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Ue  Present Residence

Original Resi den ce
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1684

do cument s; Watkins' Mi aai eton

Source Hi story, visual analysis
Styl e First Period
Architect Unknown

Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboards

Qut bui I di ngs None

My or Alterations (with dates) Leanto adde
before 1700; leanto raised"T! 2 SITTIT e
19th c¢; additions east and west of

| eanto, roor rebuilt , rearrangea red-
estratipn and bow wi ndow added to fron

late 19th~c: nT"~"

Condition Good
Mo No Dae N/A
AcCreace 1.08 acre

Settina Faces south at an angle off 01
South Main St., now by-passed by new
commercial highway', abutting the Full

family cemetery and modern residences

Recorded by Richard — Candee

Oroanizaticn Boston University

Dae Mav 1986



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Caraauruty: Fom Na

MASSACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMANSION MIDDLETON 75
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Name Thomas Fuller
House

Indicate each item o inventory fonn which is being continued beow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Thomas Fuller House retains integrity of location, design, setting,
material, workmanship, feeling and association. In its structural
carpentry it enmDodies distinctive framing and decorative
characteristics of seventeenth century constructionthat makei t
eligible under Criterion C The sanme characteristics also indicate
that further research my yield additional informationimportant to the
history of First Period architecture in Massachusetts, thus the
property is also eligible under Criterion D

The wuse of transverse summers supported with posts and acting as
binding beans on the first floor can be found in a smaller nunber of
Massachusetts First Period houses than those with sumrers acting as
bridging beans running in a longitudinal direction from end to chimey
girts, These include the 1680s addition to the Whipple House in

| pswich, the pre-1681 Pickman House in Salem the Balch House in
Beverly, and the later c¢.1715 Parson Barnard House in North Andover

[1].

This is significant for the 1684 Fuller House is the earliest in
Mi ddl eton with this feature and |ocated at the northerly end of the

road |ater extended from Salem to Andover. In the following vyear
Thomas Fuller was appointed "an overseer of the highways from his house
to Andover bounds." Other documents confirm the hail and parlor plan
of the house and the existence of a leanto by 1690. [2] Thus the
house contributes to the continuity of that pattern both in date and
geographic location. The chamfer stop is of an unusual (perhaps

uni que) combination of elements related to type B but with a wide
collar like those in type C normally associated with quarter round
chamfers. | f the boxing of the west side were removed for

investigation, the house mi ght yield more information about the
decorative treatments of late seventeenth century fram ng menmbers and
the spacing of ceiling joists in the 1680s.

SETTI NG
The house faces south at an angel off O'd South Main Street, now

bypassed by a new commercial highway, abutting the Fuller family
graveyard and modern residential properties.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Thomas Fuller House is a two and one half story, central chimey
plan, house with evenly spaced fenestration in the five-bay facade to

which a projecting one-story gabled entry lobby was |ater added. The
end wall's originally had one wi ndow on each floor, although a Victorian
bow wi ndow was added to the western first floor room and wi ndow

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin
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openings enlarged on thefirst floor facade and t hesecond story west

end. Behind thetwo original front rooms, a ieanto was added, perhaps
as early as 1690 or possible replacing one of that period. | t was

later raised toa second story i nthe19th century. Perhaps at the
sane time theroof was rebuilt, probably reusing six old principal
rafters and purlins. Two shed roofed additions extend from raised rear
|l eanto otf thewestern end, t henearest incorporatinga hipped roof
porch covering theside door. A small gabled addition projects to the

east end of t herear |eanto. The wooded clapboards survive having
recently been re-exposed after theremoval of synthetic siding. The
brick chimney stack i seither original or of later First Period
construction.

MAJCR FI RST PERI CD FEATURES

The First Period framng of therooms on either side of thecentral
chimney i sunusual for having transverse sunmmers on thefirst floor,
matching theposition of those acting as ties on t hesecond floor.
These ar esupported by two-story posts centered between t he corner
posts of each room creating two bays approxi mately 7' wide i neach
room The sumrer and ti e beam i st hewestern half ar eexposed beneath
the plastered ceilings hiding thejoists: both areabout 8 1/2 wide and
t.hus depthwise beans typical of the Salem area. They ar e decorated
with 2" wide flat chamfers terminating with a collar 1 3/4 " long and a
3 long raised cove stop with reported crosscuts on thecove. [1] This
unusual combination appears at both stories. O t hesecond story al |
the posts areflared t oa shoulder have a 1 1/4" bevel and taper stop.
The wupper end girt also has a simple bevel, as do t hefirst floor and
rear plates where exposed.

W de winder stairs ar e sheathed with plain pine vertical boardsi n

front of thebrick chimney stack. The eastern rooms, extant i n 1690
according t odocumentary reference, now have |ater boxing over t he
second floor flare and shoulder and t hesummer and ti e may be identical
beneath t helater boxing. The kitchen fireplace has been opened on t he
east side and i s 10' wide between t heold jambs with a rear beehive

oven at t henorth corner. *The cellar contains t hemassive stone

chimey base and t hefirst floor i ssupported by wide squared sleepers
running longitudinally.
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