


7. Description Reabody School, Haverhill, Missachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X~ unaltered original site
-X_ good ruins altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Tre Reabody School, built in 18%, is ared brick structure located in the
part of Haverhill that was formerly the town of Bradford. The school house
whi ch faces south onto SalemStreet, renains in asenirural setting. To the
east and northeast of the school |ies HmVaod Genetery, originally farmand
bel onging to the Reabody famly, whose farnhouse still “stands at 172 Sal em
Street. "Aresidential area adjoins the property to the west. The school is
set back about 40 feet fromSdemStreet, on alot of approxinately 1 1/2
acres that slopes gently fromsouth to north. The school grounds are bounded
on the west and south by a stone wall, built in 1937 as a VWWR A project.

The school is aninposing structure, designed in arestrained version of
Victorian Fonanesqgue that befitteda municipal building. The 2 Y2 story
school isbuilt intothe hillside wth afully exposed basenent visible on
the rear, northern side. The bui | di ng I's capped by a hipped roof of dark gra'x
slate, intersected in the center of the front facade bya?.IJ)rOJ ecting gable.
rectan?ul ar chinmey rises fromthe center of the roof, a cornice of
corbelTed brickwork with modillion blocks runs along the roofline.

Tre front (south) facade is symmetrical and consists of acentral pavilion,
incorporating the gable, and Ianlgnré? bays. Sx long wood-franed 44 w ndows,
grouped in pairs by comnan sills lintels, characterize the first and
second floors of the pavilion. @ the basenent [evel, six snaller 44 wndows
also have sills andlintels of granite. Thecentral gable is pierced with
three short 4/4 w ndows--two narrow w ndows flanking a single wder one--that
are united by a comman granite sill andlintel. Agranite inset inscribed
with the words "Reabody School " [ies between the first and second floors in
the center of the facade.

The bays flanki ng the center pavilion are slightly set back. Each contains a
singl e round-arched w ndow on the second fl oor placed close to the pavilion
and, aPrO] ecting forward fromthe plane of the center pavilion and directly
beneath the wndow a flat-roofedsingle-story entry porch. The porches
feature boldly arched openings. T granite Steps Tead upto the wooden
doubl e doors which, |ike the w ndows, have granite sills and|lintels, and
which are recessed within the arches. The porches are enbel lished wth a band
of corbelling, beneath which is a recessed ﬁanel and a brick string course.
Decorative corbelling also enfranes the arch, and a stringcourse of granite
%:orrgsponds to the first floor wndowsills onthe central section of the
acade.

The east and west facades are three bays deep, with six long, narroww ndow e
openings symwetrically arranged. All have granite sills and lintels.

conti nued
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Basenent w ndows are progressively longer fromsouth to north, reflecting the
bui [ ding' s rear-slopi n% site. Thecornice andabrick string course above the
basenent w ndows are the only ornamentation on these facades.

The rear (north) facade lacks the projecting gable and pavilionof the front.
Because of the slightly zsaln(()fl ng grade of the site, this facade has three full
stories. Eght wndows two doors on the basenent |evel are arranged with
two wndows on each end, andthe doors on either side of the central tour
wndows. The first and second floors each have a central wndow flanked by
six banded wndows. As onthe other facades, these wndows have wood sashes
ad granite sills andlintels. Asteel skeletal frane used onthis facade
nace possible the greater area of glazing, which provided desirable north
light to the classroons.

Tre interior_of the school is divided into 3 /2 stories, including the
basenent. The first and second floors are symetrical in FI an, wthtwo
classroons along the north facade and an entry/landing hal lway al ong the south
facade. The hallways were repartitionedca 190 when bathroons and janitor's
closets were added.” The basenent |evel houses tworestroons and storage
areas. A attic story iscreated by the central gable; access is by a
stairway onthe east endof the second-story |andi n? hall. The interior
retains noch of itsoriginal wainscotting. ~The building has beenrecently
rehabilitated follow ngthe Secretary of Interior's standards for
rehabilitation and nowserves as residential space.

A chaeol ogy

Wi le no Freh| storicsites are currently recorded on the property, it is
ossible that sites nay be Present. Several sites have been reported within
he innediate area, es?eua |y onthe Merrinmack Rver. QGven the |arge | ot
size andrural useof the land prior to the construction of the school, the
potential for site survival is good, despite sone previous disturbance. Ay

surviving siteswoul d b_emﬁmflcant i n hel pi _n? to docunent the pattern of
prehistoric occupation inthis part of Haverhill.



8. Significance e Reabody Shool, Haverhill, Mssachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture _ X education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
-X  1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention X_other (specify)
Community Development
Specific dates 1895 Builder/Architect C. Willis Damon

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Reabody School retains integrity of location, design, materials,

wor knanshi p, feeling, andassociation. Built in 18% the building hol ds
historical associations with the gronth of Bradford (nowpart.of Haverhill), a
prosperous residential community tor Haverhill nanufacturers inthe late 1%th
cent ur?/_. The inposing Fonanesgue Revival -style school is awell-conceived
reflection of the educational theory of the period, with its concernfor
heal th, I|ght|nRial and thoughtful design. The Reabody School fulfils Criteria
Aand Cof the National Register of H'storic Places onthe local |evel.

