
MAR 0 8 1989

REGISTER

NFS Form 10-900 0MB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 8/86)
Utah Word Processor Format (02731)
(Approved 10/87)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for 
individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines for Completing 
National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by 
marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the requested information. If an 
item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions, styles, materials, and areas of significance, enter 
only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional 
space use continuation sheets (Form 10-900a). Type all entries. Use letter 
quality printer in 12 pitch, using an 85 space line and a 10 space left margin. 
Use only 25% or greater cotton content bond paper.

1. Name of Property Granite Hydroelectric Power Plant Historic District 

historic name_______________________________________________ 

other names/site number Granite. Granite Station, Utah Power Company

2. Location

street & number State Highway 152

city, town Salt Lake City

state Utah code UT county Salt Lake

n/a not for publication 

x vicinity______________

code 036 zip code 84100_____

3. Classification

Ownership of Property

x private 

__ public-local 

__ public-State 

__ public-Federal

Category of Property 

__ building(s)

x district 

__ site 

__ structure 

__ object

Name of related multiple property listing: 

Electric Power Plants of Utah

No. of Resources within Property

contributing noncontributing

6 ___ buildings

___ ___ sites

1 ___ structures

___ ___ objects

_7_ ___ Total

No. of contributing resources 
previously listed in the 
National Register 0________



4. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 
as amended, I hereby certify that this x nomination __request for determination 
of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property x meets 
__does not meet the National Register criteria. __See continuation sheet.

I  
Signature of certifying official Date
UTAH STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY____________________________

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets __does not meet the National Register 
criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register. 
__ See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the National 
Register. __ See continuation sheet

determined not eligible for the 
National Register.

removed from the National Register, 

other, (explain:) ________________

Signature of the Keeper Date

6. Functions or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

Industry/Process ins/Extraction:_____ Industry/Processing/Extraction;_____
energy facility_______________ energy facility_______________



7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials 
(enter categories from instructions) (enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete
Renaissance (powerhouse & transformer walls brick, wood 
house)__________________________ ______________
Late Victorian (residence)_______ roof asphalt

other n/a

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

(see continuation sheet)

x See continuation sheet
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Constructed in 1S9&-97. the Granite Hydroelectric Power Plant is 
located approximately six miles southeast of Salt Lake City, Utah. 
The plant consists of a powerhouse, transformer house, small dam, 
wood conduit, steel penstock, and operators' camp within which are 
three residences and two ancillary structures. Of the ten 
structures, seven are contributing and three are non-contributing. 
The three non-contributing structures have been excluded from the 
historic district boundaries. Since its construction the plant 
has sustained some minor alterations, such as the removal of 
several residences. However, these changes do not compromise the 
plant's overall integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. The Granite plant contines 
to represent a late nineteenth-century, high-head hydroelectric 
power station.

General Setting

T'~'-e power 
Canyon on 
Salt Lake 
canyon, p 
under the 
Treatment 
adj acent 
tail race 
treatment 
Plant is 
below the 
connects 
dam.

plant site is located at the mouth of Big Cottonwood 
state highway 152, approximately six miles southeast of 
City, Utah. Big Cottonwocd Creek flows west out of the

aralleling the highway and at the plant site crosses 
road and into the Salt Lake City Big Cottonwood 
Plant, erected in 1959. This facility lies directly

and south of the powerhouse. water from the powerhouse':
leaves the west siae of the plant and enters the water 
facility. The dam which diverts water for the Granite

about 1.5 miles east of the powerhouse and lies just 
Stairs Station powerhouse. A largely wooden conduit

the steel penstock above the Granite powerhouse with the

The powerhouse site and its adjacent operators' camp consist of 
five buildings and two ancillary structures. At the west end are 
the three original brick structures the powerhouse, transformer 
building and brick operator's residence. Later, in the mid to 
late 1920s, two more operators' cottages were added to the east 
side of the site on somewhat higher ground. A fairly steep and 
somewhat barren hillside rises to the north behind the camp. The 
creek and a landscaped parking strip separate the power plant 
buildings from the highway.
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1. Powerhouse

