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During 1967 and 1968, the Governor's Mansion in Carson City underwent
its first major restoration in 57 years. Under the instigation of
former Chief Executive, Governor Paul Laxalt, and with a legislative ap-
propriation of $78,750 and the considerable aid of private funds, the
interior was completely renovated; the exterior modified and restored;
the grounds enlarged and landscaped anew. "The mansion now displays the
dignity and prestige befitting the home of Nevada's Chief Executive." 1)
The entire restoration program was carried out by the architects of the
State Public Works Board.

The mansion retains its neo-Classical Revival style as constructed in

the Georgian manner. It is a l6-room, 2-story, white frame structure;
rectangular in form. The front is dominated by a massive Jeffersonian
portico. The full pediment entry roof is supported by six Ionic columns,
grouped in 3's at each corner. Similar smaller Ionic columns support

the upper gallery, that along with its lower counterpart extends around
the structure, in front on the south side and in the rear. The structure
rests on a stone base; it has a full basement. The slate shingle roof
has a low pedimental pitch. The wide eaves are detailed as classical
cornices. The front corners are seemingly supported by full length pilas-
ters detailed in the Ionic Order.

During the restoration process, the configuration of the building was
modified. Whereas the original downstairs portion of the building was in
the form of a rectangle and the upstairs and roof outline in the form of

a "U", under restoration the entire building became a rectangle. The
upper and lower front galleries were, at this time, extended to the south
and rear sides. A brick fireplace on the south side was removed and a new
stone masonary fireplace constructed to serve the same rooms at the rear
or west side of the mansion. Many changes were made in window details.

On the interior the first floor contains the grand entry hall, the recep-
tion room, a formal dining room, the Governor's study, luncheon room,

and the kitchen. The upstairs contains the private five bedroom living
quarters for the Governor's family. The basement has a rumpus room be-
sides containing a heating plant and storage areas. At the time the
mansion was renovated, adjacent land was procured, and the landscaping
extended. A 3-car carriage house was constructed, an existing bungalow
remodelled for use by a housekeeper, and an existing garage converted

for use of grounds maintenance equipment.

The mansion was originally constructed in its present site during 1908
and 1909 at a bid cost of $22,700. The architectural drawings and spec-
ifications were prepared by George A. Ferris of Reno. His total cost
was estimated at $25,000. Between the period of April, 1907, and Sep-
tember, 1908, when the calls for bids were first placed and the time that
the contract was awarded, a considerable struggle ensued to secure a
suitable bid. The building was completed during July, 1909, and moved
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Construction Co.

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Frledhoff Hoeffrel & Co. =-

George A. Ferris; w.han_
- Ralph E. Eissmann, AIA,

Chief Architect, State Public Works Board.

The Governor's Mansion is of state significance as the home of the Chief
It is, therefore, a symbol of the power and

f Executive of the state..
dignity of the office.

The building displays qualities of exceptional

design balance, restraint in the use of materials, fine detailing, and a
sensitive expression of character.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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front of the mansion faces North Mountain Street.

south side abutts on Robinson Street.

north side abutts private property facing Washington Street.
rear abutts-private property facing East Sunset Way. =
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7. Description

into that month. It has been occupied continuously since.

1) Gale, Frederick C. - The History of the Capitol Building and
Governor's Mansion



