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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The White County Courthouse is a two-story masonry structure styled 
in what might loosely be termed Classical Revival, The later 
modifications of both the plan and facade have diluted its pure style. 

The original structure, now the center of the present "H" Plan, was 
completed in 1871. The east and west facades of this original build­
ing are virtually unchanged and are visible as the indented portion 
of the east and west elevations of the building . 

. In 1912, _:t_wo-story additions were constructed orr·· both the north and 
south sides of the original courthouse. These additions are very 
compatibly designed and the materials and methods of construction are 
identical to that of the original building. 

:." · ; ,. 

The ground floor of the courthouse was executed in smoothed faced stone. 
laid in regular ashlar bond while the remainder, the second and 
parapet walls are of brick maso~ry in common bond. 

The east and west elevations are identical. They are dominated by 
double tierred entry porticos capped by triangular pediments . . The 
ground floor entry is defined by a stone entry arcade. The stone 
courses match the buildings ground floor stonework and each arcade 
entry is formed by five .s .emicircu_lar arches with stone voussoirs and 
keystone. 

At the second floor level four round fluted columns and four square 
fluted pi:tasters rise ·· from ·a rectangular b.3.llastal porch; to .- support 
the pediment. The columns and pilasters of both the original building 
and additions are ·capped by ·corinthiah ·capitals. The second ·level 
porch ceiling is comprised of three sernic'ircular vaults springing between 
column bays. -· 

The pedim2nt is decorated by a denticulated cornice and a ' circular 
ventilation. 

The entire structure is balanced by a wide frieze, also capped \vi th a 
denticulated cornice, above which is a plainly capped parapet. 

The clay tiled roof is a slightly sloping hip with the exception of 
the pedirnented porticos. The hipped effect is however diminished by 
its very slight slope and parapets. · 
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Rising from the center of the roof is a square planned clock/ 
observation tower. Each of the towers and elevations are 
identical and consist of a stylized venetian window, clock face, 
and a band of small scale denticulated cornice rising to a peak 
above each window. The tower roof is a shape reminiscent of 
sail vaulted roofs and is fashioned of metal. A flag pole 
extends from the roof's highest point. 

All fenestration in the stone work of the g·round floor is spanned 
by matching stone lintels. The window and door openings in the 
brick of the original courthouse structure are spanned bY decor­
ative slightly arched cut-stone lintels whereas, the lintels of the 
addition . are simple stone. All fenestration is symmetrical ·.about 
the center of each elevation. 

Notable interior features include handsome stairways to the second 
(courtroom) level and beautiful ceramic tile (1" hexagon) floor s . 

lvith the exception of minor interior intrusions; such as lowered 
ceilings, _inappropriate finish materials and paint; the court­
house remains much the same as it did in 1912 following its ad­
dition. 
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The larg~?;t n~er of architecturally significant public buildings 
in Arkansas are the courthouses scattered over the State's seventy­
five counti~s. A structural symbol of American government, the 
county courthouses serves as the center of local political activity. 
Often the largest and most costly building in the coun·ty, the court­
house is almost always a source of pride to the citizens who financed 
and make use of its facilities. 

White County was created by the Territorial Legislature on October 23 1 

1835, from parts of Pulaski, Independence, and Jackson counties as 
Arkansas' thirty-fifth county. \•7hi te County contained 1, 020 square 
miles at its creation, making it the _second largest county in Arkan­
sas. County court records date . from May 23, 1836. 

Tne David Crise farm near White Sulphur Springs, ~ow the site of Oak 
Grove Cemetery, ten1pora;rily served as the first seat of county govern­
ment. The legislature established a five-man commission to permanent­
ly locate the county seat, 'Ihe comrnission discussed Frankfort as a 
possible site, but it took no action. By 1838, an irate group of 
sixty-fiye .citizens petitioned tl1e , General Assembly ·for a new commis­
sion to locate the courthouse. The commission decided upon a site 
near the present location. John Howerton promised to donate the 
property for the courthouse, but he died before he had signed the 
deed of conveyance. The guardian appointed to care for Howetton's 
widow and children refused to sign the conveyance, and another site 
had to be selected. 