Erected in 1896-97, the powerhouse exhibits elements of the Second 
Renaissance Revival architectural style, very similar to Stairs 
Station. Rectangular-shaped and constructed of a local, sandy- 
colored brick, the building has a concrete foundation and a 
slightly gabled tar roof. A brick corbelled parapet wall with a 
concrete cap extends above the roof line. Each facade is divided 
into bays by pilasters which have a star-shaped tie rod anchor 
near the top. Within each bay is a 4/4 double hung window with a 
semi-circular arched 1-light transom, now painted over, and semi­ 
circular arched corbelled lintel. The windows have sandstone 
sills. Lower windows are screened. Above the windows is a belt 
course with a decorative brick dentil band.

Within the central bay on the southeast side of the power plant is 
a large entrance. This opening contains a pair of wooden double 
folding doors under a metal I-beam lintel which supports a carved 
sandstone name plate in the round arched transom. The sign reads 
"Utah Power Company/Erected 1696." Decorative corbelling 
surrounds the arch. A small cyclone fenced substation lies 
outside the building on the southeast side. The southwest facade 
also contains an entrance in the central bay. Although somewhat 
smalle r than the southeastern entrance with only a pair of wooden 
doors, this opening also has a corbelled semi-c.i rcul ar arched 
lintel and transom. Within the transom is a 3-light window with 
curved mull ions. Both entrances are protected by metal screen 
 -jates. Next to the southwest entrance is a window which has a
metal filler in the lower half and a stovepipe extending from the
transom.

A new concrete cap and new brick has been added to repair the 
parapet within the last ten years. Although the new brick in the 
corbelling is noticable, the brick pattern replicates the original 
and does not damage the building's architectural integrity.

Running the length of the northwest facade of the powerhouse is a 
concrete covered, arched brick cover for the receiver pipe to the 
penstock. Below this structure, waste water exits the powerhouse 
into the concrete-1ined tail race and flows westerly into the city 
water treatment plant. At the north end of this facade is a
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screened door below a 2-light window with an arched transom. Like 
the southwest facade, the northeast facade has three bays, each 
with a window. However, the second window has been covered and a 
concrete block addition with an asphalt shingled shed roof and 2- 
light hopper window attached. Apparently, this structure was 
constructed to add indoor plumbing for the powerhouse.

The interior of the powerhouse consists of a single, spacious 
area. This has apparently undergone little alteration, although 
the generating equipment has been changed. Electricity at Granite 
is generated by Pel ton wheels located on either side of a 12,470 
volt Westinghouse a.c. generator. They operate on a head of 
approximately 430 ft. Originally, Granite Plant contained two
turbine-generator units 
the current single unit

These were replaced in recent years witl

Other equipment inside 
a modern switchboard,

the powerhouse includes storage
-p,

batteries,
small sound-proof room for the convenience 

of the operators, a small diese "I-powered back-up generator for 
the adjacent. Big Cottonwood Water Treatment Plant, and an overhead, 
travelling crane (bearing the inscription "Built by Silver 
Brothers/1896/Salt Lake City") with a capacity of approximately 10 
tons. One of the most interesting features of the Granite Plant 
is located against the north wall of the powerhouse, 
of tools a lathe and dr 
linesnaft. Power to the

s i st
11 press - - H ,dr i ven by belts from a 
lineshaft was supplied by a belt attached

tiny, approximately in
still in place but is no longe

diameter Pel ton wheel which is 
used. The Pelton wheel is located

on a small concrete pad below the lineshafts. Another feature of 
the powerhouse that is worthy of note is the ceiling. Steel 
beams, laid cross-wise on top of the walls, ascend in a shallow 
pitch from either end of the powerhouse to a peak in the middle. 
The spaces between the beams is filled with arched brick vaults. 
Steel tie rods connect the steel beams.

Granite powerhouse has undergone some alterations since its 
original construction. Most importantly, the original turbine- 
generator units have been replaced and the corbelled parapet, on
top of the building has been reconstru? As well, the adjacent
Salt Lake City Big Cottonwood Treatment Plant has compromise! 
somewhat the integrity of the powerhouse's setting. However .he
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powerhouse Is still a recognizable, functioning high-head plant 
and the corbelling sensitively replicates the original pattern. 
Essentially, the building looks virtually the same as it did in 
the late 1890s. Thus the Granite Powerhouse retains integrity of 
design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanship, location, and 
association. It contributes to the historic district.