The town of Bradford (annexed to Haverhill in 1897) was originally part of the
Fowey Plantation, settled in 1639, and served as agricultural land for that
coomunity. In 1572, Bradford was established as aseParate town, settled
primrily by inmgrants fromthe Bradford area of England. The area was still
agrarian, and renai ned so throughout the 18th century. Daniel Hardy, a
Bradford resident, began the nanufacture of shoes in 1760, and thereby
established a cottage industry that grewto include nost households in the
t own. Nthoug?h shoenaki ng becane an increasingly inportant part of Bradford s
ec , the Tocus of the industry was across the Merrinmack Rver in Haverhill
(established 1645). 1 n1837, wen arailroad bridge was constructed across
the river, Bradford's shoe nanufacturers noved their Pl ants to Haverhill, and
according to alate 19th century local history, "the town has been a quiet
place of residence, while its people have been anong the nost active,

I ndustrious and successful inthe Eurswt of industry."” By the 1870s,
Haverhill, onthe other hand, was known as the "Qeen Swoe City." -t

At the tine the railroad crossed the Merrimack, only three streets conprised

Bradf ord-- Andover, Salem and Qd Ferry Street. area' s focus evol ved from
agrarian toresidential, andserved as a bedroomcommunity for the
nmanufacturers of Haverhill. Athough Bradford experienced arisein

popul ation inthe second hal f of the 19th century, this was not dueto an
Influx of mmPrants, as inHaverhill'scase, for other than donestic service
there vas [ittle enpl oynent to be found there. Rather, the popul ation
increase canbe attributed to an incremental growth infanlies and to
Haverhi |l nanufacturers and nanagers wo, as they becane nore prosperous,
noved across the river to nore suburban Bradford. Bradford was arelatively
affluent town throughout the 19%th century. ° o -

Despite its eventual affluence, Bradford was slowto develop its public school

system and i nprovenents |agged behind those inHaverhill. Bradford A :

a private school founded in 1803 drewfnara/ pupils fromweal thy famlies, but
or

public facilities were mninal. ABrad resident, Arthur Hward Hall,
remnisced about his school days during the Civil Vér, conmenting on "the

cont i nued
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crudeness of the ungraded public school."” A that tine, there was
apparently just one prinary school, knom as "The Little Brick," and four
granmar schools. (G the grammar schools, only Master's School, |ocat ed near
the Bradford Tom Conman, seens to have been nore than a sinpl e one-room
school house.  Bven inthe Master's School, students fromages 8 to 18 were
acconodated inasingle large room A wes the case with nany rural or
sem-rural areas, therewere too nany snall scatteredschools, and schools -
were "therefore poorer than they need have been.” A unified and coordinated
school systemvas |acking in Bradford throughout the 1850s and 1860s, and
ischogls '/§uffered frominadequate support and untrained or poorly trained
eachers.

Tuition students fromBradford attended Haverhill Hgh Shool until 1869,
although a high school was establishedinBradford in 186. The expansion of
Bradford, corresponding as it didto the rapid gronth of Haverhill, eventually
led to the construction of rew schools.™ In 1834, the Geenleaf School, a
two-story Italianate structure, vas built to house the primry grades as well
as town offices (MR 1977). Townrecords for the year 1890 note that "for a
consi derabl e tine school censuses had shown an increase in the nuner of
school age children,"" and accordinglyconstruction was begun on the George
(ogsvel | ~School on South Man Street. A the tine of its opening in 1891,
only six of the school's ei ?ht roons vere utilized, but by 1894, all eight
were inuse and indanger of overcrowding. The tow rented an ol d engine
house on Hm Street to house the fifth grade, and once again construction of a
new school buil di n? ves taken into consideration. Later that year, the
decision ves_ nade to build a school on SAlemStreet, inthe eastern part of
Bradford. Town reports for April 25, 1894, showan appropriation of $15, 000,
and the Tom Meting voted to nene the new school FEa%oog)f i n honor of one of
Bradford's ol dest famlies. The town obtained a 1 1/2-acre parcel of |and
from John Reabody that had originally been part of his farm but ves being
used at the tine as drainage |and. Qonsiderable expense vas incurredin
draining ad grading the lot, but records report that this expense vas nore
than nade up tor inthe val ue of the stone found during the excavation of
preexisting foundations axd fence walls."

