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The General Giles House, constructed in 1791 is a 2 1/2 
story t-shaped frame structure. The house has a hip roof 
with 2 inside end chimneys. There are two pedimented dormers 
with returns on the facade. The windows are 12 lights over 
12 lights flanked by three panel (raised) shutters on either 
floor. The main entrance features a modern pillared (Ionic) 
portico and a brick stoop. The front door has 6 raised 
panels with a wide lockrail. The foundation is New Jersey 
sandstone and the cellar windows have the original wrought 
iron bars. There is a modern portico to the east side of the 
house that has a wooden stoop and a six panel door with wide 
lockrail. The rear section is 1 1/2 stories with an inside 
end chimney, pedimented dormers, and 9 light over 9 light 
window openings. The property is surrounded with a wrought 
iron fence. There is a brick walkway around most of the 
house and a brick patio in the rear of the house.

Inside, the house has random width pine floorboards 
throughout. The first floor has a center floor plan with 
parlors to either side. There is a square arch in the main 
hallway. Several of the rooms on the first floor have hand 
carved wooden Adams mantles with detailed reeding, pilasters, 
and full entablatures. The mantle in the west (front) 
parlor also has carved figures, laurel wreathes and a small 
King of Prussia marble border between the hearth opening and 
the mantle. There are cornices and chairrails throughout 
the house. In many rooms the original bookcases and closets 
that flank the fireplaces still remain. The stairway is U- 
shaped with nosed treads and stringboards. The balasters 
are turned. Throughout the interior many original doors and 
hardware remain. Original interior hardware includes large 
boxlocks, iron knob latches with lockbars, iron thumb latches, 
H-L hinges, and large strap hinges.

Alterations to the house include the conversion of the 
east part of the first floor into a professional office, the 
closing of several fireplaces, the erection of the side 
porch, a new front stoop, and the installation of modern 
plumbing and heating facilities.
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The General Giles House, built in 1791, is one of the 
most distinct examples of Georgian Architecture that can be 
found in the state. Architecture, Legal and the Military 
are the areas of significance for the General Giles House.

This broad 2 story, 5 bay, hip roof articulation was 
typical of the finer Georgian Mansions of the Middle Atlantic 
area. But this type is almost never found in South Jersey, 
where vernacular conservatism prevailed. Therefore, the 
Giles house, a full blown Georgian Mansion, is a rarity. 
Moreover, the Mansion survives intact complete with the 
original windows, panel doors, H - L hinges, brass locks, 
floorboards, and Adams mantles.

General James Giles had a lengthy and distinguished 
career as a military officer during the American Revolution. 
He first distinguished himself as a lieutenant in the Second 
(New York) Artillery Regiment. Later he was attached to a 
Regiment that fell under the command of the Marquis de 
Lafayette. Prior to the cessation of hostilities, he received 
his commission as General. With the conclusion of fighting, 
he resigned from the military to enter civilian life.

In 1782 General Giles undertook the study of law under 
the supervision of Joseph Bloomfield, who became one of the 
three Bridgetonians to hold the Office of Governor of New 
Jersey. After marrying Mr. Bloomfield's sister, General 
Giles moved to Bridgeton (1788). There he set up his legal 
practice which quickly grew to be highly lucrative.

General Giles was also active in the community serving 
as the County Clerk from 1789 until 1804. In 1791, General 
Giles and some other prominent individuals of "Bridgeton" 
helped establish the Broad Street Presbyterian Church. A 
dispensation was granted to General Giles, late secretary of 
the General Lodge in the state of New York and Master of St. 
Johns Lodge number 2 of New York in October of 1790 authorizing 
him to institute a lodge in Bridgeton. In November, Brearley 
Lodge number 9 was instituted with Giles as Master and 
chartered in June 1791. He held the office of high priest 
in Brearley H.R.A. chapter number 6 from 1815 *- 1820.
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General Giles was also the first president of the Cumberland 
National Bank from 1816, until his death in 1825.

There is a title trace of the owners with their respective 
deed numbers that can be located in the Cumberland County 
Court House.

General Giles executors were Issac Hampton and Charles 
Reed.

Robert S. Buck 1827 
xx (48)-478

Charles Read 1827 
xx (48)-480

Mary L. Jones 1844 
AY (73)-513

Rev. Dr. Samuel Beach Jones 1853 
84-795

William E. Potter 1884 
173-264

A. E. Potter by Will L-217 
W. E. Potter Estate

James Boyd Potter 1899 
246-384

Alice Eddy Potter 1899 
248-51

Lehman Garrison 1903 
269-293

Emma Tomlinson 1918 
363-201

John C. Diament 1921 
395-92

James M. Gates 1941 
565-362
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William E. Potter came from a prominent family in Bridgeton. 
The Potter Family came from Ireland in 1740 with the Presbyterian 
emigration. He received his law degree from Harvard in 1861 and 
was continuing his education at Princeton, when he enlisted in 
Company K, Twelfth Regiment New Jersey Volunteers. In 1866, he 
was commissioned aide-de-camp to Governor Marcus L. Ward, of Mew 
Jersey, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. Colonel Potter took 
part in many battles during his enlistment: Chancelorsville, 
Gettysburg, Petersburg, and Appomattox Court-House to name a few. 
In company with five other officers he was detailed to 
deliver the colors surrendered by General Lee's army, to 
Honorable Edward M. Stanton, of the War Department, in 
Washington. The ceremony occurred on May 1, 1965. He was 
the only New Jersey officer present on this occasion. 
Colonel Potter was a delegate to the Republican Convention 
in 1868, 1876 and as an elector on the Garfield ticket in 
1880.

Recently the present owner of the Giles house, Dr. 
James Maurice Gates, passed away (1977). Here is how the Bridgeton 
Evening News described Dr. Gates in a brief editorial from 
the "Scribbler". "The death of Dr. Maurice Gates removes 
another noted physician from our midst. He was a Bridgeton 
boy in the truest sense, graduating from Bridgeton High and 
choosing a career in osteopathy for his life's work, and 
returning here to practice. Dr. Gates was interested in 
many things, especially in the Red Cross where he served as 
a director. Dr. Gates also was interested in the city's 
historic past and resided for many years in the General 
Giles House on West Broad Street. Our community will miss 
this tall, courtly gentleman who served his profession so 
well and so tirelessly."
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a corner of the north line of Broad Street being the southeast 
corner of said Ware's lot; thence bounding on said north line 
of Broad Street south seventy degrees and fifty-five minutes 
east seventy feet to the beginning.


