
MASSACHUSETTS
HISTORICAL

COMMISSION

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the Secretary of State
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108
617-727-8470

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State

Septenfcer 15, 1981

Ms. Carol Shull,
Acting Keeper
National Register Division
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Massachusetts Historical Caimission requests that the Emory Bannister 
House in Worcester be removed fron the National Register in accordance 
with 36 CFR 1292.17. The Bannister House, taMcH was listed as part of 
the Worcester Multiple Resource Area on March 5, 1980, was daiolished on 
July 30, 1981. This unfortunate action took place despite concerted 
efforts by the Worcester Heritage Preservation Society in cooperation 
with the owner to find a means of preserving it.

Enclosed you will find supplemental material, including a letter from 
the owner consenting to the removal.

Sincerely,
^J Pc

Patricia L. Weslowski 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Caimission

PlJW/mt
ends.
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September 8, 1981 /</-, ,,
HIST. CO.MM.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108

Attention; Ms. Candace Jenkins
Registration Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Re: 3 Harvard Street
Worcester, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Jenkins:

As agreed in our recent telephone conversation, enclosed please find a 
brief statement from The Paul Revere Life Insurance Company joining in the 
Massachusetts Historical Commission’s request to remove the Emory 
Bannister House from the National Register. The Company was disappointed 
that there was not enough interest to save this building.

Please send us a copy of your request and explanation to the keeper of the 
National Register.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated attention.

Very truly yours

Suzartae Fay Glynn 
Assistant Counsel

SFG/paj 
Enc.

cc: Worcester Heritage Preservation Society
71 Pleasant Street 
Worcester, MA 01609

HEALTH . LIFE • t.ROLT INSURANCE • SA\'INGS PLANS
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THE PAUL REVERE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

WOHCrSTCR MAS5ACHUEF ITS 01 COB TCL (6171799 i-iAi

i

September 8, 1981

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, MA 02108

Attention: Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Re: 3 Harvard Street 
Worcester, Massachusetts 1

Dear Ms. Weslowski:

The Paul Revere Life Insurance Company, as owner of the former residence 
located at 3 Harvard Street, concurs in the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission's request that such former residence be removed from the 

National Register.

Very truly yours.

^ Tohn H. Budd 
Senior Vice President 
General Counsel and 
Secretary

JHB/paj

HEALTH • LIFE • GROUP INSURANCE • SAVINGS PLANS



WOhCl:STEH HERITAGE IHiESERVATIOR SOCIETY

NEWS LETTER
Volume 10, Number 4- July-Augxist 1981

ANTIQUE SHOW WILL GO IN SPRING OF *82

.i.e L"^h^e“^;^^;ng^o“T9r2.^"°.naSHr'.o'o.rn ."few" T rS
far r , ‘•l ’.tntVcci:;,:.r:n.T.
committee reluctantly decided to postpone until next spiing.

NO. 3 HARVARD STREET GONE

The Emory Bannister house at 3 Harvard Street fell to the wrecker’s Ml July 30th 
following a nine month attempt to find a buyer willing to move this 1847 Greek Revival

residence to a new location.

Designed by Elbridge Boyden, the Paul Revere Life Insurance Company last October 
offered the house to our Society, plus $5,000 to help move it, if we could locate 
suitable site by May 31. Exploration of available lots in areas of compatible architecture 
(and many that were not) ended in dismal failure by mid-May in spite of some very 

encouraging near-misses.

At that point, Paul Revere, anxious to have us succeed, extended the deadline to 
June 30 giving WHPS a chance to "go public" with appeal advertisements in Mh the 
Worcester Telegram, the Evening Gazette, and Worcester Magazine. Essentially, these ads 
offered the house “FREE to anyone who had or could find a suitable lot, and would move

the house onto it.

About fifty inquiries came in by phone, letter and personal visit. On June 30 there 
were three "solid possibles." Another week's extension was gi’anted. One more serious 
interest surfaced just after July 4. When that lead and the others fell through by JiJy 7. 
we knew we were licked. The four Doric porch columns of the house were salvaged and 
are safely stored away awaiting future use.

In every way, the Heritage Society appreciates and thanks the Paul Revere Company 
and everyone involved who tried so hard to save the late Boyden-Bannister house.

MEMBERS ARE LIFE BLOOD

Anna Mays and her membership committee are mounting a major effort to obtain new 
members complete with mailings, telethons, and personal follow-ups Preliminaries wall 
be completed in September. The drive will ^c™nce^ in^ OctoM
4 V... 4V.., 1Q4V. O rtt V.
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( (a) ^J^-AjUXjl^ uJJZ.pJU. /&<UUou<u'. REMOVE
BOOim/UlV REVISION
INCREASE_________
DECREASE_________
MOVE

Property
Working Number

CONTROLTECHNICAL
Photos------
Maps ____

HISTORIAN
. Pjiouk^yUjuu^, hl'>5icniaM-

ARCHITECTURAL KISTORIAN

ARCHEOLGCLST

OTHER

REVIEW UI'JIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS BOUNDARY REVISION IS ACCEPTED Q property is removed
from the National ^ y(C(>»-c/^^-^^DATE g

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTfiT ~ - -M:.

