NPS Form 10-900 - OMB No. 1024-0018 1 (t'| |

o RECEr .+ .

United States Department of the Interior
National Paric Service
. . o bH 22 @56
National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form
INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION

This form Is for use in nominating or requesting detemiinations for individual properties a|d distrlct"**""3&W"(SI&"i*"'itefcomplete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Fonn (National Register Bulletin 16A) Comple!?/3!fnfSHH!7W WTthe approprtite box or
by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter N/A" for "not applicable." For functions.
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typevVriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name Charlton Center Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

Dresser Hill Road, Main Street, North IVlain Street, Masonic Home Road
street & number Oxford Road, Old Worcester Road N/A not for publication
city or town Charlton _ _ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA  countv Worcester code 027  zip code 01507

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this *nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"VMmeets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally ¢ statewide “locally. (e See continuation sheet for additional comments.) i

Signature of certifying official/Tile  Judith B. "McDonough, ExecutivE Director ite
""Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property ¢ meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

<onal Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register
¢ See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register Entered In t he
« See continuation sheet. national Be? stecr
¢ determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register

o other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownersiiip of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

> private _ building(s).*
X public-local X district
4 public-State _ site I

_; public-Federal _ structure

_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling, hotel
COMMERCE/TRADE: store

SOCIAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: town hall

EDUCATION: school, library

RELIGION: religious facility, church related
FUNERARY: cemetery, funeral home
AGRICULTURE: agriculture field

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal
MID 19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: ltalianate, Queen Anne

LATE 19TH-20th CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial and
Clasical Revival

EARLY 20TH CENTURY AMERICAN:
Bungalow/Craftsman

Narrative Description

Worcester Countv, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
44 12 buildings
5 1 sites
structures
5 objects
54 13 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

SOCIAL: meeting hall

GOVERNMENT: town hall

EDUCATION: school, library

RELIGION: religious facility, church related
FUNERARY: cemetery

AGRICULTURE: agricultural field

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite, BRICK, CONCRETE

walls WOOD: weatherboard, shingle, BRICK,
ASBESTOS, SYNTHETICS: vinyl

roof STONE: slate, ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Charlton Center Historic District, located on two adjacent hilltops near the geographic center of the
Town of Charlton, Massachusetts consgts of fifty-four contributing buildings, Stes, structures and objects
which together make up this institutional and residential center of town. Charlton is located southwest of
Worcester and three miles east of Sturbridge.

The approximately eighty-five acre district evolved aong the north-south drumlin of Charlton Center on
which is centered the dliptical-shaped Common. The district is south of the ees-west route of Route 20
and includes Route 31, which is Masonic Home Road, entering the district from the northwest. Main
Street, from Masonic Home and Old Worcester roads running south adong the Common, and Dresser Hill

, - Road south of the Common. Also included in the district are a small portion of North Main Street, and
the ees-west roads of Old Worceser State Road, Mugget Hill Road, and Oxford Road. Westridge Road
isaamall town road leading to the recreationd fields and the Westridge Cemetery. The didtrictis
bordered by agricultural fieldson all Sdes

The district boundaries follow property lines including 4 Dresser Hill Road of which recent subdivision
lines are not recorded yet on local Assessor's Maps. Visualy the district boundaries ae obvious due to
the terrain and the change in architecture and period of devdlopment. Most of the contributing properties
maintain their resdentia use and four properties which were built for commercid use have been
converted to resdences. The presence of four institutional buildings and five monuments setsthe dage
for the civic center of town. The district conggts of atotal of fifty-six buildings, six dtes, and five
objects.

The topography conveys a dear picture of the historical devdopment with the long high ridge of Charlton
Center, the setting for the ingtitutional and residential buildings and the surrounding farm lands lining the
dopes and the valleys bdow. House lots ae goaciouswith mature trees and condstent setbacks forming
A avillageor center dregtscgpewith arurad quality a the edges. On the eest Sde of the Common an
additional carriage lane fans out from the Common giving the resdences and School on that
Sde additional green goece between housesand the main traffic route.  Athleticfiel dson the west 9de
and the land of the Spurr Farm on the eest Sde contribute to the rural open setting which is condstent
with the center's historical deveopment.

Most buildingsin the district are domedic in scdewith the exception of three indtitutional buildings: the
church, the Town Hall and the High School. The institutional context is established by the Town Hall
and the High School on ether gde of the long two-acre Common & the center of the district. Resdentia
properties are one and one-haf and two and one-half dories in height. Most ae well preserved
displaying wood clapboard or shingle siding. The two mog prominent buildings, the Town Hall ad
Charlton High Schooal, are of brick construction. Three dwellings have been covered with adoestos
shingles and ten have synthetic siding covering wood cdapboards

(continued)
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Buildings date from 1775 when the first SHem Town House was condructed and are representaive of all
periods of development and many architecturad styles. Mogt dwellings are vemacular interpretetions of
popular syles of eech period. Contributing outbuildings are few and include only two garages and three
atached bams, eech of which gopearsto have bean built ssparatdy and atached by reer or Sde disa a
later date. One property hes an atached bam which has been listed as non-contributing due to the
subgantiad loss of integrity due to modem dterationsto residentiad goace

Non-contributing resources which ae modern in congmction date retain a sanse of the domestic scde and
design of the contributing buildings. The non-contributing properties are three resdences, two office
buildings, five garagesiworkshop, one atached bam, one ball field, one fieldhouse, and the Air Patrol

Hut. The office building a 63 North Main Stret is a reproduction of the daborate Federd Style sscond
Sdem Town House of 1796 which occupied this site until being moved to Sturbridge Village in 1956,
thus the new constmction retains the domestic scdle and style reminiscent of the contributions of the
Town family.

Descriptions of the contributing properties of the Charlton Center Historic District follow and are
presented in chronological order to convey the evolution of the digtrict from the earliest extant
dwelling, the Sdem Town Houss, to the latest contributing resource, the 1944 Honor Roll.

Resdentid Resources

The oldest extant dwelling isthe Sdem Town House (57 No. Main Strest, 1775, Map# 1). Located
north of the Common near the former Town brick yard, the house has been dtered subgtantially as shown
by its steeply pitched roof and wide gable overhang and the gambrd roof two-story sdefrear ell. The
building isathree-bay center entrance property with an endosad entrance porch, facing south, which
explains the orientation of the gable end facing North Main Strest and the rear ell gppearing to be a sde
ell.

