


7. Original owner (if known) Croinnton Lnnm Vorks

10.

Original use factory for the manufacture of power looms

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates general industrial after 1917

. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention X
Commerce Industry X Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Wth sections datiag from 1zGO, t heformer Gompton LoomV/ orks i s anong
the ol dest factory buildings in V/iorcester and has i mportant historical
associations with one of V/orcester's largest industries. Althoughthe
conpany was not founded until 1671, theinvention of the first power

| oom capable of weaving fancy goods (upon which itsinitial success was
based) v;aspatented by V/iilliam Gompton in 1033 t hesane year i n which
he first came t othe United States. V/iilliam Crompton, a nativeof
Lancashire, England, returned t oEngland i n 1637 andwas successfuli n
introducing his looms into English cotton manufacturing.

By 1cij-Q Crompton hadreturned t oV/iorcester where he manufactured |oons
until a fire destroyed his factory i n15|.5 Betv;een 18i|5 sind 16175,
Crompton lived inMllbury, Mass. and Hartford, Conn; by 18j.9 hehad
becone "mentally incapacitatedfor business" andnever again was active
in manufacturing. Crompton's son, George, sought andwas granted an

extension of his father's patent rights until 165G. As a result of this
extensiori, George Cronmpton formed a partnershipwith Merrill fXirbush i n
1651 and, together, t hetwomanufactured |ooms at the Merrifield
building until i tvjas destroyed by fire i n1651"-. Shortly after this

fire, the firmrented space at the"Hed Mi|lls" which Cronmpton bought
in' 1800 anddemolished t onake va" for thecenter section of the
present structure.

(cont.)
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I ndi cate each item oninventory formyihich i s being continued bel ow.

| n 1859, Furbush withdrew from t hebusiness which then remained under
George Cronpton's directionuntil his death i n1886, During this
period t hetiusiness expanded raBi dly, resulting inmajor additionsto
the Green Street factory (see below). Awong thefirm s raost fanous
inventions was a broad [oom designed b George Cronmpton i n1857, which
quadr*upled t heproductivity of his father's earlier power |oomand

whi ch caueed manufacturers t o abandon earlier narrow cassimere |oons
in favor of the noreproductive broad |oons,, Cronpton was awardedt he
only medal given for textile machinery at theParis Exposition of

1867 for this loom In thel6705S Cronpton obtaixied patents on

i nprovenents t o t hedesign of theKeighley dobby |oomwhich he
introduced intothe United States; Cronpton also invented the Cronpton
gi ngham | oom during this period. Although Cronpton also held patents
on machinery unrelated toloons, only |oons v,ere manufactured at the
Geen Street factory, with theexception of machinery for t henan-
ufacture of gunstocks, vrhich Cronpton nade between 1861 and 1865 for
fire-arms manufacturers.

After 1886, the business was incorporated with Cronpton's w dow aa

p resident a position occupied by er son Charles after
her death i n1895. By 1897, thefirmhad merged with itschief
competitor to .-formthe Cronpton and Knovjles LoomVorks. 1 nl900 the

Cronptons soidtheir interest i ntheconpany. After 1915 the conpany
ceased production at the Geen Street factory, although i tremins a
maj or |local industry.

The Cronpton Loom Wrks Factory i sa conplex building, theresult of
many additions built ) theCQompton LoomWrks and by t he Cronpton
.sand Knowl es Loom Works. The earliest section of thebuilding (#1on
map) stands south of thepresent tower and was built i_|r1i860. ‘This
ilionat its

structure was two stories high with a deep gabl ed ﬂav
center and smaller flanking endpavilions with arched fables. Between
1881 and 1886, t hefoof of thesouth endpavilionwas renoved while
that of thenorth endpavilionwas replaced “y an extra storey anda
high hip roof, creating thetoiler on the Geen Street facade. At the
sane time thebuildingwas extended northward (Section #2 onraap)
vihere i t ended i na three-storey pavilionwith hip roof. Sonme tinme
after 1888, probably around theturn of thecentury, a third storey vjas
added totheentire structure, replacing theoriginal gabled roof

and bringing thebuildingtoitspresent appearance. At therear of
the factory (east) i sa boiler room (Section #3 on map) which nay

date from 1860. Other sections of thebuilding (#i| and #5 on nmap)
postdate 1911 and 1922respectively.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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