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Historic Functions
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Domestic: Single dwelling

Religion: religious facility

Agriculture: processing/storage/agricultural field

Transportation: road-related/rail-related
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Architectural Classification
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Early Republic: Federal Mid 19** Century: Greek Rev.

| ate Vintnrian: Queen Anne

Century American Movements

Narrative Description

| ate 19** and Early 20*"

Hampshire, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
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sites
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objects
22L- Total
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Domestic: Single dwelling
Religion: religious facility
Agriculture: processing/storage/agricultural field
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Materials
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walls Wood: weatherboard
Synthetics: vinyl
roof. Asphalt Metal

other.
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Thedistrict of West Hatfield, MA ispart of thealluvia floodplain on the west Sde of the
Connecticut River. It isbounded on the west by the rocky uplands known as "The Rocks' ad
Horse Mountain, and is cut off from the rest of the town's flood plain on the eet by hiterdate 91.
It isarelatively narrow section of land that isbisected in anorth-south direction by US Route 5-
MA Route 10.

Thedidgtrict isamix of commercia, resdential, and agricultural buildings reflecting its history es
athinly settled agricultura areathat shifted to commercia use a the advent of the automobile
and Route 5-10. Today the district's landscape is both densdy settled and in active agricultural
ue Stylisticaly, the district's buildings are predominantly mid-19" century vernacular
farmhouses and cottages to mid- and late 20™ century commercia and transportation-related
buildings of mainly utilitarian forms. Inthe discusson of buildings and structures that follows,
the descriptionis arranged chronologically.

RESIDENTIAL, INSTITUTIONAL AND AGRICULTURAL BUILDINGS

S dose to the road, the earliest house in the district, the Lorenzo Cutter House, 33 Wes Strest,
ca 1830 (MHC #312. Photograph No. 1) isalate-Federd stylebuilding that shows itsoriginal
formsand many details despite dterations. Itis2/2 sories in height, five bays wide and two bays
degp under asde-gable roof of date. The vinyl-sided house rests on granite foundations and hes
atwo-gory €ll, followed by a 1 ‘A gory ell onthe west. The dapboard ells have agphdt roofs.
Federd ingyleisthe trabeated entry that is composad of adouble height entablature on dightly
battered pilasters. The entry door itself isneo-Victorian in style and sdelights have been re-
glazed. Windows are al 6/6 replacements. Beyond the dlls is a separate garage and garage/shop
fromthe 1920s

The Billings-Strong House. 2 Linseed Roed, ca 1845 (MHC #307. Photogragph No. 4) isa2/2
dory, Itaianate style house that faces south on acomer lot.  The main block of the dapboard
dded houseisthree bays wide and three bays degp and there isa 1v2 gory el onthe wes for a
rectangular plan. The end-gable, date roof has broad eaves overhangs with molded comiceand a
rondd window initseest gable field. The main entry surround is trabeated and window lintels
have double caps. Typical of the Itdianate style, first floor windows are dose to full length.

(continued)



NPS Form | 10-»0«-. OMB Approv.1 No. 1024-O0U
(8-M)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet west Haed HD

Hatfield (Hampshire), MA
Section number A~ Pege ~

Approximately a the turn of the century, the house was dtered by the addition of anumber of
Colonial Reviva details. There isawrgparound porch that is supported by Colonia Reviva
columns on south and eedt devations, and its baudgtrade has lyre-shaped railings.

Colonia Revival as well isthe large south window with transom. Whet were probably 6/6
Italianate saeh were dtered to 6/1 throughout the house

Adjacent to the house is a secondary apartment/office building that was originally acarriage
house, ca 1900, but dtered ca 1950. Itisa 1 Vi gory building with multiple additions. It is
followed on the west by aconcrete block repair shop of ca 1980 and alarge, south-facing
tobacco sorting shop, ca 1900. The sorting shop is awell-preserved example of a once-common,
Hatfield agricultural building. A utilitarian building, itis 1 Vi gories in height and hes an end-
gableroof. The building rests on high brick foundations that have large 6-light, fixed seeh
windows inset to allow light to the lowest level of the building. The shop hes an asphdt-shingled
roof with one shed-roofed dormer and interior chimney. Fenedration and door openings are
asymmetrica, but the building is approximately 9 bays inlength and 4 bays inwidth. Thereis
one south entry to the building reeched by a st of gairs. 1t is shetered by a shed roof hood.
Windows inthe vinyl-sided building on the upper stories are amixture of vinyl replacements, 1/1
wood sseh and some blocked inopenings. There isa sscond entry on the eest dlevation and a
one-gory addition acrassthe north for ashed roof extension.

