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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ongeluluul is a stone platform along the main
road té Old Melekeok Village to west/southwest
further inland about 100 yards from the boathouse
along thé' shoreline. The platform is about 20
feet by 20 feet separate from the main road by a
small creek maralleling the road eastward, It

- wag) once a firely naved nlatform, called ILIUED,

“with basaltic stones where secret and immortant

outdoor meetings of chiefs were held and war
nlans and strategy outlined,

At present, most of the original stones have

fallen down and some have been taken away for
rersonal use., Large trees (breadfruit, nandanus)
have grown up and are now growing on and around

the nlatform's remains, Roots and other vegetation
are undermining-the stones, disovlacing them and
cracking others.

Though the site is of great traditional/cultural
importance to Palavans, it is being used today,
unofficially, as a <2eneral construction materials
storage area.

The platform itself is on top of private land

belonging to Ubal Tellei, though the structure is indirectly
controlled by Melekeok High Chief Reklai, who vpersonally
paid in the form of food anda ccomodation for the construc-
tion in 1750,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ongeluluul means "place where one whisners"., It is
locally referred to as specific nlaces where village
secret and immortant meetings take nlace., The
connotation is related to warfare strategy planning.
Imoortant Palauan villages such as Koror, Aimeliik and
Ngeremlengui have places of this kind,

During the course of various and succeeding foreign
occuvations of Palau, this meaning has been diluted.
Ongeluluul, however, remains renresentative of this
original Palauan council site, and refilects former

days of traditional historic campaignes and battles.

Mekekeok Ongeluluul ‘has additional significance to

~ Palauvan history: it was the site of two important
peace treaties. The first was that of Koror Abba Thule
Esuch and Ngetelngal Reklai Tangesechel in the year 1793
when Captain Henry Wilson first introduced firearms
to local warfare and helped Abba Thule to destroy Ngetelngal,
Melekeok; and the second was .that of Aibeduly Abba Thule
and Tlengelekel and Reklai Soilokel in 1870 during the
time of the:-Spanish occupation, -

The formal peace treaty ceremonies were held in the presence
of white men for the first time. This treaty at Ongeluluul
ended all local civil wars throughout Palau islands,
Ongeluluul has come to signify the ending of spears and
canoes as means for warfare--and the beginning of their
exclusive use for fishing and good living.
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