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Description

The historic core of the city, this district consists of a concentrated 
group of nineteenth and early twentieth cenVufu commercial, governmental 
and religious structures. Fewer than ten percent of the total number of 
buildings were built after 1920. It comprises the original center of 
Bowling Green (the original courthouse square, now a city park), the 
principal buildings of city, county and federal governments, and a key, 
three-block long strip of Main Street commercial structures that connects 
the site of the former Louisville and Nashville Railroad with Fountain 
Squ&re Park. The railroad depot was moved from the western end of this 
three-block commercial avenue in the 1920s, and the streetcar that 
operated after 1889 along Main Street from the depot to a principal 
hotel at Main and State Streets, has been removed, but the majority of 
the nineteenth century structures along this route remain. Fountain 
Square Park functions as the symbolic center of both this district and 
the city as a whole. Most of the structures in the district are 
constructed of either brick or stone; cast metal was used extensively 
for decoration and for storefronts; most of the commercial structures 
are two or three stories high; there is a dominant use of the Italianate 
style and its derivatives; for its size, there are surprisingly few 
vacant lots within the boundaries of the district.

Significance

VThe Downtown Commercial District is a well-preserved historic core 
of one of Kentucky's oldest cities. It maintains a strong link to the 
past through its essentially unaltered town plan as well as through its 
numerous good examples of nineteenth and early twentieth century archi 
tecture. In addition to architecture and community planning, the district 
has significance in the areas of commerce (it has been the commercial 
core of the city since its founding); government (a city hall, a county 
courthouse and a federal courts building-post office); religion (one of 
the city f s oldest churches); theater (an opera house and two cinemas); 
and landscape .architecture (a nineteenth century, landscaped urban park).

The justification for the boundaries of the Downtown Commercial 
District is that on all sides there are either empty lots or structures 
of less historical or architectural significance and later construction 
dates.

Number of buildings: 114
Number of contributing buildings: 113
Number of intrusions: 9 (see Item Number 7, page 4) -5> ? &UL,
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'.•'"• . • " ' .•

Historic Site Structure

<Bulldin~r>

27. District C^fV^ No ' JJS^ "
N'ms: "B.&. G^.^eS^ ' ; :

28. Sionlficance Evaluation : : ." ^J?»^ " .v ' :

kvji Sixrv^v , fir - ;
29. Statu/ _J V V:; v "; Date Vri>

National Landmark • " " - •' :

National Register " " . T '-' ~- :.'- -'•.:•"'<-

Landmark Certificate

Kentucky Survey

Local Landmark

HABS/HAER :^ ; : : v

30. Theme :': •. - : .; ?'•• ^'•^^-.-'•^•: ~ :.• ' •^•-.'•^ .--,

Primary CO Y\A, U»A\€? ^""C^ :i

Secondary iJ .w(;^\A^ • .

Other

31.»Endangered( V Yes ; 

fl[^VMjt>\ \Sv\C-CX @^6
32. HS^ •'•••^'•••••^HH

H l^Off'n.,,,ln

^fHOUCHENi

19. History

Roll No. 

'icture No. 

Direction

20- Significance 33. Tape No.

34. Prepared by:

35. Organization

36. Date 35

Negative No.

- TC v\

21. Source of Information 37. Revision Dates 38. Staff Review
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Original Owner

•".'•" Presant Name

3. Owner's Name

4. Cwnar's Address

22. ADD/Countv

23. Zoning Classification 

Magisterial District

LTD

24. U.S.G. S. Quadrant (15V75*)

25
\oQtOl\v\c\ wfgguv O_)U^v\
5 UTM Rejtetince _*J l-VKlU, ib^^vCCT O

_ I_LLJ_I I I i" I
Zone_________Easting________Northing

S. Location

6. Open to Public 

Yes ^

7. Visible from road 

No

3. Local Contact/Organization

JO. Sita Plan with North Arrow

8. Ownership

Private

Local

State

Federal

B3

26. Prehistoric Site

Historic Site 

/ouildingN

27. District 

Name:

No

28. Significance Evaluation

I\CA
valueti

11. Architect

12. Builder

13. Date

14. Style m
15. Original Use

16. Present Use

17. Condition

Interior

Exterior

18. Description - <>

u

19 ' Hittorv OL5

29. Status 

National Landmark 

National Register 

Landmark Certificate 

Kentucky Survey 

Local Landmark • 

HABS/HAER

3O. Theme 

Primary 

Secondary 

Other

31. Endangered Yes

Roll No.

icture No. 

Direction

70 Signilic.nce O.
33. Tape No. Negative No.

34. Prepared by:

35. Organization

36. Date

Source of Information 37. Revision Dates 38. Staff Review
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24. U.S.G. S. Quadrant (15V75')

sVa.Ve SV.
26. Prehistoric Site 

Historic Site
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27. District
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28. Significance Evaluation
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29. Status 

National Landmark 

National Register 

Landmark Certificate 

Kentucky Survey 

Local Landmark 

HABS/HAER

15. Original Use

31. Endangered

*»

^^ -

20. Significance
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