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Lake Dick is a small U-shaped body of water lying ten miles 
south of Altheimer in Jefferson County, Arkansas. In 1936 
the United States Government purchased 3,669 acres of farm 
land surrounding Lake Dick. On this large tract was esta­
blished a rural resettlement project administered by the 
Farm Securi~y Administration. 

Na med for the lake it surrounded, the entire Lake Dick 
community was built within two years. It consisted of 80 
houses of four to six rooms each, six community .. buildings, 
three mule bards, and several other small farm support 
structures. The houses and community buildings were of 
simple one-storey white frame construction with very plain 
lines and no decorative features. 

The houses lay in an ~rregular circle, all fronting on 
Lake Dick. Each house was on a four acre lot. On the 
southeast of the circular drive surrounding Lake Dick the 
community buildings were c1ustered together. The three mule 
barns were scattered south, northeast and northwest of the 
residential area, thus convenient to both farmers and fields. 

Most of the cgmmunity buildings have been removed; however, 
the school-gymnasium still remains. It is used for storage, 
as a repair shop, and also houses farm of·fices of the Lake 
Dick . Farming .Company. .. Of the three large mule barns, only 
the south barn remains. 
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About three-fonrths of the original houses have been moved o 
away from Lake Dick. The remaining houses, .J about 30., .a.t:.e.cl.those z 
closest to the community center complex . These have ~ 
recentLy been covered with white alfuminum siding and reroofed 
with red shing~es. The houses and yards are very neat in 
appearance. Though now in private ownership, these houses 
symbol¥ ze they type of modest prosperity hoped for when the 
Lake Dick Cooperative Association was originally founded. 
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As a result of President Franklin D. Roosevelt's interest 
in assisting the rural poor dur ing the 1930's Depression, 
the Re settlement Administration was established. This 
government agency marked a new trail for American agricul­
ture. In trying to help sharecroppers become independent 
landowners, the Resettlement Administration began esta­
blishing feder a lly financed farm projec ts in many areas of 
rural America. One of the most unconventional farms to be 
organized was a t Lake Dick in Jefferson County, . Arkansas. 

In 1936 the Re settlement Administration, l a ter t a e Farm 
Security Administration, bought 3,453 acres of land 
surrounding Lake Dick, a small U-shaped lake. During the 
ne x t two years 80 houses, si x community buildings, and 
several farm support structures were built ?round Lake 
Dick. These structures were to s erve ·· ~he ~ p~rtl ~i~aht~ in 
a c ooperative farming enterprise. On September 13, 1~ 38, 
a public ins pec tion and celebration were held at Lake Dick 
to mark the ~ompletion of construction and t~e beginning of 
operation. '· -- · - - ·:. · 

The Farm Security Atiministration selected 8Q white farm 
families from 29 Arkans a s counties to be among Lake Dick's 
first residents. Se~ection was based on recommendations by 
county officials of the Rural Rehabilitation Program. Each 
family, averaging 3. 2 4 persons, had been sharecroppers or 
tenant farme r s , and e ach was d~ sirous of agricultural, edu­
cational, and economic ada ancement. 

The Lake Dick Cooperative Association consisted of the heads 
of each resident household, with each member holding one 
sh a re of stock. This Association controlled all commercial 
and agricultural activities at Lake Di ck. As a benevolent 
cooperative, the Association leased the entire 3,453 acre 
farm from the Federal government. 

The Lake Dick Cooperative Association was responsible for 
farming the land and for operating the community's coopera­
tive services. These services inc luded a genera l store, 
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STATE 
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cotton gin , repair shop, feed and grist mi ll, sweet potat o 
curing house, syrup mill , meat processing plant, and coopera­
tive marketing facilities . Like o t her ~esettlement projects, 
the excess profits from communi ty services were divi ded among 
the project residents . 

Lake Dick was different from other resettlement projects in 
its organization and operation . Most projects were divided 
into family- size plots with each farmer responsible for his 
own 40 acres . The success or failure of each small farm ~as 
dependent on each family ' s initiative . However , Lake Dick 
was not operated this way . While each family had four acres 
for a home , yard, and small vegetable garden , the crop­
producing land itself was joint l y owned and jointly cultivated 
by all resident families . A cooperative work system was 
arranged whereby each farmer was assigned a job by the 
Association ' s elected officials . Whether a man worked in 
cultivation of the land, raising livestock, cuttimg t imber , 
or operating one of the community servi ces, he received cash 
wages bi - weekly from the Association . 

The wage - earning farmer then paid cash for all goods or 
services purchased from the Cooperative Association . As a 
member of this Association , each resident family was eli gible 
for yearly dividends from the excess ' profits of the Association 
Because work was performed cooperatively, each res i dent of 
Lake Dick was dependent on other residents ~or his livelihood . 

The Farm Security Administration planned Lake Dick as a profit 
sharing agricultural enterprise with two goals in mind : 

1 . Help a small number of capable and worthy farm 
families to achieve a better living standard by 
working cooperatively toward a single goal . 

2 . Enable farmers to share the profits , benefit 
financially and socially from the cooperative 
endeavor, and enjoy the advantages of large - scale 
farming . 

