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The style of ihe Pittsburg Public Library has been influenced both by the 
Art Nouveau Movement and the architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright. The building 
has been constructed of dressed Carthage stone and has a truncated hip roof 
covered with red tile. The foundations are covered with dressed Carthage stone 
above the ground line and set out slightly from the walls of the building. The 
library measures 90 feet long, 60 feet wide, and is 30 feet high. There are two 
stories and a basement, though the exterior window arrangement makes the building 
appear to have only one story. The library faces north and is located on a corner 
lot one block west of the main commercial district in Pittsburg.

The main entrance has been centrally placed on the north facade. It has been 
accented by a canti levered metal canopy which is supported by wrought iron brackets 
and chains which connect to the large, coupled wood brackets supporting the roof. 
A metal plaque with the words "Public Library" cut in stencil has been attached 
to the front of the canopy. A wide flight of steps lighted by period fixtures 
leads up to the main entrance. Entrance is through a single, wood door with a 
glass panel. To either side of the door, separated by stone mull ions are geometrically 
designed, stained glass sidelights. A fanlight window with a truncated keystone 
and recessed spandrels which have been incorporated into the frieze between the 
brackets complete the central bay.

The north facade has been divided into five bays. To either side of the main 
entrance is a grouping of windows with four lights divided by stone mullions and 
with a fanlight above the stringcourse. The stringcourse runs along the base of 
the brackets which support the roof. The windows themselves have been set in stained 
wood frames. The stone lintels are rounded and are supported by small corbels under 
each vertical mullion. There is a larger window grouping which is divided by the 
stone mullions into six lights in the outer bays. Aligned below each of the window 
groupings are the windows which light the basement. These windows have large shaped 
lintels.

The east and west facades have similar configurations, each having three bays. 
The window in the center and the one to the north of it on each facade have six 
square lights and a fanlight like those on the north facade. The southern windows 
on these facades do not have fanlights, and the one on the west facade has four 
lights while that on the east has six lights.

'   ' ' ' '.''3 '.. . " : . '.  . '-..'. '.) F "«' ,'j y '    
Two wings with a hipped tile roof extend from the south facade of the building. 

The facade steps back slightly between the two wings and this section of the building 
has a flat roof. The cornice line has been treated simply with a strip of squared 
stone molding. There are four strips of windows on this part of the facade. There 
is a secondary entrance wi.th sidelights at the, basement level on the east wing. Above 
this doorway is a Targe 'window with six light's. There is a' triple window at th:e 
basement level of the west wing. Above this is a small rectangular window and a 
grouping of four windows. Two wide brick chimneys with stone caps rise above the 
roofline where the wings intersect with the main building.
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There have been very few alterations to the major public areas of the 

Pittsburg Public Library. The entry hall on the first floor remains 

particularly impressive with its mosaic floor and the ornamental columns 

which support the arched steel ceiling. The main stairway ?which is located 

in this entryway, is carved oak and is lighted by the stained glass windows 

in the central bay of the north facade. The stack room, general reading 

room, study room and librarian's office are located on the first floor. 

The second floor contains additional stacks and a reading room. The 

heating plant, janitor's room, unpacking room, newspaper storage room 

and a meeting room are located in the basement. The children's room 

Which was originally "located on the first floor has been moved to the 

attic, which was converted from storage space to this new function in the

|arly 1970's.

jjlas been installed.

Some of the ceilings have been lowered and fluorescent lighting

GPO 921-724
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The library is interesting because it fuses two contemporary stylistic trends 
into a simple and dignified solution. The exuberance of the Art Nouveau is seen 
especially in the wrought iron brackets which support the entrance canopy and also 
in the graphics. The influence of Frank IE Toy d Wright shows in the patterning of 
the stained glass, the wide overhanging eaves and the great care to detail.

8.

A contract with the architectural firm was signed in February, 1910; plans 
for the building had already been approved. Bids were opened May 26, 1910. All 
exceeded $40,000 so all were rejected. Normand S. Patton, who was present, was 
instructed to modify the plans. On June 13, 1910, the bid of S. S. Geatches for 
$37,0(fo was accepted. A contract was made with Geatches on June 22, calling for 
completion in ten months. On June 29 the board selected G. J. Munn to be super­ 
intendent of the building construction. ;

The cornerstone laying ceremony was held September 7, 1910, with the local 
Masoni[c lodge in charge. The principal address was given by Dr. G. W. Trout of 
the Sljate Normal College at Pittsburg. Problems in securing materials and other 
delays) hampered construction of the building. As early as December 10, ; 191Q, 
Superintendent Munh was reporting to the board on the contractorJ! s| inability to 
obtain; acceptable stone for the window sills. At their April, 191J1 meeting |the 
board jtpok action to notify |he contractor's bonding company that she would r\ot have 
completed the work] by the contrapt expiration date. No explanation could be; 
found jin bohrd minutes of any further action taken against the contractor. !ln. 
meetinjgs during the summer months the board acted on the purchase of a bronze 
piaquej thanking Cafnegie for his donation, purchase of steel stafks, hiring a 
janitoir and landscaping.