The William Weld House (58 Main Strest, 1793, Map # 29, Photograph # 2) is one of the best presarved
locd examples of a Federd house, with afive-bayfacade, sx-over-six sseh &t in plain frames, and twin
chimneys. The center entrance surround with reeded pilagters, a five-light transom, and anarrow
pediment top gppears to be new due to the narrow proportions which would not have been commonto a
late eighteenth century building. The two and one-hdf story rear ell was probably built in 1939 when the
four-car mbblestone garage was congdmcted. The garage resembles a carriage housewith the large
double doors each with multiple lightsin the top pands

Mrs. Flint'sHouse (14 Main Street, 1785, Magp# 39, Photograph # 5) is dtuated on the ridge with the
land dropping off substantidly behind o that the dwelling isthree dories inthe reer. The house has six
bays on the main facade, a hipped roof on one end and gable roof on the end which gppearsto be the
sixth bay of afive bay dwelling. The entrance is recessed, has a seven-light transom and flanking fluted
pilegters. Alterationsinclude late nineteenth century two-over-two sash and recent synthetic siding.

(continued)
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Built a the end of the eighteenth century isthe John Spurr House (27 Main Strest, 1798, Map #11),
displaying Federd architecture with Gresk Revival updating. The building is afive-bay,two and one-
half story clgpboard dwelling, two bays degp and has twin chimneys. The center hall entrance hes a
Federd door with fluted pilagters carrying a projecting molded lintel, under which there is a saven-light
transom. Windows have six-over-six seeh. The gable endsdisplay full templar retums.  The rear €l
which projects to the Sde was an atached bam which has been converted to living goace

Also displaying Federd Style architecture is the Nelson Mclntire House (18 Main Sirest, 1798, Map # 38,
Photograph # 5) which rests on a granite block foundation with some brick on the north sde. The
dwelling hes the gandard five-bay facade and twin chimneys of the center hall plan. Alterations include
late nineteenth century two-over-one windows, late twentieth century synthetic siding and a plain entrance

porch.

The early nineteenth century weas atime of expansgon of dwellings around the Common. Built between
1808 and 1806 isthe Dr. Ebenezer Phillips House (45 Main Street, Map# 15) which dso displays
Federd and Gresk Reviva characteridics. The two and one-hdf story,five-baydwelling with center
entrance hes an atached bam which has been converted to an goatment.  Wide duminum siding covers
the original cdapboard sheething. The house has four monumentd tgpered squared pilasters on themain
facade. Thisisan unusud decorative treetment and isfound only on thisproperty.

The Leonard Town Shop and Dwelling (65 Main Street, 1804, Magp# 19) is a modes five-bay cgpe with
a dde-hdl entrance marked by a small, gabled-roof entry porch. The dwelling is one and one-half sories
on granite block and the shop was in the one-gory rear ell.

The John Pratt House (13 Main Street, 1813, Map# 8, Photograph # 6) is smilar to many of the loca
center hall plan dwellings with itsfive-bay,two and one-haf story facade and twin chimneys. Windows
have sx-over-six lights. The center entrance is enframed with pilasters supporting a wide entablature and
flanking half dde lights. The first gory hes three windows on each sde of the center entrance but the
five-bay scde and spacing of the second story gppearsto be the original intent.

Thefinest example of Fedard architecture in Charlton is the Ebenezer Collier House (9 Main Stred,
1820, Map # 7, Photograph # 6). It isatwo story, hipped roof dwelling with afive-bayfacade. The
mog notable feature isthe fine elliptical Federd fanlight over the center entrance which hes flanking sde
lights. Windows have twelve-over-twelve sash. Only one of the originad end chimneys remains. The
low one and one-haf gtory long dde ell with garage isa later addition.

The Danidl Woodburv House (28 Main Street, 1827, Map # 35) is congtmcted on a granite foundation
with the typical five-bay, center-entrance facade. The house is two bays degp and hes one interior
chimney. The hipped-roof entrance porch hes flat-cut columns and similarly cut brackets, clearly alate
nineteenth century addition.

(continued)
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The Lyre House (6 Main Stret, pre-1857. Map # 41), 0 cdled for the decorative trim on the entrance
porch, is along six-bay building on the southwest comer of the main intersection a Charlton Center.
The entrance porch is late-nineteenth century Italianate design with daborate scroll brackets and
collonettes or clustered narrow columns supporting the doorhood. Windows recently have been chenged
to one-over-one vinyl sssh. The one-gtory rear ell and large commercia one and one-half story sde ell
ae of later constmction.

Ore of the mogt important properties in the district isthe Leonard Town House (63 Main Street, 1835,
Map # 18). Thefive-bay hipped roof dwelling has a center hall entrance with end chimneys and an
atached bam. The dwelling wes restored in 1932 a which time late nineteenth century sash were
replaced with twelve-over-twelve windows and the atached bam was converted to a garage.

One of two gable front Greek Reviva cottages isthe Samud Rockwood House (5 Main Street, 1841,
Map # 6). Built on a granite block foundation the three bay clgpboard dwelling with sde hal plan
displaysflushboardsiding in the gable front facade. A classcd frieze under a plain molded cornice
surrounds the house. At the rear there is an atached ell and small bam which is conssent with the
period and style of architecture.

The only remaining dwelling built between 1835 and 1870 isthe Heresden-Norcross House (112 Masonic
Home Road, 1857, Map# 43). The vemacular cottage displays the Greek Revival dde hall plan dthough
it hes been dtered with synthetic siding.

The late ningteenth century was atime of scatered development a Charlton Center.  In 1870 the modet
Captain King House (68 Main Street, Map # 26) was congmcted, a Smple cottage form with atached
barn and no eaboration. Following that was the Varanus Johnson House (19 Main Street, 1872, Map #
10) inthe Itdianate style. The gable front of the two and one-haf gory dwelling hes a 9de hall entrance
with a bracketed doorhood daborated with a carved vine and rose motif. The entrance door hestwo
round heeded glasspands There are two rear disdso on granitefoundations.

Of amilar desgn isthe Old Church Parsonage (57 Main Street, 1882, Map# 17). Johnson, owner of the
house a 19 Main Strest, was on the Committeeto build a parsonage and clearly hed his house in mind
when approving the design of this property. The three-bay sde hall entry dwelling displays the L-plan
common to Italianate dwellings. The hipped roof entrance porch supported by chamfered posts hes a
paired bracketed comice. Windows of two-over-two sseh have projecting lintels common to the Itaianate

syle.

With the introduction of the Worcester Street Railway in the early 1900s came increesed activity in
devdopment & Charlton Center. Twelve new houssswere built between 1903 and 1944. Mot display
Colonia Revival and Craftsman characterigtics except for the Frank Knight House (51 Main Street, 1903,
Mep # 16) which displays a cross gable plan in the Quen Anne style. The three-bay, sde-hal main
facade hes paiterned butt, scaloped and plain shingles inthe gable peek. The wrap porch is the mogt

(continued)
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distinguishing feature, with a pediment marking both the sde hall entrance and another s2t on adiagond
a the wrapped comer of the porch marking an additional entrance.  Scaloped shingles decorate the
pediments and dentil molding is used to trim the comice of the porch roof which is supported by round
columns on tall square bases Thisdwelling rests on a granite block foundation, retains its clgpboard and
shingle sheathing, and has a daeroof.

