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THEMATIC GROUP NOMiNATiON 

LIGHTHOUSE INFORMATION FORM 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 Boyiston Street , Boston, MA 02116 

NUMBER 42 

PHOTOGRAPH KEY 

Leslie Fox - MHC - 7/19/81 

1) Looking to East tov?e!r/oil house  

Jack Clarke - CCPDC - 10/80 

2) Same as above (8 X 10) 

SKETCH MAP 

RECORDED BY: Leslie Fox/Jack Clarke 

ORGAN IZATION: MHC Cape Cod Planning 

DATE: August 1981 

HISTORIC NAME: Wood End Light Lookout 
Station 

TOWN: Provincetown 

LOCATION: Southerly coast of the Cape "arm" 

COUNTY: Bamstable CODE: QQl 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: I2th 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION: 

Bamstable Countv Courthouse Registry of 

Deeds Book 88. page 306. Issac Shiall. Elishc 
Young & Asa S. Bowly to U.S. 

VERBAL BOUNDARrOESCRIPTION: ' 

The nomination is confined to the 187.3 

light and the 1896 o i l house. 

LAT./LONG.: 42°01'.3"/70°ll'.6"  

UTM COORDINATE:197401/200/>652/500  

USGS QUADRANGLE:BOSTON,MA;NH-CT;RI;ME 

SCALE: 1; 250,000 

ACREAGE less than one acre 

OWNER(S): IMited States Cna.gf Cina-rH 

408 Atlantic Avenue 

Boston. MA 02210 

STATUS: Unmanned/Active aid 
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Wood End Light Lookout S ta t ion , Provincetown 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
Tiie s is te r lighthouse of Long Point L igh t , the Wood End L igh t , Provincetown, 
is s i tuated on the southerly coast l ine of the "arm" of Cape Cod that extends 
around to Provincetown Harbor. The surrounding area contains several acres of 
sand and dunes, with no other structures in s igh t . Wood End l i es d i r e c t l y 
across the Harbor from Provincetown, about 1 1/2 miles away, and is bordered 
to the south by the ocean, to the east and west by the beach. Access can be 
made only by 4-wheel dr ive veh ic le ; access is res t r i c ted by the National Park 
Service. The nearest road ends at Herring Cove Beach about 3 1/2 miles to the 
southwest. 

M/Vf 4 r^Oi 
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MAJOR ELEMENTS: 

Once a manned complex, only the 1873 tower nd 1896 o i l house remain. 

TOWER: 

Exter io r ; 

Foundation; 
Door: 

Windows; 

Lens Room: 

Balcony: 
Roof: 

Lens: 

I n t e r i o r : 

Oil House: 

Ident ica l to i t s s is ter tower at Long Point , the 14'4" square 38' 
high brick tower has a focal point 45' above sea l eve l . The 
exter ior has been painted whi te, and the cement foundation has 
sunken into the sand. 
The foundation is 173" in circumference. 
The 37" iron door has an eight course high brick s i l l that slants 
inward to the door. A simple rectangular stone block l i es across 
the top of the door, which faces nor th . 
Windows are located on the east and west sides of the tower. A 
f u l l window with a stone s i l l and pediment, and a square hal f 
window located jus t under the balcony are located on the east 
s ide. Two f u l l windows, one d i r e c t l y above the other , are 
located on the west s ide. A l l are present ly boarded up, and the 
lowest window on the west side has been af ixed with i ron bars. 
The ten sided lens room has no blacked out window panes - a l l 
permit the l i g h t to be v i s i b l e . 
The balcony has a simple i ron r a i l i n g , probably not o r i g i n a l . 
A t yp i ca l i ron segmented roof wi th v e n t i l a t i o n ba l l and l i gh t i ng 
rod s i t s atop the lens room. The l i gh tn ing rod is grounded on 
the south side (so l id brick side facing the ocean) by a strap 
that runs down into the sand. 
In June 1981, the lens was recorded as an external dayl ight 
c o n t r o l , with a 12 VDC f l ashe r , a 12 Vol t 6 pi lampchanger, a 12 
v o l t 3.05A lamp 4.8 RPM Rotating Opt ic, a IRPM Rotating Optic 
ba t te ry , with a power cable. 
The i n t e r i o r was not accessible at the t ime, but according to the 
Provincetown Coast Guard, the i n t e r i o r is ident ica l to the one at 
Long Point Light (#23). See that f i l e for de ta i l s . 
The standard br ick o i l house is s i tuated a short distance from 
the tower, on i t s east s ide. I t has a s la te roo f and i t s walls 
have been painted whi te. I t has wooden eaves typ ica l of many 
other o i l houses throughout Massachusetts, and a steel door 
(modern) with a small wooden louvred ven t i l a to r above i t . 
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY 

1864 - the land was acquired by the U.S. Government. A white pyramidal 
tower was erected. 