2. Transformer House

Another of the brick buildings at Granite Power Plant which dates 
from 1896-97 is the original transformer house, now used for 
storage. Located on the hillside above and northeast of the 
powerhouse, this is a rectangular-shaped, one-and-a-half story 
structure of the same local, sandy-colored brick as the 
powerhouse. Also similar to the powerhouse, the transformer house 
exhibits elements of the Second Renaissance Revival architectural 
style, but with less ornateness. Along the parapet wall which 
extends above three sides of the flat roof line is a course of 
corbelled brick. On the northeast side, where no parapet extends, 
raster ends are exposed. The 2/2 double hung windows have 
concrete sills, semi-circular arched lintels and transoms but 
unlike the powerhouse windows, do not have brick corbelling. The 
entrance on the southeast facade contains a pair of wooden doors 
below a round arched. 3-light transom. Although the transom 
window has been boarded, the curved mull ions remain visible. In 
the northwest side is another single wooden door with a wood- 
filled arched transom. Above the door is a delapidated wooden 
housing. Both the southwest and northeast facades contain 
segmental arched openings with a wooden sill for insulators. 
Virtually unaltered since its construction, the transformer house 
retains its integrity of location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. It is a contributing 
structure in the Granite Hydroelectric Power Plant Historic 
District.

3-4. Ancillary Buildings

On the northwest side of the powerhouse, near the tail race are two 
sheds. Closest to the powerhouse is the oil house (no. 3) a 
small, square structure of poured concrete with a slightly slopped 
concrete roof, no windows and a new heavy metal door. The other
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building was originally the coal shed (no. 4) but it now used for 
storage. It is a wood planked structure with a shed roof above 
exposed rafter ends, two entrances and an open window. Although 
the coal shed is in somewhat bad repair, both structures have 
undergone very little alteration and thus retain their integrity 
of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
association. They both contribute to the historic district.

5-7 Operators' Camp

The original operator's residence (no. 5) is situated just 
the powerhouse. Constructed of the same type of brick as

ofeast 
he

powerhouse and transformer building, this cottage is square-shaped 
with an asphalt shingled hip roof and rests on a brick and 
concrete foundation. Under the eaves is a wide frieze wrapping 
around the building. Two interior brick corbelled chimneys extend 
beyond the roof line. In the front, or southwest, facade are 
pairs of 1/1 double hung windows, divided by a decorative wood 
element. Above the paired windows is a segmental arched wood 
transom and brick corbelled lintel. The corbelling extends 
partway down the sides of the windows. Other windows are single 
2/2 double hung sashes with the same arch and corbelling as in the 
southwest facade. The front entrance on the southwest facade has 
concrete steps and a simple perch consisting of pairs of square 
porch posts, trellis work, and a slightly arched roof.

extend under the porch roof and rest upon aCantilevered rafters 
beam that intersects 
added sometime after 
opening for the wood 
to the window lintels

with trie porch posts. The front porch was 
the date of construction. Surrounding the 
door is a brick corbelled lintel, identicaly 

In the rear of the building, which abutts
the hillside, are several additions. A wood dormer with a gabled 
roof but no window extends above a wooden lean-to addition of drop 
siding. A cinder block extension has also been added in the rear, 
apparently for a fruit room. Behind these additions is an old 
coal shed constructed of wood planing with a shed roof of rolled 
asphalt. Much of the northeast and northwest facades are obscured 
by foliage. The residence is no longer occupied, having sustained 
damage during a flood and landslide in 1982. Currently, the 
county search and rescue team uses the structure for storage of 
equi pment.
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Although this residence sustained some interior damage in the 1982 
flood and has a small addition in the rear, it retains its 
integrity of location, setting, design, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association. The house is a contributing element in 
the historic district.