The Fitch-Korza House. 23 Wes Street, ca. 1860 (MHC #306. Photograph No. 5) isavinyl sded,
172 Sory, front gabled house that is three bays wide and two bays degp. The mainblock of the
house displays no particular stylistic details dthough afull width porch supported by turned posts
on the dreet devation isQuean Anneinstyle. Thereisa 1 Vi gory ell onthe west. Theroof is
asphdt covered. There are three outbuildings associated with the house and its commercia
functions: two tobacco dheds- one vinyl dded and in use as an equipment bam with over-scaed
garagedoorsinitsgable end - and alivestock bam.

The Congregationa Chapel. 11 Church Avenue. 1839 (MHC #303. Photograph No. 6) was
congructed inthe Stick Style and is the mogt high-style building inthe district. It is completely
vinyl dded in pattems mimicking clgpboard and imbricated shingles, with stick work and window
pands dso indicated. The building is 1 Vi gories on ahigh brick basement. It isthree bayswide
and nine bays long below a front-gabled roof that is agphdt shingle covered. At the northwest
comer of thebuilding is atwo-gory tower with apyramidal hipped roof Inthe front gable of the
chapd isaking-post truss omament with tumed gtruts, and inthe gable field isaGothic-inspired

(continued)
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lancet window. Beneeth the front gable, the center entrance into the chapd isreached by an
eght-gep soop sheltered by afront gabled porch on tumed pogs. The entry itself iscomposed
of double-lesf, four-pand doors topped by afour-light transom. Seeh inthe chapd is2/2 and

there are two enclosed basament entries with arched roofs on the eest eevation.

Themodest Merle Strong House and Pogt Officeat 38 Wes Street, ca 1900 (MHC #313.
Photograph No. 7)isal gory, vinyl-sided cottage with afront-gabled roof of agphdt shingles.
Three bays wide and two bays desp, it hes afully endosad porch and a one-gtory wing, three bays
long on the south. The house has brick foundations. Indicative of its simplicity and conservative
syle, the house has thin, unboxed eaves and could rather easily be migtaken for abuilding of the
early 1800s Thisisan eccurate date.  All ssehis 2/1 vinyl replacement.

The Strong-Osepowicz House a 6 Church Avenue, 1913 (MHC #310). isa 2/2 story. Queen
Anne style house with a front-gabled roof and aone-story enclosed porch on its south, or drest,
devation. There are transverse gable bays on both the eest and west devations for a shalow
Gresk cross plan. The building iswood shingle-sded and has an agphdt shingle covered roof
and what gppear to be parged foundafions. Itisastylistically modest house All windows are /1
replacement saeh. North of the houseisalong, vertically Sded livestock bam. ca. 1900, a garage,
ca 1900 and on the west a shop with three setsof double leaf door entries, ca 1900.

S onacomer lot isthe father and daughter-owned Eugene and Mae Strong House, 12 Church
Avenue. 1913 (MHC #305). Built by Eugene Strong, the house is 2/2 gories in height with a
front-gable roof Indicative of its construction simplicity, the eavesdo not make retums.
Transverse gables a each dde give the building aLatin cross plan and aQuean Anne style
interior volume. At the sametime, columns support awraparound porch giving the house a
Colonial Revival desgnation. There are brick foundations; the siding iswood clapboard; and the
foundations are brick. The modest house is two bays wide and two bays degp with the verandah
and transverse gables giving it greater volume. All the windows have replacement sach.

At the Joe Chandler House, 42 Wes Streat, 1914 is another version of the economical vemacular

farmhouse that was favored intown a the tum of the 20™ century. The house is 2/2 dories in
height under a front-gabled roof whose eavesproject broadly. A full width porch isthe houses
main decorative feature. Typical of thedistrict, it has been vinyl-sided and all itswindows have

(continued)
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11 vinyl replacement saeh. These latter two aterations were frequently mede to propertiesin
Wes Hatfield during the lagt three decades as a meansof reducing maintenance.

