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The style of the Pittsburg Public Library has been influenced both by the
Art Nouveau ‘Movement and the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright. The building
has been constructed of dressed Carthage stone and has a truncated hip roof
covered with red tile. The foundations are covered with dressed Carthage stone
above the ground 1ine and set out slightly from the walls of the building. The
library measures 90 feet long, 60 feet wide, and is 30 feet high. There are two
storiés and a basement, though the exterior window arrangement makes the building
appear to have only one story. The library faces north and is located on a corner
lot one block west of the main commercial district in Pittsburg.

The main entrance has been centrally placed on the north facade. It has been
accented by a cantilevered metal canopy which is supported by wrought iron brackets
and chains which connect to the large, coupled wood brackets supporting the roof.
A metal plaque with the words "Public Library" cut in stencil has been attached
to the front of the canopy. A wide f11ght of steps Tighted by period fixtures
leads up to the main entrance. Entrance is through a single, wood door with a
glass panel. To either side of the door, separated by stone mullions are geometr1ca11y
designed, stained glass sidelights. A fanlight window with a truncated keystone
and recessed spandrels which have been 1ncorporated into the frieze between the
brackets complete the central bay.

The north facade has been divided into five bays. To either side of the main
entrance is a-grouping of windows with four Tights divided by stone millions and
with a fanlight above the stringcourse. The stringcourse runs along the base of
the brackets which support the roof. The windows themselves have been set in stained
wood frames.  The stone Tintels are rounded and are supported by small corbels under
each vertical mullion. There is a larger window grouping which is divided by the
stone mullions into six lights in the outer bays. Alighed below each of the window
?roup1ngs are the windows which 1ight the basement. These windows havé Targe shaped

intels

The east and west facades have similar configurations, each having three bays.
The window in the center and the one to the north of it on each facade have six
square lights and a fanlight 1ike those on the north facade. The southern windows
on these facades do not have fan11ghts, and the one on the west facade has four
Tights while that on the east has six lights.

Two wings with a hmpped tile roof extend from the south facade of the building.
The facade steps back slightly between the two wings and this section of the building
has a flat roof. The cornice line has been treated simply with a strip of squared
stone molding. There are four strips of windows on this part of the facade. There
is a secondary entrance with s1de11ghts at the, bpsement 1eve1 on the east wing.. Above
this doorway is a large window with six 11ghts There is @ triple window at the - ’
basement level of the west wing. Above this is a small rectangular window and a
grouping of four windows. Two wide brick chimneys with stone caps rise above the
roofline where the wings intersect with the main building.
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| There havé been very few a]térations to the major public areas of the
Pittstrg Pub]ib Library. The entry hall on the firSt~f106r remains
_part1cu1ar1y impressive with its mosa1c floor and the ornamenta] columns
‘which support the arched stee1 ce111ng The main sta1rway,wh1ch is 1ocated
in this entryway, is carved oak and is 1ighted by the stained glass windows
vin the central bay of the north facade; The stack robm, génera]'reading
foom, study room and librarian's office are located on the first floor.

The second floor contains additional stacks and a reading room. The
'heating‘planf, janitok's room,»unpackingirdom, newspaper storage fodm

gnd a meeting room are ]ocated in the basement, The children's rodm

thch was or1g1na11y 1ocated on the first floor has been moved to the
att1c wh1ch was converted from storage space to this new funct1on in the

=ar1y 1970 s. Some of the ceilings have been lowered and f]uorescent Tighting

pas beephjnsta11ed.
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The 1ibrary is interesting because it fuses two contemporary stylistic trends
into a simple and dignified solution. The exuberance of the Art Nouveau is seen
especially in the wrought iron brackets which support the entrance canopy and also
in the graphics. The influence of Frank Eloyd Wright shows in the patterning of
the stained glass, the wide overhanging eaves and the great care to detail.

A contract with the architectural firm was signed in February, 1910; plans

_for the building had already been approved. Bids were opened May 26, 1910. All

exceeded $40,000 so all were rejected. Normand S. Patton, who was present, was
instructed to modify the plans. On June 13, 1910, the bid of S. S. Geatches for
$37,000 was accepted. A contract was made with Geatches on June 22, ca111ng for

‘completton in ten months. On June 29 the board selected G. J. Munn to be super-

1ntendent of the building constructton

The cornerstone 1ay1ng ceremony was held September 7, 1910, w1th the 1oca1
Masonic lodge in charge. The principal address was given by Dr. G. W. Trout of
the State Normal College at Pittsburg. Problems in securing materials and other
delays hampered construction of the building. As early as December 10, 1910,

