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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

11. NAME

C OMMON:

Old Third District Courthouse
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Institution for Savings

LOCATION

STREET ANDNUMBER:

Second and William” Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Nev Bedford

STATE:

Mass.
COUNTY:
Bristol
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

Cong, District 12

COUNTY:

Mass.
{o*¢ CLASStFICATION

CATEGORY
(Check  One)

21.

OWNERSHIP

District [2 Building Public Public Acquisition:

£3 Private I 1 1In Process

Site Q Structure

Object Both

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural i I Government Pork

n Commercial I | Industrial | | Private Residence

1 | Educational Military | | Religious

I | Entertainment Xn Museum I i Scientific

N. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:
Wilbur D. Johnson
STREET AND NUMBER:
33 Williami

CITY OR TOWN:

New Bedford
5. LOCATJON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Bristol County Reg-i.stry nf TiP.Pr\</

STREET AND NUMBER:

Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Nev Bedford

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1961 A

RECORDS:

Federal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY

H.4.B.S.., 801 19th St. Washington

STREET AND NUMBER:

801 | vth Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

[ | Being Considered

Bristol

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

STATUS

rX Occupied Yes:

11 Unoccupied OS Restricted

(3 Preservation work [ 1 Unrestricted
No

jy apptm’'t

I | Comments

in progress

11 Transportation

Other (Specify)

Mass.

25

STATE

Mass. o5

State County Local

z0 pI-

o AMNO



7.

DESCRfPTION
(Check One)

Excellent Good Q Fair ¢ Deteriorated ¢ Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
Altered (3 Unaltered ¢« Moved 13 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAU (If Ithown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tftird Bistrict Courthouse stands at the northeast comer of WIIlianf
and Second Streets i n New Bedford. Built in 1853, this rectangular one-
story buildingi s covered by al owpitched roof. The three bay nain facade,
faced with ashlar brownstone, i s situated at the pedinmented gable end. 4
full entablature of saddstone runs under the pedinent and at the top of the
side walls, which arebrick. The buildingrests on a granite ashlar
f oundati on.
The foundation of the side walls extends beyond the main facade t oform
two' granite porches. These flank the stairway leading t othe entrance i n
the center bay. n each side of the entrance i s a wi ndow beneath whichi s
a bal cony with sandstone bal ustrades, also supported by the projected foundation.
The door and windows onthis facade have nol ded surrounds and ar etopped by
deep cornices. The cornice above the door forns the horizontal nenber of a
pediment. The main entablature consists of,an architrave of three plain
fasciae and a nolded talon, a plain frieze, and a dentilled cornice. O the
wal | above the entrance and wi ndows a panel i s inset andinerribed"Third m
District Court of Bristol." m
The flat brick walls of the side facades ar ebroken into three bays by sash
wi ndows. These ar erecessed and ar etopped by sinple entabl atures which
project slightly. Thew ndowsills areflush with the walls] the wall
space between the sills andthe foundation i s recessed. Two-stage, recessed
panel s ar e set above each windowi nthe space between the w ndow cornices anc
architrave. 20
The foundation consists of three courses, the uppernost of which projects to,
forma water table. These courses correspond t othe elements conprising t he
porch balustrades. The |owest nenber of the foundation extends toformthe
fofcting, while the water table extends as the rail. The area between t he
footing and rail, while solid i nsone sections, i s conposed of granite pier
ioalusters across the street side of the pirrches. The square newels at the
corners echo i ngranite the decorative two-stage recessed panels which appear
in brick onthe side walls.
Two brick wings areattached t othe rear facade of the Courthouse. Qe
extends t othe north; theother t othe east. Although these are |ower i n
hei ght than the main block nmany of the sane decorative features are used.
The east wing illustrates best this repetition of material and design. | t
has a pitched roof and a pedinent i nthe gable. Because of the narrow width
of the gatke end, the roof i s steeper and the pediment smaller. The entab-
| ature which encircles this wing i s proportionate t othe height of this extenlsion,
and the decorative wi ndowdetails and recessed panels beneath the wi ndows are
simlar t othose onthe side walls of the Courthouse. Even the foundation, eji
in height tothat of the main block, i s conposed of the sane courses.
The exterior of the buildingi s largely unchanged, except for the added
wings. According t othe owner, the browstone on the nmain facade i s "weaken-
ing quiterapidly." The interior of the structure has been somewhat altered,
and the ovner has restored the courtroomfor the visiting public.
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6. Representation i nexistingsurveys
Inventory of the historic assets of the conmonweal t h State 1971

Massachusetts Historical Conmssion, Office of the Secretary
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 025



E siekiFicancs
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian 1 . 16th Century . 18fh Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century £] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol | t Education . Political I 1 Urban Planning
I 1 Prehistoric | | Engineering . Religion/Phi. [2 Other (Specify)
Historic I | Industry losophy gOVGt nnent
I | Agriculture I | Invention | 1| Science
11

1x1 Architecture

Londscope I | Sculpture

Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
fy\' Commerce r~I Literature itarian
\' I Communications . Military . Theoter

I | Conservation Music | 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

TheoldThird District Courthouse isanintegral part of the Waterfr
Historic District inNewBedford, which has already been designated a
Nat i onal Hi storic Landmark. The Courthouse was constructed in1853to
house the NewBedford Institution for Savi ngs, which hadbeen i ncor por
inl1825. From18until 1940 (or shortly thereafter), the building
served astheThird District Courthouse. y

The Courthouse was built fromplans drawn by Russell jisfe’ren and cl osely
resenbles hisearlier Institution for Savings i nProvidence. Warren's
design i sarare exanple of a conmercial building which shows the influence
of the ltalian Rena™*ance on ntd-nineteenth century American architectiire.

