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Town M i d d l e t o n . 

Address O l d S o u t h M a i n S t r e e t 

Historic Name L i e u t . Thomas F u l l e r 

House 

R e s i d e n c e 

Re s i den ce 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1684 
do cument s; Watkins' M i a a i e t o n 

Source H i s t o r y , v i s u a l a n a l y s i s 

Styl e F i r s t P e r i o d 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterations (with dates) Leanto adde 
b e f o r e 1700; l e a n t o r a i s e d "T7! 2 STTTTT'e 
19th c ; a d d i t i o n s east and west of 
l e a n t o , r o o r r e b u i l t , r e arrangea r e <L -
e s t r a t i p n and bow window added to f r o n 
l a t e 19th~c: nT"^ 
C o n d i t i o n Good 

Moved N o Date N/A 

Acreace 1.08 a c r e 

Settina Faces south at an angle o f f 01 

South Main S t . , now by-passed by new 

commercial highway', a b u t t i n g the F u l l 

f a m i l y cemetery and modern residences 

Recorded by R i c h a r d Candee 

O r o a n i z a t i c n B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date Mav 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Thomas F u l l e r House r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , d e s i g n , s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I n i t s s t r u c t u r a l 
c a r p e n t r y i t emDodies d i s t i n c t i v e f r a m i n g and d e c o r a t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t make i t 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a l s o i n d i c a t e 
t h a t f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h may y i e l d a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n i m p o r t a n t t o the 
h i s t o r y of F i r s t P e r iod a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Massachusetts, thus the 
p r o p e r t y i s a l s o e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n D. 

The use of t r a n s v e r s e summers support e d w i t h p osts and a c t i n g as 
b i n d i n g beams on the f i r s t f l o o r can be found i n a s m a l l e r number of 
Massachusetts F i r s t P e r iod houses than those w i t h summers a c t i n g as 
b r i d g i n g beams r u n n i n g i n a l o n g i t u d i n a l d i r e c t i o n from end to chimney 
g i r t s . These i n c l u d e the 1680s a d d i t i o n t o the Whipple House i n 
I p s w i c h , the pre-1681 Pickman House i n Salem, t h e Balch House i n 
B e v e r l y , and the l a t e r c.1715 Parson Barnard House i n N o r t h Andover 

[ 1 ] . 

This i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r the 1684 F u l l e r House i s the e a r l i e s t i n 
M i d d l e t o n w i t h t h i s f e a t u r e and l o c a t e d at the n o r t h e r l y end of the 
road l a t e r extended from Salem t o Andover. I n t h e f o l l o w i n g year 
Thomas F u l l e r was a p p o i n t e d "an overseer of the highways from h i s house 
to Andover bounds." Other documents c o n f i r m the h a i l and p a r l o r plan 
of the house and the e x i s t e n c e of a l e a n t o by 1690. [ 2 ] Thus the 
house c o n t r i b u t e s to the c o n t i n u i t y of t h a t p a t t e r n both i n date and 
geographic l o c a t i o n . The chamfer stop i s of an unusual (perhaps 
unique) c o m b i n a t i o n of elements r e l a t e d t o type B but w i t h a wide 
c o l l a r l i k e those i n type C n o r m a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h q u a r t e r round 
chamfers. I f the boxing of the west s i d e were removed f o r 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n , the house might y i e l d more i n f o r m a t i o n about the 
d e c o r a t i v e t r e a t m e n t s of l a t e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y f r a m i n g members and 
the s p a c i n g of c e i l i n g j o i s t s i n the 1680s. 

