FormNo. 10-300 (Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SRVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES  FF“FVFP
INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED FP s ge

FOR NPS USE ONLY

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

INAME

HISTORIC Peak House

AND/OR COMMON
same

LOCATION
STREETENUMBER 347 Main Street

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN i CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Medfield VICINITY OF 10th

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
M assachusetts 025 Norfolk 021

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_D ISTRICT —PUBLIC —OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE 2-MUSEUM
"BUILOING(S) *'E-PRIVATE JE-UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT ~ —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS JCYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NoO —MILITARY —OTHER

[OWNER OF PROPERTY
MNE  Medfield Historical Society

STREET* NUMBER

¢/o M, Paul Hurd, President, 3 WestviewRoad

CITY. TOWN STATE

Medfield VICINITY OF MAsRachui~Pttc, 020-52
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. Registry of Deeds, Norfol k County

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC

STREETS NUMBER .
650 High Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
Dedham M assachusetts >

[REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS
TTIE Inventory of theHistoric Assets of t he Commonweal th

DATE

1967

DEPOSITORY FOR . . . .
sURvEY Recorps MBissachusetts Historical Conm ssion

-FEDERAL ?_STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

CITY. TOWN Boston STATE
M assachusetts



IDESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X-EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XMORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS A"ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Peak House i s a typical ITth century cottage of a one-roomplan. 1t s
most unusual and salient feature isits exceptionally steep pitched roof,

whi ch, according t oAbhott Lowell Qummings of the Society for the Preserva-
tion of NewEngland Antiquities, isthe highest 17th century roof pitchon
record. | twasfromthis feature that the house derived the nane "Peak"

by which it has been known f or a hundred years. The house i s one and one- hal f
stories and has anattic which has been formed by coveringover the collar
beans of the roof.

The Peak House i s 24feet |ong by 14feet 10inches wide and neasures 10 feet
fromthe grovind t ot he eaves and 12 feet fromthe eaves tothetop of the
roof. The four exterior walls and the roof are covered with wooden shingles.
The eight windovj openings arefxirnished with restored casenment sash, having
di anond- shaped | eaded panes. The batten door at t hesouthern facade of the
house i s characteristic of 17th century doors with vertical boards on the
exterior and horizontal boards ontheir interior.

The large main roomof the first floor i sillumnated bythree w ndows. A
smal | roombehind the fireplace wall contains another w ndow and a door
which opens t ot hecellar stairs.

The cellar has adirt floor andwalls of fieldstone set with [ime nortar.

In the northeast corner under thestairwaythereis a section laid dry (with-
out nortal) which nay well represent the original condition. | n the center of
the cellar i sastone andbrick arch of the |8th century which supports the
restored fireplace and chim?”.

An encl osed staircase leads t ot hesecond floor fromthe first floor entry.
The second floor consists of one |arge roomwith aw ndow i n each end and
an exposed, tapering chimmey. A steep, open, |adder-like set of stairs |eads

to thethird or attic story which contains small, dianond paned |eaded w ndows
at the east and west ends.

Al of the interior walls of the first and second stories are sheathed with
horizontal boards, those at the west end of the house being original and nicely
mol ded. Early, if not original, sheathingi s also apparent onthe southeast

wal | of thestairwell. The four corner posts are shoul dered or flared, having

a "gunstock" profile. Thecentral sixnmer beami s chanfered, and t hejoists which
are franmed into it and which formthe support of the floor of the second story
appear t o have been cut by anearly up-and-downsawm|l. Thefirst and second
floors arelaid with wide hoards i ndouble |ayers.

The frame of the roof i s exposed and noteworthy for the sophistication of its
jointing system Therafters arebridle-jointed at their apex. Mortise and
tenon joints areused for those collar beans which arefooted i nthe end girts
(serving as tie beans) and which, therefore, resist conpression. Dovetail tenons
are used for those collars which arehoused i nrafters bird-nouthed over the plate
and which, lacking atie beam arei n tension.
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The architectural significance of the Peak House i s noteworthy on
several counts. First, the house i s one of the fewsurviving exanpl es
of the one-room one-and-one-half story type which was once the nost
conmon form of dwelling built bythe early settlers i nthe 17th century.
Today the majority of these cottages have been added t oor drastically
altered through the years.

There i s no surviving evidence that thechimey of the Peak House was
originally locatedinits traditional position at one end of the single-room
house. Current opinionis that the Peak House nay exhibit an unusual

pl anning convention as yet little known.

In addition toits unusually high pitch, the roof of the Peak House nay
be theearliest known exanpl e of aroof form consisting entirely of
principal rafters without piorlins. According to Abhott L. Qunm ngs,

no inmediate English precedent for such aroof formis know and i t

nay be afl. i nnovative devel opment of inland Massachusetts comunities.

im 1~ A Peak House was t horoughly restored with the advice of WIliam
Surmer AppJ”on of the Society for the Preservation of NewEngland Antiquities,
and his photographic and documentary records of that restoration are onfile
in the SANEA library. Thus t he house takes its place anong the earliest
exanpl es of historic preservation.and isatribute toM. Appleton's fore-

t hought and wi sdomi n recogni zi ng the ki nds of questions which mght be

asked by | ater generations.

Today the Peak House i s a nuseumof colonial living admnistered by the
Medfield Historical Society. The basic framework of the house which was
essentially unaltered duringthe restoration serves as an inportant

| aboratory for the study of colonial construction nethods. The position
of the house (facing south) further illustrates the wisdomof the original
settlers intaking advantage of solar heat. Denonstrations of various
aspects of colonial [ife, such as spinningsind weaving, also contribute
to the understanding of early American culture.

The Peak House, huilt 1 nl677 for Benjamn Oa;i4, remained i nthe Cark
fam |y Tontil 1818. For three generations nenbers of the Clark famly
played anactive role i nlocal andstate government. Benjamn Cark
was a Selectman from 1685 t 0 1712 and Seth Clark i ms Town Treasurer and
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Selectman in the Medfield town government. Wlliam$S Tilden's
History of Medfield (1887) described Seth, Jr. as"one of the
nost influential nenintow." Seth, Jr. also served as a
Representative tothe General Court i nl765 and i nl768, and
was a delegate t othe historic Provincial Congress i n 1775»

The Peak House was occupied by other famlies throughout the

19th century and a photograph of the 1880*s shows i t attractively
furnished inthecurrent Victorianfashion. 1 n1924the house was
donated byjthe ownerj”j~ederidc M Smth tothe Medfield Historical
Society whoTrestored it for futtire generations.

| TEM NLMEER 9

Society for Preservation of NewEngland Antiquities. Vital Records
of Medfield, Mass. to183Q Boston, 1903, at Medfield His-
torical Society, 6 Pleasant Street, Medfield, Mssachusetts.

United States Department of Interior, Office of National Parks, Buildings,
and Reservations, Branch of Plans and Design, 2blueprints of
Peak House, Historic Buildings Survey #2-77] 2 photographs by
Arthur C Haskell, Cctober 1934i Library of Congress nunbers
34907-1-1 and 34907- 1- 2.
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