ATt chough basically Geek Reveal i nstyle, the building carries a nunber
of Renai ssance Revival decorative details. The Courthouse i s one of the
two buildings i nthe Waterfront Historic District designed by an architect c
sone renownj the other i sthe US Qustons House by Robert fCJ.ls, which
faces t he Courthouse across the intersection fof Second andW | liam Streets.



9 MVIOR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL ReFERENCES
Hurd, D Hamlton. History of Bristol County, 1888.

Urban Renewal Denonstration Project. Manuscript "Preservation and
Rehabilitation, Historic Commercial Areas.” New Bedford, 1967.

10 GEC3RAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes  Seconds
NW
o 1 !
\E 41 °38 09 ?0 % '"28 12
SE
W
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: less thah oTIQ
iLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
CODE COUNTY m
m
COUNTY:
COUNTY : z
H
70
H. FORM PREPARED BY
N AME AND TITLE:
n

Anne R. Wardwell, Survey Director

ORGANI ZATION

M assachusetts Historical Commision Aiigii.st 26, 1971

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston JSa&SL
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA | IOW NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National | | State Local . SEP 28 :IQZI_

Date

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P/esetvation

ATTEST:
of the Commonweal th & Chrm

issachuoetts Historical Canmiss. .
Title '

Keeper of The National Register

Date

Date March 18, 1971












UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with  photograph)

1I
Ad Third District Courthouse
Institution for Savings

AND/OR HISTORIC:
%. LOCATI ON"
STREET AND NUMBER:

u Second and W | 1iam Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

New Bedford
COUN TY:

I'iass. 25 Bristol
PHOTO Rt:FERENCE"
PHOTO CREDI T: HABS
DATE OF PHOTO: 1961

LU NEGATIVE FILED AT:
H.A.B.J

MEMTIFICATJION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION. ETC.

South and East facades

STATE

Mass.

COUNTY

Bristol
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY

NUMBER

DATE

f

J



j.vn Par\...

' Fish
‘Island

Ca TH), AA.  RODMAN 2.3 MI

>QUTH ZIARTMOUJH 2.5 MI.
<X« 5000 6000 1000 r-££
1

L 10 FEET

—DATUM IS MEAN .JW WATER
«"ATE d <E OF ME;-. n.uM WATER
ROXIMAfretY 3.7 FEET

tEY. WASh NGTON. D.C 20242

FAYAYAYAN
\V\¢c A - =4 Ti>N t MeNASH.
!/ Crow/
! Island

TH RD DI STRI CT GOURTHOLEE (1 NSTI TUTI ON FQOR
SAVI NGS)

USGS New Bedford, North, Mass.

Scal e 1: 24,000 70'52".
Date: 1964
Sute Route
QUADRANGLE LOCATION NEVV BEDFORD NORTH MA%

N4137.5 —W7052.5/7.5
1964



HI>MR Oct<”™r 39, 1968

Mr. Wilbur D. Johnson
Jolmstm** Inc.

33 WIlliam Street

Nur Bedf ord, Mis«acfa«setts

Dear M. Johnson:

Thank you for sending us the additional inforsuition on the
Third 0>istrlct Gp™”™ Knndtna In Nw Bedford. W shall
incorporate it into our files.

In answer to your questions, the entire New Bedford Historic
IMstrict is in the National Register, even though it nay include
a few DMk-historic buildings that would not be eligible for
Psderal grants-in-aid. Dr. Hale is aware that when this grant-
in-aid programis funded, it will be largely the responsibility
of the Massachusetts Historical Ceoaission to rec<auMhd which
properties in the district (aind in the entire CoBVH weal th)
shmld receive the highest priority for assistance. However,
the program has not yet been funded, and therefore no funds are
avail able for individual preservation projects.

Judging fromhis nention of other potential sources of assistance
Dr. Hale seens to bhe very interested | a helping youu W wsh ym
well in jfour efforts to preserve your building.

W are enclosing the other material you requested.

Sincerely yours.

Russel |l V. Keune (Sgd.)

Russel | V. Keuae
Assi stant Keeper of the
National Register

Bncl nsur es

cc:
Beg i BiaSH aMfi FEM ) (hSd cl "¢V £9
D. Richard Hale
Regi onal Director, Northeast
R

JLRogers:jah  10/29



August 27, 1971

The Office of Archeol ogy and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

801 19th Street, NW

Washington, D C 20006

Attention: Ms, Sally Marusin
REQ STEHRED MAI L
Dear Sirs,

Encl osed are National Register subm ssions for:

Rot ch Counting House, New Bedford

Od Third District Court House, New Bedford
Loamm Bal dwi n Mansi on, Wburn

Twin Lights, Thacher's Island

O d African Meetinghouse, Boston

Merrell Tavern, Lee

Pel ham Town Hal | Conpl ex, Pel ham

These have been declared eligible for subm ssionby the Kafciachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Conmmission and designatedthe State Liaison Officer.

Sincerely yours.

Richard W Hale, Jr.
Acting Cliairmn
RM aw Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion



BENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL  FEQ STHER
STATE |OISSIUCSOSSTTS
Date Entered P 28 191

Name Location

Old Third District Ocmrthcmse Na'vaedford
Bristol county

Mbt ch Counting House Bedf or d
Bristol County

Al'so Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Liaieoa Officer
Hon. Edward N Brooke Hon. Jolui F. X. Davoren
Hon. Bastings Keith Seeretary of the On—niealth
Chairman, MassatAnsetta Bistorieal
Director, Northeast Region Cosmtission
Office of the Secretary
MOMeans: nm 9/ 22/ 71 State Hous

Boston, MalMMdaitMttS 02133