Other early twentieth century dwellingsincludethe Dr. Paul Abell House (22 Main Street, 1903, Map #
37), the Frank Baker House (24 Main Street, 1906, Map # 36), and the William Robbins House (67 Main
Street, 1908, Map # 20). Each ismodest and has one or two distinguishing fegtures. The vemacular
cottage & 22 Main Street hes a center geble piercing the eave line on the main facade, a dightly flared
soond story gpron, and a polygona Sde bay. The gable front cottage & 24 Main Strest rests on abrick
foundation and has projecting polygonal bays on eech dde of the two-story dwelling. The bungdow a
69 Main Street is substantidly dtered. All three dwellings have synthetic siding.

Two housesbuilt and owned by the samefamily and next to each other are the dagpboard King-Blood
House (4 Dresser Hill Road, 1911, Magp# 24) and the shingled Emest Blood House (72 Main Stredt,
1929, Map# 25, Photograph # 1). Each digplays Bungdoid characteridics with a central dormer which
rises from and pierces the eave overhang on the main facade. Each one and one-hdf story dwelling is
built on a mbblestone foundation. The large bam attached to 4 Dresser Hill Road was moved to this dte
in 1927 from the Weld House & 58 Main Street, accounting for its earlier date than the house

Other domestic constmction was minimal. In 1926 next to the new school the Royal Baker House (31
Main Street, Map# 12, Photograph # 3) a Dutch Colonial cottage was congmcted. 1t has been dtered
subgtantially with synthetic siding and synthetic fluted columns supporting a bracketed porch hood. The
Dutch Colonia house hes along one-gtory sde ell.  Two dwellings on what was a narrow portion of the
Sdem Town farm on the south sde of Worcester Road are the Luther Burlingame House (181 Old
Worceser Road, 1928, Map # 5) and the Arthur Dodge House (189 Old Worcester Road, 1931, Map #
4). The Burlingame property retains its bungaow fegtures with mbblestone foundation, paired windows,
projecting bay, and sunburst design inthe gable pesk. The garage was built ina samilar style and rdates
to the house. The Melvin Baker House (114 Masonic Home Road, 1940, Map # 42) and the Charles
Sone House (5 Oxford Street, 1941, Map# 21) are modest one and one-haf story Cepe.

Commercid and Ingtitutional Properties

The oldest extant commercid property isthe Weld Tavem (46 Main Street, ca 1804, Map # 31).
Although the largefive-bay, two and one-haf story building hes been covered with adbesossiding, the
wide proportions of a late eghteentiVearly nineteenth century constmction are evident. Windows have
sx-over-9x saeh and are paired inthe second and fourth second-gory bays with no window in the third
over the center entrance.  Early photogrgphs show the traditional five single second-story windows
expected in such abuilding. The long two-story reer ell housad the ballroom.

(continued)
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On the property of the Bay Path Cemetery, described below, is the modest Hearse House (1857, Dresser
Hill Road, Map# 23C). Thisutilitarian one-story gable front smcture has vertical flush board siding and
wide carriage shed doors.

Two commercia properties, congmcted in 1886, replacing the Old Brick Store which bumed in 1885,
ae the Wood-Baker Store (34 Main Street, Map # 34) and the Grain Store (36 Main Street, Map # 33).
The generd dore building, athough fenestration and siding have been dtered, was built to resemble
surrounding domestic gmctures with five- or sx-bay facades, two and one half sories and acentra
chimney. The Grain Store, Stuated next to the generd dore until 1928 when converted to a resdence, is
a shingled gable front ssmcture, presently telling little of its earlier history.

Ore of the mogt prominent buildingsisthe Grange (10 Main Street, 1891, Map # 40, Photograph #5).
The gable-front Colonial Revival form istypica of thistype of building. It retains itsfiel dstone,granite
and mortar foundation and depboard siding. The gable-front facade hes awide raking eave and retums
supported by narrow comer pods. Windows retain the six-over-six sseh. The entrance is marked by an
encdlosed-pediment porch.

Of importance to the development of this area was the trolley route which is recdled by the Trolley
Waiting Station (28A Main Street, 1905, Magp # 35A). It isatiny, hipped-roof building with vertical
board siding and a sde el with a large four-light window. It originaly was Stuated on the northwest
comer or Masonic Home Road and North Main Street.

The three mogt significant ingtitutional buildings were congmcted in the early twentieth century. 1n 1904
Charlton built its first municipal mcture, the William Henry Dexter Memoria Town Hall (44 Main
Strest, Map #32, Photograph # 4). Designed by the Boston firm of Frost, Briggs, and Chamberlain the
prominence of the tall two-story brick sdmcture is acocentuated by its high hipped date roof and tall
temple-like round cupola on an octagond base The building condsts of a central, three-bay, hipped-roof
section flanked by wide, projecting, hipped-roof, two-story bays. Georgian Reviva characteridtics include
the brick first-story quoins, the limestone string courses marking the top of the first story and bottom of
the second gory, the dentil and modillion block comice, the three arched recessad entrances repedied in
the second-gory round-heeded windows with keysones, and the emblematic plaques underlining some of
the fenestration and over other windows.

The Charlton High School (35 Main Street, 1923, Map# 13, Photograph # 3) is on the oppodte sde of
the Common facing the Town Hall. Its scdle, materids and desgn echoes the architecture of the Town
Hall and while it is not a replicathe dandard for these two centrd buildingsin the district is established.
The one and one-half story brick building has the brick quoins, three central arched recessad openings,
and arounded cupola of the Town Hall. The bank of five triple sssh multi-light windowsflanking the
ached entrances and the daborate paired comer brackets, and the water table above the raised besemant
windows add to the classicd design of the High School. Also of note are the dormers; one round-heeded
center dormer and flanking eyebrow dormers emarge from the date roof surface.  The cupolais

(continued)
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dightly different from the more deaborate lantem of the Town Hall and has clock facesat the top of each
louvered sde with adome top. The one-gtory brick wingswere added in 1949.

The Federated Church (64 Main Street, 1940, Map # 28, Photograph #s 1 and 2) replaced the 1827 Gresk
Revival meetinghouse which bumed on Chrisgmas Eve 1939. The templar gable-front pediment is carried
by round columns which form a recessad entrance bay with a roundheeded fanlight over the entrance and
large nine-over-nine flanking windows. The lantem is located neer the front of the main block. Sde
windows are large twelve-over-twelve with roundheeded fanlights over eech. The large two-story sde ell
was added in 1962.

Of domedtic scde and residentiad look isthe Willis Baker House (17 Main Strest, 1925, Map # 9) built es
afianeral home thus of commercid use The Bungadow Style house with six-over-one windows is
shegthed in wood shingles and has a projecting bay window on the south sde.  Its unique festure isthe
double szed casament window with pattemed transom, now partially hidden by an endosed porch. The
window wes dedgned to fiinction as away to move caskets in and out of the funera parlor.

