Form 10-300

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mas s
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Berkshire
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
[L NAME
¢ ommon: FEB 231972
Merrell Tavern
AND/OR HISTORIC:
2. LOCATION
STREET ANCNUMBER:
S.sideRoute 102, approximately 600 feet east of theintersection of WIllowS;
CITY OR TOWN:
Lee -(SouLli)
COUNTY:
M assachusetts 025 Berkshire 003
3* CLASSFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District g Building Public Public Acquisition: s Occupied Yes:
Site [+ Structure [3 Private [ 11In Process I | Unoccupied " Restricted
Object Both I 1 Being Considered i 1Preservation work L 1 Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural 1 1 Government Park (| Transportation { | Comments
1 | Commercial 1 1 Industrial [ 1 Private Residence Other (Specify)
| 1 Educational Military I | Religious
| | Entertainment Mus eum [71 Scientific

M, OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:

Society for thePreservati

STREET AND NUMBER:

141 Cambridge Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC;

Berkshire Mddle District

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Pittsfield

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

on of NewEngl and Antiquities

Historic American Buil dings Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1945

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY

HABS, National

STREET AND NUMBER;

801 19th Street,

CITY OR TOWN:

Washi ngt on

RECORDS;

Park Service

NwW

STATE;
Mass, 025
Regi stry of Deeds
Mass. 025
B Federal State . County . Local
a
CODg,
0O C



17. DESCRIPTION
(Check One)

CONDITION Excellent S Good +  Fair I | Deteriorated «  Ruins I | Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [3 Unaltered . Moved [3 Origiral Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL fif knowri) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Original: Two-story Eaderal-styla®brick house with*reari kitchen®win

hip roof on front section of building. Built ca,”_1812. Tavern
bar of ca. 1815, with wooden grille, survives intact.

Present: Two-story porch and wooden third story (ballroom) added ca. 1838.
Front section of building has pitch roof. Added portions of
building have details transitional between Federal and G eek
Revival styles. Very fewtwentieth century alterations except
for overpainting of early interior paints and graining, and
renmoval of early wallpapers.

Condition: The building requires structural repair and stabilization,
including extensive work i nthegable-end walls of thethird story.
In order t obe displayed tothepublic on a regular basis, the
building requires restorationof its early paints and wallpapers
except i ntheroons where t heearly paints have not been overpaintei® m
during nodern times. m

70



K..rm 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE O"TERIOR STATE

Ju'ty 1969) . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Mass
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES counTy
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Berkshire
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)
(Number all  ontrirm)

LEE, SQAJIH THE MERRELL TAVERN

6. Representation i nexisting suryeys

Berkshire County Survey of historic places
1970 B

Local 'e"

Berkshire County Historical Society

113 East Housatonic Street |
Pittsfiel<?, Massachusetts 025 }



it

E SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD CCfteck One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century . 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century [3 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S  (If Applicable and  Known) ca. 1812
AREAS  OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check  One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal Q Education Q Political i1 Urban Planning
D Prehistonc - « Engineering 'Q Religion/PhU . +  Other (Specify)
Historic +  Industry losophy
1 1 Agriculture +  Invention Q Science
Architecture +  Londscope Q Sculpture
Art Architecture Q Sociol/H
I 1 Commerce . Literoture
[ I Communications S Militory +  Theater
I 1 Conservation I | Music Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original portions of thestructuee were built as a house by Mj or
General Joseph Whiton, Commander of thetroops of t heWstern Massachusetts

mlitia i ntheVWar of 1812. |t was one of thefirst fine brick houses
in theregion, itsdetails based on t heFederal-period designs of Asher
Benjamin. |ts facade has t helarge wi ndows and smoth planar brick

walls, i nFlem sh bond, which thenew fashion required.

From 1815 until 1918 t hebuil ding was owied by t heMerrell fam |y and
by theDavises, who were heirs of theMerrells by marriage. The Merrells
used i t as a tavern from the beginning and their original tavern bar i s
perfectly preserved. The tavern thrived on t hestagecoach travel between
Springfield and Al bany. The addition of a two-story porch and third-story
containing ballroom and small sleeping roons about 1838 gave t he building
something of thegrand and institutional character, of thenew hotels
whi ch were everywhere replacing theold taverns. Fromthat time on, i twas
called ahotel. Itisthus particularly valuable since i texemplifiesin
one building a fine house, a tavern of theold type that resenbles a house,
and-.a?botel of a form specifically fashionable for thepurpose.