The School Cormattee sought to incorporatethe |atest in design technology to
ﬁrov! de pleasant and sanrtary school roons through ventilation, lighting, ‘ad
eat[nﬂ echniques. The introduction of a greater ciuantlty and better quality
of light was cited |nPart|cuIar as one of the School Cormittee's chief
objectives. Records of the Shool Cormttee report that 192 square feet of
|i'ght entered through the north wndows of the school. Ventilation was
facilitated by outdoor airducts, which reportedly allowed 32 cubic feet/per
student/per mnute of fresh air to penetrate each classroom Extra care was
taken to heat this air in danpand cold weather. Aso noted inthis report

conti nued
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were the sanitary benefits of the new open-air clothing racks, which replaced
the traditional cloak closets.” Heating and plunbing Systens were al so
desl?ned using the latest technol ogy. result of this concernfor
sanitation vas a technol ogical ly advanced structure that reflected the town's
affluence and growng awareness of public education needs.

The School Gonmittee inthe 18% Town Reports congratul ated Bradford onits

acquisition of the Reabody School, "which conbi nes nore points of excellence

for practical school purposes than any other school building inthis part of

the state. Al tothis tact its substantial constructionand architectural

appearance and ve have a building of which the town nay well be proud.™®

The coomttee went on to acknow edge the ?Mt of a fla?, nacke f or the school

by the Reabody famly "inrecognitionof the honor conferred upon that nene by

vote of the town placing it upon the Reabody School."” The Reabody School

VIE tp'el II ast s%bc%ol constructed by Bradford before the town's annexation by
verhill in :

The architect of the Reabody School, C WIlis Danon, vas a Haverhill resident
wo ves al so responsible for the design of a nuner of late 19th century
industrial and cormercial propertieselsewhere inthe city %I ncl udi ng several
bui I dings within the Véshington Street Soe MR District, 198). \/er?/ little
i's known about his traini n(t; or his career outside of Bradford, but i{ seens
that he vas famliar with the structural and stylistic trends of the %enod.
Hs use of a steel skeletal frame on the north (rear) elevation, which nade
possi bl e larger areas of glazing, denonstrated his know edg#]a of technol ogi cal
advances as well as his awareness of educational needs. (The other three
wal | s are of |oad-bearing nasonry construction.) The design of the building
IS a good exanpl e of a Victorian Revival style adapted to a functional plan.
The two entrance porches, which give a Ronanesque quality to the front facade,
were functional ly inportant as separate entrances for boys ad girls, a ke?/
concern at the tinme. The interior was arranged with classroons on the north
Si dteﬁ ?thup||s sat facingeast or west, so that they would receive indirect
nor i ght.

The Reabody School represents the final phase inthe growth of an independent
Bradford school system In 1897, Bradford was off|C|aI|r annexed by the city
of Haverhill, which eased overcrowding in Bradford schools. After the turn of
the century, other schools were built inBradford. The Wuod School vas
designed by Canan in 1906 and insimlar innassing to its predecessor, as are
the Kinbal [ school (ca. 1903, architect unknovm? ad the Knipe Shool (1914,
architect unknOV\ng, both of whose designs echo the concern for ight and air

evidenced inthe School .

cont i nued



MM Fonn 1»400« OMB Approvi. Ho. 1034-001%

United States Department off tlie interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

The Reabody School
Qrtinuation shest  Haverhi| 1, Missachusetts  ttemmuntw 8 Page 3
The communi ty served by the Reabody School ves a stabl e one, and has changed
very little inthe years since the school was built. The area is still
residential incharacter and has not been heavi I%/ built up. The land to the
east and north of the school, formerly part of the farm isnow
occupi ed by HmWdod Cenetery, but thé Famly farnhouse, occupied by a

; descendent, still stands at 172 SlemStreet as a remnder of the
history of the Iand.

Athough Bradford has been affected by the decline of the shoe industry since
1930, 1t never exgeuenc_ed t he economc depression and | oss of popul at'ion that
the rest of Haverhill did. Enrollnment at the Reabody School wves steady
throughout the 1970s, when the school -age popul ation as a whol e declined. The

dy School operated continuously as an elenentary school until June 1981,
wen |tthwas closed by the Gty of Haverhill. The building has stood vacant
since then.

cont i nued
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NOES
A J.D Kingsbury, Menorial Hstory of Bradford, 1883
2 Athur Hward Hall, Od Bradford School Days, 1910
3 Donald C Feenan, The Hstory of Education in Haverhill, 1970
A Unfortunately, wen Bradford becane a part of Haverhill, nany of its

records were | ost, and sotheParticul ars of the devel opnent of the

Bradford school systemare difficult totrace. See Feenan, The
H story of Education in Haverhill.

Bradford Tom Records, 1896

Annual Reports of theBradford School Cormittee, 1896

Bradford Tom Records, 189

Bradford Tom Records, 1895

o ~N O o

Bradf ord Town Records, 1896

Geogr aphi ¢ Dat a:

The nomnation i s confined to the school building and the |ot onwhich
It stands, as indicated by the red line onthe attached Assessors' Mp
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