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DESCRI BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Stony Point, one of the earliest brick dwellings in east Tennessee, 
and conceivably the first brick building in what is now Hawkins 
County, is situated on a hill overlooking Highway 11W. Even though 
it is shaded "partialiy by"magnificent trees, most travelers, first 
noticing the brick springhouse near the road, do not miss the dis­ 
tinguished house.

Stony Point consists of several buildings on the sout;h side of the 
highway. Two separate outbuildings are still standing: the 
sjgringhouse with a thatched roof, and nearer the main structure, 
the smokehouse with a stone foundation, thatched roof, and open, 
diamond-shaped brickwork.

Facing the highway is a two-story rectangular brick building which 
served as the kitchen. Although the building is trimmed with 
Victorian bracketing on the cornice, other architectural elements 
suggest that it was built in the early nineteenth century. The 
present owners, who are descendants of the builder, believe it dates 
circa 1810, or about twenty years later than the main house.

The main dwelling faces west, which at the time it was built was 
probably the location of the main stage route. It is a two-story 
brick building which has been stuccoed and rusticated, a highly 
unusual exterior wall treatment in Tennessee. Bricks, irregular 
in size and color, can be seen where the stucco had deteriorated, 
suggesting that the building was always intended to be stuccoed. 
There is a chimney on each end. The cornice is carved. Across the 
front are three simple openings on both floors. The windows are 
nine over nine.

A photograph taken circa 1871 shows that changes have been minor. 
The present front porch extending the length of the house replaced 
a small porch with a pediment which just sheltered the front door. 
There is a porch across the east side of the house, no doubt a 
later addition also. Shutters were on the rusticated front in 1871. 
The kitchen building and connecting clapboard-covered dogtrot both 
had Victorian trim on the cornices. The dogtrot has since^been 
covered with brick and a small brick extension to this area- has been 
built on the east side. In 1871, a picket fence enclosed the house, 
and there was very little landscaping.

The interior of the main dwelling has changed little. It h 
central hall opening into a room on each side. Grained wo 
and wainscoting are used throughout the first floors Man 
simple but well carved, while the wainscoting has fxelded 
Floors are original. A simple stairway with some carve4 d 
tucked rather unusually in the southwest corner of the na 
original divided doors remain at the east and the west ent 
the hall.
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont.)

The original room arrangement' of the kitchen building is' more diffi­ 
cult to determine. Presently, the second floor consists of a central 
area or hall with a room on each side. The first floor has the room 
on each side, but the center section is divided into a hall and pantry 
There are fireplaces only in the east rooms on both floors. The 
existence on the second floor of the door with a fanlight is puzzling 
and suggests the building may have served as additional living or 
entertaining quarters. The present owners remember the door opening 
onto a balcony.

Stony Point is in need of repairs. The present owners have begun to 
do some work. Hopefully, they will retain the architectural charac­ 
ter of the building which has managed to survive since its construc­ 
tion almost two hundred years ago. It is also hoped that Stony Point 
will survive the widening of Highway 11W.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Stony Point is architecturally important for several reasons; it 
is one of the earliest brick dwellings built in the state; the 
jEjIruccoed and rusticated exterior surface is a unique example re­ 
maining in the state and was probably_^tiypxcal for the area even 
at the time it was built; and the character of this highly individ­ 
ual structure has been altered very little.

In addition to its architectural significance. Stony Point was 
built by one of the earliest, and as expected, most influential 
families to settle in the area. ^ilJLiam Armstrong^ who was born 
in 1757 and grew up in Augusta County, Virginia, received a land 
grant in Carter T s Valley in what is now Hawkins County, in the 
early 1780 T s. Armstrong family papers state that a daughter of 
William Armstrong and his wife, Elizabeth Galbraith, was married 
at Stony Point in 1791, documenting that a part of the house had 
been built. In 1797, Louis Philippe recorded having a good supper 
at William Armstrong T s on the Holston River. Armstrong, who was 
a wealthy landowner and farmer, also owned a tavern, livery stable, 
and stage coach line.

The property is still owned by Armstrong descendants, although its 
continued protection has been threatened by the widening of 
Highway 11W.
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