ATTEST __________________ __ DATE -----------
^ CHIEF, BRANCH OF REGISTRATION / / .v; ;;-' -

THIS FORM IS TO BE FILED UITH THE NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION.
State notified_____ Federal ReRisterControl Cards_____ ADP_

iht*



V />?6 gjCJCOo569
FORM B - building ^

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Bostou

In Area no. Form no.
116-K

1. Town Worcester

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number

Address ^ Harvard Street 

Name
Emory Bannister House

Present use resideace-

Present owner ^‘^arjorie A, Tucjccer

Description:

Date 1847

Roll 29
Source Albert Waite Papers 

Style__________Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north.

Architect____ Elbridge Boyden

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings (describepo none

Other features facade with pedimented 

gable, rock-faced granite foundation.

Doric porch______
exterior chinlpy, 2' addition, 
Rd front door nate IQO'iAltered front door 

Moved no Date

UTM 5.
Assessors’ Book 2,,p.32 

Lot size: Lo4 6,175 sq.ft.

One acre or less

Approximate frontage

Over one acre 

60'

Approximate distance of building from street

8'

6.
it. I'loore

Recorded by sd, E.R. Pfeiffer

Organization IMrc. Heritage Pres. Soc 

Date November 1977

(over)

30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use____________

Emory Bannister

residence

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ sane

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal
Agricultural
Architectural
The Arts
Commerce
Communication
Community development

Conservation
Education
Exploration/

settlement
Industry
Military
Political

Recreation
■Religion
Science/

invention
Social/

humanitarian
Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Among the first houses built on Harvard Street after its opening, 
the Bannister House is a well-preserved example of Greek Revival archi­
tecture, one which is unusual for its four-bay facade. The structure 
rests on a foundation of rock-faced granite; the facade is framed by 
corner pilasters and has a pedimented gable. Across the first storey 
of the facade is a Doric porch behind which are three floor-to-ceiling 
windows and an entry framed by fluted pilasters. Alterations to the 
structure are minor, consisting of an exterior chimney (south), ne\J 
front door, and 2' wide addition (north) all added in 1905 by Samuel 
J, Howard, The Bannister House was built by the Partridge Brothers 
(of Barre, Massachusetts) from plans drawn by Elbridge Boyden,
One of Boyden's earliest Imovm designs, the Bannister House is the only 
building of its type for which an architect has been identified,

Emory Bannister (born 1809) came to Worcester from Southborough, 
Massachusetts around 1828 to work as a clerk at the Old Central Hotel 
(corner of Main and Exchange Streets - demolished) which was then oiTOed 
by his brother. Beginning in 1633, Bannister worked in the store of 
Col, Samuel Spurr (corner of Main and Central Streets) until 1839, 
when-he became a bookl:eeper and clerk for Osgood Bradley, BetTveen 
1854- 1661 Bannister served as postmaster; later he served as city
assessor (1367), alderman (I872) and V/orcester representative to the 
General Court (1874)• Bannister was also a trustee of the Mechanics' 
Bank of V/orcester,

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.)

Albert Waite Papers, Box 6,
Carruth, Louise, Old V/orcester Houses (unpublished scrapbooks at

V/orcester Public Library)
Proceedings; Worcester Society of Antiquity (I896) pp. 272-273*
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United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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WORCESTER HERITAGE PRESERVATION SOCIETY +^-.-

71 PLEASANT S TREET • WORCESTER • MASSACHUSETTS • OK.09

June 10, 1981

Patricia L. Weslowski, Executive Director 
Piassachusetts Historical Conniission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear pat:

We understand that if a building listed in the National Register 
is Eoved, it may retain its National Register status if the new lo­
cation is approved prior to the move.

This Society has been offered the Emory Bannister House, located 
at 3 Harvard Street, if it can be moved by June 30th, The enclosures 
explain our present predicament. Three separate parties are attempting 
to make the necessary arrangements to move the house.

In the event one of them is successful, we request that you be 
authorized by the Commission to make the decision as to whether or 
not the new site is compatible.

Very truly yours,

wanet K. McCorison 
Executive Director

end.
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The Emory Bannister House - 3 Harvard Street
Amone the first houses built on Harvard Street, the Emory Bannister House is a well 

pre^^ed example of Greek Revival architecture. Built in 1847. it Is uhusua for r a 
four bay facade. The structure rests on a foundation of rock faced granite and its 
facade is framed by corner pilasters with a pedimented gable. Across the first storey 
is a Doric column porch behind which are three floor-to-ceiling windows and an entry 
framed by fluted pilasters. Alterations to the exterior of the structure have been 
minor: a chimney to the south, a new front door, and a two-foot addition "°Jth
side - all added in 1905 by Samuel J. Howard. The Bannister House was built hy th 
Partridae Brothers of Barre from plans drawn by Elbridge Boyden. One of Boyden s earliest 
too™ dlslSs tSs house is the only building of its type for which an architect has

been identified.
Emory Bannister, born in 1809. came to Worcester from Southborough about 1828 to work

Schangh^tre^istow-d^isSV ir^lSS ^

LTo^d Bra55:y.-s^ad1srtrter^a^-18e;T X ^^ridrc^f U 7 !
Worcester representative to the General Court (1874). He was also a trustto of the 

Mechanics Bank of Worcester. ’
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I'idve a nouse; Move k

Ey PETLS P. DOf.'KER 
Of tf(« T*i«gram Staff

“FREE HOUSE,” the newspaper 
edvertbement read.

