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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Aaron Scotney house has served numerous families since its completion 
in 1908. (It was started in 1903.) Scotney personally constructed the house which 
reflects a Victorian design with its asymetrical floor plan, irregular hip roof 
and a two story south side bay window. However, the symmetry of the front facade 
and emphasis on the entrance recalls a simpler, more classic mode of architectural 
design. A rear addition, a wooden gable dormer and a walled in door are the only 
major exterior changes and these occurred in the 1950's.

This two story utilizes a rock faced ashlar sandstone as its facing foundation 
and various devices. Some of these stone architectural characteristics include 
lugsills, a string course and the top row of masonry which is extended outward. 
A dressed ashlar sandstone also appears around the bay window, above the main door 
in the form of a flat surround with voussoirs and above the second story's front 
facade, windows. Scotney used this worked stone as sort of a trademark.

Four uskable exterior doors appear including one that leads to a rear balcony. 
Before reaching the front door there is a wrought iron gate attached to two stone 
posts; a similar fence stretches across the front yard. The main entry has three 
quarter sidelights, and a transom, and leads to a small foyer. Two side doors are 
on the south (left) facade; both have transom^s and the one closest to the front has 
a vertical elliptical window.

Most of the house's fenestrations are flat topped, double hung and have two 
sashes. Only the second story windows on the front facade have a mull ion. The 
bay's center windows are much larger with the first floor having two lights over two 
and the seond having one light over two.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The John Aaron Scotney house is one of the few cut stone dwellings left in 
the state. Because of the apparent craftsmanship in constructing the home and the 
use of an indigenous material, the structure has architectural significance.

Scotney began building the house in 1903 and finished in 1908; the delay 
was because of other construction projects. The stone came from a quarry south of 
Belle Fourche and then was brought into town by wagons. He dressed some of the 
sandstone which was rather unusual for this area, and it became a kind of trademark 
for him.

Scotney, one of Belle Fourche's early pioneers, occupied the house for a 
while but most of its existence, it has been rented. A Dr. Townesend Frazer had an 
office on the second floor where he did minor surgery. A Mrs. Roth ran the place 
as a boarding house for several years.
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