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Fisher H511 Reservoir I Gatehouse v/asincorporated into theMetropolitan V/ater Board's
jurisdiction upon theconsolidation 01 thewater systenis 01 Boston and surroundir?”j tov;ns

in 1893. Acquisitions under this consolidation includedthe Roxburv Standpirjs (A?: k-23-7%
16-2); the ?:y.5tic -'fater Morks (I5--?,3/"\ Brookline Reservoir (2"*f*") ~ and Cochituate

Aqueduct (I---~?7M"he conple:: i sstill intact unli::e other reservoirs built by theCity of
Boston and/or S roundin,-; tov/ns, v/hich have been taken out of service or filled in such as
the Forbes Hill n-servoir (otandpipc Fisher Hill "Tatehouse and Rese-vvoir are (continued

ARCH TEOURY SICN[%@NIE Describe inportant design features and eval uate i nterns of other
structures wthin the conmunity.

Fisher aill Reservoir and '.i.acehouse v.'asbuilt under thedirection of Boston City Zn-ineer
Viillia- Jackson and constructed by Moulton and Ol'iahoney, Lav/renc”, ;-la The gatehouser av
viell have been desi”n*d W/ .Boston (t;." Architect Arthur Vinal, v 'o also dosi.;!;ned t he Chestnut

Hi Il High Service Ranpin;? otation completed t he sane year as Fisher IHill. Both .ae
in the.Richardsonian Ror.-nesque style and have sinilar proportions and decorative det-ailin;.
The sr.all, rectan®gular Fisher Hill Gatehouse has a *jranite substructure, stone nain floor,

brick second story, and sl-ate hi proof. Brownstone i sused for quoins and v/indov; arches,
including t heoversized voussoirs above round-arched openings i nthemin floor. Raised

relief terra cotta decorative panels onthebuilding's facade are an in.stant of nurely

decorative detail unusual i nthearchitecture of theBoston and Metropolitan Vater Boards.

The rectangular reservoir i sa nan-;r.ade structure lined v/iith concrete and stone. The" edges

are faced with shaped brov/nstone blocks v/hich natch thebrov/nstone i nt he gatehouse thus
vi,sual.ly unifying thetvio structures. The enbanknent walls of thereservoirfunctionas the "dam

HSI%R Q\NH Explain, h| storlcal i nportance of structure and how the structure rel ates
to t e%e? of t 8nmm o

The Fisher Hill facility, con5|st| ng of a gatehouse and reservoir i slocated i nan ol der
residential, suburban neighborhood i nthetov/n of Brookline. |t vastheoriginal high service
distribution and receiving reservoir, built i n1S86-1887, and v/aspart of Boston's high service
distribution progran. | nl88”", Henry V/irightman, Boston City Fngineer, noted in an ar”nual
report that "...the constant pressure from theinhabitants of thedistricts suTDolied from

lov/ service..." necessitated ag.gressive development of a high service systen. The sane year
an appropriation for theextension of high service was passed and Fisher Hill Reservoir v/as
one of thefirst conponents built. Other parts of theservice included high service punping

at Chestnut Hill (I.-*:"gSpot Pond Punmping Station (UR i7-1J-0Y, 21'"AA later conponents at
Hyde Park and arlington Punpi ng Stations.

The gate chanber, v/ihich i sinside thegate house, contains a 3&" pips tothereservoir and
an-additional 36" pipe toChestnut Hill Reservoir. T.-/oadditional gates allowed v/ater t o be "-
taken from different levels i nthereservoir for distribution. The structure, owned by the
MG since 1919, v/astaV.en out of service i nthel9503. Today weeds grow i nthebasin and the
gat ehouse i sseal ed. The Fisher Hill facility nevertheless®remains as a good exanple of a
type of reservoir that has otherwise disappeared from t hesystem These were small reservoirs
often rectangular i nplan, that were built on hills or other suitable elevations by construe- '
tion ot high earthen enbankments. Pl eas refer toOverview, Section 7: Reservoirs; Dans
further information.

B BU G and/ or REFFEHENES
erorts of the Bo.ston VVag 3oard 1834:1'f; 35-36; 1883: 6-7; 1887: 29-33.
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architecturally significant since they represent the concerns andsuccesses of municipal
design of the late 19th-centur;r andadditionally, are comDatible v;ith their suburban
residential surroundings. The Fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse possesses interrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workjnanshir) andfeeling andneets Crite-ia \
ana. Cof the National Register.

The boundary of the conple:: includes only the ratehouse andthe reservoir a-dth° bou-"a-v
runs around tne perimeter of the reservoir. The bounaary i s shov.'n onthe attach-d zZ'-xi""
.isher mi | Reservoir andliain Water Pipes of the City of Boston i n Boston and Brookl'in-,
Metropolitan Water Vforks, 20 June 1913. Scale 1000 =1."

Staple tolnventory form at botrnm
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Section number Page

Water Supply System of MetropolitanBoston MPS
M ddl esex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counti es,

O

. Ashland Damand Spil | way

3. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 2 Damand Gat ehouse

4. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 1 Damand Gat ehouse

5. Hopkinton Damand Spill way
6. Lake Cochituate Dam

7. Medford Pipe Bridge

Min1 8. Mddlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic

9. Mstic Dam

District

<i( 10. Mystic Gatehouse S Wkrt aBW | »Tl «»

[, Mystic Punping Station
12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear District
13, Sudbury DamHistoric District

14, \eston Aqueduct Linear District

15. fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehousi”®

16. Forbes Hill Standpipe
17.  Bellevue Standpipe
18. Chestnut Hill Reservoir Historic

A, IM19. Marl borough Brook Filter Beds

District

MASSACHLEETTS

DATE LISTED

4 "otaatovii B«TI ft»

am AApimaf MB. 100*001$



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGI STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NCM NATI ON

PRCPE Fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse
NAME

MULTI PLE  Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
NAME

STATE & QGOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECEI VED: 12/ 05/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST:  12/19/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 1/ 04/ 90 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 1/ 19/ 90
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89002254

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OrHER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WAl VER N

\y ACCEPT RETURN REJECT /11 g'l/fd DATE Bat | 0O

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS!

RECOM / CRI TERI A_
REVI EVEER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached conmments YYN see attached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCR PTI ON

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

sumary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance

justification of exception

ot her toe e
Bl BLI CGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps NBDB naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone
Si gned --A ' §{ Dat e









VANpy-yy©i-

Fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse v*-Ife-JO j:.;:;:

Fisher Hill Reservoir and Main Water Pipes
of theCity of Boston i nBoston and Brook- !V\_-'&,?\- y
line, MetropolitanWater Wrks, 20 June 1913. ’&».i.iKA;:,’H*. A

Scale: 200" = 1".
NP '-PA ""e



Please refer to the map in the
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