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The Priscilla Dailey (U.S. Registry #170368) is a wooden unpowered canal 
boat now sunk in Bridgeport Harbor near the Stratford Avenue Bridge. About a 
third of its hull is visible at neap tide. It is 111 1 long by 24* beam by 11.8* 
depth of hold and had a net (and gross) capacity of 311 tons. Formerly named 
Elizabeth E. Newell, it was built in 1929 at Whitehall, New York, for Anthony 
0*Boyle by master carpenter William J. Ryan.

The hull is nearly rectangular in profile, section and plan, with squared- 
off stern and bluntly rounded bow. Low bulwarks with scuppers rise slightly to a 
peak where they join the prominently projecting stem. There are several raised 
strakes in the bow. The superstructure consists mainly of a single low coaming 
which extends nearly the length of the vessel. The coaming was covered by a series 
of convex hatch covers which appear to have floated away. Aft of the cargo opening 
is a small cabin, no wider or higher than the coaming. The cabin has little ports 
on the sides and a cornpanionway in the rear. A small squarish hood over the 
companionway has been washed away.

The full damage done to the vessel by its sinking and by several years under 
water cannot be fully assessed until the boat is raised. The hatch covers and 
companion hood, while detached, may be nearby and recoverable. Even if they are 
not, however, the hull is intact and it is the form, material and construction 
of the hull which embodies the Priscilla Dailey*s historical significance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Tne Prise ill a Dailey is significant because it is one of a few surviving 
wooden canal boats* Although its dimensions betray its early twentieth-century 
origin, its form closely resembles that of the smaller nineteenth-century canal 
boats. The bluntly rounded bow, the raised strakes to minimize collision damage 
to the hull, the single long coaming, the low cabin in the stern and the simple, 
rectangular hull shape are all characteristic of the Priscilla Dailey * s ancestors. 
As a rare and representative artifact of canal transportation, the Priscilla 
Dailey is a valuable historic resource, despite its being less than 50 years old.

Canals played an important role in American history. The building of the 
Erie and Champlain Canals was the nation's first (1817) large-scale canal project, 
an ambitious undertaking with important economic, technological and social effects. 
By linking the Midwest and Upstate New York with New York City, the Canals began 
the transportation revolution which created a national economy. They helped create 
widespread interest in internal improvements and provided a model for a rash of 
other projects. The New York canal system was a training ground for s generation 
of engineers. Finally, the building, upgrading and operating of the canals created 
a demand for unskilled labor which was filled in part by large numbers of Irish 
immigrants, thereby increasing the ethnic diversity of the nation f s people. Despite 
the historical importance of the New York Canals, there are now few physical 
remains of the original system, and only two known wooden canal boats.

Dei ley was built at Whitehall, New York, on the "Champlain
Canal, in 1929. The Champlain Canal was the first part (1905) of the system to be 
rebuilt to the dimensions of the New York State Barge Canal: 44.5* by 300' locks, 
with a 12 ' minimum depth. Boatmen were slow to take advantage of the improvements, 
however, and Barge Canal proponents bemoaned the lack of appropriate vessels. The 
Priscilla ^ailjry is an example of the builders' and operators' conservatism:
somewhat larger than 19th-century boats, it is a far cry from the 2000-ton steel 
barges which were anticipated, even though it was built 24 years after the
Champlain enlargement*

In 1941 the Elizabeth £« Newel 1 , as it was then known, was purchased by 
Stev/art Dailey, s former driver on the Erie Canal who operated a lighterage 
business in and around New York Harbor. There the vessel joined a number of other 
former canal boats in transporting bulk materials along the New York, New Jersey 
and Connecticut coasts. Plans are still being formulated to raise the Priscilla 
Dailey and move it to a permanent setting.
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