SETTING 

The house faces south at an angel o f f Old South Main S t r e e t , now 
bypassed by a new commercial highway, a b u t t i n g t h e F u l l e r f a m i l y 
g r a v e y a r d and modern r e s i d e n t i a l p r o p e r t i e s . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Thomas F u l l e r House i s a two and one h a l f s t o r y , c e n t r a l chimney 
p l a n , house w i t h evenly spaced f e n e s t r a t i o n i n the f i v e - b a y facade to 
which a p r o j e c t i n g o n e - s t o r y gabled e n t r y lobby was l a t e r added. The 
end wall's o r i g i n a l l y had one window on each f l o o r , a l t h o u g h a V i c t o r i a n 
bow window was added t o the w e s t e r n f i r s t f l o o r room and window 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoin 
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openings enl a r g e d on the f i r s t f l o o r facade and the second s t o r y west 
end. Behind the two o r i g i n a l f r o n t rooms, a i e a n t o was added, perhaps 
as e a r l y as 1690 or p o s s i b l e r e p l a c i n g one of t h a t p e r i o d . I t was 
l a t e r r a i s e d t o a second s t o r y i n the 19th c e n t u r y . Perhaps at the 
same time the roof was r e b u i l t , p r o b a b l y r e u s i n g s i x o l d p r i n c i p a l 
r a f t e r s and p u r l i n s . Two shed r o o f e d a d d i t i o n s extend from r a i s e d r e a r 
l e a n t o o t f the western end, the n e a r e s t i n c o r p o r a t i n g a hipped roof 
porch c o v e r i n g the s i d e door. A s m a l l gabled a d d i t i o n p r o j e c t s t o the 
east end of the re a r l e a n t o . The wooded clapboards s u r v i v e having 
r e c e n t l y been re-exposed a f t e r the removal of s y n t h e t i c s i d i n g . The 
b r i c k chimney s t a c k i s e i t h e r o r i g i n a l or of l a t e r F i r s t P e r i o d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The F i r s t P e riod f r a m i n g of the rooms on e i t h e r s i d e of the c e n t r a l 
chimney i s unusual f o r having t r a n s v e r s e summers on the f i r s t f l o o r , 
matching t h e p o s i t i o n of those a c t i n g as t i e s on the second f l o o r . 
These are supported by t w o - s t o r y posts c e n t e r e d between the corner 
posts of each room, c r e a t i n g two bays a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7' wide i n each 
room. The summer and t i e beam i s t h e western h a l f are exposed beneath 
the p l a s t e r e d c e i l i n g s h i d i n g t h e j o i s t s : both are about 8 1/2 wide and 
t.hus depthwise beams t y p i c a l of the Salem area. They are decorated 
w i t h 2" wide f l a t chamfers t e r m i n a t i n g w i t h a c o l l a r 1 3/4 " long and a 
3" long r a i s e d cove s t o p w i t h r e p o r t e d c r o s s c u t s on the cove. [ 1 ] This 
unusual c o m b i n a t i o n appears at both s t o r i e s . On the second s t o r y a l l 
the posts are f l a r e d t o a should e r have a 1 1/4" bevel and ta p e r s t o p . 
The upper end g i r t a l s o has a simple b e v e l , as do the f i r s t f l o o r and 
re a r p l a t e s where exposed. 

Wide winder s t a i r s are sheathed w i t h p l a i n pine v e r t i c a l boards i n 
f r o n t of the b r i c k chimney s t a c k . The e a s t e r n rooms, e x t a n t i n 1690 
ac c o r d i n g t o documentary r e f e r e n c e , now have l a t e r boxing over the 
second f l o o r f l a r e and sh o u l d e r and t h e summer and t i e may be i d e n t i c a l 
beneath the l a t e r b o x i n g . The k i t c h e n f i r e p l a c e has been opened on t h e 
east s i d e and i s 10' wide between t h e o l d jambs w i t h a r e a r beehive 
oven at the n o r t h c o r n e r . *The c e l l a r c o n t a i n s t h e massive stone 
chimney base and t h e f i r s t f l o o r i s su p p o r t e d by wide squared s l e e p e r s 
r u n n i n g l o n g i t u d i n a l l y . 

REFERENCES 

1. Cummings, Framed Houses, p.54. 
2. Watkins, M i d d l e t o n , pp. 1 5 3-4 , 155-1 59 . 
3. Lura Woodsiae W a t k i n s , M i d d l e t o n , Massachusetts, A C u l t u r a l H i s t o r y , 
(Salem: .Essex I n s t i t u t e , 1 9 7 0) , p.154 based on v i s i t by Abbott L o w e l l 
Cummings and John Cole. 
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