Sometime in the mid to late 1920s, two other residences were added 
to the Granite power plant site. These structures and their 
outbuildings sit to the east and higher than the three original 
brick buildings. Because of this and their wood frame 
construction, the newer buildings can 
the older structures. Presently, the 
of the brick operator's house is used 
rectangular-shaped, one-story cottage
roof and a concrete foundation. Originally sided with drop 
siding, the structure now has asbestos shingles. A centrally 
situated corbelled brick chimney with a metal hood extends above 
the roof line. Windows are 1/1 double hung with 3-light hopper

be easily distinguished from 
residence (no. 6) just east 
as an office. It is a 
with an asphalt-shingled hip

wi ndows 
overhand

n the basement. Bungaloid elements 
ng eaves with exposed rafter ends ai

include broa; 
id mul t i paned w i ndovv

i n a 
the i

series of three 8-light casements with 2-light transoms en
.outhwest and southeast

southwest side has concrete 
post and a wooden door with 
on the northeast side has a 
concrete driveway. In the 
containing two sets 
is a wood coal shed

facades. The front entrance on the 
steps, a shed roof with square porch 
a 12-light window. The rear entrance 
4-"light wooden door and opens onto a 

north corner is a glassed porch 
of paired 4-light windows. Behind the house 
with a shed roof, now used for storage.

Remnants of the marble control panel from the powerhouse are lying 
behind the coal shed. Compromised only by the addition of 
asbestos siding, this cottage retains its integrity of location, 
setting, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 
It contributes to the historic district.

To the east of the office is the current operator's home (no. 7). 
Apparently extensively remodeled, the house now has an irregular 
plan with intersecting asphalt-shingled gables and rests on a 
concrete foundation. The original drop siding has been covered 
with asbestos shingles. A corbelled brick chimney is centrally 
located in the structure. Windows are 1/1 double hung sash and 
.fixed 1-"lights. A door faces the northeast in the rear porch area
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and the main entrance facing west has a 1-light door. Windows on 
the southeast facade have been replaced with 1/1 double hung 
aluminum windows. To the east of this residence Is a new wood- 
frame, gable roofed structure constructed and owned by the current 
caretaker. (This building has not been counted among the camp's 
structures.) Because considerable remodeling has obscured the 
original style, shape and mass of this operator's cottage, It has 
lost Its historic Integrity and does not contribute to the 
historic district. Thus, It has been exluded from the historic 
di strict.

An historic garage originally stood between the office and the 
current operator's home. During the flood and landslide In 1982, 
this building was badly damaged and subsequently demolished.
Constructed 
new two car 
windows has

with a gable roof and board-and-batten siding, a 
garage with a concrete driveway and 2-light slider 
replaced the demolished structure.

The addition of the new garage and renovation to the current 
operator's house are the only major chances to the Granite camp 
since the m1d-1920s. In 1925, three structures located in the 
area of the present-day highway, whose functions are unknown, were 
demolished when. Highway 152 was constructed.

8. Dam

The dam for the Gran'ire plant is located just below the tail race o - 
Stairs Station. Water leaving Stairs' turbines flows directly 
into the intake of the dam for Granite. The Granite darn is 
basically a reinforced concrete structure. It has a concrete 
base, sloped on its downstream side. Resting on top of the base 
are two concrete piers, one on the south end of the dam and the 
other at the middle. The north end of the dam consists of a box- 
like, reinforced concrete intake structure. Between the piers and 
between the center piers and the intake are wood flashboards set 
in inclined steel I-beams. Across the top of the dam is a walkway 
consisting of steel grate. The walkway is flanked by a railing, 
about one-half of which is made of wood and the other half of 
steel pipe. The intake structure is topped by a small gatehouse 
covered with either corrugated metal or fiberglass.
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The dam at the Granite plant exhibits good integrity. Accounting 
records, however, indicate that the dam was built in 1945 to 
replace the original structure. Because of this relatively recent 
construction date, the dam does not contribute to a historic 
district. Therefore, is has been left outside of the Granite 
Hydroelectric Plant Historic District boundaries.