In 1840, Crawford Walker, who married the daughter of Colonel John 
Magness, an early pioneer of White County, donated ten acres of land 
to the commission. Lots were sold, and the revenue was used to 
cohstruct \fuite County's first permanent courthouse, located just 
southwest of the present courthouse. 'l'he first courthouse was a one­
storey log structure that contained a 4 foot by 10 foot table and two 
10 foot benches. The courthouse and furnishings cost the coun·ty 
$138.50. 
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The United States Congress authorized two million acres· of land 
between the St. Frances and Arkansas Rivers to be used as bounties 
for the Yeterans of the War of 1812. If a veteran was unsatisfied 
with the property he drew from the lot, he could exchange the bounty 

-for another unoccupied section. In 1842, Allen McVey disliked his 
original 160-acre lot near Conway and selected as his bounty the 
Searcy townsite . . McVey · soon sold the property to William P.elham but 
Pelham neglected to obtain a deed. Israel Moore purchased the land 
three years later. When McVey died soon after this, an heir of his, 
John Osborn, sold forty acres of the land to David Maxwell and J~mes 
Walker. Subsequent lawsuits resulted in the United States Supreme 
Court deciding the case. The Supreme Court ruled ·that Israel Hoore 
held title to the land. Moore honored all previous sales of lots in 
the business district and donated the courtsquare, as well as acreage 
for a city park and a church to the city. 

Israel Moore, a surveyor from Philadelphia , settled in Searcy and was 
coru~issioned to design the streets for the city. Adhering to the 
specifications of the Territorial Land Ordinance of 1785, Hoore used 
rectangular surveys with streets running due north-south and east­
west, which divided the land into townships of thirty-six square 
miles. · ,Moore cent.ered the courtsquare in the town. He named the 
streets of Searcy to honor the major Streets of Philadelphia near 
Independence Hall. · However, he did not include a "Chestnut Street" 
in, his gi:id; instead he used "Main Street." Moore numbered the streets 
running north-south, but these have since been changed to n~mes. Moore 
also laid out the streets of Texarkana. 

By 1850 White County needed a larger courthouse. The second courthouse 
was a two-storey frame structure with single-storey adjacent wings. 
The main building measured 30 feet by 20 feet, while the wings measured 
20 f eet by 14 feet. · The neH courthouse cost $1,000 and occupied the 
site of the present courthouse . 

In November, 1859, a committee to study the need for a new courthouse 
reported that Wnite County indeed did need a new, larger courthouse. 
The committee presented a proposal des igned by H. H. Higgins that 
called for a two-storey brick building with 56 square feet and at a 
cost not to exceed $12 , 000. Stephen Brundidge received the contract 
and cons truction was scheduled to begin in April, 1861. The Civil l-Iar 
de layed G~e plans until 1869 . However , the old courthouse had been 
sold, moved to a new location and converted into the Burrow Hote l. 
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The county rented space in the Masonic Lodge for $450 annually until 
a new courthouse could be constructed. 

In August 1869, County Clerk, John Cole, advertised that sealed pro­
posals would be accepted by the county until September 6, 1869, for 
the construction of a new White County Courthouse in Searcy. The 
county authorized $25,000 for the courthouse and commissioned archi­
tect, M. H. Baldwin of Memphis, Tennessee, to design it. Wyatt San-
ford of Searcy received the contract with a low bid of $25,000. - , . 
Costs, however, far exceeded the original estimates. 

The new Courthouse, completed in 1871, was a very imposing structure. 
The first storey was constructed of cut stone, while brick was used 
on the second storey. The first storey contained the county offices 
and vault but W?.s designed to accornrn0date social functions as well. 
The courtroom was located in the second storey. A large clock-tm>~er 
rested atop the courthouse and a be ll, dated 1855, that r e s embled the 
Liberty Bell in Philade lphia \vas put in the t ower. The be ll has tra­
ditionally functioned through the y ear s to corrunemorate special events 
such as New Years, national vict ories, and the beginning of circuit 
court sessions. 

