
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

O ld Camb. I1B4 

Cambridge 

3SS 10 Coolidge H i l l Road 

? Sarah Orne House 

ent use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Hunt 

\ MO- 19A 
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 

in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

ent owner R i c h a r d and P r i s c i l i a 

ription: 

180 7 

>urce deed r e c o r d s 

Georg ian 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) garage w i t h barge-
board 

Other features round-headed v;indow 

o v e r e n t r y , bay a t s o u t h e a s t end 

has Greek R e v i v a l m o l d i n g . 
Altered 

M-oved 

Yes Date 180 9 

Date 

5. Lot size 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 7 5 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 4 

50M-5-77 HOV ^ ^ B80 

•• ••Avnr'.-!f3' 



7. Original owner (if known^ John G. Orne - Sarah Orne 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ r e s i d e n t i a l use 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

A well-preserved-house s u r v i v i n g _ f r o m the 
nineteenth century when most of the h i l l was s t i l l 
farmland. I n i t i a l l y b u i l t i n 1807 by Sara Orne's son, John, 
i t f u n ctioned as a store u n t i l 1809 when i t was jnoved 
onto a d i f f e r e n t s i t e on the property. I t was tli-en enlarged 
i n t o a house by Sara Orne. I t has an unusual f u l l - x v i d t h 
facade porch w i t h a round-headed s t a i r windov; above. 

I n 19 36, the service wing was separated from 
the main p o r t i o n o f the house and i s now Number 8 
Coolidge H i l l Road. The barn was remodelled as a 
residence i n 1900 by Ralph Adams Cram (Number 6 Coolidge 
H i l l Road•). 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Federai Agency: Date D u e : — H ' ^ 3 

Action: ACCEPT 
resubmission _t^TURN ¥/AiA>-
nomination by person or local government REJECT 
owner objection photos 
appeal maps ^ 

Substantive Review: j / s a m p l e request , appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

i^XCiA^W^ wmh ^1. CyuJtuiCi - f^oAsi fUAUrdji 1k AUzyAkuXoy^ (UAy^yi 
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see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Cla»8if ication 
Omnatattta Matu* > m » M I 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descript ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descr ipt ion 

. McaHwit «M*rtoralad unallarad arlgiiwl sIM 
- food nitns attarad wiovad tfi 
. tek unaxpoaad 

t ̂ laaaaA amt fl^dlRfll (W kRsv^Kl i 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary aalection 



8. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10 . Oeograph ica l Data 

V«%al > i i i < « n f taatt l^Uan am* )M»ttlle«lliii 

11. Form Prepared By 

12 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
H>» taaiuaut atgnincanoa Ol thl« proprty wman tha laaa ia: 

Mttml itata lacal 

1 3 . o t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to _ — 

CignAri A ^ J j y Q ' ^ ' L y X ^ nat^ ^ / / J ' ^ ^ ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number ] MQ - /\ 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

/ Oijyyyyy^Ati 

50M-5-77 HOM ^ 

In Area no. Form no. 

O l d Camb. I I B 4 

1. Town Cambridge 

Addre ss iQ C o o l i d g e H i l l Road 

Name Sarah Orne House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Hunt 
Present owner R i c h a r d and P r i s c i l i a 

3. Description: 

Date 180 7 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style Geo rg i an 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric wood 

Outbuildings (describe) garage w i t h barge-
b o a r d 

Other features round-headed window 

o v e r e n t r y , bay a t s o u t h e a s t end 

has Greek R e v i v a l m o l d i n g . 

Altered Yes Date 180 9 

Moved No Date 

5. Lot size; 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 7 5 f e e t 

Approximate distance of building f r o m street 

30 f e e t 

6. Recorded by B a i n b r i d g e B u n t i n g 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date 19 6 4 

9̂80 



7. Original owner (if known) John G. Orne - Sarah Orne 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l use 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural XX 
The Arts 
Commerce ZZZZ 
Communication 
Community development XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

A well-preserved -house surviving from the 
nineteenth century when most of the h i l l was s t i l l 
farmland. I n i t i a l l y b u i l t i n 180 7 by Sara Orne's son, John, 
I t functioned as a store u n t i l 1809 when i t Mas jnoyed 
onto a d i f f e r e n t s i t e on the property. , I t Kas-ltken Enlarged 
into a house Sara Orne. Tt has an unustial ful l - T ^ i d t h 
facade porch with a round-headed s t a i r window above. 

I n 19 36, the service wing was separated from 
the main portion of the house and i s now Number 8 
Coolidge H i l l Road. The barn was remodelled as a 
residence i n 1900 by Ralph Adams Cram (Number 6 Coolidge 
H i l l Road-). 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 



IN.VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSEITS HISTORICAL CCfvMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

O l d Cambridge 

Form No: 
OC 

I I . B . 4 

Property Name: Sarah Orne House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

The Sarah Orne House i s associated w i t h the Josiah Coolidge Farm, 
•which occupied a drumlin on the banks of the Charles River i n s i g h t of 
Harvard Square u n t i l i t was sold f o r a s u b d i v i s i o n i n 1910. I t was the 
l a s t working farm i n Cambridge, and the .last o f the Old Cainbridge estates 
t o be subdivided. The f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n i s drawn from Report Four: 
Old Cambridge of the Survey of A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Cambridge: 

The h i s t o r y as w e l l as the l o c a t i o n of Coolidge H i l l sets i t somewhat 
apart from B r a t t l e S t r e e t . Here, a t what l a t e r became known as 
Gerry's Landing, the bank of the Charles River o f f e r e d a f i r m landing 
place, and i t was near t h i s p o i n t t h a t S i r Richard S a l t o n s t a l l i n 
16 30 e s t a b l i s h e d the f i r s t Watertown settlement. U n t i l Memorial 
Drive was extended through t o Fresh Pond Parkway m l y 4 6 , t h i s v a l l e y 
was meadowland leading down t o the Charles River. 

