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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL ARPPEARANCE

2 story brick ocommercial structure, built in 1888,

The building is located on the South side of First Street between
Main St. and Napa Creek in the City of Napa.

The lower floor front has ornate cast iron columns, large store fromnt
windows, and recessed doors.

.2nd story facade has an ornamental iron balcony and parapet. The
facade has asters, dd:}rative moldings, medallions, and a nameplate,
capped by a stone cornice with date (1888) in the center of the

The upper floor windows are arched with decorative keystones; upper
portion of the arch is surrounded by moldings. The red brick of the
building is contrasted with white stone work in the window voussoirs.

Character of design is red brick contrasted by white stone molding
and trim. Cornice supported by decorative scroll brackets.

Early photographs show that no major changes have been made.

Minor Changes include;

1, Temporary removal and storage of two stained glass windows from the
second story of the building. This was done by the owners after the theft
of the small center window. These windows are believed to have been
brought to Napa from another building in Mariposa County by the building's
original owner.

2. Loss (cause and date unknown) of 4 decorative stone pieces from the
parapet.

The building is presently unoccupied.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is easily the most refined example of<italinat;>
commercial architecture in Napa. A very carefully designed buitding for
its period. This building has long been a landmark in downtown Napa. In
Historic Preservation in Napa, the Napa Community Redevelopment Agency
describes the building as one of the "Commercial structures of a unique
and distinctive quality that contribute historic values to the Napa
environment."

The Semorile family was preminent in Napa's early mercantile history.
Members of the family are said to have been involved in the first Napa
tannery and first Napa €ity brandy distillery, as well as the grocery
business in this building. The Semorile family came originally from
Portofino, Italy (in 1855) to Mariposa. They moved to the Napa Valley in
the 1860's. The grocerey business in the Semorile Building was operated
by Bartholomew Semorile and his sons.

Architect for the building is believed to have been
L. M. Thurton, leading Napa architect at the turn of the century. The
style of the building reflects the Gold Rush country from which the
family had come.
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6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Preservation in Napa

January 1974 Local
Napa Community Redevelopment Agency

1559 First St.

Napa, California

Very Important Structures (This is a preliminary unpublished survey
done for the Napa Community Redevelopment Agency by R. Pierpont.)

Summer 1973 Local

Napa Community Redevelopment Agency
1559 First St.
Napa, California
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