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N. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Wilbur D. Johnson 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

33 W i l l i a m i Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Bedford 
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His to r i c American Buildings Survey 
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D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

H.4.B.S.., 801 19th St. Washington 
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801 I vth Street 
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Washington 
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7. D E S C R f P T I O N 

CONDITION 
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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A U ( I f I t n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Tftird B i s t r i c t Courthouse stands at the northeast comer of Williamf 
and Second Streets i n New Bedford. Built i n 1853, this rectangular one-
story building i s covered by a low pitched roof. The three bay main facade, 
faced with ashlar brownstone, i s situated at the pedimented gable end. 4 
f u l l entablature of saddstone runs under the pediment and at the top of the 
side walls, which are brick. The building rests on a granite ashlar 
foundation. 

The foundation of the side walls extends beyond the main facade to form 
two'granite porches. These flank the stairway leading to the entrance i n 
the center bay. On each side of the entrance i s a window beneath which is 
a balcony with sandstone balustrades, also supported by the projected foundation. 
The door and windows on this facade have molded surrounds and are topped by 
deep cornices. The cornice above the door forms the horizontal member of a 
pediment. The main entablature consists of,an architrave of three plain 
fasciae and a molded talon, a plain frieze, and a dentilled cornice. On the 
wall above the entrance and windows a panel i s inset and inerribed "Third 
District Court of Bristol." 

The f l a t brick walls of the side facades are broken into three bays by sa4h 
windows. These are recessed and are topped by simple entablatures which 
project slightly. The window s i l l s are flush with the wallsj the wall 
space between the s i l l s and the foundation is recessed. Two-stage, recessed 
panels are set above each window i n the space between the window cornices anc 
architrave. 

The foundation consists of three courses, the uppermost of which projects 
form a water table. These courses correspond to the elements comprising the 
porch balustrades. The lowest member of the foundation extends to form the 
fofcting, while the water table extends as the r a i l . The area between the 
footing and r a i l , while solid i n some sections, i s composed of granite pier 
ioalusters across the street side of the pirrches. The square newels at the 
corners echo i n granite the decorative two-stage recessed panels which appear 
in brick on the side walls. 

Two brick wings are attached to the rear facade of the Courthouse. One 
extends to the north; the other to the east. Although these are lower i n 
height than the main block many of the same decorative features are used. 
The east wing illustrates best this repetition of material and design. I t 
has a pitched roof and a pediment i n the gable. Because of the narrow width 
of the gatke end, the roof i s steeper and the pediment smaller. The entab­
lature which encircles this wing i s proportionate to the height of this extenlsion, 
and the decorative window details and recessed panels beneath the windows are 
similar to those on the side walls of the Courthouse. Even the foundation, e:ji 
i n height to that of the main block, i s composed of the same courses. 

The exterior of the building is largely unchanged, except for the added 
wings. According to the owner, the brownstone on the main facade i s "weaken­
ing quite rapidly." The interior of the structure has been somewhat altered, 
and the ovmer has restored the courtroom for the v i s i t i n g public. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The old Third District Courthouse is an integral part of the Waterfront 
Historic District in New Bedford, which has already been designated a 
National Historic Landmark. The Courthouse was constructed in 1853 to 
house the New Bedford Institution for Savings, which had been incorporited 
in 1825. From 18until 1940 (or shortly thereafter), the building 
served as the Third District Courthouse. y 

The Courthouse was bu i l t from plans drawn by Russell jisfe^ren and closely 
resembles his earlier Institution for Savings i n Providence. Warren's 
design is a rare example of a commercial building which shows the influence 
of the I t a l i a n Rena^^ance on m£d-nineteenth century American architectiire. 
ATfchough basically Greek Reveal i n style, the building carries a number 
of Renaissance Revival decorative details. The Courthouse is one of the 
two buildings i n the Waterfront Historic District designed by an architect c 
some renownj the other i s the U.S. Customs House by Robert fCJ.ls, which 
faces the Courthouse across the intersection fof Second and William Streets. 
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C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

H . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Anne R. Wardwell, Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts Historical Commission Aiigii.st ? 6 , 1971 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I lOW 

JSa&SL 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

National | | State L o c a l • 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P/esetvation 

SEP 2 8 1971 
Date 

Tit le 

Date 

of the Commonwealth & Chrm 
issachuoetts Historical Commiss 

A T T E S T : 

; on 

March 18, 1971 Date 

Keeper of The National Register 
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H90>MR Oct<^r 39, 1968 

Mr. Wilbur D. Johnson 
Jolmstm** Inc . 
33 William Street 
Naur Bedford, Mlis«acfa«setts 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Thank you for sending us the additional inforsuition on the 
Third 0>istrlct Ccp^r^ Knndtna In New Bedford. Wc shall 
incorporate i t into our f i l e s . 

In answer to your questions, the entire New Bedford Historic 
iMLstrict i s in the National Register, even though i t nay include 
a few DMk-historic buildings that would not be eligible for 
Psderal grants-in-aid. Dr. Hale i s aware that when this grant-
in-aid program i s funded, i t w i l l be largely the responsibility 
of the Massachusetts Historical Ceoaission to rec<auMnd which 
properties in the d i s t r i c t (aind in the entire CoBMHiwealth) 
shmild receive the highest priority for assistance. However, 
the program has not yet been funded, and therefore no funds are 
available for individual preservation projects. 

Judging from his mention of other potential sources of assistance 
Dr. Hale seems to be very interested l a helping you. We wish ymi 
well in jfour efforts to preserve your building. 

We are enclosing the other material you requested. 

Sincerely yours. 

Russell V. Keune (Sgd.) 

Russell V. Keuae 
Assistant Keeper of the 

National Register 

BncInsures 

cc: 
Beg iBiiaS»Biâ ffiR£̂ '̂ )QnS«fcl̂ ¥̂ '£S) 
Dr. Richard Hale 
Regional Director, Northeast 

HR 

JLRogers:jah 10/29 



August 27, 1971 

The Office of Archeology and H i s t o r i c 
Preservation 

National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Attention: Mrs, Sally Marusin 

REGISTERED MAIL 

Dear Sirs, 

Enclosed are National Register submissions f o r : 

Rotch Counting House, New Bedford 

Old Third D i s t r i c t Court House, New Bedford 

Loammi Baldwin Mansion, Woburn 

Twin Lights, Thacher's Island 

Old African Meetinghouse, Boston 

Merrell Tavern, Lee 

Pelham Town Hall Complex, Pelham 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e for submission by the Kafciachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liaison O f f i c e r . 

Sincerely yours. 

Richard W. Hale, Jr. 
Acting Cliairman 

RWH:aw Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

0 W\ 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE lOiSSIUCSOSSTTS 

Date Entered SFP 2 8 1971 

Name 

Old Third Di s tr i c t Ocmrthcmse 

Location 

New Bedford 
Bristol county 

Motch Counting House Bedford 
Bristol County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

Hon. Edward N. Brooke 
Hon. Bastings Keith 

Director, Northeast Region 

MCMeans:mm 9/22/71 

State Liaieoa Officer 
Hon. Jolui F . X. Davoren 
Seeretary of the On—niealth 
Chairman, MassatAnsetta Bistorieal 

Cosmtission 
Office of the Secretary 
State House 
Boston, MaJMMcfaitMttS 02133 


