


7. Original owner (if known) Croinnton Lnnm Vorks 

Original use f a c t o r y f o r t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f power looms 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates g e n e r a l i n d u s t r i a l a f t e r 1 91 ^ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention X 
Commerce Industry X Social/ 
Communication Mil i tary humanitarian 
Community development Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

With sections d a t i a g from 1 zGO, the former Grom.pton Loom V/orks i s among 
the o l d e s t f a c t o r y b u i l d i n g s i n V/orcester and has important h i s t o r i c a l 
a ssociations w i t h one of V/orcester's l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i e s . Although the 
company was not founded u n t i l 16^1, the i n v e n t i o n of the f i r s t power 
loom capable of weaving fancy goods (upon which i t s i n i t i a l success was 
based) v;as patented by V/illi a m Crom.pton i n 1 Cj3t3, the same year i n which 
he f i r s t came t o the United States. V/illiam Crompton, a n a t i v e of 
Lancashire, England, r e t u r n e d to England i n 1637 and was successful i n 
i n t r o d u c i n g h i s looms i n t o E n g l i s h c o t t o n m.anuf a c t u r i n g . 

By 1 cij-O, Crompton had r e t u r n e d to V/orcester where he manufactured looms 
u n t i l a f i r e destroyed h i s f a c t o r y i n 15[|.5. Betv;een 18i|5 sind 161^5, 
Crompton l i v e d i n M i l l b u r y , Mass. and H a r t f o r d , Conn; by 1 8Ij.9 he had 
become "mentally i n c a p a c i t a t e d f o r business" and never again was a c t i v e 
i n manufacturing. Crompton's son, George, sought and was granted an 
extension of h i s f a t h e r ' s patent r i g h t s u n t i l 165G. As a r e s u l t of t h i s 
extensiori, George Crompton formed a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h M e r r i l l fXirbush i n 
1651 and, together, the two manufactured looms at the M e r r i f i e l d 
b u i l d i n g u n t i l i t vjas destroyed by f i r e i n 1651̂ -. S h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s 
f i r e , the f i r m r e n t e d space at the "Hed M i l l s " which Crompton bought 
in'l8oO and demolished to make vja;̂ . f o r the center s e c t i o n o f the 
present s t r u c t u r e . 

( c o n t . ) 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. Local I n d u s t r y P i l e . 
V/orcester Commercial. Vol 1. no. 11, March 1 693, pp. ij.OO-I|.lO. 
Crompton, George. The Cronpton Loom. 
H\de, A.V/, V/orcester, I t s Past and Present, p. 131 ( i l l u s t r a t i o n ) 
N u t t , Charles. History of Worcester and I t s People, vol„ I I I , pp. 357-

c60, 
Rice, F r a n k l i n P. V/orcester i n I89u, pp. i4.6O-l4.67, 
Washburn, Charles. I n d u s t r i a l V/orcester, pp. 87-89, 



' NiASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

2 , 

Worcester 1 II4.3-G 

Property Name: Crompton 
V/orks 

Loom 

Indicate each item on inventory form yihich is being continued below. 

9, In 1859, Furbush withdrew from the business which then remained under 
George Crompton's d i r e c t i o n u n t i l h is death i n 1886, During t h i s 
period the tiusiness expanded r a p i d l y , r e s u l t i n g i n major additions to 
the Green Street factory (see below). Among the firm's raost famous 
inventions was a broad loom, designed b^ George Crompton i n 1857, which 
quadr*upled the p r o d u c t i v i t y of his father's e a r l i e r power loom and 
which caueed manufacturers to abandon e a r l i e r narrow cassimere loons 

productive broad looms,, Crompton was awarded the 
t e x t i l e machinery at the Paris Exposition of 
In the I67OS, Crompton obtaixied patents on 

design of the Keighley dobby loom which he 
United States; Crompton also invented the Crompton 
t h i s period. Although Crompton also held patents 

on machinery unrelated to looms, only looms v;ere manufactured at the 
Green Street f a c t o r y , w i t h the exception of machinery f o r the man­
ufacture of gunstocks, vrhich Crompton made between 1861 and 1865 for 
fire-arms manufacturers. 

i n favor of the more 
only medal given f o r 
I867 f o r t h i s loom, 
improvements to the 
introduced i n t o the 
gingham loom during 

After 1886, 
p resident 

the business was incorporated w i t h 
a pos i t i o n occupied by 

her death i n 1895. By 1897, the f i r m had 

Crompton's widow aa 
er son Charles a f t e r 

merged with i t s chief 5. Bj 
competitor to .-form the Crompton and Knovjles Loom V/orks. In I9OO, the 
Cromptons soidtheir i n t e r e s t i n the company. After 1915, the company 
ceased production at the Green Street factory, although i t remains a 
major l o c a l industry. 

The Crompton Loom Works Factory i s a complex b u i l d i n g , the re s u l t of 
many additions b u i l t b;) the Crom.pton Loom Works and by the Crompton 
.sand Knowles Loom Works. The e a r l i e s t section of the b u i l d i n g (#1 on 
map) stands south of the present tower and was b u i l t i n i860. This 
structure was two stories high with a deep gabled p a v i l i o n at i t s 
center and smaller flanking end pavilions w i t h arched fables. Between 
1881 and 1886, the foof of the south end p a v i l i o n was removed while 
that of the north end p a v i l i o n was replaced ^y an extra storey and a 
high hip roof, creating the toiler on the Green Street facade. At the 
same time the bu i l d i n g was extended northward (Section #2 on raap) 
v/here i t ended i n a three-storey p a v i l i o n w i t h hip roof. Some time 
a f t e r 1888, probably around the turn of the century, a t h i r d storey vjas 
added to the ent i r e structure, replacing the o r i g i n a l gabled roof 
and bringing the b u i l d i n g to i t s present appearance. At the rear of 
the factory (east) i s a b o i l e r room (Section #3 on map) which may 
date from i860. Other sections of the b u i l d i n g (#i| and #5 on map) 
postdate 19I1 and 1922 respectively. 
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^ [»î -L'̂  I ^m^r^^Ypsr ÂjiA/PiPA Â pPTe>pPAJMi(4̂  REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

&pr ^pieiY^ mi Y^P PP. m JPA^AP 

^ ^:-PYZ:^ ̂ jr^^/^,/--± ///•'-^^^-^^» 
r-.^- ^ i ^ U 1 nVil - ^ . ^ ^ BRANCH CHIEF .ys/a 

Hoi^ i:?o-c'aO \A-^ - ^ H ^ S W s - p i ' ^ 
(cccA.s>'^ -̂-̂  v̂̂ x̂ ./ iL̂ Cruj.- KEEPER 

iPc^^jsY^ ^fc4))^ 10^ A.-3 C Ai^4<^i^j ^ .slctz A-^ JiMJ^^- <d2ju5 /^i^Uo •  
y^A'j^'^ /IU -l&D II') ^ - A i3o - ado f^iX-i V^-.-, t /^^^—• s p:i^ ) ^11 

Z '• , „ . " ^ ^ ^ T77Z Z 
National Register Write-up Send-back 1 Entered ^ 0 tOfiQ 
Federal Register Entry ^ / O A \ Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


