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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Vogt House, built in 1890, presents a compact mass to which a profusion of 
decorative features and shapes have been applied, characteristic of the busy 
facades of the Queen Anne style. The house is located on a hill in an older 
section of Iowa city, facing the length of brick Van Buren Street. The grounds 
(6 acres) are wooded, with tangles of brush; only the area immediately about 
the house is landscaped. Outbuildings are a carriage house to the west and a 
woodshed to the rear of the house.

The house is two stories, of brick laid in common bond on a rusticated stone foun­ 
dation. The main block bears a high-pitched hipped roof, with a gabled and a 
round dormer facing south. The roof line -- and the overall mass -- are broken by 
a two-story gabled-roof pavilion to the east, a two-story polygonal bay with 
hipped roof to the west, and a one-story gabled roof addition at the rear. Five 
brick chimneys with corbelled caps further complicate the roofline. Stone is used 
in a stringcourse at the base of the second floor window arches.

Three window shapes are utilized. Most prominent is the flat arch, found on both 
floors of the main elevation, on the second floor of the west facade, and in the 
porch arch to the right of the entrance. These window heads have dressed stone 
panels which form keystones. A second form is the segmental arch, used on the 
second floor, east, and for the door and single window on the west side of the 
rear section. The former have brick arches rising from stone imposts. The plain 
rectangle is also found, with long, flat stone lintels, on the first floor east 
and west.

An outstanding feature is the latticework porch, across the front and around to 
the west. It is distinguished by a round pavilion at the southwest corner, with 
a ribbed, conical roof and finial. A square lattice pattern, set diagonally, 
fills the spandrels of the round entrance arch.

At the northeast corner of the house is a small board and batten shed, attached 
to the house proper. It has a low-pitched hipped roof and brackets.

The gable-roof carriage house is set on the rear slope of the hill, and is one 
story high in front, two at rear. It is rectangular, with a central gabled dormer 
above the wide, double-door entrance to the main level. It is of board and batten 
construction; the dormer is shingled. The woodshed is in better condition, and 
may be of a slightly later date than the other structures. It, too, is wood, with 
gable roof; horizontal boarding is used for walls. The ground slopes sharply away 
to the rear, revealing a shaped stone foundation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Vogt House is an extremely well-preserved example of local Queen Anne archi­ 
tecture. Its notable features are the semicircular dormer, use of stained glass, 
curved-head windows, and the latticework porch and corbelled chimneys. No less 
important is its setting; at the top of a hill at the end of a brick street, 
with outbuildings intact, and its natural environment, six acres of wooded land, 
preserved. This is one of the older sections of the city, the hill forming 
a natural boundary. Dwellings on either side and in the immediate area are of 
similar age and size, although in a variety of vernacular designs.
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