The new courthouse sufficed until 1912 with only minor alterations. 
In 1878, ·four gas lamps were positioned at each corne r of the square, 
and a new tin roof was installed. An iron picket fence replaced the 
original \vooden fence in 1888. 

In 1912, the courthouse received major remodeling. Frank Gibb, an 
architect from Little Rock, supervised the work. Gibb added pro­
truding wings on the north and south elevations. Cut s .ton:e. and 
brick, identical to the original materials, were employed by Gibb. 
He flattened the hipped roof and removed the gables from the north and 
south elevations. 

One of the most lliiusual cases tried in the courthouse involved a com­
munal group of Cobbites in 1877. The group were disciples of Re verend 
Cobb, or the "Walking Preacher," as he pre f e rred to be called. Cobb 
claime d that he re ceived divine inspiration from God, and he arose each 
day before sunrise to summon the s un to rise . As a r esult of "true 
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faith" in Cobb, the group possessed "sanctificatiort-no member of the 
group could sin and no bodily harm could come to any member. 

The group had settled just outside Searcy early in 1876, but no trouble 
was registered until the late fall of 1876. A severe drought in the :· 
county convinced the Cobbites of the sinfulness of the local residents. 
As the people traveled past the Cobbites' residence, they were physi­
cally dragged from their carriages or horses ·and forced into the house 
to ·pray with Reverend Dover for repentance. One night two intoxicated 
residents, Carter Humphries and Rufus Blake, decided to stop the 
Cobbi tes' in.terference. The two rode up to the house and a fight ensued 
between Humphries and Reverend Dover. Blake escaped back to Searcy. 
Reverend Dover, infuriated by Humphries, commanded that Humphries be 
beheaded for his sin. The group performed a ritual around the decapi­
tated head and then impaled it on the fence as a lesson for other "Imps 
of Satan." 

A mob organized in ·Searcy under the leadership of Humphries' brother. 
The armed mob advanced to the house of the Cobbi tes and fighting . : · 
erupted. Several Cobbites, including Reverend Dover and his son-in-law, 
were killed; On January 26, 1877, five surviving Cobbites were indicted 
for the murder of C.arter Humphries, but on July 28,· 1877, they were 
acquitted of the charge. The court ruled that Reverend Dover and his 
son-in-law were responsible for the death and both had already received 
their punishment. The Cobbite group left Searcy and relocated in Ran­
dolph County. None of the mob of local residents were ever arrested. 

In the summer of 1880, James B. Weaver of Iowa, the Greenback Labor 
Party candidate for President, spoke a.t the courthouse square. Heaver 
and his Vice-presidential candidate, B. J. Chambers of Texas, were de,..: · 
feated by James Garfield and Chester Arthur in the November elections. 

The Vlhite County Courthouse in Searcy possesses both architectural and 
historical significance. Although it has been remodeled, the altera­
tions of 1912 were compatibly done and do not detract form the archi­
tectural merits of the courthouse. The handsome courthouse, located 
on the courtsquare, has been an integral part of both county & city his­
tory. Local residents are extremely proud of the structure, and it 
has been well maintained by both county and city funds. Very im_9or.:.:. 
tantly, the vlhite County Courthouse is the oldest courthouse in Arkan~;as 
still functioning as the seat of county government. 
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OESCRieE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PttYSICAL II.PPEARANCE 

The w~te County Courth~use is a two-story masonry structure styled 
in what might loosely be termed Classical Revival. The later 
~ificatlons of both the plan and facade have diluted its pure style. 

The origindl structure , now the center of the present "H" Plan, was 
co~~:pleted in lB7l. . The east anJ w~st: facades of this original build­
ing are virtually unc~anged and are visible ~s the indented portion 
of the east and west elevations of the buildlr.g. 

