FCRV B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISION
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTCW, MA (02116

EV'ato (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and
white) [Indicate address of
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft side of form

Sketch Myp: Draw nap show ng property's |ocation

inrelation tonearest cross streets and/ or
geographi cal features. Indicateall buildings
between inventoried property and nearest
intersection(s).

I'ndicate north

See attached assessor's nap

Z E N
Um RFFRENCE . 19 - 326/ 950 -  k69Kk/310

S WOANGE Boston North
SCALE 1: 25, 000

AREA FOMND
3px-ing

Hill 159
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Addr ess 16- 18 Prest on Road

H storic Nane unkKnown

Use PresQit multi-fainily house

Original nulti-fam'ly house
DESCRIPTICW \%
Date ca 1910
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Style Col oni al Revi val
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or the hird®tier of full-height front
entrance porch
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Moved no Date n/a
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Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation
Planner
Organization Mass. Historical Copimisginn

Date June 1986



NATIOJAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEMT (if applicable)

The Colonial Revival-style three decker at 16-18 Preston represents
Somerville's best-detailed example of this form of multifamily housing.
Retaining integrity of location, design, materials, feeling, workmanship, and

association, the building fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of
Historic Places on the local level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in tarms of
other buildings within the comrunity.

Number 16-18 Preston Road is an elaborate three-decker. The flat-roofed
structure has projecting eaves and an elaborate modillioned cornice. The
full-height polygonal facade bay is offset to the left. Thetiered entrance
porches have flat roofs supported by clustered colonnettes. The entrance is
set within the first-story porch; it consists of a door containing an upper
oval panel of bevelled glass set beneath a transom. The porch balustrades
have a curved profile, a”*typical of the Colonial Revival style. The porch
newel post is topped by a large spherical finial.

HISTORICAL SGHIFICANCE Explain the role ownas played in loccd or state history and howv the
building relates to the devdogpment of the ooninunity.

The hills above Union Square have a nuirt)er of high-quality, attractive
Colonial Revival apartment houses and triple deckers. Rarely are they seen in
more than pairs, with no real concentration in a particular location.

This building wes oe of the last built on the Geage Ireland subdivision of

Preson Roed, a former gpple orchard. Ireland returned to his family estate

in Someirille in 18531 "built the house next to this three-decker (#20 Prestor
Road) at another location near Someryille Ave. Ireland cultivated fruits
and sold real estate. When the apple orchard was subdivided the road was
named after Ireland's wife, Jane Preston and Ireland's house was moved to
the next door location by 1890. The barn/garage belonging to the three-
decker property was built for #0 Preston Rd. A later subdivision, creatir

the lot for this building divided the early house at #20 Preston Road from
its barn which is now part of this property.
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