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Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and
« white) Indicate address of Use Present residential
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft side of form Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date 1886
Source The Iv'dtham Sentinel
Style late IQth C. eclectic
Architect Rufus E. Lord
Sketch Map: Draw map showi ng Exterior Wall Fabric Perth Amxoy
property's location 1 nrelationto brick ad fieldstone
nearest cross streets and/or Outbuildings - none

geographical features. Indicate
*11 buildings between inventoried
property and nearest intersection(s)
Indicate north

UTM REFERENCE

USGS QUADRANGALE  LEY./tI(YTOKI
SCALE /*'2g onO

iglz2tTninj(.9"yqO

Maj or Alterations (with dates) nge

Condition slese

Moved o Date - n/a
Acreage 15%4A sc.ft. O-'f/ff SO-|U-7J
Setting Prominently sited on ample

corner lot in neighborhood of 1890's -
1930's suburban houses. It is bounded

on / sides by peeping curve of Lord
and Hamod Street.
Recorded by Edward W. Gordon
Organization Wadtham Hist. Gami,

Date
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

""Lord's Castle" is VWl thams most highly eclectic late 19th century nansion
with its castellated corner tower and Flemsh gables, its formand treatnents
are unique 'vithin the city limts. | thas significant historical associations
with Rufus E Lord, prolific late i9th/early 20th century V@l tham builder.
"Lord's Castle" neets criterion C cf the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

Built in 1886. "Lord's Castle" isa rare Boston area exanple of a
castle-like mansion. |tsstyle has been called "Norman CGothic". Constructed »f
yel l ow brick and possessing an irregular plan, this house i s domnated by a
robust, 3-story, corner tower. Porches consisting of heavy rubble stone posts
with low hip roofs projecting fromthe main and south facades. Mst of this
building's architectural interest i s associated with its disproportionately
large, 3-3tory tower, with w ndows exhibiting modified G bbian surrounds, ocul ar
w ndows at the 3d level, and extensive corbelling and distinctive castellatioa.
The main facade featuresa well-crafted, late 19th century, double front doors,
flanked to the left by and attractive, colorful, stain glass w ndow Above the
entrance i s a Palladianw ndow In

(cont)
H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opment of the community.

Lord's Castle was built in 1886, tw years after V@l thams incorporation as
acity. Ina sense, this eclectic house synbolizes the new sophistication ad
conplexity of the still rural, yet highly industrialized city. Although nuch of
the house's significance lies inthe realmof its architectural uniqueness, the
house has inportant historical associationswith Rufus E Lord. Together with
Robert E dancy, John Lally and others, M. Lord played a significant rolein
V@l thams late 19th/early 20th century construction of private houses and public
buildings. Perhaps Lord's best known building aside fromhis castle, isthe
Arnory building at Sharon and Qushing Streets. Lord chose the house's site on
the upper slopes of Prospect Hill forits commanding views. Prior to Lord's
purchase of this land, its ower had been Cel Farnsworth. During the late
1850's, this land was seriously considered for the devel opment of a second
cemetery (the Munt Feake site was eventually chosen).

It issaidto have taken Lord ten years to build this house. |t sinnovative
features included "cenented floors, and unfading green slate roof." Wl tham
peopl e who worked on its construction included Patrick Mallory and Son:
foundation; WIliam Coughlin: rustic stone work; Barker Lunber Gonpany: finish
and stone work; \Wendall S Jordan: painting, etc.. Interesting interior
features of this 8-room 7-chi nmey

(cont)
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AHTEILTRA. SSGNF CANCE, Lord's Castle, continued - e

general, w ndows contain 1/1wood sash. Thenorth wall i streated as an
octagonal bay with a chimey occupying thebay's nmain and side facades. The
house culmnates i na corbelled cornice simlar tothat of thetower. It i s

encl osed by a copper-edged, hip-roof, which retains nost of it s shingles.

H STAR CAL S GN FI CANCE, conti nued

house include 8 mantles, al | exhibiting different designs, a fireback displaying
a coronet andmottled brovmand green hearth tiles. I naddition"theentire
house was supplied with handsone chandeliers" supplying light by gas or
electricity.”
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1970 Atlas, City of Wil tham
e Wal t ham Massachusetts MRA

Conpi l ed by the V@l tham , <

Engi neering Division 211 " Hammond Street

Scale: 1inch = 140 feet Lord's Castle
20-1-12 MH-c7i=/xf-



/i

/1

5/\

E—Bw 177

>00

10445

10445

- 1049 * 8078--
-a27

83.71

50
52

'49/
I\O_

79;

20

to If.’
19 160

43 r

166 126.

AU o 3

16 J'
A \ \ N
168.41

VALTHAM M\ MRA

Lord's Castle

211 Fanmond Street

1" =100

1975; updated t o 1987
V@l t ham Engi neering Dept

l ot #50-14-21



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301



