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Wood End Light Lookout Station, Provincetown

SITE DESCRIPTION

Tiie sister lighthouse of Long Point Light, the Wood End Light, Provincetown,
is situated on the southerly coastline of the "arm" of Cape Cod that extends
around to Provincetown Harbor. The surrounding area contains several acres of
sand and dunes, with no other structures in sight. Wood End lies directly
across the Harbor from Provincetown, about 1 1/2 miles away, and is bordered
to the south by the ocean, to the east and west by the beach. Access can be
made only by 4-wheel drive vehicle; access is restricted by the National Park
Service. The nearest road ends at Herring Cove Beach about 3 1/2 miles to the
southwest.
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MAJOR ELEMENTS:

Once a manned complex, only the 1873 tower nd 1896 oil house remain.

TOWER

Exterior;

Foundation;
Door:

Windows;

Lens Room:

Balcony:
Roof:

Lens:

Interior:

Oil House:

Identical to its sister tower at Long Point, the 14'4" square 38
high brick tower has a focal point 45' above sea level. The
exterior has been painted white, and the cement foundation has
sunken into the sand.

The foundation is 173" in circumference.

The 37" iron door has an eight course high brick sill that slants
inward to the door. A simple rectangular stone block lies across
the top of the door, which faces north.

Windows are located on the east and west sides of the tower. A
full window with a stone sill and pediment, and a square half
window located just under the balcony are located on the east
side. Two full windows, one directly above the other, are
located on the west side. All are presently boarded up, and the
lowest window on the west side has been afixed with iron bars.
The ten sided lens room has no blacked out window panes - all
permit the light to be visible.

The balcony has a simple iron railing, probably not original.

A typical iron segmented roof with ventilation ball and lighting
rod sits atop the lens room. The lightning rod is grounded on
the south side (solid brick side facing the ocean) by a strap
that runs down into the sand.

In June 1981, the lens was recorded as an external daylight
control, with a 12 VDC flasher, a 12 Volt 6 pi lampchanger, a 12
volt 3.05A lamp 4.8 RAM Rotating Optic, a IRPM Rotating Optic
battery, with a power cable.

The interior was not accessible at the time, but according to the
Provincetown Coast Guard, the interior is identical to the one at
Long Point Light (#23). See that file for details.

The standard brick oil house is situated a short distance from
the tower, on its east side. It has a slate roof and its walls
have been painted white. It has wooden eaves typical of many
other oil houses throughout Massachusetts, and a steel door
(modern) with a small wooden louvred ventilator above it.
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY

1864 - the land was acquired by the U.S. Government. A white pyramidal
tower was erected.

1872 -  Wood signal building (16" X 16') was built.

1873 - The present 38' tower was erected, described as "brick with a steel
roof." A 10 volt lamp/lens with brass fittings was installed.

1875 - More than fifty ships were wrecked along this shore.

1945

1896 - The Keeper's dwelling was built (3720 sqg. ft.) at a cost of $29,000.
Also built: Storage shed (1 1/2 story 990 Sq. ft.) for ~5,000: Oil
House (7' X U") for $1,500. The dwelling was described as having 6
rooms, was 1 1/2 stories tall and was of wood-frame construction.

1911 - The stone breakwater across Provincetown Harbor was built. At a low
tide, access is provided from the town to Wood End Light.

1938 - A concrete generator shed (8 X 10") was built.

1960 - The Oil House was converted to a generator shed. (As it remains
today). The lens in the tower was converted from a 4th Order Fresnel
to a modern light.

1961 - Dwelling and storage shed were razed. The light was fully automated
and the station was unmanned. The present electric pole line was
installed.

1979- The tower was considered for conversion to a solar power by the Coast
Guard. Four acres, including the station and life saving station at
Herring Cove Beach, were given to the U.S. Navy. Only six of the
original ten acres were retained.

1981 - Converted to solar power.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE/RELATIONS TO NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA:

Wood End Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials and
workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids to navigation
in Massachusetts. Constructed in 1873, the square brick tower remains an
active and necessary aid to navigation and along with Long Point Light (#23)
is the only extant example of a pair of lights still in operation. Thus it
meets criteria A and C of the NRHP on the state level as well as survey

criteria la, 2b, 3b, 4a, 5b.
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Wood End Light Lookout Station
Lighthouses of Massachusetts TR)
Barnstable County

MASSACHUZETTS

resubmission
dl nomination by person or local government
Q owner objection
e appeal ,
Substantive Review: CZlspmple e request * appeal

Reviewer's comments:

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? d yes * o

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent || deteriorated d unaltered

CH good d| ruins d altered

e fair |l unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

d summary paragraph
d completeness

d clarity

1 | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection

Working No

Fed. Reg. Date

Date Due

Action: _t-rACEEPT.
RETURN.
.REJECT.

Federal Agency: <A™ CQ-

CD NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
d original site
d moved date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

completeness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance to the resource ..
context 11, %%/
relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

d
d
d
d
d
d
d
d
d
d other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date

13. Other

d Maps
d Photographs
d Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed _ Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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