Landscapes and Memoria Objects

Key to the district are some of the landscgpe features which form the mral visual quality and unite the
digtrict visually and historically. The Charlton Common (Main Street, 1759, Map # 47) and the Bay Path
Cemetery (Dressr Hill Road, 1760, Map # 23, Photograph # 1) are centrd to the development of the

i Charlton Center Historic District. The Common isalong elliptical greenswvard which extends along Main
Strest from just south of the Old Worcester Road intersection to BurlingameRoad. It isatwoacre
Common with scattered trees and shmbs forming a park-like setting. At the center isthe Morton
Monument (1924, Map # 47A). 1t is granite with a bronze plague commemorating Dr. William T.G.
Morton (1819-1868) who as the plague dateswes "Dentist Discoverer and Demondrator of Ether
Anesthesd'.

The Cametery is a the south end of the district and is defined by agonewall. 1t ishighly visible asit
gts a the intersection of Main Street, Dressr Hill Road, and Oxford Road. The oldest sone dates from
1764 located a the northwest comer on the original acre of Cemetery land. In 1812 the areawas
expanded. Sate goneswith soul effigies and angds heads are common and there are some later marble
goneswith willow and um carvings. Twentieth century sonesae granite. The most famous done inthe
camaay isthat marking the grave of John Capen Adams, more popularly known as "Grizzley" Adams

It isan arched marble gone with a carving of Adams in his buckskin clothing and gun in hand, walking
with his favorite bear, Ben Franklin. An 1853 ornamentd iron fence surrounds a small twelve grave lot
of the Danidl Lamb family. It isthe only remaining ornamental fence within the cemetery.  Also within
the gone walls of the Bay Pah Cametery are the Hearse House (1857) described above and the Air Petrol
Hut, constmcted on the Common in 1953 and moved here & a later dae

(continued)
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Next to the Cemeteary isthe Town Pound (Oxford Road, 1837, Mgp# 22). Thissmdl areais st off by
afour-foot dry laid gonewall. Tall granite pogswith hinges mark the entrance where once hung a gate.

There are two monuments a the Town Hall which commemorate Charlton's veterans  Both are located
on the green gpace between the roadway and the semi-circular driveway in front of the Town Hall. The
Civil War Monument (44 Main Strest, 1902, Map # 32B, Photograph # 4) isatal obelisk on a wide
uare bese with a soldier and eegle carved on the west sde facing the Common. The obelisk istopped
with around ball which is daborated with a scrolled leaf desgn. The Honor Roll (44 Main Street, 1944,
Map # 32A), which memoridizes those Charlton resdents who sarved in the World Wars, is a nine-foot
high fieldstone monument with a bronze plague.

Other landscapes are the recregtiond ball fields behind and well below the grade of the Town Hall. The
first Old Ball Field (Map# 45) was esdtablished in 1927. Additional fields were laid out in 1948, after
the period of significance, and named Memorial and Little League Fidds (Map # 46).

The Wedtridge Cametery (1884, Map # 44) is northwest of and adjacent to the Old Ball Field on higher
ground. |t was desded to the Town to replace cametery land donated which was too low. That land
becamethe Old Ball Field. There are nearly 1,200 gones in the Westridge Cemetery most of which are
granite. The first recorded burial was in 1884 and the use is on-going.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric dtes are currently recorded within the district or in the generd area (within one
mile) it is possble that Stes ae present. The physica characterigics of the property, level to moderatdy
doping terraces with good drainage in daose proximity to Thames River wetlands, Wabash Pond and other
unnamed bodies of water indicate locationd criteria favorable for Native subsstence and settlement
activities. The above information combined with regional Ste dendties indicate a moderate to high
potential for recovering significant prehistoric dtes

There is ahigh potential for locating significant historic archaeologicd remains within thedistrict.
Archaeological testing could determine whether stmcturd or relaed feetures survive from Charlton

* Center's four meetinghouses, all of which were located on the common or in its immediate locae.
Archaeologica survivals may survive from the first meetinghouse built in 1761 on the common.
Survivals may dso exist for the sscond meetinghouse erected by the First Congregational Society in the
vicinity of the 1761 mestinghouse which was dismantled. In ca 1827 athird medtinghouse was built &
the south end of the common by the Calvinistic Congregationa Church or Orthodox Congregationalist
Society who were out numbered and bought out by the Unitarians in 1825. Stmctural remans may
survive from the 1827 meeting house which bumed in 1939 and wes replaced by the 1941 Federated
Church on the samelocation. Charlton Center's fourth meatinghouse was built by the Union Society in
1839 southwest of the 1800 mestinghouse which was taken down. Stmctural remains may exist from thet
home as0, which bumed in 1922. In all, survivas from four megtinghouses built in the yeers 1761,

(continued)
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1800, 1827 and 1839 may exist in the common area

In addition to institutional rdated smctures, archaeologica survivas may dso exist from severd smal
busnesses and resdences panning the 18th through 19th centuries in the Charlton Center locale.
Stmcturd remains may survive from the Ebeneszer Mclntire house and tavem (1730) originally located
aoossthe dreat from the 1804 Weld Tavem still extant & 46 Main Street. Stmcturd remains may aso
survive from the 19th century Brick Store and Belleview Hotdl built by John Spurr on the west sde of
the common & the site of the Town Hall and Woodbury - Beker Store. Both the Brick Store and
Belleview Hotel bumed in 1885. Archaeologica remains may ao survive from a least two smal soe
shops and a blacksmith shop originally located in the shopping center parking lot area  I1n the northem
portion of the district historic archaeologica remains may exist from the clay pits and rdated Structures of
the Town Family Brick pits active inthe 19th an possbly late 18th centuries Foundation walls from
some brick pit buildings may have been incorporated into existing smctures inthat arear Structura
remains from residential homes may aso survive inthe district locale. Potentid survivals from the
Ebenesrze Mclintire house, probably the oldest in the district, have been noted ebove.  Stmcturd festures
may exist from an eaborate manson built by Sdem Town, S. in 1796 adjacent to the 1775 Sdem Town
house a 57 North Main Street. The manson was moved to Sturbridge Village in 1954. Stmcturad
remains related to ingtitutional, commercid and residentia rdaed outbuildings d<o likely survive inthe
district. Only eight outbuildings survive in the district today with most outbuildings, particularly bams
having been tom down or converted to living goacewith connecting houses such s those a the Leonard
Town House (1835) with 1850 atached bam & 63 Main Street and the Samud Rockwood House (1841)
with atached ca 1850 bam & 5 Main Street. Archaeological remains from additional 18th and 19th
century resdences and outbuildings are dso likely within the district. Occupationd rdated features (trash
pits, privies, wells) should dso survive with extant dmctures and mog archaeologica Stes mentioned
above. Snce many of Charlton Center's potential archaeological Stes and smctures date to the mid 19th
century or earlier, occupationa rdated features should be a common type of archaeologica survival in the
district.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charlton Center Higtoric District isthe well presarved nineteenth and twentieth century ingtitutional
center of Charlton. It isthe core of Charlton's civic canter and retains examples from eech period of
development presenting a continuum of the evolution of this community's ingtitutional and resdentia
resources.  Properties range from Third Period/Federd farmhouses through the nineteenth century periods
of growth and development, to the early and mid-twentieth century replacement of important ingtitutional
dructures and infill. The intrusonsinclude infill housng and garages of similar Sze, scde and materids
to contributing properties. The digtrict remains the civic and institutional center with the Federated
Church, a school, and the Town Hall as well as two camaeries and the Common & itscore. The
Charlton Center Historic District retains integrity of location, setting, design, materias, workmanship,
feeling and association and fiilfills Criteria A and C. The didtrict is significant a the loca level.

