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The Golden Rule Department building has been an important commercial 
structure in Lemmon for most of its existence. This 1908 local adaptation of 
the Romanesque Revival style is two stories tall, four bays wide, and rectangular 
in shape. Whitish-colored concrete blocks constitute the main facing, and 
decorative material, including cement dentils, cornice, and a band of string course 
between levels.

The building has a flat roof with a single stack chimney to the rear. 
All second floor windows are roundheaded with compound Romanesque arches, 
slipsills, two sashes and are double hung. The first floor openings are flat- 
topped and of various sizes and shapes. The front facade contains typical 
early twentieth century display windows.

At one time the building held two separate businesses, but in the 1920's 
it was combined into one. However, the structure retained the two front doors.

The building sits on a corner lot on the main street in Lemmon. It survived 
a 1917 fire that destoyed seven nearby wooden buildings. Overall, its exterior 
appearance has changed little over the years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Golden Rule Department Store building was Lemmon's most significant 
commercial center for many years. It proclaimed in a 1957 advertisement 
that it was "western Dakota's largest department store". Not only is the 1908 
structure significant commercially but also architecturally for its display 
of concrete block construction. Commercial builders of this period seldom used 
this material in South Dakota. Therefore, this building represents one of the 
few examples of its type in the state. For these reasons the building should be 
placed on the National Register.

John Patterson built the building in 1908, one year after the town's founding; 
this makes it one of the oldest structures in the city. It was originally known 
as the Lemmon-Payne building. It housed Payne's grocery store, Ormrud Mercantile 
Company, the J.C. Elliot Company and other businesses. However, in 1922, Alfred 
Svendby bought it and established the Golden Department Store. His family continued 
to operate the business for over forty years. They closed it down a few years ago, 
and a furniture company now uses the building for storage and special sales. During 
its prime the structure served the city and the surrounding area as the place to go for 
clothes, food, and sundry items.
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