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Statistically, the Van Tuyl Homeplace 1s undistinguished, A two-story frame
farmhouse, it was erected in 1905 with three essentially square (16' x 16') rooms
downstairs, three upstairs. A single chimney serves all six rooms from the center
of the block "T" of the house, The stairway divides the cross of the "T" on
both floors,

Perhaps the house's single distinguishing architectural feature - but an
extremely important one in an age that knew no air-conditioning other than Mother
Nature's own breezes - is that same "T" arrangement, Each of the house's six
rooms could thus boast a window on three sides, thereby enabling it to capture
whatever cooling summertime breeze might be blowing. The refreshing benefits
of this arrangement can be fully appreciated only by one old enough to have
survived an Oklahoma summer before electricity.

The house is built on stone supports, which also allowed the air to circulate
freely under the house, A slight elevation of the site permits rainfall to drain
quickly, thereby tending to preserve the house, As a result it 1s in quite good
condition today, despite the fact it has been vacant for more than ten years,

A porch and kitchen, added to the back of the house in the 1930s, has been
removed, restoring the original configuration, Although some of the tongue and
groove siding has been lost because of three quarters of a century of exposure to
the weather, it is still available and will be replaced, The roof of the house
is open to the supporting beams, which are of native oak, and are quite handsome,
The original lath and plaster have been removed because of deterioration, They
will be replaced with sheetrock, However, the interior had been painted - but
for the kitchep, which was papered - and since the daughter-in-law of the builder
is still living, original colors and wallpaper styles will be used to restore
everything as nearly as possible to its original condition., The house, of course,
never had running water or indoor plumbing. However, the original well still
stands behind the house,
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The Van Tuyl Homeplace is no Mount Vernon, It is, however, a good example of
the well-built, comfortably substantlal farmhouse erected at the turn of the century
in far-from-affluent Indian Territory., If quite plain in design, it nevertheless
gave its builder and his large family a maximum of usable space at a relatively
reasonable cost, And overall the two-story frame structure had good lines and was
not unpleasing to the eye, Additionally it offered, this in a pre-refrigerated-air
era, an ingenious architectural trick for taking the greatest possible advantage of
nature's own air-conditioning., Finally, if the house was far from unique when
built, it is, nonetheless, rather unusual today in that it has survived, And that
it remains in the hands of the same family.

Jonathan Van Tuyl, Jr. brought his wife and family to the Porter area of Indian
Territory in 1904 - from Illinois via Kansas, Purchasing 200 acres of land, he
and his sons promptly fashioned a log cabin in a grove of trees immediately behind
the present house, Once it was built, they started work on the Homeplace, which was
completed in 1905, The log structure then became the Van Tuyl School with daughter
Mattie as teacher .., the first school in the Porter area. (Mattie and three more
of the nine Van Tuyl children died that same year in a typhoid fever epidemic that
swept the community,)

The Van Tuyl Homeplace was regarded as one of the area's most attractive in its
early years, But Jonathan, who had become a prosperous farmer, died in 1919, His
wife died in 1929, The house stayed in the family, but it changed hands several
times, Finally, in 1966, it fell vacant. In 1976, however, a great-grandson
acquired the old house, began restoring it to its original appearance, In time
he hopes to make it a kind of living museum to reflect the rural lifestyle of
Indian Territory in the first years of the 20th century,
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