
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

Mas s 
C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i re 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

| L NAME 
C O M M O N : 

M e r r e l l Tavern 
FEB 2 3 1972 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

S.sideRoute 102, approximately 600 feet east of the intersection of Willow S-; 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lee -(SouLli) 

Massachusetts 025 

C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i re 003 
3* CLASSfFICATION 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• D i s t r i c t g B u i l d i n g 

• Site [ • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

• Public 

[ 3 P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ 1 In P rocess 

I I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S Occup ied 

I I U noccup ied 

i 1 P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

^ R e s t r i c t e d 

[ 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I En te r ta inment 

1 I Government 

1 I I ndus t r i a l 

• Mil i tary 

Mus eum 

• Park 

[ 1 P r i v a t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

[71 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

{ I Comments 

M , O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

141 Cambridge S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E ; 

Mass, 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Berkshire Middle D i s t r i c t Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

P i t t s f i e l d Mass. 025 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Historic American Buildings Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: 1 9 4 5 B Federa l • State • Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

HABS, National Park Service 
STREET AND NUMBER; 

801 19th Street, N.W. 
OB 

CITY OR TOWN: 

Washington D. C. 

o 
z 
•D 

O 

z CODg, 



17. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t S Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted • Ruins I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d [ 3 U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• Moved [ 3 O r i g i r a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L f i f k n o w r i ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Original: Two-story Eaderal-styla^brick house with^reari kitchen^win 
hip roof on f r o n t section of building. B u i l t ca,^_l8l2. Tavern 
bar of ca. 1815, with wooden g r i l l e , survives i n t a c t . 

Present: Two-story porch and wooden t h i r d story (ballroom) added ca. 1838. 
Front section of building has pit c h roof. Added portions of 
building have d e t a i l s t r a n s i t i o n a l between Federal and Greek 
Revival styles. Very few twentieth century alterations except 
for overpainting of early i n t e r i o r paints and graining, and 
removal of early wallpapers. 

Condition: The building requires s t r u c t u r a l repair and s t a b i l i z a t i o n , 
including extensive work i n the gable-end walls of the t h i r d story. 
In order to be displayed to the public on a regular basis, the 
building requires restoration of i t s early paints and wallpapers 
except i n the rooms where the early paints have not been overpaintei^ 
during modern times. 
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K..rm 10-300o 
(Ju'ty 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE O^TERIOR 
..; . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

S T A T E 

Mass . 
C O U N T Y 

B e r k s h i r e 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

(Number all ontrirm) 
LEE, SOUTH, THE MERRELL TAVERN 

6. Representation i n existing suryeys 

Berkshire County Survey o(f h i s t o r i c places 
1970 . , 
Local '•" 
Berkshire County H i s t o r i c a l Society 
113 East Housatonic Street | 
Pittsfiel<?, Massachusetts 025 } 

"V 



E SIGNIFICANCE 

i / t 

I * 

U 

D£ 

I -

«/» 

Z 

111 

lU 

PERIOD CCfteck One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n I • 16th Century 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18th Centu ry 

[ 3 19 th Cen tu ry 

• 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) c a . 1812 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

D P r e h i s t o n c -

• H i s t o r i c 

1 I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I 1 Commerce 

[ I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Q E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l 

• E n g i n e e r i n g ' Q R e l i g i o n / P h U . 

• I n d u s t r y l osophy 

• I n v e n t i o n Q Sc ience 

• L o n d s c o p e Q Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q S o c i o l / H 

• L i t e r o t u r e 

S M i l i t o r y • T h e a t e r 

I I M u s i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The o r i g i n a l portions of the structuee were b u i l t as a house by Major 
General Joseph Whiton, Commander of the troops of the Western Massachusetts 
m i l i t i a i n the War of 1812. I t was one of the f i r s t f ine brick houses 
i n the region, i t s det a i l s based on the Federal-period designs of Asher 
Benjamin. I t s facade has the large windows and smooth planar brick 
walls, i n Flemish bond, which the new fashion required. 

From 1815 u n t i l 1918 the building was owned by the Merrell family and 
by the Davises, who were heirs of the Merrells by marriage. The Merrells 
used i t as a tavern from the beginning and t h e i r o r i g i n a l tavern bar i s 
perfectl y preserved. The tavern thrived on the stagecoach t r a v e l between 
Springfield and Albany. The addition of a two-story porch and third-story 
containing ballroom and small sleeping rooms about 1838 gave the building 
something of the grand and i n s t i t u t i o n a l character, of the new hotels 
which were everywhere replacing the old taverns. From that time on, i t was 
called a hotel. I t i s thus p a r t i c u l a r l y valuable since i t exemplifies i n 
one building a fi n e house, a tavern of the old type that resembles a house, 
and-.a?botel of a form s p e c i f i c a l l y fashionable for the purpose. 