Although part of the Oxford grant of 1682, Charlton was not settled until 1733 when Ebenezer Mclntire
(27137 - 1775) bought a lot of 100 acres from Fregke Kitchen, wife of Edward Kitchen and descendent
of Thomas Frecke one of the original grantees. The wedtern lands of Oxford were st off as the district
of Charlton in 1755 by petition to the Generd Court of Massachusetts. The request was mede by the
townamen of the westem part of Oxford. In 1757 alarge tract of 10,000 acres of unincorporated land,
known as the Gore, north of the origina district, were annexed to Charlton. Further changes in
Charlton's boundaries occurred in 1792 and 1809 when small portions were retumed to Oxford andin
1907 when additional acreege was added to Southbridge.

Farming wes the maingay of the eighteenth and nineteenth century community and remained an
important economic bese into the twentieth century. The first development and sulbbsequent growth of the
civic life of Charlton was & Charlton Center beginning with Ebenezer Mclntire's donation of land for a
Common and megtinghouse near the south end of today's Charlton Common.

Charlton City, northwest of the Center, was the nineteenth century locus of industrial development duein
part to the water power of the Cady and Sibley Brooks. The traditional saw and grist millsevolved
followed by woolen mills by 183 a Stafford Stret and School Stret (today's Route 20). Thiswes
known as the Cady Brook mill which bumed in 1885 and was replaced with amill for the finishing and
dying of wool cloth. Other mills of the late nineteenth century included the Charlton Woolen Company
and Prouty's wire mill. All were located away from Charlton Center.

Trangportation routes, including the 1806 tumpike road passing through Charlton City and the 1842 train
dation a the village of Charlton Depot, were additiona reasons for the pattems of devel opment which
led to the industrial and commercia centers north of Charlton Center.  The eighteenth century
development on the two adjacent dmmlinsand the generosity of early land owners in donating land for
Common, meetinghouse and burying ground secured the future of Charlton Center as the civic and
institutional center of Charlton.

(continued)
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The benefactor of Charlton Center was Ebenezer Mclntire who purchasad one of the 100 acre lots laid
out in the westem part of Oxford in 1733. In his home he operated atavem a the crossoads of the esdt-
wes path between Oxford and Brookfield and the north-south path between Leicester and Dudley. The
tavern wes the gathering place to discuss the petition to sgparate from Oxford which occurred in 1755 and
the location of the first town meeting where Ebenezer's cousin, Obadiah Mclntire (originally of Sdem)
wes dected a sdectman of the new District of Charlton.

Ebenezer Mclntire, whose home and tavem are no longer extant, deaded land to Charltonfor a
mestinghouse and common or training field in 1759. The first mestinghouse was erected in 1761, a40' x
50" hipped roof building. It wes located near the south end of today's Common. In 1766 Mclntire
donated an acre of land for the burying ground. This becamethe Bay Path Cametery a the intersections
of Dresser Hill and Oxford Roads It was expanded to its four-acre dze in 1812 and in 1841

Near the end of Mclntire's life, he sold land to Sdem Town (1746-1825) who built his first house north
of the Common in 1775. The Sdem Town House (1775, Map# 1) isthe oldest extant building inthe
digtrict and in spite of subgtantia dterations dands as areminder of the dature of its first owner. Town,
S. held many positions in loca govemment and was dected to the Massschusatts Senate in 1794. He
aso was a Mgor-Generd inthe Massechusets State militia. Town was an accomplished farmer as well
and a leading figure and charter member in the Massachusatts Society of Agriculture and the Worcester
Agricultural Society. Sdem Town S. was insgmmenta in organizing the First Massachusatts Tumpike
Corporation in 1796 and the Worceser and Stafford Tumpike Corporation in 1806. Asa surveyor of

lands he surveyed much of the route of the 1806 road which pessad through Charlton, bypassng the
Center.

In 1796 Sdem Town, . built a ssoond house, an decorative mansion adjacent to his 1775 dwelling.

This dructure was of importance for its eaboration and its opulence which articulated Town'simportant
position and wesdlth. Its location a the crossroads of Old Worceser Road and the main north-south route
through Charlton Center herdded its importance. The house and surrounding farmland including day pits
and brick kilns were inherited by Sdem Town, X. who led an equaly visible and involved life with
innovative farming of crops and raising cattle. The finely detailled house was moved to Sturbridge
Village in 1954 &5 a prime example of a gentleman farmer's daborate Fedard Stylehome. In 1986 a
replica was congmcted by the Southbridge Savings Bank and sands as a reminder of the degance of the
Sdem Town House

During the late eighteenth century others settled in Charlton Center establishing it as afarming
community. William Weld built his house & 58 Main Street (1793, Map # 29) and Genard John Spurr
(1759-1816) congmcted one of the mog distinguished houses inthe district (1798, Map # 11) & 27 Main
Street. Spurr had arrived in 1783 to tend to his father-in-law's 3000 acres which had been purchesed
from the State.  Spurr's wife, Mercy Dunbar, died in 1795 a which time he moved to Charlton Center
and purchased the land eedt of the Common including a small house  In 1798 Spurr married Sally Davis

(continued)
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and enlarged the small house by adding the well gppointedfive-baytwo and one-hdf story dwelling
leaving the original house as areer ell.

John Spurr subdivided some of his farm and sold lots dong the esst 9de of Main Strest maintaining all
the farm land behind which is nearly intact today. At the sametime he purchesed some of the land on
the west dde of the Common and built the first ore and hotd & Charlton Center. These were known &s
the Brick Store and Belleview Hotel. They were located a the ste of the Town Hall and the Woodbury-
Baker Store. Both bumed in 1885 long after Spurr's time and the sore was rebuilt accounting for the
1886 Woodbury-Baker Store and the Grain Store (Map #s 34 and 33).

John Spurr and Sdem Town baanced each others political and religiousviews. Both sarved as Judices
of the Peece and State Representatives and both were active inthe Masons. Town was a consarvaive
and Congregationaist while Spurr was a liberd politically and a Unitarian-Universdlist. And both hed
onswho followed intheir fathers footsteps making important contributions to Charlton.