When the i n i t i a l s e t t l e r s removed toward Watertown Square a f t e r 16 35 
the a l l o t m e n t s were gathered i n t o farms by a few remaining f a m i l i e s . 
Most of Coolidge H i l l was acquired by the Samuel Thatcher f a m i l y , i n 
whose possession i t remained u n t i l 179 3. Owned l a t e r by Elbridge 
Gerry - and thus b r i e f l y annexed t o Elmwood estate - i t came eventually 
i n t o the hands of Josiah Coolidge and h i s son Joseph, who kept the 
farm together u n t i l World War I , except f o r some 11 acres sold i n 

^ 1865 t o the c i t y f o r the Cambridge Cemetery. The l a s t remnant of 
the farm disappeared i n 1924. Near what had e a r l i e r been an access 
road t o a farm f u r t h e r south on the r i v e r , Coolidge Avenue was l a i d 
out i n 18 30 and became the boundary of the newly founded Mt. Auburn 
Cemetery. 

P a r t i t i o n i n g o f Coolidge H i l l began i n 1910 w i t h sales of the lower 
meadows t o Browne and Nichols School and i n 1925 t o Shady H i l l School; 
the eastern c r e s t was purchased by the Forbes f a m i l y i n 1910 and 
developed as a f a m i l y enclave. The more i n t e n s i v e s u b d i v i s i o n of 
the h i l l ' s n o r t h e r slope as Coolidge H i l l Road took place i n 1915, 
w h i l e l a r g e r h i l l t o p l o t s were l a i d out i n 1924. 

Surrounded by cemeteries, school grounds, and a t r a f f i c a r t e r y , 
Coolidge H i l l i s very much of an i s l a n d , and i t i s f u r t h e r protected 
by one-way s t r e e t s t h a t seem only t o lead 'out'. As a r e s u l t , the 
d i s t r i c t ' s s t r e e t s are as q u i e t as they were f o r t y years ago and 
t h e i r l a y o u t [Prof. Henry V. Hubbard of Pray, Hubbard & White] a t ­
t a i n s the same picturesque i n f o r m a l i t y as Larchwood, although the 
houses on top of the h i l l are l a r g e r . Like Larchwood [a nearby 
development of 1915J , they provide a p e r f e c t l o c a l i t y i n which t o 
study and compare high-grade r e s i d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g before and a f t e r 
the F i r s t World War. 

(see over - c o n t i n u a t i o n ) 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 



Though the 17th-century Thatcher farmhouse near the corner of 
Coolidge Avenue and Mt. Auburn S t r e e t disappeared i n 1831, f i v e 
other s t r u c t u r e s o f some a n t i q u i t y s u rvive on the h i l l . Numbers 
8 and 10 Coolidge H i l l Road are the service wing and main p o r t i o n 
(separated i n 1936) o f the Widow Orne's house. This b u i l d i n g began 
l i f e i n 180 7 as a store across the parkway, on the grounds of the 
Home f o r Aged People; two years l a t e r i t was moved t o i t s present 
s i t e and adapted as a house. I t s barn (6 Coolidge H i l l Road) was 
remodeled as a residence i n 1900 by Ralph Adams Cram. The two 
Coolidge houses also s u r v i v e : 24 Coolidge H i l l Road (1822, r e ­
modeled 1900) and 34 Coolidge Avenue b u i l t i n 1856. And f i n a l l y , 
there i s the t r i m l i t t l e Federal house of IbOl a t 144 Coolidge H i l l , 
moved here i n 1929 from 15 Appian Way. 

The Orne House i s a two-story h i p ro o f wood frame s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
f i v e bays, a center entrance, and a s i n g l e dormer centered above i t . A 
porch spans the e n t i r e f r o n t of the house, w i t h f l u s h boarding underneath 
and clapboards elsewhere. B u i l t i n 180 7 as a s t o r e , i t was moved i n 1809 
and converted to a house; the d e t a i l s which are described are presumed t o 
date from t h a t remodelling. The house i s important as an e a r l y farmhouse 
of the period ; the move occurred so e a r l y t h a t i t does not d e t r a c t from 
i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

The Orne House meets C r i t e r i o n A as associated w i t h the development 
of Cambridge, and C r i t e r i o n C as an important example of i t s type. 
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Sarah Orne House 
10 Coolidge H i l l Road 

Photo: C.19 6 9 
N.R. # OC II. B . 4 



T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
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MA 
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appeal 
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8. S ign i f i cance 

Pariad Iraaa al tltwHlc—ci CItttk am* hasWy haiaw 

t ^ a a m a *a \aa •Mll<»r A rcMtoc I 
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UMT Refervncea 

V w * « l >«iw<«nr tf»«cr«^tiofi and lustHtcat ion 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


