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The onglnamemng of the Iowa, Sac and Fox Presby‘berlan o

Mission, completed in 18)6,%was three stories high and ‘topped by
a belfrey that gave it a to’bal height “of 52 feet., It was 106
feet long and 37 feet w:Lde. "The f:.rst story was walled with na-
- tive stone and the upper two with brick manufactured on the ™~ -
groumnds, Shlngles, doors, windows, and finished lumber were sent .
~ from Pittsburg, Pennsylvam.a. Otber bullamg materlals were
-acquired locally, -
About 25 years after the Mlssz.on closed, a long-time resi-

dent of the area reminisced sbout the building in a local news-
~ paper. It was ", . . built specially as a boarding house for

- the Indian children, with a large dining room on the ground
floor, with a fine chapel and teachers' rooms on the second
'floor, and dormtorles and teachers' rooms _above, all furnlshed
‘in the best manner," )

Of the 32 rooms in the bulldlng, the 1argest were the dlnlng'

‘room and chapel, which measured Bh feet by 30 feet.
The presgnt structure is only L6 feet long, The west three:-

.

flfths of the building was razed some time after the. Mission =

s DRSS it

was sold in 1868, The existing section is now operated as a

: hlstorlc site-museum by the Kansas State Historical Society,
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el M. Irvin and his wife to establish a mission among the .

Iows, Sac and Fox Ingians who had been removed to Kansas. The =
- Mission was the f:Lrst rmanent white settlement in what is now

Doniphan _county, Tn I the Presbyterian Mission “Hoard ~authops-
ized-thHe construckion of a permanent building which was com-
pleted in 18167

The school, which the m:n.ss:Lonarles operated in this bu:l.ld:Lng,
could have handled 100 students but seldom had more than l;O. V
Lessons were taught in the ;owaMnguage and BEnglish, In 1803

the second printing press in Ké,nsas began operating here,

printing a hymnal and several grammars in the Towa language.
The Indians, who never were deeply mvolved with the
Mission, dropped their financial support in 1860, But even
. prior to that, their &Lmng@nc‘e& at the Mission and terest in
+ its programs had declined in the late 18L40's and 18%?%911
cholera and smallpox epldemlcs ‘hit the area.,

After the Indian funds were-cut off, lrvin, Who remalned
at the Mission until its closing, was granted permission to
change the Mission. to an Orphan Indlan Institute. ThlS too
‘was closed in 1866,
" " The M:Lss:.on was 1nact1ve after 1863 a.nd the bulldlng was
sold in 1868,

This is the only phys:Lcal ‘evidence remaining of the Pres-
byterian Indian mission activity in Kans as. :

v{”"' In 1837 the Presbyterlan Board of Foreign Migsions sent
amu
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Bpril 6, 19106, pp. (s O

“Kansas State Historical Society L:Lbra:ry.
Illustrated-Doniphan County, Supplement to The Weekll Ka.nsas Chlef.‘ Troy, -

Irwin, Rev. A. Be, "The Story of the Towa Mlssn,on," Umversn.ty Nuncio, H:Lgh- ;
land, v, 10, no., 2 (October, 1898), pp. 15. ‘

Kansas State Hlstorlcal Society, "Iowa, Sac and Fox M:Lss:Lon" (Topeka, State
Prlrrber, n. d.).

ission,

. ear Hig
~tified newspaper, about 1887-1888 bound in Donlphan County Cllpplngs,
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