Seveard Fedard Style buildings, congdmcted in the early to mid 1800s remain, including the Weld Tavern
(1804, Map # 31), the Dr. Ebenezer Phillips House (1803, Map # 15), the John Pratt House (1813, Map #
8), the Ebenezer Collier House (1820, Map # 7) and the Leonard Town House (1835, Megp # 18). All
retain integrity with architectural eaboration and digplay the most common form of construction in
Charlton Center. The mogt refined example isa 9 Main Stredt, the house of Ebenezer Coallier, a
cordwainer. It has an outstanding elliptical fanlight over the center entrance.

Due to the location of the tumpike of 1806 and the 1842 railroad, both of which bypassad Charlton
Center, and the topography of the drumlin with steeply doping Sdesand no water power, devdopment &
the Common was sporadic and minimal throughout the nineteenth century. A few small shops and the
surrounding farms were the bese of the economy. There were the Leonard Town Hamess Shop (1804,
Map # 19), named after a later proprietor, a couple of shoe shops, a blacksmith shop and a sore, of
which only the hamess shop remains, now converted to a resdence

- Asinmog New England villagesthere was a religiousdivision which occurred in 1825 between the
Congregationdigs and the Universaligts. The Unitarian supporters outnumbered the Congregationaists
and took over the meetinghouse which was on the Common in the location of the 1923 Charlton School.
The Congregationdigts built their own meetinghouse, designed by Elias Carter, in 1827, south of the
Common. Thisbuilding remained until burning in 1939 a& which time it was replaced by the Federated
Church (1940, Map # 28) which remains today as the only reminder of the religious history of Charlton
Center. The original meetinghouse, which remained with the Universalists, dso was usad for town
affairsuntil 1906 when the Town Hall was congmcted. 1t bumed in 1922 just after the two
congregations had mergad into the Federated Church due to declining enrollment.

Only two Gresk Revival gable front cotteges remain in the village demondrating the preferred New
England style of architecture of the mid 1800s They are the Samud Rockwood House (1841, Map # 6)
and the Hereeden-Norcross House (1857, Map # 43). Heresden who built his house a 112 Masonic

(continued)
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Home Road was the loca blacksmith with his shop on the oppodite sSde of the street now replaced by a
modem shopping center.

The midto late 1800s wes areatively sdagnent time for devdopment in Charlton Center.  Of note isthe
1860 burial of John Cgpen Adams, ds0 known & "Grizzely Adams' inthe Bay Pah Cemeatery. Adams
was pat of P.T. Bamum's circus and was ssen wearing his buckskin suit with abear a hissde. During
one of the shows he was severly injured by a bear named Genard Freemont. When he died shortly
thereafter, P.T.Bamum donaed his buckskin suit for buria and ordered the marble arched sonewith a
carving of Grizzley Adams and his favorite bear, Ben Franklin. The gone carver was P.Nugent of
Worcester. Thus Grizzely Adams is buried among the noted families of Charlton including Mclntires,
Spurrs, Towns, and Welds.

Two Itdianate gmctures survive, both displaying the traditional gable front, sde hall, L-plan with
minimal Italianate detail. In 1872 the Varanus Johnson House (Map # 10) was condructed & 19 Main
Street.  On the same property Johnson, who sarved as local tax collector and Town treesurer, had an 1875
bam and an 1885 shoe shop, both removed in 1938. Ten years after Johnson's house was congmcted he
saved on the Congregational Church Committeeto build a parsonage. His preference for style and plan
ae evident inthe similarity between his house and the Old Congregationa Parsonage (Map # 17) & 57
Main Stredt.

As mentioned before the two commercia buildings which are included inthe district, the Woodbury-
Baker Store (Map # 34) and the Grain Store (Map # 33) were built in 1886 to replace the Brick Store
which bumed in 1885. Both doresftinctioned until 1928 & which time the Grain Store was moved back
from the road and both were converted to resdences

In the late 1800s the First Free Public Library of Charlton was esteblished inthe 1798 Nelson Mclntire
House (Map# 38) & 18 Main Street. By 1882 it hed acquired 532 volumes before moving out of
Charlton Center. Today the Library is located in the Town Hall (Map# 32). In 1891 the Grange (Map
# 40) was congdmcted to housethe thriving organization which exiss today. The building continues to be
used by a number of civic groups.

With the advent of the trolley car through Charlton Center in 1908 came a growth spurt. The mogt
significant new stmcture was the Dexter Memoria Town Hall (1905, Map# 32). It was the first Town
Hall congructed in Charlton since civic budnesshad been carried out in the Unitarian Church facility on
the opposite dde of the Common. The new Town Hall was built on the ste of the former Belleview
Hotel which hed bumed in 1885. In 1903 the Overlook Hotel hed been constmcted outside the district on
Masonic Home Road.  The new trangportation route for which there was a Trolley Waiting Station a the
Hotd and one a the intersection of Masonic Home Road and Main Strest, 9nce moved to 28A Main
Strest (1905, Map # 35A) brought a flurry of activity and wes a catdyst for new constmction.

(continued)
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On the north end of the Common two new houseswere built in the Colonial Reviva Style. At 22 Main
Street was Dr. Paul Abell's House (1903, Map # 37). It was distinguished by rich texture and color.
Next to this dwelling & 24 Main Street was the home of Frank Baker (1906, Map # 36), built by Baker
who besdes being a local builder wes a gore kegper and lumber dedler.  Similarities between these two
properties indicate that Baker built both.

Each of the three significant ingtitutional buildings of Charlton Center were congmcted in the twentieth
century following major fires. The Town Hall dSte was mede available as early as 1885 when the
Belleview Hotel and Brick Store bumed. In 1922 the Unitarian Church, oppodte the Town Hall, bumed.
The ste was used in 1923 for the constmction of the Charlton High School (Map #13). The use of brick
and Classcd Revival gyles for the Town Hall and the School distinguish them from other buildings in
the district and accentuate their prominent locations a the center of the district on ether sde of the long
eliptical Common.

On Chrigtmas of 1939, the 1827 Congregational Church, which hed been renamed the Federated Church
of Charlton, burned. The new Federated Church (1940, Map # 28) wes congructed on the Ste usng the
form of the original Gresk Revival building. It was this devadtating fire which led the Town to improve
the fire fighting capacity by constmcting a fire pond on the land which isthe Old Ball Field (1927, Map
# 45). Inthe early 1800sthis land had bean donated for a cemetery; however it was found to be too low
and wet and was abandoned for this purpose. Thus the Westridge Cemetery (1884, Map # 44) was
etablished and the lowland immediately behind the location of the Belleview Hotel (now Town Hall)
reverted to private ownership until 1927 when it was reesigned to the Town for recregtiona purposes

At the south end of the district was the dairy farm of the Kingsand Bloods. Captain King had built his
first house in 1870 (68 Main Strest, Mgp # 26) followed by the 1911 Bungaow (4 Dressr Hill Road,
Map # 24) with atached bam which was moved from the Weld House & 58 Main Street in 1927. In
1929 King's daughter and son-in-law, Alice and Emest Blood, built the housea 72 Main Strest (Map #
25). The three adjacent properties were on the dairy farm, one of over thirty dairy farms which survived
into the mid twentieth century. Nearly all of the dairy busnesses have been abandoned including this
one

The trolley route was abandoned in 1927 due to the increesing use of the automobile. A few modest
houseswere added to the Common areain the late 1930sand early 1940s Loca builders, such as
Charles Stone congtmcted the Luther Burlingame House (Map # 5) in 1931 as well &s his own house
(Map # 21) in 1941. Arthur Dodge built his house on Old Worceser Road (Map # 4) on land which
beonged to his father who owned the Sdem Town Farm inthe 1900s. Additional development outsde
the period of significance hes included three modest dwellings, the reconstmction of the 1796 Sdem
Town House (1986, Map # 3) and one office dructure of domedtic scae.

