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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\\The Governor's House is one of the finest late eighteenth
century houses in Delaware. It presents a well-proportioned, but mas
facade with two full stories, attic, and high basement. The north
and south faces are laid in Flemish bond, with a belt course between
the stories and a two=-course moulded brick watertable. The
principal facade, on the north, features cut-stone flat arches.

The door on the north side has a semicircular fanlight. A striking
feature of the house is a high hallway that runs the full length of
the west wall, between the north and south doorways.# The main
staircase, in this hall, is open to the third floor.” Panelling in
the drawing room, main bedchamber, and dining room is outstanding.

The main brick house has been supplemented with a rear wing,
a Greek-Revival portico, masonry terraces, but these additions have
not altered the west wall, which faces the street.” A Greek~Revival
portico on the south facade is a tasteful twentieth~century addition.

A large landscaped yard surrounds the house; across the street,
a small public park and private lawns contribute to the illusion of
a rural setting in downtown Dover. To the rear, the property runs
to a public park on the bank of the St. Jones River; through this par]
the open space surrounding the Governor's House is part of the landsc:
capitol grounds.

The Governor's House is one of several significant historic
sites that are included in the city's historic-district zoning pro-
gram. ) R : o

Whén Charles Hillyard built the house around 179Q, it was a
country seat on the King's Highway a quarter-mile forth of Dover;
by the middle of the nineteenth century, the town had grown to
surround the property. Then, as now, this neighborhood is primarily
a substantial residential district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the Governor's House is significant as a
surviving example of the best-quality eighteenth~century houses
in Delaware. It 1s preserved as an integral part of the State
museum system, which strives to illustrate typical Delaware houses
of various periods and economic levels.

The builder, Charles Hillyard (1759-1814) was the fourth
Delaware generation of a family of affluent landowners frequently
active in the government, social, and economic life of Kent County.
The founder of the line, Charles Hillyard received a warrant in
1683 for 3,000 acres; this document, signed at Dover, is the only
surviving evidence that the Proprietor ever visited the town.

\\Local tradition, supported by geographical circumstance
and the owner's abolitionist tendencies, identifies this house as
a station on the fabled "underground railway." MGeorge Alfred
Townsend, in his novel, The Entailed Hat (published in 1884),
portrayed this as the scene of an attempted kidnapping by Patty
Cannon's gang. As a result of this widely-known novel, a tradition
has grown up which states that Mrs. Cannon fired a pistol-shot
through the north door.

Since 1965, the house has gained further significance as the
residence of Delaware's governors.

The house has often been the home of famous Delaware families;
Charles Hillyard, the builder, was a son~in-law of Delaware's first
Chancellor, William Killen.

The house was once the residence of Delaware'!s first woman
legislator, Mrs. Vera Davis.
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Early Architecture of Delaware, by George Fletcher Bennett, 1932.

Historic Houses and Building of Delaware, by Harold Donaldson

433,

Eberlein and Cortlandt van Dyke Hubbard, 1962, pp. 67-68.

The Entailed Hat, by George Alfred Townsend, 1884 and 1955, pp. 424~
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Atcheolog;tamjﬁ]storic Preservation
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