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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated on the corner of Market and Locust Streets in Carlisle, the Louisville

and Nashville Passenger Depot, is a one-story, rectangular building. Built in 1912,
the depot is brick laid in common bond with a tile roof with an eight foot overhang
supported by brackets. The main (south) facadeis ten bays wide with a projecting
section. All windows are two-over-two pane, and every door is accented by a two-
pane transom with the exception of the baggage door which features a five-pane
transom.

The structure is composed of five rooms, including a baggage room, two waiting
rooms connected by an open passageway, a ticket office and another waiting

room for black passengers. All rooms have twelve foot ceilings and oak flooring.
The waiting rooms are adorned with simple chair railing.

The depot is in good condition, both on the exterior and interior. No alterations
or additions have been made since its construction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Louisville and Nashville Passenger Depot, located on the corner of Market and
Locust Streets in Carlisle, could be said to symbolize the significance of the
railroad in the area of transportation to local residents as well as the economic

benefits it brought to the small community of Carlisle.
L and N Depot is one of only fifty depots remaining today . of

nally constructed in the state.

In addition, the Carlisle
two hundred origi-

Carlisle, the county seat of Nicholas County, which was formed in 1799 from parts

of Bourbon and Mason Counties, was established in 1816.

The original county seat

was Ellisville, but due to demands by the citizens of Nicholas County for a more

centrally located seat of government, the Kentucky Legislature in 1816 passed a
bill to this effect, and appointed commissioners to locate a more suitable point.

1

In 1848 the Lexington and Maysville Railroad was organized, and work was begun on
the construction of a rail line connecting central Kentucky to northern Kentucky.
Carlisle was on the proposed route, and by 1854 the railroad had completed the

eighteen mile stretch between Lexington and Paris.

After the Civil War the reorganized Lexington and Maysville Railroad was divided into

the Southern and Northern Divisions.
Covington and Lexington Railraod which was chartered in 1849,

The Northern Division was leased to the
Bourbon and

Mason Counties both subscribed $200,000 for the construction of the railroad, but

the citizens of Nicholas County rejected a bond issue.

A year later the voters of

Nicholas County approved a three cent levy on every one hundred dollars of
taxable property for the completion of the rail line.3

By 1871 the railroad had been completed to Carlisle and two years later to
In 1876 the Northern and Southern Divisions of the
Lexington and Maysville Railroad were united, and the line was com.plete.4

Maysville on the Ohio River.

The completion of the railroad through Carlisle created immediate benefits for the

town.

and the local economy was booming.5

The population of Carlisle increased to 606, almost double that of 1860,

In 1876 the Lexington and Maysville Railroad was purchased by the Kentucky Central
In 1881 Collis P. Huntington,
czar of the eastern railroad system, acquired the Kentucky Central Railroad to
connect with his Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad.
of the Kentucky Central line, Huntington converted the track to standard gauge to
conform with his eastern system.

Railroad which operated the line for five years.

Immediately after gaining control
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Huntington operated the line until 1890-91 when it was sold to the Louisville and
Nashville Railroad, the most important and powerful railroad in the state. The
acquisition of the Kentucky Central was of great importance to the L and N in
that the company now had direct access to Cincinnati.’

In May 1911 the original frame depot in Carlisle was destroyed by fire. Less than
a year later the present passenger depot was constructed by the L and N at a

cost of over $10,000. The new depot, a handsome one-story brick structure with tile
roof, was located one block from the Courthouse Square.8

As a result of the railroad, Carlisle continued to grow. By 1900 the population
of the town was 1,377--more than double that of 1860 when the railroad was
completed to Carlisle.? During World War I Carlisle was served by eight daily
passenger trains operating between Lexington, Paris and Maysville. There were
three hotels to accommodate the many travellers. Passenger service continued until
1936 when the L and N discontinued it, but freight service was maintained to
Carlisle.l10

After the close of the passenger depot, the L and N rented the building to the
Nicholas County Star, a local county newspaper, which operated from there for
many years. In 1977 the brick depot was purchased by the Nicholas County
Historical Society, who plan to use it as their headquarters and as a public
meeting place. Presently the building is used as a meeting place by the local
Boy Scouts and Carlisle Jaycees.
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