9. Conduit

The conduit for Granite Plant begins at the dam, just below the 
Stairs Station tail race. After leaving the intake, the conduit 
runs west, down Big Cottonwood Canyon toward Granite Station. 
About the first 400 ft. of the conduit consists of reinforced 
concrete, rectangular in section. Nearly all of this portion of 
the conduit lies underground and part of it lies underneath 
Highway 152. The conduit emerges from underneath the ground on 
the north side of Highway 152. At that point the conduit turns 
"into a wood flume, rectangular in section, with boards laid across 
the top to allow workers to walk along it and check for breaks and 
other damage requiring maintenance. The wood flume is relatively 
level and is located on the north side of Big Cottonwood Canyon. 
The total length of the flume is about 1.5 miles. Over its 
length, the flume crosses nine trestles and passes through one 
tunnel. At the middle of the flume is a small wood-frame storage 
shed, called "the half-way shack." The flume ends at a concrete 
hsadworks at the top of the Granite Plant penstock. The 
headwcrks, which is covered by a small wood-frame shed, houses 
trashracks and a valve. Approximately the last 3,900 ft. cf the 
flume consists of "half-round." The half-round portion of the 
flume is not rectangular in section; instead it looks like the 
lower half of a wood-stave pipe.

The Granite conduit 
dam, the conduit is 
round portion dates 
flume may have been

retains good integrity. However, like the
o relatively recent construction. The half- 
from the 1940s. Parts of the rest cf the 
built before 1940, but substantial portions of

it have been replaced since that time. The Granite conduit, 
because it is situated on a canyon wall that is steep and rocky, 
is often subject to damage by falling rocks (as well as vandalism 
by youths from nearby Salt Lake City). The conduit needs frequent 
maintenance. Operators at Granite devote a substantial amount of
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time replacing boards and rebuilding sections as needed. 
Reconstruction and maintenance carried out after 1940 have 
substantially compromised the historic character of the original 
conduit. Because of alterations it now no longer retains 
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. The conduit does not contribute to the historic 
district and therefore is not included within the district 
boundari es.

10. Penstock

The Granite Plant penstock begins at the end of the conduit, on 
the north edge of Big Cottonwood Canyon, high above the Granite 
Powerhouse. Made of rivetted steel pipe, the penstock is 1 ,.250 
ft. in length. The difference in elevation between the top of the 
penstock and the powerhouse is approximately 450 ft. Some 
portions of the penstock lie underground, but much of the 
structure is visible, making it a distinctive component in the 
Granite hydroelectric power plant complex.

The penstock retains integrity of design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, location, and association. It contributes 
to the historic district.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to 
other properties: nationally x statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria x A B x C D
i 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B C D

Areas of Significance 
(enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance 

Industry 1896 - c. 1928
Engineering

E F G

Significant Dates 
1896, 1915, 1921,
c. 1928

Cultural Affiliation
n/a

Significant Person 
n/a

Architect/Builder 
unknown/unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and 
areas and periods of significance noted above.

(see continuation sheet)

x See continuation sheet
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The Granite Station is eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places under Criterion A and C. Containing a penstock, 
powerhouse, and operators' camp, this 1896-7 hydroelectric plant is 
significant within a local context because it embodies the 
distinct characteristics of a late-nineteenth century 
hydroelectric development. Situated in the Big Ccttonwood Canyon 
of the Wasatch Range, Granite Station's engineering features were 
ideally suited to its mountainous setting. Power companies built 
numerous high-head plants in Utah during the late ninetieth and 
early twentieth centuries. They were the most efficient type of 
hydroelectric technology for generating power on Utah's relatively 
small mountain streams. The plant is also significant because it 
represents the early expansion of the hydroelectric power industry 
in Utah during the late 1890s, as companies scrambled to meet the 
demand for electricity from large urban markets, which needed 
power for streetcars, lighting, and other operations. With new 
hydroelectric technology, entrepreneurs utilized the nearby 
Wasatch Mountains with their steep, narrow canyons and streams to 
produce electricity. With additional power, streetcar systems 
extended their lines further from the Salt Lake City center, 
allowing for expansion of the urban environment. Although 
somewhat altered, the Granite Station still clearly represents the 
early expansion of .the hydroelectric power industry in Utah.