But like most things free, there 
was a hitch. As the advertisment ei- 
plained, “....you move It.”

Still, an eight-room, two-and-a- 
fcalf-story Greek Revival style home 
is not offered free for the taking eve­
ry day and more than 20 people 
called the Worcester Heritage Pres- 
ervaUon Society after the announce­
ment in the classified ads appeared. 
Many of the callers appeared to be 
seriously Interested, according to 
Mrs. Janet McCorison, the society’s 
executive director. They have been 
told to take a look at the house and 
come in to the society to see the 
plans and discuss the project.

Mrs. McCorison said the house of­
fer is legitimate and was made after 
the society found itself stymied in its 

, ^orts to find a place of its own for 
Utf 1847 home.

Purchased by the Paul Revere Ufe 
Insurance Co. last year to expand 
parking next to its national home off- 

^ ice-in Worcester, the company of- 
I fered the house free to the Heritage 
, PreservaUon Society. It requested, 

however, that the house be moved by 
?>lsy 31 -from its 3 Harvard St. loca-iiuui us a narvara St. loca­tion. The society figured it could give 
it a try. It estimated the cost of mov-

,, 1^ site preparation at a new loca- 
; tica and building of a new foundation 
. would total about $35,000.
* But after more than five months of 

trying and with the insurance compa- 
. ny extending its deadline until the 

er:d of this month, Mrs. McCorison 
Kid the PreservaUon Society has so 

’^far been unable to come up with a 
suitable locaUon for the historic 

shome.
4 The society, she said, would have 
' preferred a site in Worcester’s his­

toric Crown Hill neighborhood
1 . --------- Wi vg•4'-““:®*^ Revival homes but every- 

. ;Whcxe it found an empty lot, the soci- 
-ety ran into roadblocks, according to 
Mrs. McCorison.
, a 3.»-foot front, Mrs. McCori- 
pa said the house “cannot be moved 
|iown every street. It is quite wide.’; 
-^-Some lots were too small for the 
noasc, or the cost of site development 

: was too high.
k Other loU were not available for 

■ Iporcbase. ■ -v ,
, ^-jecking towards the Elm Park 

^ Mi^rhood on', one side and the

-

.. .a

'H.""

Hou« offered free for Ae

Kedmont neigborhood on Uie other 
side of Crown Hill, the society ran 
into similar problenis.

It has been a very frustrating ex­
perience, according to Mrs. McCori­
son. / r . '

moving and site preparaUon would 
be substantial, she said it would sUU 
offer several advantages; the bouse 
is spacious: it would be far less ex­
pensive than building a new one, it is 
a handsome home and it would offer 
a lot more bouse for the investment

One suggestion was to move the 
house to a vacant lot on Pleasant 
Street and have it used for office 
space. But this pbn fizzled, too.

“We seemed to have reached dead­
end,” Mrs. McCorison said. So the so­
ciety turned to advertising. The ad 
ran in Uie Worcester News and the 
May 31 Sunday Telegram.

As the advertisement explained;
You may acquire this hou.se without 

payment to the Society;” and the 
taker would have to agree to move 
the house at his or her expense before 
June 30, anywhere in Worcester 
County, but with location in Worces­
ter preferred.

Calls came in from people in Wor­
cester but also from communities 
and as far away as Berlin and West 
Brookfield. ’The man from West 
Brookfield, a carpenter, was thinking 
about disasssembling the hou^ be­
fore moving it, Mrs. McCorison said.

i 1
Still another stipulation before one 

is allowhd to truck the house away is 
that the new owner has to preserve 
its outside appearance. After all, the 
1847 home is placed on the National 
Register.

She described the house as struc­
turally sound and while the cost of

Mrs. .McCorison said the society 
has not given up yet on the house. But 
with time growing short, “we felt we 
should try every avenue,” ''

Hence the advertisement,'■

1
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(Resource Name) ^ '

\MbircM'kv
(Reference Number[s]) (Date Form Completed)

WACX(County) (State) (Completed by)

STATUS:

1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/DEMOLISHED 3. NHL 4.TR 5. MRA 6.0VERSIZED 7. NPS UNDOCUMENTED 8. DOE-OWNER OBJECTION 9. RESTRICTED

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( );
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( );

2. / /
(Cause for Removal) (Date Removed)

3.
/ /

(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)

4.

(Date Designated)

(If Multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

5.
(If Multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

6.______________________________________________________________
(Location of oversize file)

7. / /

(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

COMMMENTS: (Where found or source of replacement)

/ /

(Date Found/Replaced)

National Park Service National Register of Historic Place Locator Card


