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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

J.W. CROUSE HOUSE (OLTR #6)
ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The front elevation of the Crouse House featured a portico entered through a wide
pointed arch with sides that bowed inward at the base and ornamented by a
polychromed spindled screen and two sets of casement windows decorated by pointed
arches composed of alternating plain and striated voussoir under the pediment of a
tiled roof. The spindled screen and arch motifs were repeated on the street side of
the house divided by a pier. The west wall of the front facade curved outward at
the base to form a plinth for a vase, behind which was a bell tower with a truncated
opening. The curved wall was repeated on the Ahmad Street side of the house at the
back entrance which consisted of double wooden garage doors beneath a wooden lintel
and a stuccoed dome. Round vents were placed at the ceiling line above the casement
windows on the front and street sides of the house.

PRESENT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Numerous changes to the original design appear in modern photographs of the
residence. Although the pediment remains on the front of the house, the pitched
roof no longer survives. Gone also are the dome above the back entrance and the
bell tower, although one of the residents has added a cast concrete minaret to the
outer corner of the porch at the front of the house. The large arches of the porch
show remains of the spindles, particularly the wooden braces across the tip of the
arches. Replaced by modern windows, the casement windows no longer appear with
their arched motifs in the front of the residence. The back door has been in-filled
with a window. Corner akroteria motifs placed originally at the front and sides of
the building have survived intact, but the vents and spouts at the ceiling line have
disappeared, perhaps the result of later re-stuccoing.
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Designed in August 1926 by Bernhardt E. Muller for J.W. and Jennie Crouse, 1156 Peri
Street is a hybrid blend of a typical bungalow clothed in a Moorish Revival motif

with massing and some detailing typical of the Mediterranean style.

It is also a

unique variation of Muller's design for small houses in Opa-locka since its garage
was built in the rear of the house and accessed from the side street, rather than
from the front. The house is noteworthy as one of only three residences with a
minaret still intact. The cast concrete minaret is not of the original design but

was added at a later date.

J.W. and Jennie Crouse owned the property from August 1926 to December 1929.
Unfortunately, no historical information is available on the Crouse family.
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