In 191.2, two-st.ory additions ware constructed on both the north and 
south sides of the original courthouse . 'i'hese i'dditions arc very 
compatibly designed and the ~~terials and m~thods of censtruction are 
identical to that of the original buil.dlng. 

~ne g~omod floor of the courthouse was executed in smoo~~ed faced stone . 
laid in r egular ashlar bond while the re~inder, the second and 
parap2 t walls are of bricl< masonry in common bond . 

Tne east and wes t elevations are identical. They are doll'.inated by 
det:hle tierred entry porticos capped by triangular pedincnts. Th.e 

grou.'1d flocr eatry is defined by a stone ent:!:y arcade. The stor.e 
courses ~~cch t he btrildinqs ground floor stoneworh and each arcade 
entr1 is forned by five cenicircular arches. with stone voussoirs and 
keystone .. 

At t he second floor level four round fluted colunns and four square 
fluted pilasters ri se from a r ectangular ball~tal porch, to support 
the pediment. The col~ns and pilasters of both the original building 
and additions are capped by ·corinthiah c~pitals . ~he second l eve l 
porch ceiling is co:nprised of three s ernici rcular vaults springing between 
colurrn bays. 

The pedi~nt is decorated by a denticulated cornice and a clrcular 
ventilation. 

The entire structure is balanced by a wide frieze, also capped with a 
denticulated cornice, above which is 5 plainly capped parapet . 

The clay tiled roof is a slightly sloping hip with the exception of 
the pedimented porticos. The hipped effect is bowever div.inished by 
its very .slight slope and parapets . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The larqe~t n~r of architect~~ally aignj!l e 
in Arkansas are the courthoU9es acattered over 
fl~ countl~s. A structural !yr.bol of Jl.nur!.-;:.1.. 
county courthouses serves as the centar of lo-. 
Of~en the larqe~t and most costly bcilding in 
house is al~st al~ays a sour.ce of pride to th 
and make use of its facilities. 

t.1ute County was created by th41 Territoria l !.A-:> 
1835, from parts of Pulaski, Indp~nd2nce, and 
Arkansas' thirty-fifth county. ~ni ta Co~~~y c 
mlle~ at its creation, ~inq it th~ .second l ~ 
aas, County court r ecorda c:L>te fro;u ~lily 23, 1 

The David Crise fan~ near Wnite Sulphur Sprbq 
Grove Cemetery, t empora.rlly s e rve<:! ag the !i :-& ~ 
ment. The le9islature establis hed a fi~-~, 
ly locate the county at~at. Tr.e co=issio."l d is 
possible site, but it took no acti~~. By 1 935 
sixty-fl.ve citi;tcns petitir:-ned tho . Cener&l A3 
alon to locate tho courthousot. Th.a co=isaicr. 
near the presen~ loc.1tion . John Howerton _:>rot" 

property for tho co~thouse, hut ho) di.--1 wtor 
deed of c.onveyance. The guard:an •P~?Cinted t o 
widow and children refunod to &iCJl• the. ccnvey a 
had to he selected. 

In 1840, Crawford Walke .r, who ~~arried the da uy 
Magness, an early pioneer of White County, do~ 
to the coiTI!Iission . Lots were sold, .tnd the r-.. 
construct tlhite County's first per.n.ment courl 
aouthvc~t of t~~ present courthouse. ~~e fir• 
storey loq rtructure that contained a 4 f=t b~ 
10 foot benches. The courthOil.!le and f11rnls~in<. 

UJ8.50. 
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Rising from the center of the roof is a square planned clock/ 
observa tion t ower. Each of the towers and elevations are 
identica l ard consist of a stylized • enet ian windc~. clock f ace , 
and a band of small scale denticulated cornice rising to a peak 
above ·each windc~. The tower roof is a shape reminis cent of 
sail vauJ ted r oofs ancl is f ashioned of ~:~etal. 1\. flag pole 
extends from the roof's highest point . 

