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COMMON:

Oregon Trail Historic District QLytle Pass Area)
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

4-7 miles southeast of Vale, Oregon on Lvtle Boulevard
CITY OR TOWN:

Section 10. 14. 25. 24. 25. T19S.. R45E
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

Oregon
COUNTY:

Mal heur 04 5

CATEGORY 
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OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

District [ | Building 

Site | | Structure 

HH Object

QQ Public 

[~] Private

Public Acquisition: 

||In Process 

| | Being Considered

I I Occupied 

J£H Unoccupied 

| | Preservation work 

in progress

Yes:

| | Restricted 

[X] Unrestricted

a NO
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

| | Agricultural

| | Commercial

[ | Educational

| | Entertainment

["^Government 

|~~] Industrial 

| | Military 

| | Museum

| | Private Residence

| | Religious

| | Scientific

| | Transportation 

Q Other (Specify;

| | Comments

Bureau of Land Management
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)

Vale District Office
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Vale

STREET AND NUMBER:

365 "A" Street West

Oregon 41
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Malheur County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

251 "B" Street West
CITY OR TOWN:

Vale Oregon / /s
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic Sites along the Oregon Trail
DATE OF SURVEY: [""^Federal State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

National Park Service - Service Center Qr\ RATIONAL
STREET AND NUMBER:

Denver Federal Center
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Denver Tnloradn



CONDITION
QQ Excellent | | Good | | Fair

(Check One) 

Q Altered .JQ Unaltered

(Check One) 

| | Deteriorated

c

| | Ruins | | Unexposed

(Check One) 

] Moved jj] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORI G IN Al_ '(if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This historic district includes a segment of the Oregon trail approximately 
& miles long. Portion of tha trail is 'unaltered. Portion is overlaid by 
the Lytle Boulevard, a pave-., county " road, while some of the trail area 
has been seeded to range grass,

Portion of the trail segment ascending Cow liollow has been reseeded to 
range grasses ; however the ares is quite stable. The portion of the trail 
descending Lytle Pass vrestward is over open range land, covered with sage­ 
brush .and native grasses. This portion also is stable.

Lytle Boulevard cuts across the trail segment as Lytle Pass, exposing deep 
rats. The panoramic views from the s-jnmt of the pass would have changed 
little froir the original view.

The area Tvithin the rectangle shown on the map proposed for nomination 
includes a corridor 660 feet on each side of the centerline of the Oregon 
Trail as traced on the attached map. No private lands within the rectangle 
are to be included. Land ownership is also indicated on the attached map. m 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

| | Pre-Columbian [ | 16th Century [ | 18th Century [~| 20th Century 

[H 15th Century | | 17th Century QQ 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1843~1860

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal Q Education g] Political | | Urban Planning

I I Prehistoric [ | Engineering [ | Religion/Phi- \jQ Other (Specify;

Q] Historic [^Industry losophy

I I Agriculture | | Invention [ | Science

[~~1 Architecture | | Landscape | | Sculpture

I | Art Architecture [~j Social/Human-

| | Commerce | | Literature itarian

[X] Communications | | Military | | Theater

I I Conservation | | Music [T| Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
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The Oregon Trail ''ms the overland route for the emigrants bounl for Oregon 
and Waslixnnton, Although this route was opened by the fur traders in 
1810-1840 and by the missionaries in 1836, it was not until 1843 when wagons 
were taken through to the Dalles on the Colunibia. IMs was the year of 
the great Migration and 875 people crossed the trail. During the 1340's 
and 1850's approximately 500,000 people crosse'.f the country by this over­ 
land rcr-it* Tlie Oregon Trail -/as nest i^wrtpjit to 0:a?gon stateliood. It 
is the longest wa^on. road in the United States and the largest conetery 
with burials averaging one for ever)' 0.1 miles.

Undisturbed traces of this trail are not common in Eastern Oregon. This
OS
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district includes one of the best examples which is locate:! or. public 
lands and is paralled by a paved, county road affording a large number of 
people the opportunity to observe and drive along the original transporta­ 
tion route with unrestricted access.

Associated with the trail are John D, Menders-oil's grave and the Hot Springs 
on the Malheur River at Vale.



Aubrey L. Haines, Historic Sites along the Oregon Trail. (1973)
Gregory M. Franzwa, The Oregon Trail Revisited, (1972)
W. J. Ghent, The Road to Oregon (1929)
Jay Monashan, The Overland Trail fl 947)
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES - 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY *•
———— ————————————————————————— F
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 43° 56- 18- 117° 12' 17 •• 
NE 43° 56' 18" 117° 11" 05 " 
SE 43° 53' 05" 117° 08' 29 " 
sw 43° 52' 42" 117° 09 '34.3"

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LC

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees
O i ii O

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY gQQ ^CrfiS Historic Corridor

>NGI TUDE

Minutes Seconds
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NAME AND TITLE: DATE:

Percy J. C. Brown, Natural Resource Specialist 12- ̂
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

Bureau of Land Management
STREET AND NUMBER: PHONE

729 Oregon Ave. fP. 0. Box 2965^1 ;>34-3:
CITY OR TOWN:

Portlandiiiiillil^
State L*iais"6o Officer recommendation:
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^"^r State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify­ 
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re- 

yrtew Board and to evaluate i<s^ignificance. The recom- 
Jfliended J^el of^p^nrticaate^ S? National | | State

Yl^ljXjlJtlte* 51975
Fedelfti Representative Signature , ^\ uate

DeiMy Assistant Secretary
^ Title

STATE

Oregon 97208
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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