than 15 years of neglect, a fire gutted the interior of the building in the early 1970s. 
Reconstruction was done by the owners, with no knowledge of the original features of the 
house. They replaced the severely damaged exterior elements with, the then-available 
building materials such as metal siding, glass doors and metal frame windows, The building 
retains its original stucco walls, tile roof, canalles, tower and perimeter wall.
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Site Size (Approx. Acreage of Property):

Less than one acre.
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