All fenestration ·in the ~tone ~ork of ~he ground floor is spanned 
by rrdtching stone lint2ls. The window and door openings in the · 
brick of the original courthouse structure are spanned ty decor­
ative slightly archt>d cut-stone lintels ,.;hcreas, the lintels of the 
addition are simple stone . All fenestration is &)~metrical about 
the center of each elevation . 

'· . Nctah.,e int erio r f eatures include handsome !Otairways to the second 
(c0uxtr ooml .level · and beautiful ceramic tile (1" hex.J.gon) floors. 

With t~e ~ xception of nu nor i nterior intrus ions : sue r. ~s lrrhered 
ceilings , i na ppr opri;te f inish na t e r i als a nd paint: the court­
house remains much th< s~~ as it did in 19 12 fol lrr~ ing i~s ad­
diti on . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICAN CE 

The larg~·~t n •mher of architectu.~ally signi!icant p\!blic buildings 
in Arkansas are the courthou.~es scatt~red over the State ' s se'lenty­
five counti-s!l . A str uctural syrbol of A::rcrican qovern::cnt , t he 
c ow1ty courthouses servt's as the c enter of l ocal poli1:ical activity . 
Often the larqest and ClOSt costly building in the co•.t.'1T:'J , t.'le court­
hous e is alnost al~~ys a sour.ce of pride.to the citizens who !inanced 
and ndke use of it::; f.:tcilities _ 

w11ite County was created by thP. Te rritorial Leqinl~ture on O~tcber 2J, 
lBJS , from p ."lrts of Pul<:.:;ki , I:1de'7~nCQncP , a:;d Ja:.:i':.'lon cot~t J.e...J .:1'3 

Ark;m:;as ' thirty-fifth county . ":"i ~ Cou.,•y cc:'ltainad 1,020 6·1\:..U:a 
rni l e ca at it!; creation , r .).kinq it ~~~ .second la.r::;:st co~ty in i!. r.~an­

sas . Coun~y-court r~cords d~tc fro~ ~1Y 23, 1326. 

The David Cr1::;c f~ ncar H<ite Sulphur S?ti:'lgs, now the site of 0~~ 
Gro·ro Cc.netcry, tc;~orarily S·~rverl .::.3 tt~e fi:-r::. s~:?i:..t of C~\4..""1ty ..::;ove~­

mcllt • . The l .; JJ.Slaturc c:lta!::Jll.sr.'!d a five -~= c=iG:Jion to .~ ~=. lllunt­

l y l ocate t:to county seat. ';r.e co=ission di:.cussed F~·<l nk!'ort as a 
possible sit~ , ~ut it took no ~ction . frr l8JS~ an irate grour of 
si.xty- five ci ti ;:<! :'IS pob tioned t :;e. Gencra.l A"scrcbly !-:n: a ne·.- c=.in­
s ion to locate the courthouse. Th e co!ttli:;:lion c:!eci~~~ c;x;n n sit 
near t ho pre sen:: .location . Jchn Hmoerton prcti~ to c cnato ti~ 

p rope rty for the c ou=thouse, but h~ died before he r.ad sigr.od t:1~ 
dded of conveyance . The guard:.an ep~intcd to care for n c· .. ettnn • s 
widow and children re~u~cd to si~1 tha convcy~~ce , anu anoth~r site 
had to b e selec t e d . 