Founded in 1847 by Mormon pioneers, Salt Lake City was the major 
center for settlement along the Wasatch Front. Established first 
as an agricultural community, the city became the seat of state 
government and eventually evolved into Utah's industrial center. 
As the young city of Salt Lake grew in size and population, the 
need for a street railway became apparent to city leaders. First
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Degun in 1S72, mule-drawn cars serviced the centra"! part of the 
city. By 1 S89 , however, the Salt Lake City Railroad Company 
extended and electrified the system with power generated in a 
steam plant. Encouraged by the success of the Salt Lake City 
Railroad and lax franchise laws, several rival streetcar companies 
arose in 1890, the most serious competitor being the Rapid Transit 
Company which also utilized steam generation. A period of intense 
competition ensued as the two companies fought to capture control 
of the increasing demand for citywide transportation.

By 1896, the Salt Lake City Railroad Company employed 175 men to 
operate 43 miles of streetcar line. Expansion motivated company 
executives, such as President A.W. McCune, to search for a cheaper 
and less polluting source of power. By this time, improved 
technology using alternating current allowed for the transmission 
of electricity over long distances, thus enhancing the benefits of 
converting from steam to water power. McCune and company director 
Francis Armstrong (a former Salt Lake City mayor) began scouting 
for feasible water-power sites in 1895 "in order to utilize 
hydroel ectr i c gene r at i on .

Locating a site near the mouth of Big Cottonwood Canyon ir 1895, 
Salt Lake City Railroad Company directors organized the Utah Power 
Company to construct a hydroelectric plant. McCune, Armstrong. 
SLCRC Vice President R.C. Chambers, John E. Docley, R. Macintosh 
and O.P. Arnold formed the new company's board of directors.
Situated approximately thirteen miles east of Salt Lake City,
company's powerhouse site lay in the vicinity of the defunct
Granite Paper Mill, which had burned in 1892, Eventually, the
name "Granite" came to refer to the UPC's Big Cottonwood plant.

he

,er appropriating water in the Big Cottonwood Canyon, the Utah 
Power Company began construction of the plant and transmission 
lines to the streetcar substation in 1S96. A dispute with Frank 
H. Gillespie, who claimed prior rights in Big Cottonwood and 
attempted to build a flume over UPC's cam. distracted workers for 
a brief time in 1896. However, UPC was able to nullify his 
efforts. UPC employees constructed a 8,342-foot wood flume from 
the dam and intake located just west of the Big Cottonwood Power 
Company's Stairs Station tail race to a brick and concrete 
Dowerhouse at the mouth of the canvon. From the flume to the
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powerhouse, a 46-inch riveted steel penstock dropped 4-40 feet to 
produce 190 pounds per square Inch of water pressure in the 
powerhouse. Within this structure, two Pel ton water wheels and 
two Westinghouse generators operated. Behind the powerhouse 
another brick building, transformers boosted the 400 volt 
alternating current pressure to 12,000 volts. Transmission 
on steel poles carried the electricity to 
was converted to 550 volts direct current 
streetcars.

i n

1 i n e s
Salt Lake City where it 
for the electric

Because of the plant's need for. constant attention and its 
relative remoteness from Salt Lake City, the company erected 
housing for its employees near the powerhouse, generally called 
the operators' camp. A brick cottage was built in 1896 and 
apparently two other dwellings in 1898. Several other sheds an;
outbuildings also dotted the site. By 
included five residential structures.

1928, the operators' camp

On February 25, 1897, the Utah Power Company generators began 
producing electricity for Salt Lake City Railroad streetcars. The 
Granite plant disappointed its owners, however. For the next two 
years electrical service from the plant was Irregular, forcing the 
railway company to overhaul its steam plant and put it back into 
operation. Big Cottonwood Creek proved vulnerable to slides and 
freezing which, curtailed the water flow and thus disrupted street 
car transportation from a few hours to several days. At these 
times, the steam plant took over power generation, doubling the 
cost of the electricity.

Despite its initial difficulties, the Granite Station appears to 
have produced more electricity than the streetcars required. In, 
1838, the Utah Power Company contracted with the Pennsylvania 
Smelting Company to supply 400 horsepower at $50 per horsepower a 
year. Transmission lines from Granite were strung to the smelter 
in Sandy, southwest of Salt Lake City. The Union Light and Power 
Company acquired this contract in 1899.