(continued)
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Today the Charlton Center Historic Digtrict is predominately a resdentia district with three magjor
ingtitutional buildings, two cemeateries and the Town Pound surrounding the long north-south Common.
Adjacent land has remained mral and open in part due to the topography of segp dopesand in pat due
to the town owned open gpoace Also the Spurr farm is nearly intact as one lot and much of it continues
to be usad as pagture land while there has been reforestation on the edges. The community is dable with
continued interest inthe historica development and preservation of itsresources. The local historica
society and historical commission collaborate to offer educational programs including an on-going local
history plan for dementary school dudentswhich includes intensive walking tours of Charlton Center.

Archaeologica Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Charlton are poorly undersood, any surviving steswould be
significant. Site distributionsin this area generdly reflect underreporting and the lack of systematically
invesigated dtes. Prehigtoric dtes in this area can be important by providing subsgence and settlement
information for the Centrd Massachusetts uplands and Worceser Plaeau in generd.  Thisinformation
may provide data which indicates the extent to which Native groups in this areawere related tosmilar
groups in Connecticut River Valley to the wes, the coaedd lowlandsto the eedt or the Thames River
Basin in Connecticut to the south. Many prehigoric settlement modds discuss settlement and subsigence
within riverine drainage boundaries. Sites in this area can help test this modd or, invedigate the extent
to which certain pattems such as trade cross-out drainage boundaries

Historic archaeologica remains described @bove have the potentia to provide detailed informations on the
socid cultural and economic pattems that characterized atown where farming mixed with afew smdl
shops were the maingay of its 18th and 19th century community. Historic Stesin Charlton Center can
help recongmct 19th century civic components of the town which no longer survive. Charlton Center
wes the core of Charlton's civic center and mog commercia activitieswhich occurred outside the sphere
of agriculture. Archaeologica survey and testing can help locate the remains of Charlton's 18th and 19%th
century medtinghouses and their related occupationa features. Careful andlyss of these resources can
provide detailed information on the town's inhabitants and how socio-religious groups changed inthe
town through time in the midst of an unchanging predominantly agricultural economy. While farms are
not characterigtic of the Center's historic and archaeologicd resources, smdl busnessesand civic
facilitieswhich sarved the farms are characterigtic. Information from archaeologicd Stesand resources in
the district should provide information on the community as a whole within the context of religion and
civic govemment. Stmctural remains and relaed features inthe Center can dso provide detailed
information on the technologies usad in various commerciad enterprises in the town including brick
making, hamess making and repair, blacksmithing and shoe manufacture. Information may be presant to
indicate the extent to which some trades such as dhoe manufactures may have been employed as a cottege
type industry or to supplement other occupations quch as agriculture,

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

UTM REFERENCES

Point Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
A 19 254500 4669200
B 19 254580 4669190
C 19 254570 4669060
D 19 254690 4669080
E 19 254700 4669030
F 19 254840 4669060
G 19 254900 4668550

19 254880 4668540
| 19 254860 4668600
J 19 254780 4668560
K 19 254780 4668640
L 19 254720 4668620
M 19 254720 4668460
N 19 254640 4668420
0] 19 254640 4668230
P 19 254500 4668250
Q 19 254480 4668200
R 19 254430 4668200
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UTM REFEREINCES (cont' d)

S 19 254370 4668420
T 19 254500 4668420
U 19 254490 4668500
% 19 254450 4668500
W 19 254440 4668540
X 19 254380 4668550
Y 19 254380 4668640
Z 19 254320 4668640
AA 19 254320 4668660
BB 19 254190 4668650
QO 19 254190 4668770
DD 19 254130 4668770
EE 19 254120 4668840
FF 19 254420 4668880
QG 19 254490 4668960
HH 19 254390 4669000
n 19 254410 4669060
i 19 254520 4669000

(end)
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Verba Boundary Description

The boundaries are described using Assessor's Maps# 35, 42, and 42A. Beginning a the northwest
comer of 59 No. Main St.(Map #1), eegterly for 200 feet, southerly for 145 feet, eegterly to the northeest
comer of 61-63 No. Main St. (Map # 2&3), southerly to the center line of Old Worcester Road, esgterly
following Old Worcester Road center line to a point paralld with the northeest comer of 189 Old
Worceser Road (Map # 5), southerly following the eestem property boundary of sarmelot and of 27 Main
Street (Map # 11) to Mugget Hill Road. Westerly on Mugget Hill Road for 184.48 feet, northerly for
162 feet, westerly for 270", northerly for 342", westerly for 220", southerly for 604.55' to the canter line

A of Mugget Hill Road/Oxford Road, thence westerly 250’ to a point oppodte the northeest corner of the
Town Pound (Map # 22), southerly to this point and following the gonewall surrounding the Town
Pound on the eadt (30") and south (30") ddes, thence southerly for 530 following the wall surrounding
Baypath Cemetery, westerly for 535' to Dresser Hill Road, crossng Dresser Hill Road, then following the
new property boundary for 4 Dresser Hill Road (Map # 24) which iswesterly for 250', southerly for
200, westerly for 200" a which point the new boundary line runs in a northwesterly directionto the
southwest corner of the Charlton Elementary School a which point the district boundary followsthe
northem property line of 4 Dresser Hill Road eegterly to the southwest comer of 72 Main Stret (Map #
25). Atthis point the district boundary tums north for 207, west for 55 *, north to Burlingame Road
following the parking lot boundary of the Federated Church. The district boundary crosses Burlingame
Road, tums west for approximately 485 feet to the southwest comer of the Memorial Athletic Field, tums
north for 224', west for 100", north for 133.75', west for goproximately 600'along the southem boundery
of the Westridge Cemetary (Map # 44), north for 517.5' eadt for 1043, to the southwest corner of 18
Main Strest (Map # 9), north for 137.66, et for 153.66', north for 341.8', northwest dong Masonic
Home Road for 19.36', then southwesterly for 149.51', then westerly for 367.44', then northeasterly for
115.44" to the centerline of Masonic Home Road, then southeegterly following center line to North Main
Street, then north following center line of North Main Street and esgterly to beginning point being the
northwest comer of 59 North Main Strest (Map# 1).