In 1840, Crawford t:alker, "'ho v~rried. t)'lc dilu<Jhtcr of Colonel J~r.n 
Magness , an early pioneer of "nite county , donated t~n acres of land 
to the CO!mlis:sion . Lots were sold, and t he r :. ·."<!.n\!a ..,a'J used to 
cons truc t W:1ite County' s first pe~•nent courthouse, locat~d jU3t 
southwes t of t ho present courth~sc . The first courcho~e wan a or~­
storey log rtructure tl1at ccntail>ed a 4 fcot by 10 foot table and t'-'0 
.10 foot ber.chca. TOO coarthow;e and fuznishing3 cost tha county 
$138.50. 
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The United States Congress authorized two tillion acres of land 
between tl.e St. Frances and Arkansas Rive rs to be used as bounties 
for th~ veter~s of the War of 1812 . If a veteran was ~~~~Lisficd 
with the Froperty he die~ from lhe iot, he co~ld exchange ~e bounty 
for anothe r unoccupied section . In 1842, Allen HeVey disl iked his 
original 160-acre l ot near Con-wily and selected as hi!! bounty the 
Searcy +:ownsite. McVer soon !:old the property to William Pelham but 
Pelhdlll neglected to obtain a deed. I srael Moore purchased t he land 
three years lat er . 1-<nen HeVey died soon after t!1is, -an hair of his , 
~ohn Osborn, sold forty acres of the l a nd to David Maxwell and ~ameq 
Walke r. Subsequent l~suits resulted in t he United States S uprem~ 
Court dec1ding the ca se . The Supreme Co urt rul ed chat Israe l Moore 
held title to the l and. Moore honored all previous sal·~s o~ lots in 
the business dis t rict and conated the courtsq~re, as we ll as acreage 
for a city park and a church t_o t he ci r.y . 

Israe l !·loor e , a surveyor fro:n Philade l phia, s e ttled in Searcy a nd was 
corr.mi ssi o.1ed to design t he streets for the c i ty. Adherir.g t o t he 
specifica t ions :.lt t he Territorial Land Ordinance of 1 795, Hoore used 
rectangular s urveys with streets runring due nort..l)-s outh a.~d cast­
west, which divided the land i nto to·~ships of thirty-s ix square 
mil~s . Moore centered the courtsquare in L~e t own. He n~d the 
stree ts of Searcy to honor the n~jor Streets of Philade l phi a nea r 
Independence ha ll. _ However , he did not i nclude a "Chestnut Stree t" 
in his gritj; instead he used "Main Stree t." Moore number ed the streets 
r unning north-south, but these have sir.ce been changed to name s . ~loor~ 

a lso laid out the streets of Texarkana. 

By 1850 White County needed a large r courthous~. The s econd courthc.use 
was a two-storey fra~ structure with singl e -storey adj acent wings. 
The main building measured 30 f eet by 20 f eet, while the wings meas ured 
20 feet by 14 f eet. 1he new co~thouse cost. $1,000 and occupied the 
site of the present co~thouse. 

In November, 1859 , a committee to study tile need for a new courthouse 
repo~ted that White County indeed did need a new, large r courthouse. 
The committee presented a pr?pos al designed by H. H. Higgins that 
called for a two-s~rey brick building wibl 56 square feet and at a 
cost -not to exceed $12 , 000. S~~phen Brundid9e r e ce:vod the contrac t 
and construction was scheduled to Degin in Apri l, 1851. The Civil War 
delay~d the plans until 1869. Howeve r, the old courthouse had been 
sold, moved to a new location and converted inr~ the Burra~ Hotel . 
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rhe county rented space in the Y~sonic Lodge for $450 annual!y until 
~ new courthoUDe could be constructed·. 

In August 1869, County Clerk, John Cole, advertised that sealed pro­
posals would be accepted by ~~e county until Septerrher 6, 1069, fo~ 

the constructi~n o! a new h~ite County Courthouse in Se~rcy. The 
county authorized $25,000 for the courthouse and commissioned archi­
tect, M. n. Baldwin of M~mphis, Tennessee, to design it. ~yatt San­
ford of Searcy received the contract with a 1~~ bid of $25,000. 
Costs , however, far exceeded the origir~l estL~tes . 

The r.ew Courthouse, completed in 1871, was a very imposing structure. 
The first storey was constructe:! of cut stone, while brick was used 
on the second storey. The first storey contained the county offices 
and vault but was de:;igned to accc:r=d;lte social funct1.ons as w~ll. 
The courtroorr. was l<Xat~d in the second storey. A large clock-tower 
rested atop the co~thouse and a be ll, dated 1355, that ~ esernbled the 
Liberty Be ll in Philade l phia was put in the to~er. The bell has tra­
ditionally functio~ed t~o~gh the years to comr.emorata special events 
such as New Years, national victories, and the beginning of circuit 
court sessions. 

