KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY TF-656

i
1. yHistoric Name (s) . 22, ADD/County
’ Bank of Middletown VI Jefferson/Jefferson [:I:[]
Original Owner 23. Zoning Classification
- Present Name . Magisterial District
& Ratterman Plumblng 24, U.S.G. S, Quadrant (15°/75’)
3. Owner's Name , - Jeffersontown, Kentucky
Joseph A. Ratterman UTM Reference
4. Owner’s Address
: 615 tain Strect, Hiddletown "o d etz a7 1a0 | Lotz 13y0540]
one Easting Northing
5. Location 26. Prehistoric Site Object
11615 Main Street, Middletown Historlc Site Structure
6. Open to Public 7. Visibie from road 8. Ownership Buiiding X ‘
‘ Yes No X Yes X No Private 27. District Yes No X
9. Local Contact/Organlzation Local Name:
State
Blaine Guthr ie/Middle‘hown Federal 28. Significance Evaiuation
10. Site Pian with North Arrow B22 1,326 ¢ 11. Architect Local
29. Status Date
12. Builder National Landmark E i
Nationai Register ]
13. Date Landmark Certificate - '
Ca. 1910 Kentucky Survey | X] 1977
14. Styie Local Landmark I
[ ] [:I:l HABS/HAER |
15. Original Use 30. Theme
Myin oT. ha Bank Primary Commerce ,
5 6. Present Use Secondary
< Store Other
X
. 17. Condition 31. Endangered Yes
(/. . . Interior Good [:l:l No X
3 : A Exterior Good 32.
18. Description mhjg one-story structure is built of mold-
ed concreteiblocks which dmitate the appearance ATTACH
of rusticated stone. There isa parapet roof, and - PHOTO
pilasters are at the front corners of the buildind.
The recessed entrance has a transom and is flanked
by sash windows.
19. History  The building was completed about 1910 for
the Bank of Middletown which had been incorporated
in 1909. The bank existed until 1946. The build-
ing is one of the few commercial structures in
Middletown which date from the early 1900s. It
was constructed of molded concrete blocks, which |RetiNe.
at that time were considered an innovative build- {Picture No.
ing material for commercial structures. Direction
20. Significance The Bank of Middletown was a significant [33.TapeNo. Negative No.
part of commercial life in Middletown from 1909 ARy 4P onan Oppel
until 1946. In the first two decades of the Historian
twentieth century several banks were established
in small, rural communities in Jefferson County. [35 Organization
£ vThey were incorporated by the prominent busi- Kentucky Heritage Commission
ness and professional (see next page) 36, Date I EDTUALY L1J/7
21. Source of information 37. Revision Dates 38. Staff Review
Wood, Edith. Middletown's Days and Deeds. 1946 October 4, 1979
December 29, 1982



20. Continued

men and farmers who lived in and around the community. These banks pro-
vided banking services in outlying areas of the county in the days before
branch banks were common. The building is also significant because of the
material used in construction. Molded concrete blocks were then considered
to be the building material of the future for commercial structures.

Boundary Description

The boundary of the Bank of Middletown site comprises Lot 326 in County
Block 22. There are no outbuildings.