According to Mr . E . B. Whitt aker , Assistant Director of the 
Resettlement Administrat~on ' s Region VIII (Arkansas , 
Louisiana , Mississippi), Lake Dick was much more experimental 
in nature than the other resettlement farms . Other farm 
projects involved a division and redistribution of the land , 
but Lake Dick was oper ated on the basis of joint ownersh i p 
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8 . Significance (Continued - Page 3) 

and joint operation . As a project sponsored by the United 
States Government, Lake Dick ' s socialistic organizat ion 
was quite unique . Mr . Wbit t aker reported that with its 
community ownership and cooperative labor system, Lake Dick 
was the least sucdessful of the sixteen resettlement projects 
in Arkansas . 

Today about one - third of the original structures remain . 
These include 21 houses located south and southeast of the 
lake,a few of the community buildings, and the south mule 
barn . Most of the houses were sold and moved intact to 
surrounding communities . 

The remaining houses now have white aluminum siding and red 
I 

shingled roofs . Several have had additions which are in 
keeping with the simple bungalo style . The school building 
gymnasium is the most prominent structure remaining at 
Lake Dick . It is now used for sterage space, contains the 
offi~es of the Lake Dick Farming Company and houses a repai r 
shop for farm machinery . 

The Lake Dick Cooperative Associatbn was dissolved in 1946 and 
the land sold to Mr . Ben J . Altheimer of Elm Farms, Inc . 
The land which once served a socialistic farming cooperative 
is now owned and operated by a single farming concern . 
Employees of the large landowner now occupy tae houses built 
for members of a profit - sharing farming enterprise . 

Because of i t s s ocialistic organizati on and oper ation , Lake 
Dick represents a unique experience in American agricultural 
history . 
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Lake Dick has achieved historic significance within the past 50 
years, and it is of exceptional importance. The farm represents 
a socialistic agricultural experiment sponsored by the federal 
government in the 1930's. Most of these farms were established 
to lead to eventual ownership by the farmers who lived on each 
farm; however, Lake Dick was intended to be a continual coopera­
tive with the land and operations owned jointly. 

Lake Dick represents a unique experience in American agricul­
tural history because it is one of a small number of communaL 
farms established and operated by the United Stages Government. 
Lake Dick represents the most socialistically oriented of the 
many cooperative farms established in the 1930's. 

The organization and operation of Lake Dick was different from 
most other resettlement farms, and it was the only one of its 
kind seJ up in Arkansas. Unlike other resettlement projects, 
the Lake Di ck -project -was never intended to make independent 
land-owners of the resident farmers. Rather, it was planned to 
be a continuing cooperative venture with the property, work and 
profits shared equally by all residents of Lake Dick. 

A number of small frame houses are located in a semi-circle 
around the lake, with a large community building separating the 
two sections of these original houses. The remaining structures 
are a fair representation of the Lake Dick project's appearance 
in the 1930's. 
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ARKANSAS HISTORIC PRESERVATION PROGRAM ---- -
"THE OLD STATE HOUSE" 300 HEST MARKHAM 

June 5, 1975 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Office of Nomination & Review 
National Park Service 
Dept. of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

LITTLE ROCK. ARKANSAS 7:2201 
TELEPHONE - 501 371- 1639 

Thank you for your questions concerning our nomination of Lake Dick to the 
National Register of Historic PLaces. · · Our respons es are listedbelow, 
and have been incorporated into the nomination. 

(1) "Please explain why you feel the 50 year limit deserves to be 
waived." 

Lake Dick has achieved historic significance wQthin the past 50 
years, and it is of exceptional importance. The farm represents 
a socialistic agricultural experiment sponsored by the federal 
government in the 1930's. Most of these farms were established 
to lead to eventual ownership by the farmers who lived on each 
farm; however, Lake Dick was intended to be a continual cooperative 
with the land and operations owned jointly. 

(2) "Why is Lake Dick a 'unique experience in American agricultural 
history'?" 

Lake Dick represents a unique experience in American agricultural 
history because it is one of a small number of communal farms 
established and operated by the United States Government. Lake 
Dick represents the most socialistically oriented of the many 
cooperative farms established in the 1930's. 

(3) "What makes this settlement more unique than other Resettlement 
Administration projects?" 

See Section 8, page 2, paragraph 2. The 6rganization and operation 
of Lake Dick was different from most other resettlement farms, and 
it was the only one of its kind set up in Arkansas. Unlike other 
resettlement projects, the Lake Dick project was never intended to 
make independent land-owners of the resident farmers. Rather, it was 
planned to be a continuing cooperative venture with the property, 
work and profits shared equally by all residents of Lake Dick. 



Mr. Charles A. Herrington -2- June 5, 1975 

(4) "Since so many buildings have been moved, do you feel that the 
property's integrity is still intact?" 

Yes. See photographs, #1, 2 and 6. 
A number of small frame houses are located in a semi-circle 
around the lake, with a large community building separating the two 
sections of these original houses. The remaining structures are a 
fair representation of the Lake Dick project's appearance in the 
1930's. 

We feel that Lake Dick is an important historic site. It was one of the four 
cooperative farms nominated by our office, each of which has characteristics 
making it especially significant. (Dyess Colony Center - the first government 
sponsored cooperative farm in Arkansas; Plum Bayou Homestead - the first of 
the many cooperative farms in the Nation to be established by the Resettlement 
Administration; Lake View - representative of the cooperative farms established 
for Black Americans; Lake Dick - representative of the highly experimental 
communal-type farms established by the federal government.) We believe that 
each of these farms meets the criteria for inclusion on the National Register, 
and look forward to having them approved as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Dianna Kirk, Historian 
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