Boundary Justification

The district boundaries have been determined by the integrity and the relationship of the resources of
Charlton Center, the civic and ingtitutional core of Charlton. The topography of the ridge and Sesp
dopesto the sde and the use of surrounding lands make dear definitions of included arees On the eed,
the bounds of the Spurr Farm definethe district boundary, eliminating a small part of subdivided lots on
the south boundary (Mugget Hill Road) due to later and unassociated devdopment with little or no
architecturd integrity. On the southeast and the south the land drops off and displays a mral landscepe
disgtrict border. On the southwest comer a former dairy farm hes bean subdivided (not yet shownon
as=s0r's map) with newer constmction on lots outsde the district, which are not integra to the period
of significance or development of the Charlton Center District. That part of the landscape on the wet
boundary behind the Town Hall and Main Strest properties from Burlingame to Masonic Home Roed is
included inthe district for its connection with civic activities. Furthermore, there isardationship

(continued)
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between the development of the Old Ball Fidd and the Westridge Cemetery.  Beyond this land is land not
rdated to the direct development of the civic and residentid community on the ridge a Charlton Center.
The northwest boundary which isdose to Main Strest & Masonic Home Road marks atransitionin
period of devdlopment. A recent housng development has bean placed on Masonic Home land directly
behind the Grange Hall and other buildings on the west sde of Main Street.  The north boundary marks a
trangition to new congmction with the shopping center on the northwest comer of Masonic Home Road
and North Main Street. The lot adjacent to the first Sdem Town House, dthough originally pat of the
Sdem Town Farm, hes been excluded from the district due to new constmction. It was the Ste of brick
pits which are sad to be part of the foundation of the 1947 house on this property.

(end)



ADDRESS

Dresser Hill Road

4 Dressr Hill Rd.

Dresser Hill Rd.

Main Strest

5 Main S.

6 Man S.
9 Main S.
10 Main S.
13 Main S
14 Main S
17 Main S.
18 Main S.
19 Main S.

22 Man S.
24 Man S.
27 Man S.
28 Main &
28A Main S
3l Main &.
34 Man S.
35 Man .

MHC #

141

8

SERRESEE BEROEESR

MAP #

24

23A
238

23D

8

B88BREIA

BRRBRESY

M assachusetts

HISTORIC NAME

King-Blood House
atached bam
gaage

Bay Pah Cemeery

G. Adams Sone

Iron fence

Hearse Ho.

Air Patrad Hut

Samud Rockwood
atached bam

Lyre House

Ebenezer Collier

Grange Hall

John Pratt

Mrs. Flint (1870s)

Willis Baker/Funera

Nelson Mclintire

Varanus Johnson
workshop

Dr. Paul Abell

Frank Baker

Gen. John Spurr

Woodbury (late 18009

Trolley Waiting Station

Roya Baker

Wdbury/Baker Store

Charlton High School
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DATE

1841
ca 1850
pre 1857

STYLE

Bungdow
utilitarian
none
Landscape
monument
ornamenta
vemacular
none

Grek Revivd
Gregk Revivd
Grek Revivd
Federd

Grek Revivd
Federd

Federd
Bungdow
Federd
[tdianate

none

QA/CR
Colonid Reviva
Federd

Federd

none

Dutch Colonia
Colonid reviva
Classcd Revivd

STATUSTY
C B
C B
NC B
C Si
8 0
0
C B
NC B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
C B
NC B
B
< 5
C B
C B
B
c
C B
C B
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36 Main .
43 Main S.
44 Main St

45 Main S
46 Main S
51 Main S.
52 Main S.
57 Main S
58 Main S.

63 Main .

64 Main Strest
65 Main S.

66 Main S.
67 Main S

68 Main .

72 Man S.

Man S.

M asonic Home Road

112 Masonic Home
114 Masonic Home

MHC #

149

145

143

142
914

160

MAP #

mg%EEﬁ

BB b BR8BERERER

47A

S8

M assachusetts
HISTORIC NAME

Gran Store
H. Duplissis

Dexter Mem. Town Hall

Honor Roll

Civil War Mon.

Dr. Ebenezer Phillips
Wed Tavem

Frank Knight
Touchette

Old Cong. Parsonege
William Weld

gaage
Leonard Town
atached bam
Federated Church
Leonard Town Shop
gaage
Federated Parsonege
William Robbins
gaage
Ceptain King
atached bam
Emest Blood
Charlton Common
Morton Mon.

Hereeden-Norcross
Melvin Baker

gaage
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DATE

ca 190

STYLE

Colonia Reviva
Ranch
Georgian Revivd
memorid
monument
Federd

Federd

QA/CR

Ranch
[tdianate
Federd
Craftsman
Federd/GR
Gresk Revivd
Colonia Reviva
Cepe

none
Cape

Bunga ow/dtered
Colonia Reviva
Cape

dtered

Bunga ow
Landscepe

Memorid

Grek Revivd
Cape

none

STATUSTY
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ADDRESS

North Main Strest
57 No. Main S.

61 No. Main S.
63 No. Man S.

Old Worcester Road

181 Old Worcetea Rd.
189 Old Woroete Rd.

Oxford Road

Oxford Rd.
5 Oxford Rd.

Westridge Road

Westridge Rd.
Westridge Rd.

Westridge Rd.

MHC #

BES

177

MAP #

01
02

R &

M assachusetts

HISTORIC NAME

SHem Town
Charlton Fam. Practice
SHdem Town Repro

Luther Burlingame
Arthur Dodge

gaage

Town Pound
Charles Stone

Old Ball Field
Memoria Fidds
fieldhouse
Westridge Cemetery
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DATE

1775
1988

1928
1931
1931

1837
1941

1927
1948
1976
1890

STYLE

Federd/dtered
none
Federd Reviva

Bungalow
Craftsman
Craftsman

Landscepe

Landscepe
Landscepe

Landscepe

STATUSTYPE
C B
NC B
NC B
C B
C B
C B
C S
C B
C S
NC S
NC B
C S
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RECEIVED 41

September 18, 1995

Ms. Carol Shull P 221996

Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces

De|c_>artment of the I_nterior INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVISION
Nationa Pak Service NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

P. O. Box 37127 L

Washington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull,
Enclosad please fmd the following nomination form:

Charton Cater Historic District, Main Strest, North Main Street, Masonic Home Road,
Dresser Hill Road, Charlton (Worcester County), Massachusetts, 01507

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Property owners were notified of pending State
Review Board condderaon 30-75 days prior to the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg @)
National Register Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

Enclosure

cc: William Hultgren, Chair, Charlton Historical Commission
M. Wayne Colby, Chair, Board of Sdectmen
Ann Hackett. Director, Charlton Public Library
Ruth Anderson, Pogmester

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