The new courthouse sufficed until 1912 with only minor alterations. 
·rn 1878, four gas larnps were positioned at ea~h corner of the square, 
and a new tin roof ~as instailed. An iron picket fence replaced the 
original wooden fence in 1888. 

In 1912, the courthouse received mhjor r~~eling. Frank Gibb, an 
architect from Little Ro~< , supervis ed the work . Gibb added pro· 
truding wings on the north and south elevations . Cut stone and 
brick, identical to the original materials , were e~ployed by Gibb. 
He f1attened the hipped roof and removed the gables from the north and 
south· elevations. 

One of th" 1110st \musual cases tried in the courthouse involved a com­
munal group of Co~~ites in 1877. The group were di9ciples of Re•erend 
'Cobb, or the "Wall<ing Preacher, • as he preferred to 'be ca1led. Cobb 
claimed that he r eceived divine inspiration fr~ God, and he arose each 
day before sunrise to eummon the sun to rise. Aa a result of "true , . 
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faith" in Cobb, th~ group possessed "sanctificatior.'-no s::ember or .the 
grou~ could sin and no bodily harm could come to any me~er. 

'):'he group had settled just outside Searcy early in 1876, but no trouble 
was registered tmnl ' th-e l-ate fal-l of 1876. -11. severe drought in the .- · 
county convinced the Cobbites of the sinfulness of the local r esidents . 
As the people traveled past the Cobbites' residenc~, they were physi­
cally dragged from their carriages or horses ~~d forced into the house 
to pray with Reverend Dover ror r e.pentance. One niCJht two intoxicated 
residents , Carter Humphries and Rufus Blake, decided to ~tcp ~~­
Cobbite s' i nterfe rence. The two rode up to the house and a fight ensued 
betwee n Hur~hries and Reverend Dover. Blake escaped back to ~earcy. 
Reve rend Dover, infuriated by Humphri es , cotmnauded that Hwnphries be 
beheade d for his sin. The grotzp perforcea a rilual around the decapi­
t ated head and t hen impaled it on the f~nce as a lesson for other "Imrs 
of Satan." 

A mob org~ni~ed £n Searcy under the leadership of Hurrphries ' brother. 
':'he armed l:'.ob acr:ra:tced to the house of the Cobbites and fighting 
erupt ed . Several Cobbites , including Reverend Dover and his sor.-in-law, 

·were kill ed . On January 26 , 1877, five surviving Cobbites were indicted 
for the ~urde r of Carter Hlli~~ ries, but on July 28, 1R77, they were 
acquitte d of the charge . The court ruled t hat ~verend Dover and his 
son-in-la~ were responsible for the de ath and both had already received 
their pun~s~~ent. The Cobbite group left Searcy ~,d relocated in Ran­
dolph County. None of the mob of local residents were ever arrested. · 

In the slli~er of 1880, Janes B. Weaver of Iowa, the G~enback Labor · 
Party candidate for PrQ~id~nt, spoke at the courthouse square. Weaver 
and his Vice-preai~ntial candidate, B. J. Chacbers of Texas, were de­
feate d by J~s Gar!ield and Chester Arthur in the November ~lections. 

The White Cou."'tty Courthouse in Searcy possesses both architectural and 
historical signibcance . Although it has b e en r e:node led, the altera­
tions of" 1.912 were compatibly done and do not detract form the arr.hi­
tectural merits of the courUlouse. The handsome courthouse, lncated 
on the courtsquare, has been an integral part of both county a city his­
tor:;. Local residents are extremely proud of the structure, and it 
has been we ll II'.aintained by both county and c i t.y funds. Very i~'UOI:"' 
tantly, the w:tite County Courthouse is the oldeat courthouse il' i>rltansas 
•till fu'!::tioninq as the seat of county g;:~vern~nt. 
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Runorous H.t.st-.ory of ._~ite County, by CJ.a\~ E. Johnson . (Searcy:l975). 
Sea rev, l'l..--k'inS<tll l>. ~·ron tier Town Grows up with l>.nerica , by Ray~nd L. Muncy. 