In 1901, after growing public discontent over the destructive 
competition between the rival streetcar systems, McCune bought 
controlling shares in Salt Lake's streetcar companies, including 
the Utah Power Company, and organized the Consolidated Railway and
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Power Company. Another merger occurred in 1904 when Consolidated 
joined with Utah Light and Power Company to form the Utah Light 
and Railway Company. The Granite plant was part of this 
corporation until 1914 when Utah Light and Railway consolidated 
with the Salt Lake Light and Traction Company to form the Utah 
Light and Traction Company. In 1915, this parent firm leased the 
Granite generating station to the Utah Power and Light Company. 
The Utah Power Company retained its corporate idenity on paper 
until 1935 when it deeded Granite to the Utah Light and Traction 
Company, a predecessor firm to Utah Power and Light the Granite 
Ste^t ion's present owner.

After 1915, in an effort to promote greater efficiency from its 
power plants, Utah Power and Light made improvements to its 
facilities. At Granite, the company apparently added at least two 
and probably five more operators' cottages. Only two of these 
house remain as three were removed with the construction of 
Highway 152 in the mid-1920s. It is likely that these three 
residences were similar in form and style to the existing

.me dwel 1 ings. ".her changes to the operators' camp
the 1980s, as a flood damaged several of 
oarage. The garage has since been repla

the 
ed.

house a
occurred in 
d e s t r o v e d a

Because of the post-1927 construction that occurred at Granite, 
the period of significance for the district has been extended one 
year beyond the period of significance outlined in the multiple 
'.:."CDerty nomination form. Construction that occurred at Granite 
~,ftsr the 1890s did not alter the overall character of the plant, 
but such construction was important because it reflected UP&L's

icerr, for creating and operating an efficient network 
iroelectric plants.

of
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V'e r ba 1 Bou n d a r y be s c r i p 11 on :

The Granite Hydroelectric Plant Historic District is located in 
the NE quarter of section 25, T2S, R1E, USGS Quad Draper, Utah. 
The historic district boundary begins 10 ft. SW from the SE corner 
of the powerhouse then proceeds NW 90 ft. to the tail race. It 
then proceeds NE 76 ft. to a point behind the coal shed. From 
there, the boundary proceeds E 67 ft., roughly paralleling the 
bottom of the hill, to within 10 ft. of the penstock. The

the penstock NE for 1,250 ft. to the top of 
across the top of the penstock, turns 90 
SW within 10 ft. of the penstock for 1107

: this point (155 ft. NE of the powerhouse), the boundary 
90 degree angle and travels SE 152 ft., then turns 90

boundary the parallels 
the hill where it cuts 
degrees, and parallels 
ft. . A 
makes a
degrees SW 
contour1ng 
to the Pol;

for 110 ft., then travels W for 171 ft., roughly 
the edge of the paved driveway and bottom of the hill 
it of Beginning near the SW corner of the powerhouse.

Boundary Justl f i catl on :

The boundary 
encompasses

for the Granite Hydroelectric Plant Historic District 
hose historic, Intact structures associated with the 

operation of the facility. The boundary generally encompasses the 
ground cleared and maintained for the purposes of operating the 
plant, including the penstock. The boundary excludes modern 
buildings or buildings and structures which have lost their 
historic integrity. The boundary also excludes the Big Cottonwood 
Water Treatment Plant.

Document #0180o
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Granite Photograph Log:

Granite Hydroelectric Plant Historic District 
near Salt Lake City, Utah 
Mark T. Fiege, photographer- 
July 1988 
original negatives at Utan SHPO

Photo fc:

1. Granite powerhouse (no. 1), view to north.

2. Granite powerhouse (no. i ) entrance;, view to north.

3. Penstoek (no. 10 ) , view uphi11, to northeast.

4. Penstock (no- 10), foreground, looking southwest (downhill) toward 
G rani te power house s i te.

5. Operator's residence (no. 5). view to north,

6. Operator's residence (no. 6), view to east.


