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Toan Sout hbri dge
Address 3t> —4 ™ \Wrcester Street

Hstoric Ne ff/n
Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
wMte) Indicate address of e: Present multifam |y residence
property on back of photo. o . , _
Staple to left side of form. Original multifam |y residence

CES(R PTT AN T

Dat eQ 1878- 1898

Source naps, atlases

Style Late-19th century Vernacul ar

Architect  Vn\:W{MV/]
Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location

In relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between Inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings

Intersection(s).
Indicate nort

Major Alterations (with dates) none

otr Condition

Moved yiiO Dae oo
Acee
Setting on a densely developed street of

mostly multifamily dwellings late~19th

early-20th c.
UTM REFERENCE 1&j 74'5 Jooj 4hht h7o Recorded by S Ceccacci
USGS QUADRANGLE ~"IAj~kIdOC tM Cf Organization Southbridge Historical Com

mission
SCALE 1]'z»,000 Date May 1986



NITOW. REGSTER (R TER A STATBENENT (1 appl i cabl e)

3r-AN Worc83ter Street is significant as an example of the distinctive
regional multi-family housing type k.noun as the triple decker,
ornamented ina distinctly French Canadian fashion, and constructed
during the growth of the town's eastern section late in the t h
century. I t mets National Register criteria A and C and retains
integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship, design,
feeling, and association. The boundaries indicated on the attached
assessors mp are those of current ownership.

AHTEIUAN. SGNHCINE Describe inportant architectural features and eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmnity.

This six famly three decker is one of the earliest three deckers inthis section, known as
"The Flats", which by the early years of the 20th—entury had been densely developed with a
variety of three decker types. |1 tis also one of the few well preserved three deckers inthe
ar ea.

Typical of many three deckers i n Southbridge, the galleries of this building are not limited
to the main facade. Not only do they stretch across the entire front but they also wap
around part of the sides. These porches, somewhat |acy i n appearance with their turned posts
stick brackets, and plain square-stickbalusters, are the building's major ornamental feature
The use of the exterior porch stairs seen here i s conmon i n Southbridge. This detail, which
is often seen on three deckers as well as on a variety of other types of residential building
here, is believed to be of French Canadian origin.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the cotrmunity.
Before the 1880's this section north of the Quinebaug River xJas al most entirely undevel oped.
Even by 1898 there were only scattered clusters of houses inthis area. This building and
those which stand to i t ssouth belonged to one of those clusters. After the enlargenment of
the American Optical Conpany factory nearby i n 1899-1900, the area developed rapidly, mostly
with multifamly dwellings-mainlythree deckers.-

Prior to the end of the 19th century, many Anerican Optical Gonpany workers had lived in an
area limited by Mechanic Street, North Street and Main Street, a neighborhood of single famly
workers' cottages (see forms i"B-ItOSt The increasing populationin Southbridge at
the end of the century appears to have made multifamily dwellings the nore popular form of
working class housing. However, further research i s necessary to determ ne what other factor;
m ght have influenced the popularity of the three decker inthis nemy devel oping neighborhooc
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REQUESTED ACTI O\ NCM NATI ON

PRCPERTY  Building at 38—42 Wircester Street
NAME

MULTI PLE  Sout hbridge MRA
NAME

STATE & GONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE GF PEND NG LI ST: 5/ 31/ 89
DATE G- 16TH DAY 6/ 16/ 89 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000589

NM NATAR  STATE

REASONS FCR REM EW

APPEAL: N DATA PR(BLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N

OHR N PDIL: N PER CD N PRORAMUWNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAWPLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COMMENT WA VER N

i / Bntered In tha
UACEPT RETURN REJECT ~/>"A "~ DATE Batlonal RagiataS

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

RECOM/CR TER A
REVI EWER

DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLRY' N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type
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historic current
DESCRI PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui |l der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
CEQERAPH CAL DATA
acreage Averbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANYT NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps NBZD naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GCOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nmay be directed to
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