The early painted oak graining has survived i n the bar-room, where 
there i s also an early Franklin stove. The ballroom and small sleeping 
rooms s t i l l show t h e i r o r i g i n a l paints and, i n places, painted f l o o r 
decoration. The decline of the hotel's trade after 1850 has caused the 
archi t e c t u r a l features to remain almost completely unchanged. 



9. MAJOR BIBL10GRAPHJCAL REFERENCES 

Berkshire County Middle D i s t r i c t R e g i s t r y of Deeds and Probate, P i t t s f i e l d , 
Mass. 

F i e l d , David D. ed. A H i s t o r y of the County o f Berkshire, Massachusetts. 
P i t t s f i e l d , 1829"! ~ " ~ 

Hyde, Rev. CM. and Alexander. The Centennial Celebration and Centennial 
H i s t o r y of the Town of Lee, Massachusetts. S p r i n g f i e l d , 1878. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 
sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M i n u t e s Seconds 

42 16 37 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

73 17 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: c. 1 acre? 
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CI 

n 

I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y B O U N D A R I E S 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y ; 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E ; 

Abbot t L o w e l l CiHnmings, D i r e c t o r 
O R G A N I Z A T l O N 

Soc. f o r the P re se rva t i on o f New England A n t i c ; u i t i e s 

D A T E 

August. 26. 197:. 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

141 Cambridge S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12 STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCATION 

.Mass. 25. 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public I^aw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomitoation is: 

National • State [;X Local [X 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Arclieotogy and Historic <Prese?Vation 

Name 

Seer 
Mass' 
Ti t le 

Date 
FEB 2 3 1972 

r y o f the Commonwealth & 
u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

ATTEST: 

Date March 18, 1971 Date 

Keeper of Th, 

JAN 2 0 1972 



RECEIPT PROPERTY STATE 

DATE OF RECEIPT 
DATA PAGE 
PHOTO (S) 
PHOTO DESCRIP (S) 
MAP (S) 
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) 
LOGGED 
ACKNOWLEDGE ^ A d / / - ; y 

RESUBMIT / 

\O NUMBER 
/ 

REGISTER NUMBER 

^3 

REVIEW 

MSTORIAN 

!^RCHITECT OK 

\SST. KEEPER 

:<EEPER 

ENTRY 

: H I E F , O A H P 

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR ¥1 

Date 
Federal Register Entry 2^^ 

?^nnual E d i t i o n E n t r y 

0 W7T 
l o g g e d • 

card ^Lb ^ ^^'^ 
WORKING NUMBER 

:OMMENTS: 

:ONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: 









'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

E 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y 

Berksh i re 

NAME 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N 

C O M M O N : M e r r e l l Tavern 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

LOCATION 

u 
STREET AND NUM BER: 

u 
Route 102 

CITY OR TOWN: 

oc Lee (South) 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

Massachusetts 025 Berkshire 3 
$. MA*> REFERENCE 

USGS S tockbr idge , Mass. 

lU SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 

1959 
4. REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 



''1. 03' 

17'30" 

" - ;« 1 t'l (.7' r» >^ 1 

Town: Lee, Massachusetts 

T i t l e : Merrell Tavern 

U.S.G.S. Stockbridge, Mass. 

Date: 19 59 

- i i - ; - ! — ' 42*15' 

MILE 

; KILOMETER 

ARCS 
3. C. 20242 
JLE ON REQUEST 

^ MASS 

QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

- -ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Heavy-outy — ' 
Medrnm-duly Unimproved d ^ . . - = = 

Q interstate Route Q u . S Route Q State Route 

STOCKBRIDGE, 1V-AS3. 

N42 i5—W7315 /7 .6 

195S 

AMS 6JC8 . . SE-SERIES VS14 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE t<aqfiamn?;ECTS 

Date Entered ^ ^ 19^2 

r 

Name 

6 Iterrell Tavern 
Itorthborough Town Hall 

Pirst Baptist Church 

Old Coyxnty Court House 

«rialty Rectory 

gt. Lake's ̂ iscopal Church 

Crowninshidld u6us« 

First Dnivorsalist Ontreh 

^s«ol« (Hajor JOssph) BOUM 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. LUward w. rJrooke 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 
Ban. Harold D. Donohua 
Bon. TtiOBas P. O'Nalll, Jr. 
mu. Hastings Keith 

Director, Northeast Region 
1̂  HR NRowland:mm 2/16/72 

Location 

South Lee 
Barkshire County 

Northborouqh 
Worcester County 

Boston 
Suffolk County 

Plyaouth 
Flyaouth County 

Suffolk County 

LSMCborouqh 
Barkshirs County 

Boston 
Suffolk County 

Proviacatowi 
Barnstable County 

Buekland 
Franklin County 

Stata Liaison Officer 
Bon. John T. Z. Davoren 
Saeretary of the Co—wnweal th 
Chalman, Kasaachusotts Historical 

OotHaisffion 
Offioe of tlie Secretary 
State House; 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 