The library building was opened to the public at 3:00 p.m. on January 1, 
1912. ; A reception line with library board and istaff, an orchestra, and floral 
decorations greeted the hundreds of visitors. The total cost of the library, 
excluding books, was $50,385.21.

Mpst of the citizens of Pittsburg were very proud of their facility, but 
there were some negative comments. The pditor of one of the local papers, the 
Pittsburg Kansan] expressedoppposition to accepting "blood-stained gold" frojn 
the main he blamed for the violence, death and starvation resulting from the 
Homestead strike. Since Pittsburg's economy was at that time to a great extpnt 
dependent on coal-njining, smelting and other industries in which unions werej 
active, he may have been reflecting the view of some of the working men of the 
city.
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The building has continued to be used as the Public Library. It is significant 
to the community for its 64 years of service. In addition it is one of the • best 
of the Carnegie libraries in Kansas from an architectural viewpoint. It is an 
early example of modern, Chicago-influenced architecture in the state.

9.

Connelley, William E., editor, History of Kansas and Kansans (Chicago, The American 
Historical Society, Inc., 1928), v. 3, p. 1358.

"Corner Stone of Library Was Laid Today," Pittsburg Daily Headlight, September 7, 1910,

Pittsburg Daily Headlight, May 26, July 15, August 16, September 16, November 4, 1909; 
February 15, April 29, May :9, 1910.

"Pittsburgh Public Library Promoted by a Book Club," Pittsburg Daily Headlight, 
May 9, 1926. !     

"Select the Library Site," Pittsburg Daily Headlight, September 14, 1909.
i : ' | ! . ' : -

Vequist, Betty, "The History of Pittsburg, Kansas, Public Library, 1896-1915" 
(Unpublished manuscript filled at the Pittsburg Library).
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The Pittsburg Public Library was erected with Carnegie funds in 1910-1911 
from plans prepared by the Chicago architectural firm of Normand S. Patton and 
Grant C. Miller.

The city of Pittsburg was established in 1876. The chief reason for its 
founding was the extensive coal deposits in the area and the potential for manu­ 
facturing activities. For a time it was simply a coal-mining tamp, but as the 
mining and industrial potential of the area materialized, the town began to grow 
and became one of the largest in southeastern Kansas.

No public library was available in Pittsburg until the closing years of the 
1890's. Some of the leading men of the community had formed the Academic jliiiterary 
Club in 1894. Its purpose ;was to circulate books for the use Of members and for 
lending to friends. In 189*6 the members began to tal'k.of a public library; in 
1898;the voters of Pittsburg approved a tax.levy for maintaining a library. The 
mayor appointed a library b;oard, and operations began on a small scale where 
space was available. In January, 1902, a corner of,the City Hall,was opened as 
a library. ; r

With
In 1907 the library board began planning fora permanent library 'building.

I the support of the Pittsburg Commercial Club, correspondence was begun with 
Andrlw Carnegie concerning assistance for construction. On June 25, 1909^ word 
was Received that Carnegie would give $40,000 to the city when his conditions 
had been met. Accordingly on July 14 the library board agreed to provide Ithe site, 
and on the same date the city council voted to provide the annual financial support, 
On September 13, 1909, the library board approved the purchase of the building 
sitelat the corner:!pf Walnut and Fourth for $7,000.

 I]      ' '''•', . • ' : : : -! : '" ' I '

||Immediately the board set in motion steps for securing plans and speq1.f1- 
catibns. In October a circular letter was prepared for| s^nding to a number of 
architects suggested by board members and to others whoj iri;4uiTed, asking them 
to p|esent sketches and other materials to the board by|m^;i! or in person Ion 
November 4, 1909J. On that date the bpard heard 3Q| msfriu'teIprjesentations from 
17 architects,! and;it was not until "liiOiQ p.m.! ::t"Ka;t't'l)'e||;l|^ ;^Heir. decisi|on. 
The firm of Pattbn and MiiTler was selected largely beca|s|| I they had made a; 
specialty of ereptiing Carnegie libraries and other^ edu^cjat'|!o)iil buildings. | The 
firmjhad prepared jilans for 68 Carnegie libraries in all parts of the country.
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