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The Peak House i s a typical ITth century cottage of a one-room plan. I t s 
most unusual and salient feature is i t s exceptionally steep pitched roof, 
which, according to Abhott Lowell Cummings of the Society for the Preserva­
tion of New England Antiquities, is the highest 17th century roof pitch on 
record. I t was from this feature that the house derived the name "Peak" 
by which i t has been known for a hundred years. The house is one and one-half 
stories and has an a t t i c which has been formed by covering over the collar 
beams of the roof. 

The Peak House is 24 feet long by 14 feet 10 inches wide and measures 10 feet 
from the grovtnd to the eaves and 12 feet from the eaves to the top of the 
roof. The four exterior walls and the roof are covered with wooden shingles. 
The eight windovj openings are fxirnished with restored casement sash, having 
diamond-shaped leaded panes. The batten door at the southern facade of the 
house is characteristic of 17th century doors with vertical boards on the 
exterior and horizontal boards on their interior. 

The large main room of the f i r s t floor i s illuminated by three windows. A 
small room behind the fireplace wall contains another window and a door 
which opens to the cellar stairs. 

The cellar has a d i r t floor and walls of fieldstone set with lime mortar. 
In the northeast corner under the stairway there i s a section laid dry (with­
out mortal) which may well represent the original condition. In the center of 
the cellar i s a stone and brick arch of the l8th century which supports the 
restored fireplace and chimn^. 

An enclosed staircase leads to the second floor from the f i r s t floor entry. 
The second floor consists of one large room with a window in each end and 
an exposed, tapering chimney. A steep, open, ladder-like set of stairs leads 
to the third or a t t i c story which contains small, diamond paned leaded windows 
at the east and west ends. 

A l l of the interior walls of the f i r s t and second stories are sheathed with 
horizontal boards, those at the west end of the house being original and nicely 
molded. Early, i f not original, sheathing is also apparent on the southeast 
wall of the stairwell. The four corner posts are shouldered or flared, having 
a "gunstock" profile. The central sixmmer beam is chamfered, and the joists which 
are framed into i t and which form the support of the floor of the second story 
appear to have been cut by an early up-and-down sawmill. The f i r s t and second 
floors are laid with wide hoards i n double layers. 

The frame of the roof i s exposed and noteworthy for the sophistication of i t s 
jointing system. The rafters are bridle-jointed at their apex. Mortise and 
tenon joints are used for those collar beams which are footed i n the end girts 
(serving as t i e beams) and which, therefore, resist compression. Dovetail tenons 
are used for those collars which are housed i n rafters bird-mouthed over the plate 
and which, lacking a t i e beam, are in tension. 
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The architectural significance of the Peak House i s noteworthy on 
several counts. First, the house is one of the few surviving examples 
of the one-room, one-and-one-half story type which was once the most 
common form of dwelling b u i l t by the early settlers i n the 17th century. 
Today the majority of these cottages have been added to or drastically 
altered through the years. 

There i s no surviving evidence that the chimney of the Peak House was 
originally located i n i t s traditional position at one end of the single-room 
house. Current opinion is that the Peak House may exhibit an unusual 
planning convention as yet l i t t l e known. 

In addition to i t s unusually high pitch, the roof of the Peak House may 
be the earliest known example of a roof form consisting entirely of 
principal rafters without piorlins. According to Abhott L. Cummings, 
no immediate English precedent for such a roof form is known and i t 
may be afl. innovative development of inland Massachusetts communities. 

lin^ l ^ A Peak House was thoroughly restored with the advice of William 
Sumner AppJ^on of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities, 
and his photographic and documentary records of that restoration are on f i l e 
i n the SPNEA library. Thus the house takes i t s place among the earliest 
examples of historic preservation.and is a tribute to Mr. Appleton's fore­
thought and wisdom in recognizing the kinds of questions which might be 
asked by later generations. 

Today the Peak House i s a museum of colonial l i v i n g administered by the 
Medfield Historical Society. The basic framework of the house which was 
essentially unaltered during the restoration serves as an important 
laboratory for the study of colonial construction methods. The position 
of the house (facing south) further illustrates the wisdom of the original 
settlers i n taking advantage of solar heat. Demonstrations of various 
aspects of colonial l i f e , such as spinning sind weaving, also contribute 
to the understanding of early American culture. 

The Peak House, h u i l t i n I677 for Benjamin Cla;i4, remained i n the Clark 
family Tontil I818. For three generations members of the Clark family 
played an active role in local and state government. Benjamin Clark 
was a Selectman from I685 to 1712 and Seth Clark ims Town Treasurer and 



• M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Appleton, William Sumner. Annual Report to Society f o r Preservation of New England 

Ant i q u i t i e s , 1924, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston. 
Barber, John Warner. New England A n t i q u i t i e s . V/orcester: Dorr Howland & Co., I839. 
Cummings, Abbott Lowell. Notes on v i s i t s to Peak House, July 25, I974 and 

October 21, 1974» at I 4 I Cambridge Street, Boston. 
Leighton, Barbara. Chimney Report. July 1974» Medfield H i s t o r i c a l Society, 6 

Pleasant Street, Medfield. /_ .. ,\ 
'^""tirmed) 

DGEOGRAPHICAL D A T A 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 / l 0 a c r e ( 4 4 ^ 5 s q u a r e f e e t ) 

UTM REFERENCES 

A I I J S J I3h .013.0.01 I4.6i7r3l2.0,0| B | _ J I I . I . • < ' ' ' ' 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cl • I I I • I • • I 1 . I , I , , 1 DLXJ L L L _ L J _ J I . I • I • • I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CQDE 

STATE CODE '• COUNTY CODE 

|FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Judy Dobbs, National Register Editor 
ORGANIZATION DATE I Q T t ; 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission "̂̂  " 
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE 

40 Beacon Street 617-727-847O 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A L , ^ ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE ^ DATE 
Mass. State Historic FrnseryatiQn OffiCt^T . 

*=t>R NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

tJL>Ls~.>-^ OATE 

• I N l - L U U t U IN 1 M t NAJ lUN; 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF ARCHfOtfCtoy^ND HlSjEilBliC PRESERVATION 
ATTEST i / U Y I / I J J T T Z I A DAT£5£P 4 1975 

KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGI 

G P O 8 8 8 - 4 4 5 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVED JUN 1 0 1975 

DATE ENTERED SEP 5 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

Selectman in the Medfield town government. William S, Tilden's 
History of Medfield (1887) described Seth, Jr. as "one of the 
most influential men in town." Seth, Jr. also served as a 
Representative to the General Court i n I765 and in I768, and 
was a delegate to the historic Provincial Congress i n 1775» 

The Peak House was occupied by other families throughout the  
19th century and a photograph of the l880*s shows i t attractively  
furnished i n the current Victorian fashion. In 1924 the house was  
donated byjthe ownerj^j^ederidc M, Smith to the Medfield Historical  
Society whoT restored i_t for futtire generations. 
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and Reservations, Branch of Plans and Design, 2 blueprints of 
Peak House, Historic Buildings Survey #2-77j 2 photographs by 
Arthur C. Haskell, October 1934i Library of Congress numbers 
34907-1-1 and 34907-1-2. 
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