
FORM F - STRUCTURE 

MASSACHUSEHS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Photo {3"x3" or 3"x5" black and white) 
Indicate address on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing s t ruc ture 's locat ion 
in re la t ion to nearest cross s t ree ts , bui ld ings 
and/or geographical features. Indicate a l l 
buildings between inventoried property and nearest 
in tersect ion. 
Indicate north. ^klX- O-bkAcJUj-ck 

H ^ O 5 198S AREA FORM NO. 

16-10 

Town Brookline 

Address f i s h e r Road between H:'slop and 
cna.nnin~ Koaas 

Name Fisher H i l l 'Reservoir Gatehouse 

Ownership: _Public 

Private 

Type of Structure (check one): 

bridge 
canal 
dam 
f o r t 
gate 
k i l n 
l ighthouse 

pound 
powder house 
street 
tower 
tunnel 
wall " 
windmilT 

other reservoir and gatehouse 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1887 

Source Annual Report of Boston V/ater Board, 
1 cp 

Architect Engineer/Designer (if known): 

/)k-
Construction material es.rt'n. stcne, cerier.t 

Alterations (with dates) ̂ ŷ ^̂  

Condition 

Moved fio Date 

Acreage approximately k acres 

Setting suburban residential 

UTM REFERENCE loA^-^QOAo.^-^i^O 

USGS QUANDRANGLE Newton. Ma 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Jane Carolan 

Organization Louis Ber.~er .''̂ .ssociates 

Date Jar.uar^' •̂ .ô -L- revised loRo 



MDC - TRA, MASS. 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 
Fisher H5II Reservoir 1- Gatehouse v/as incorporated i n t o the Metropolitan V/ater Board's 
j u r i s d i c t i o n upon the consolidation 01 the water systenis 01 Boston and surroundir^j tov;ns 
in 1893. Acquisitions under this consolidation included the Roxburv Standpirjs (A?.: k-23-7^; 
16-2); the ?-:y.5tic -'fater V/orks (l5--?,3/^\ Brookline Reservoir ( 2 ^ ^ f ^ ^ ) , and Cochituate 
Aqueduct (I---^'?^!'he conple:: i s s t i l l i n tact unli::e other reservoirs b u i l t by the City of 
Boston and/or S"- roundin,-; tov/ns, v/hich have been taken out of service or f i l l e d i n such as 
the Forbes H i l l n-servoir (otandpipc Fisher H i l l "Tatehouse and Rese-vvoir are (continued 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important design features and evaluate in terms of other 
structures within the community. 
. Fisher a i l l Reservoir and '.i.aoehouse v.'as b u i l t under the d i r e c t i o n of Boston City Zn-ineer 

V / i l l i a - Jackson and constructed by Moulton and O'l'iahoney, Lav/renc^, ;-la. The gatehouse rav 
v/ell have been desi^n^d Vv/ .Boston Cit;." Architect Arthur Vinal, v; 'o also d5si.;!;ned the Chestnut 

• H i l l High Service R'anpin;? otation completed the sane year as Fisher I H i l l . Both .are 
i n the .Richardsonian Ror.-nesque style and have s i n i l a r proportions and decorative det-ailin;. 
The sr.all, rectan^gular Fisher H i l l Gatehouse has a ^jranite substructure, stone nain f l o o r , 
brick second story, and sl-ate hip roof. Brownstone i s used f o r quoins and v/indov; arches, 
including the oversized voussoirs above round-arched openings i n the main f l o o r . Raised 
r e l i e f t e r r a cotta decorative panels on the building's facade are an in.stant of nurely 
decorative d e t a i l unusual i n the architecture of the Boston and Metropolitan V/ater Boards. 
The rectangular reservoir i s a nan-;r.ade structure l i n e d v/ith concrete and stone. The" edges 
are faced with shaped brov/nstone blocks v/hich natch the brov/nstone i n the gatehouse thus 
vi,sual.ly unifying the tv/o structures. The embankment walls of the reservoir function as the "dam'' 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of structure and how the structure relates 
to the development of the community. 
The Fisher H i l l f a c i l i t y , consisting of a gatehouse and reservoir i s located i n an older 
r e s i d e n t i a l , suburban neighborhood i n the tov/n of Brookline. I t v/as the o r i g i n a l high service 
d i s t r i b u t i o n and receiving reservoir, b u i l t i n 1S86-I887, and v/as part of Boston's high service 
d i s t r i b u t i o n progran. I n l88^, Henry V/rightman, Boston City Fngineer, noted i n an ar^nual 