‘Super1ntendent Munn was reporting to the board on the contractor's 1nab111ty to

obtain- acceptab]e stone for the w1ndow sills. At their April, 1911 meeting the

“board took action to notify the contractor s bonding company that he would, not have
}comp1eted the work by the contract expiration date. No explanation could be

found in board m1nutes of any further action taken against the contractor. In
meetings during the summer months the board acted on the purchase of a bronze

p]aque‘thank1ng Carneg1e for'his donation, purchase of steel stacks, hiring a

janitor and 1andscap1ng :

The 1ibrary building was opened to the public at 3:00 p.m. on January 1,
1912. A reception 1ine with library board and staff, an orchestra, and floral
decorat1ons greeted the hundreds of visitors. The total cost of the library,
excluding books, was $50,385.21. :

Most of the. c1t1zens of P1ttsburg were very proud of their facility, but
there were some negat1ve comments. The editor of one of the local papers, the
Pittsburg Kansan, expressedoopposition to accepting "blood-stained gold" from
the man he blamed for the violence, death and starvation resulting from the
Homestead strike. Since Pittsburg's economy was at that time to a great extent
dependent on coal-mining, smelting and other industries in which unions were
active, he may have been reflecting the view of some of the working men of the
city. v '
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The building has continued to be used as the Public L1brary It is significant
to the community for its 64 years of service. In addition it is one of the best

of the Carnegie Tibraries in Kansas from an architectural viewpoint. It is an
early example of modern, Chicago-influenced architecture in the state.

9.

Conne]]ey, William E., editor, History of Kansas and Kansans (Chicago, The Amer1can
Historical Society, Inc., 19285, V. 3, p.. 1358, :

: "Corner Stone of L1brary Was Lard Today," Pittsburg Daily Headlight, September 7, 1910.

P1ttsburg Daily Headlight, May 26 Ju]y 15, August 16, September 16, November 4, 1909;
February 15, April 29, May 9 1910.

"P1ttsburg s Public L1brary Promoted by a Book Club," P1ttsburg Daily Headlight,
’ May 9 1926 :

"Select the Library S1te," P1ttsburg Daily ead11ght September 14, 1909

Vequist, Betty, "The History of P1ttsburg, Kansas Public Library, 1896 1915"
(Unpub11shed manuscript f11ed at the Pittsburg Library). .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

‘The Pittsburg Public Library was erected with Carnegie funds in 1910-1911
from plans prepared by the Chicago architectural firm of Normand S. Patton and
Grant C. Miller. .

~The city of Pittsburg was established in 1876. The chief reason for its
founding was the extensive coal deposits in the area and the potent1a1 for manu-
factur1ng activities. For a time it was simply a coal-mining camp, but as the
mining and -industrial: potent1a1 of the area materialized, the town began to grow
and became one of the largest in southeastern Kansas. ‘

~’No public Tibrary was available in Pittsburg until the closing years of the

1890}5. Some of the Teading men of the community had formed the Academic Literary
Club in 1894. Its purpose was to circulate books for the use of members and for
lending to friends. In 1896 the members began to talk.of a. pub11c Tibrary; in
11898 the voters of Pittsburg approved a tax.levy for ma1nta1n1ng a library. The
mayor appointed a library board, and operations began on a sma11 scale where
. space was available. In January, 1902, a corner of the City. Ha]] was opened as

a 11brary : !
?In 1907 the 11brary board began planning for.a permanent 11brary bu11d1ng

With| the support of the‘P1ttsburg Commercial Club, correspondence was begun with
Andrew Carnegie concerning assistance for construction. On June 25, 1909, word

was received that Carnegie would give $40,000 to the city when his cond1t1ons

had been met. Accordingly on July 14 the library board agreed to prov1de5the site,
and on the same date the city council voted to provide the annual financial support.
On September 13, 1909, the Tibrary board approved the purchase of the building
: s1te‘at the corner of Walnut and Fourth for $7, 000 R

_ ' Immediately the board set in mot1on steps for secur1ng p]ans and specifi-
cations. In October a circular letter was prepared for send1ng to a number of
arch1tects ‘suggested by board members and to others who 1red asking them
to present sketches and other materials to the board by mai for in person on
November 4, 1909. On that date the board heard 30 minute presentat1ons from..
17 arch1tects, and it was not until 11:00° p.m. that the ide their dec1s1on
The firm of Patton and Miller was selected largely because they had made a i
spec1a1ty of erectIng Carneg1e Tibraries ‘and other educa

al buildings.  The
f1rm7had prepared plans for 68 Carnegie Tibraries in all parts of the country.
= , |
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