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Historic Name unKnown 
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Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
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Indicate north 

See attached assessor's map 

Um REFERENCE _ 

OSGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE 

Z E N 

19 - 326/950 - k69k/310 

Boston North 

1:25,000 

Use: PresQit multi-fainily house 

Original nulti-fam'ly house 

DESCRIPTICW V 

Date ca. 1910 

Source 

Style 

stylistic analysis 

Colonial Revival 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard  

Outbuildings iviryt^/garage (0) 

Major Alterations (with dates) Removal 
or the •' • • " ie third tier of full-height front 
entrance porch 

Ccxiditicxi e x c e l l e n t 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Set t ing urban res ident ia l . w e l l 

e s t a b l i s h e d q u i e t neighborhood o f 

mos t ly l a t e - l Q t h century s i n g l e and 

two f a m i l y dwe l l i ngs - w e l l maintained 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg, Preservation 
PIanner 

Organization Mass. Historical Copimis.qinn 

Date June 1986 



NATIOJAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMEMT ( i f applicable) 
The Colonial Revival-style three decker at 16-18 Preston represents 
Somerville's best-detailed example of this form of multifamily housing. 
Retaining integr i ty of location, design, materials, feel ing, workmanship, and 
association, the building f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of 
Historic Places on the local level . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomrunity. 

Number 16-18 Preston Road is an elaborate three-decker. The f lat-roofed 
structure has projecting eaves and an elaborate modillioned cornice. The 
fu l l -height polygonal facade bay is offset to the l e f t . The tiered entrance 
porches have f l a t roofs supported by clustered colonnettes. The entrance is 
set within the f i r s t - s to ry porch; i t consists of a door containing an upper 
oval panel of bevelled glass set beneath a transom. The porch balustrades 
have a curved p ro f i l e , a^typical of the Colonial Revival s ty le. The porch 
newel post is topped by a large spherical f i n i a l . 

HISTORICAL SIGHIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in loccd or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the ooninunity. 

The h i l l s above Union Square have a nuirt)er of high-quality, at t ract ive 
Colonial Revival apartment houses and t r i p le deckers. Rarely are they seen in 
more than pairs, with no real concentration in a particular location. 

This building was one of the last built on the George Ireland subdivision of 
Preston Road, a former apple orchard. I re land returned to his f ami ly estate 
i n Someirille i n 18531 "built the house next to t h i s three-decker (#20 Prestor 
Road) at another l oca t ion near Someryille Ave. I r e land cu l t i va t ed f r u i t s 
and sold r e a l estate. When the apple orchard was subdivided the road was 
named a f t e r I re land ' s w i f e , Jane Preston and I r e l and ' s house was moved to 
the next door l oca t ion by 1890. The barn/garage belonging to the three-
decker property was b u i l t f o r #20 Preston Rd. A l a t e r subdivis ion, c rea t i r 
the l o t f o r t h i s bu i l d ing divided the ear ly house at #20 Preston Road from 
i t s barn which i s now par t of t h i s property. 
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Samuels, Edward, Somerviiie! Past and Present, 189?. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY House at 16—18 Preston Road 
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MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001279 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
_UTMs boundary justif i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 
Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