, report that "...the constant pressure from the inhabitants of the d i s t r i c t s suTDolied from 
lov/ service..." necessitated ag.gressive development of a high service systen. The same year 
an appropriation f o r the extension of high service was passed and Fisher H i l l Reservoir v/as 
one of t h e f i r s t components b u i l t . Other parts of the service included high service pumping 
at Chestnut H i l l (l.-^:^gSpot Pond Pumping Station (UR: i^-IJ-O^; 21' ' '^^ l a t e r components at 
Hyde Park and arlington Pumping Stations. 
The gate chamber, v/hich i s inside the gate house, contains a 3&" pips to the reservoir and 
an-additional 36" pipe to Chestnut H i l l Reservoir. T'.-/o ad d i t i o n a l gates allowed v/ater to be "•-
taken from d i f f e r e n t levels i n the reservoir for d i s t r i b u t i o n . The structure, owned by the 
MDG since 1919, v/as taV:en out of service i n the I95O3. Today weeds grow i n the basin and the 
gatehouse i s sealed. The Fisher H i l l f a c i l i t y nevertheless^remains as a good example of a 
type of reservoir that has otherwise disappeared from the system. These were small reservoirs 
often rectangular i n plan, that were b u i l t on h i l l s or other suitable elevations by construe- ' 
tion ot high earthen embankments. Pleas refer to Overview, Section 7: Reservoirs; Dams 
further information. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
.^e^orts o f the Bo.ston V.Vater 3oard l 8 3 4 : l ' f ; 35-36; I 8 8 3 : 6-7; I 8 8 7 : 29-33. 

8/85 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coonunity: 

B r o o k l i n e 

Form No: 

1 D - 1 C 

Property Name :r „• U-TT •^ 
^ ' r i s n e r l u l l Reservoir 

Indicate each item on inventoiy foim which is being continued below. 

NATIOII/LL RFGI3TFR CRITERIA STATillFriT: 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t since they represent the concerns and successes of municipal 
design of the late 19th-centur;r and a d d i t i o n a l l y , are comiDatible v;ith t h e i r suburban 
res i d e n t i a l surroundings. The Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse possesses i n t e r r i t y 
of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, workjnanshir) and f e e l i n g and meets C r i t e - i a \ 
ana. C of the National Register. 

The boundary of the comple:: includes only the ratehouse and the reservoir a-d th° bou-^a-v 
runs around tne perimeter of the reservoir. The bounaary i s shov.'n on the attach-d Z ' -x i ' "^ 
.isher m i l Reservoir and liain V/ater Pipes of the City of Boston i n Boston and Brookl'in-, 
Metropolitan Water V/orks, 20 June I913. Scale 100' = 1." 

Staple to Inventory form at botrnm 



am AApimaf MB. 100*001$ 

United states Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
Middlesex, Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester Counties, MASSACHUSETTS 

COVER 

I . Ashland Dam and Spillway 

^ ^^Z'- f 2. Framingham Reservoir No. 3 Dam aa<iy|̂ |̂̂ ĵ||̂ «̂ ^̂ ^̂ -̂  

3. Framingham Reservoir No. 2 Dam and Gatehouse 

4. Framingham Reservoir No. 1 Dam and Gatehouse 

5. Hopkinton Dam and Spillway 

6. Lake Cochituate Dam 

7. Medford Pipe Bridge 

f ^^/^ ! 8. Middlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic D i s t r i c t 

9. Mystic Dam 

<i( l 10. Mystic Gatehouse S'UkrtaBMM I»Tl«» 

I I . Mystic Pumping Station 

12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

13. Sudbury Dam Histo r i c D i s t r i c t 

14. Weston Aqueduct Linear D i s t r i c t 

15. f i s h e r H i l l Reservoir and Gatehousi^ 

16. Forbes H i l l Standpipe 

17. Bellevue Standpipe 

18. Chestnut H i l l Reservoir His t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

^ ^i,/^ 19. Marlborough Brook F i l t e r Beds 4l̂ b«taatovii B«Tlft» 

DATE LISTED 

/ -/^ -ro 
< /—A 

,2ckA± 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Norfolk 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/05/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/19/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/04/90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/19/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89002254 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

\y ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / / / g'/fd DATE BatloO*^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
justi f i c a t i o n of exception 
other ' • • >'i 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed --A ' S,{> Date 







'v^^fpy-yy^:-
Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Gatehouse v*-lfe-JO j:;:;: 

^-pA-yy 
.TVV • .-
,«,».i'iK'4i«;l:',ii* -

!^P '-PA '' ' • 

Fisher H i l l Reservoir and Main Water Pipes 
of the City of Boston i n Boston and Brook- !v 
line, Metropolitan Water Works, 20 June 1913. A.: , . 
Scale: 200' = 1". 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

iViuitlpie Property Cover Slieet Reference Number: 64500254 