The early painted oak graining has survived i nthebar-room where
there i salso an early Franklin stove. The ballroom and small sleeping
roons still showtheir original paints and, in places, painted floor
decoration. The decline of thehotel's trade after 1850 has causedt he
architectural features toremain alnmost completely unchanged.



9. MNCR Bl BL1I0GRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Berkshire County M ddle District Registry of Deeds and Probate, Pittsfield,
Mass.

Field, David D ed. AHistory of the County of Berkshire, Massachusetts.
Pittsfield, 1829"! ~ " ~

Hyde, Rev. CM. and Al exander. The Centennial Celebration and Centenni al
History of the Town of Lee, Massachusetts. Springfield, 1878.

10. GECERAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THECENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGI TUDE LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds pegrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42 16 37 73 17 00
NE
SE
w
APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY: c. 1 acre?
ILIST ALLSTATES ANDCOUNTIES FORPROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE ORCOUNTY BOUNDARIES
COUNTY m
m
z
<
COUNTY; H
;D
11. FORM PREPARED BY cl
NAME AND TITLE;
Abbott Lowell CiHnmings, Director n
ORG ANI ZA TI ON DATE
Soc. forthe Preservation of New England Antic;uities August. 26. 197:.
STREET ANDNUMBER:
141 Cambridge Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston ‘Mass. 25.
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCATION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1"aw
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according tothecriteria andprocedures set
forth by theNational Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomitoationi s:

National < State [; X Local [X
FeB 23 102

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Arclieotogy and Historic <Prese?Vation

Date
Name ATTEST:
Seer ry of the Commonwealth &
Mass usetts Historical Commission
Title
Keeper of Th,
Date March 18,1971 Date JAN 20 1972
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

E NAME
COMMON: Merrell Tavern

AND/OR HISTORIC:

LOCATION

STREET AND NUM BER:
Route 102
CITY OR TOWN:
Lee (South)
STATE: copeE COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025 Berkshire
$. MA> REFERENCE

USGS Stockbridge, Mass.
SCALE: 1:24,000
1959
4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

STATE

Mass.

COUNTY

Berkshire
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY N

CODE



e 1t (L7 r» >N

17 30"

Town: Lee, Massachusetts

Title:

US GS Stockbridge,

Date: 1959
MILE
; KLOVETER
n MASS
QUADRANGLE LOCATION
ARCS
3. C. 20242

JLE ON REQUEST

Merrell

Mass.
===
-ROAD CLASSIFICATION
Heawy-outy —
Medmm-duly Unimproved d ~ . . - ==

Q interstate Route Q u . S Route Q State Route

STOCKBRIDGE, 1V-AS3
N42i5—W7315/7.6
1955

AMS 6JC8 .. SE-SERIES VS14

42*15'






ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE t<agfiamn?,ECTS

Date Entered
Nane

6terre|| Tavern

[ torthborough Town Hal |

Pirst Baptist Church

ad Comty Court House
«rialty Rectory

gt. Lake's”"iscopal Church
G owni nshi dl d ubus«

First Dnivorsalist Ontreh

Ns«ol « (Hajor JGssph) BOUM

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M Kennedy

Hon. LUnard w rJrooke

Hon. Silvio 0. Conte

Ban. Harold D Donohua

Bon. Ttias P. O Nalll, Jr.
mu. Hastings Keith

Director, Northeast Region
TR Now and: nm 2/ 16/ 72

Locati on

South Lee
Barkshire Gounty

Nor t hbor ough
Wr cester County

Bost on
Suf fol k Gounty

Pl yaout h
Fl yaouth County

Suffol k Gounty

LSMbor ough
Barkshirs County

Bost on
Suffol k County

Provi acat ow
Barnstabl e Gounty

Buekl and
Franklin County

Stata Liaison Officer

Bon. John T. Z Davoren

Saeretary of the Co—anweal th

Chal man, Kasaachusotts Historical
ot Hai sffion

O fioe of tlie Secretary

State House

Bost on, Massachusetts 02133



