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Photos (3'x3" or 3'x5' black
& white) Indicate an badk
of each photo street addresses
for buildings showmn. Staple to
left side of form.

Sketch Myp. Draw a general nap of the
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inventory forms have been conpl et ed.
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any. Indicate north. (Attach a separate
sheet i f space here i snot sufficient).

See attached map.

The Wbodford Street Historic District

DEC 2 C 1989
Area Letter Fom numbeas in this Area

Co 1G9 - 1903

Towmn  \Worces ter

Nare of Area (if any) Woodford Street
Historic District

Present U= residential

General Date or Period ca. 1926

General Condition aood t o excellent

Acreege .67 Acres
Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization for MHC
Dite Decenber 1988

includes 5 residential buildings and

5 period garages. |Its boundaries follow thehistoric subdivision boundaries

of thefive building lots of thedistrict.
bounded by t heterm nus of Wbodford Street
west, thedistrict shares the rear
and Providence Streets, respectively.

To t hesouth, thedistricti s
at Koping Street. To the east and

lines of t hesubdivisions on Wabash
The buildings tothenorth on Wodford

Street represent a m x of period building types distinctly different from

the three-decker grouping i nthe district.

Contributing/non-contributing status

Buildings: 10C OLC

UMREHERENE A 19/269800/ 4680380
B 19/269800/ 4680340
C 19/269710/ 4680330
D 19/269710/ 4680380

LB QANGE wnrcestni goynp
SAE 1.25. aP



NATT ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Woodford Street Historic District possesses intecrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling andassociation. Il t 1 ssignificant as
as representative suburban subdivision of stylish three-deckers built i n the
late 1920s, and as a neighborhood initially occupied by m ddle-class Jewi sh
fami lies who relocted here from older, inner-city neighborhoods. The houses

of theWodford Street Historic District also represent a remarkably well-*
preserved group of buildings notable for a fine useof Craftsman and Col oni al
Revival design elements which were popular during thelast phase of l|ocal
three-decker construction. The Wodford Street Historic District thus neets
criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places.on thelocal level.

ARH TECTURAL. S QN FICANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate interns of
other areas within the comunity.

The five three-deckers of t heWodford Street Historic District, all built ca.
1926, represent an unusually well-preserved andwell-detailed group of residences
fromthelast local period of three-decker construction. Built i nan eclectic,
Colonial Revival/Craftsman style, thehouses al | have similar characteristics.
All  have gable roofs with pediments i nthemin facade, and four-wi ndow ribbons
in place of thefront baywndow. Al |l areclad with wood clapboard on the
first story, with wood shingle on t hesecond andthird stories. Al | have three-
tier porches with different shaped openings on each tier, w de roof cornice
overhanges which shelter regularly-spaced brackets, and shallow, squared, three-
story side bays with triple windows. Qn 35 Wodford Street, the three-tier
recessed porch has semi-circular, peaked, andbasket-handle openings, with
short, square support columns. A recessed triple window i slocated i n the
gahle pediment. The sequence of porch openings on 37 Wodford Streeti s

TCOONTI NUED)

HSTARCAL SANFH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the comunity'.

By thethird decade of t hetwentieth century, three-decker suburb devel opment
extended south along t he Providence St.;eet corridor andinto a group of sub-
divisions east of Providence Street I nthearea east of t he Vernon Hill

Pl ayground. Here i nthelate 1920s, amd thesingle- andmulti-famly houses
of an automobile suburb, groups of three-deckers were built on Wodford,
Washburn and Loxwood Streets. Many mi ddl e-class Jewish families relocated here
from t heestablished Jewi sh neighborhood on t henorthern slope of Grafton Hill
along Providence Street. Al |l built, . 1926, t hethree-deckers at t he southern
end of Wbodford Street attracted a group of Jewi sh businessmen and their
famlies. Thefirst owner of 35 Wodford Street was Karl Chafitz, a grocer,
who also lived here. Tenants included Sanmuel Wl kowi ch, who worked at t he
Modern Cl ot hes Shoppe; and Sanuel Seiden. Paul ine Fischer was t he first

"ewner of 37 7;o0o0dford Street. Occupants |1 n1926included Benjamn Gottlieb, a
painter; Racnel Sadowski, a w dow, Hyman Fistel, treasurer of t he Coomonweal th
Garage; and Jacob Jaffe, a confectioner. Jennie Bassnore, who owned several
local buildings, owned 39 Wwodford Street I n1926. Tenants that year included
| saac Bassinov, a provisions merchant; Joseph Wol kavich, also of t he Modern

Cl othes Shoppe; andHarry Kramer. Max Katz owned 38 and 40 Whodford Street.
Katz was president andtreasurer of theCity Brick Conpany, and owner of 8

ot her Worcester houses. He lived at 40 Wodford Street, wnich he co-owned

B BLI G3APHY and/ or REFEHRENES ( CONTI NUED)
, Worcester Directory, Worcester House Directory, 192¢ 1930.
J. Gallahan et al., Wborcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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Indicate each item on inventoiy form which is being continued below.

Historical Significance (Cont)

with Rueben Dodin, a carpenter, who also resided here. Other residents
included Bessie Saltman, a tailoress; andJohn Morin. Tenants of 38 Wodford
Street included Abraham Davidson, a real estate agent; Daniel Dworkin, vice-
president of theWrcester Curtain Conpany; and Louis Rosenblum a novelties
mer chant .

Architectural Significance (Cont)

different, although it includes thesame three shapes as 35 Wodford, and an
overhang marks t hebreak between thefirst and second stories Nei ghboring

39 Wbodford Street i1 snearlv identical t o37 Wodford Street. Both 38 and 40
VJoodford Street have full-length, first-story porches which rise tothree-
tiers i ntheentry bay, andwhich ar ecapped by projecting, pedimented gables
W ndows on 35, 37 and 39 Whodford Street i ngeneral retain 6/6 sash. Those

on 38 and 40 Wodford Street have 6/1 and 8/ 1 sash. Small garages, built i n
the sane period as theresidences, of cinderblock wall construction, are
located at therear of eachl ot.

Staple t olnventory form atbottom



D STRI CT DATA SHET
V@D STREET H STARI C D STR CT
VIRESTER MASSAHEETTS

MP-BLAOK-LOI MHC # H STCR C NAME ACCRESS DATE STYLE STATUS- RESOLRCE

35-25-25 1899 Chafitz Three-Decker 35 Wodford St. cl 926 Craftsman 2G B
/ gar age

35-25-26 1900 Fisher Three-Decker 37 Wodford St. cl 926 Craftsman 2G B
/ gar age

35-25-27 1901 Bassinov Three-Decker 39 Wodford St. cl 926 Craftsman 2G B
/ gar age

35-25-40 1902 Katz Three-Decker 38 Wodford St. cl 926 Craftsman 2G B
/ gar age

35-25-41 1903 Katz Three-Decker 40 Wodford St. cl 926 Craftsman 2G B
/ gar age

Total: 10 Contributing Buildings
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVluitipie Property Cover Siieet Reference Number: 64000305