(Searcy: H.uding Press, 1976). · 
.Searcy Daily Citizen 9/13/39. 
L~i . e Cc~ty P~~i~~~~ · Vol. II, April, 19641 Vol . IV: Vol. IX October, 1971. 

AC,.U.GE OF I<OtoOIHATED M'.Ot't"TY leSS than 1 ac;>e. 
UTlolltff£HNCU 

A~~ I 6!114181 3, OJ 
ZONE EASTING 

i: :' 
!3, 9\ o, lJ 31 01 O! 
NORTHING 

sL.J I I 1 ~ 1 1 I I 1 I , I 1 1 I 
ZONE EASTIN NORTHING 

'. c w I I I ! I _LJ I. I I I ! LJ oL_j l l 1 l 1 1 I Ld 1 I 1 1 J 
VERBAL BOCNOAAY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL S rATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES 0'/E~LAPPING STATE OR CO..JNTY BOUNO.~ AlE S 

SlATE . CODE COUNTY COO£ 

STAlE Cl.:>E COU"TY COOE 

fORM PREPA .. ItED BY 
HAUE I Till£ 

Dan Chapel , Architect & Donna DuVall , Historian 
ORGA'- I!ATION DATE 

Ark.:L"1sas Historic Preservation Proara!n l:;/t4/76 
S TM£ET. NV MBER T£UPn0 ' C 

500 Continental Building, ~4in at flikOam ~S~·~)lk-~'~7~1=-~?~7~6~3~---------------
CJTY OR TOW~ S r A if: 

Litt:l e PDck, Ark1n~as.. 

;.:J STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATIO:\l OrFICER CERTIFICATION 
~HE EVALUATED SIGN IFICANCE OF THIS PaQPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL_ STATE__ LOCAL.x_ 

lu the deSlgl'.e.o.d Sta:e H<a0t1C PreUNiltJOn Offtc.r for t~.e Nn!ONII H.um..: Pr~at""' / .r;<. of 1966 IPu!llo<: uw 89-665f.i 
~•bor nomnate thrs property lt>r tndus10n 1t1 the NJIIOr:~ R11grster ...., ~er1 1fy th 

c:nterie Mid procedur~K At lt>rth bo( the Niltl()(lal Pan. ~n~~ce 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
White County Courthouse 

County, State 
White County, 
Arkansas 

Reference Number 
77000279 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: · 

L Nomination Form (includes photocopied SHPO and 

microfilm versions) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 



WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

UJ~i.\t coo,l\~1 
llilAtk ( ~ ·, 

\I EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

~<,f 

0 resubmission 
0 nomination by person or local government 
0 owner objection 
0 appeal 

Substantive Review: 0 sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

0 request 

Nomination returned for: ___ technical corrections cited below 
___ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

0 appeal 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

0 excellent 

Ogood 

Otair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

0 yes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

0 altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 alterations/integrity 
0 dates 
0 boundary selection 

Working No. --------------
Fed. Reg. Date: _____ _ 

Date Due: --------,...,-t..,'::::-;_.---­
Action: __ ACCEPT f{/~/77 

_RETURN 
_REJECT _______ _ 

Federal Agency: ____ _ 

0 NR decision 

Recom./Criteria ------------­
Reviewer----------------
Discipline ______________ _ 
Date ___________________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

Present Use 

Check one 

0 original site 

0 moved date----------



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

0 summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
0 justification of exception 
0 other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ______ _ 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

0Maps 
0 Photographs 
0 Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to------------------------------

Signed------------------ Date------------ Phone:------------

GPO 918•450 

Comments for any itsm may be continued on an attached sheet 






