1872 - Wood signal bu i ld ing (16' X 16') was b u i l t . 

1873 - The present 38' tower was erected, described as "br ick with a s tee l 
roo f . " A 10 vo l t lamp/lens with brass f i t t i n g s was i n s t a l l e d . 

1875 - More than f i f t y ships were wrecked along th i s shore. 
1945 

1896 - The Keeper's dwel l ing was b u i l t (3720 sq. f t . ) a t a cost of $29,000. 
Also b u i l t : Storage shed (1 1/2 s tory 990 Sq. f t . ) for ^5,000: Oil 
House (7 ' X U" ) f o r $1 ,500. The dwell ing was described as having 6 
rooms, was 1 1/2 s tor ies t a l l and was of wood-frame const ruc t ion. 

1911 - The stone breakwater across Provincetown Harbor was b u i l t . At a low 
t i d e , access is provided from the town to Wood End L igh t . 

1938 - A concrete generator shed (8 ' X 10") was b u i l t . 

1960 - The Oi l House was converted to a generator shed. (As i t remains 
today). The lens in the tower was converted from a 4th Order Fresnel 
to a modern l i g h t . 

1961 - Dwelling and storage shed were razed. The l i g h t was f u l l y automated 
and the s ta t ion was unmanned. The present e l ec t r i c pole l i ne was 
i n s t a l l e d . 

1979- The tower was considered fo r conversion to a solar power by the Coast 
Guard. Four acres, including the s ta t ion and l i f e saving s ta t ion at 
Herring Cove Beach, were given to the U.S. Navy. Only s ix of the 
o r ig ina l ten acres were re ta ined. 

1981 - Converted to solar power. 

MAY 4 !987 
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE/RELATIONS TO NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA: 

Wood End Light possesses i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, s e t t i n g , materials and 
workmanship as wel l as associations with the development o f aids to navigation 
in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1873, the square brick tower remains an 
act ive and necessary aid to navigation and along wi th Long Point Light (#23) 
is the only extant example of a pair of l i gh ts s t i l l in operat ion. Thus i t 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the NRHP on the state level as wel l as survey 
c r i t e r i a l a , 2b, 3b, 4a, 5b. 

MAY 4 I98T 
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(7-81) 

United S ta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service For NPS UM only 

National Register of Historic Piaces '̂ '̂ '̂̂  MAY 4 198T 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page / 

' Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Lighthouses o f Massachusetts TR 

State MASSAUHUyET'i'y ~ 

Nomination/Type of Review ^ / J Date/Signature 

Jl. Chatham Light Station ^^^^^ »iB*-»*^"^Keeper ^<7l^^i^-tc^..^g^?^;<^ ^/^-V^. 

Attest 

2. Clark's Point L i g h t 5 ^ , j Keeper -UX.:^ \7 

'•'^(^ Attest _ ^ 

33. Tarpaulin Cove Light J ^ ^ ^ ^ i . ^ t t a r peeper / 7 ^ c 6 - t < . - ^ , ^ y ^ ^ / / ^ 

Attest 

34_ Three Sisters of Nauset (Twin Lights) ^TTCeeper y-^S't^t'-^'L.-t,'^^^ ^/^-^/C 

U.U&iie.l AogtB*0r ^^^^^^ 

J5. West Chop Light ]|ftt«rsd ia ^"Keeper 

Attest 

J6. Wing's Seek Light a©S^»^*^ <^eper ^ j j . ^ ^ ^ ^ / ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ L/isjj 

Attest 

Wood End Light Lookout Station /iteeper /C/(jA.--tt^-^L*.''^^ 

Newburyport Harbor Rear Range Light "7f^^!eeper y'^j'^j^C^^i^-'^^t-^...,^ 

â ur»»a a8«t»i»* Attest _ 
J 9 . Ten Pound I s l a n d L i g h t t^^I^^-Sd t K ^ ^ ^ J Keeper ^ / < ^ < ^ ^ . - ^ ^ y ^ ^ y < ^ c ^ / ^ 

Attest 

^0. Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Wood End Light Lookout Station 
Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

resubmission 
d l nomination by person or local government 
Q owner objection 
• appeal , 

CZJsj 

Working No 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Action: _ t - rAC£EPT. 

RETURN. 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: <^ ̂  CQ- —Vof 

Substantive Review: I sample • request • appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? d yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

d l ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

d unaltered 

d altered 

Check one 

d original site 

d moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

d summary paragraph 
d completeness 
d clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

d summary paragraph 
d completeness 
d clarity 
d applicable criteria 
d justification of areas checked 
d relating significance to the resource . . 
d context . 1 1 , * * / 
d relationship of integrity to significance 
d justification of exception 
d other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

d Maps 
d Photographs 
d Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed _ Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 











Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000282 