The vinyl-sided Lutheran Parsonage @ 7 Church Avenue, 1931, is 2/2 stories high with en end
geble roof covered with agphdt shingles. The Colonial Reviva syle houseisthree bays wide
and two degp and has a full width porch on fluted, half-length columns over an endosed
baudrade. Seehistypical Colonial Revival stylewith 3 vertical lights/1. A sgparate garage
daesfrom the early 1960s

The George Betsold House. 29 Wes Stret, ca 1939 (MHC #311) isa 2/2 dory ecdlectic house
that mixesthe Dutch Colonial Reviva and English cottage styles. Built with the help of hisuncle
Frank Betsold (who aso built the housea 122 West Street) according to the assessor's records,
ca 1939. it hes the end-gable, gambre roof of the Dutch Colonial Revival. Thisstyleis coupled
with the English Cottage style that is represented by the steeply pitched, shallow transverse gable
which risestwo sories and contains the entry. Ubiquitous with all the styles of its period isthe
glassed-in porch on the south. The two-pile house hes paired window baysa each dde of the
entry, and there isa center chimney on the agphdt-shingled roof The building isvinyl sded ad
dtson brick foundations. There isagarage/shop a the reer ca 1939 with double leaf, hinged
doors with 8-light panels

Archaeological Description

The Wes Hatfield Historic District is located in an areawhere one ancient Native American
archaeologicd dte has been documented and where ahigh potentia exists for additiona dtes to
be found. Seven ancient Sites have been recorded inthe generd area (within one mile) of the
digtrict. Documented Stes are located on thefl oodplainsand adjacent terraces of the Mill and
Connecticut Rivers. Mogt Stes lack interpretative information beyond locational characteristics.
Site 19-HS-31, listed as a small camp with chipping debitage, may extend into the westem part of
the digtrictin the vicinity of Running Gutter Brook, however, a Ste examination has not been
conducted for the Site and itsboundaries ae unknown. Information from severd Stesin
neighboring National Register districts in Hatfield indicates the presence of awide variety of ste
types and occupational periods extending from the Late Archaic through Late Woodland periods.
During the Contact Period, the Hatfield locale was inhabited by the Capawonks, a subgroup of

(continued)
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the Norwottucks. A rumored Native American settlement from this period is reported between
Elm Sirest and the Connecticut River roughly eest of the district. Elm Street, which roughly
followsthe course of the Connecticut River east and south of the district, isdso reported esa
Native American transportation corridor, including atrail located parallel with the Connecticut
River. In 1657, colonia setflers purchased 157 acres of the Cgpawonk Meadows, in what is now
Hatfield, from Native Americans.

The physical characteristics of the district are favorable for many types of ancient Native
American dgtes. The West Hatfield Historic District islocated in the southem portion of town and
includes an arearepresented by alluvialfloodplain.Mogt aress of the district are well drained, and
include level to moderatdly doped topography within 1,000 feet of Running Gutter Brook, a
tributary of the Mill River. Hatfield islocated within the Connecticut River drainage. Giventhe
high range of ecological diversity within daose proximity (rugged uplands to the wes to lowland
bogs and river channds south and eedt of the didtrict), this portion of Hatfield would have been
extremely attractive to Native people for both settlement and resource gathering activities. While
comprehendve archaeologica surveys are lacking for the Hatfield area, aurveys inthe town of
Hadley on the eestem dde of the Connecticut River, oppodte Hatfield, can be usad as abadis for
projecting dte dendties inthe Hatfield locae. Inthat sudy, Dincauze (1978) identified 73 Stes
in that townwith the highest dte dengties inthe vicinity of the Connecticut River tributaries. In
Hatfield this pattern may be repeated inthe generd area of the West Hatfield Historic District
aeawhere Running Gutter Brook, the Mill River, the Connecticut River, andfioodpl ai nsare
present. Recant collections research inthe genard area (Johnson  1985) hes added condderable
cultural and tempord specificity to known stesin the Hatfield and Hadley locale. Collections
research indicates that type artifacts diagnodtic of the Late Archaic and Woodland, and especidly
the Late Woodland Periods, are the mog frequently represented on dtesin the town. Stes
belonging to the Middle Archaic Period have aso been recorded.  Given known archaeol ogical
information, locational characterigtics for the areq, and the presence of one recorded ste. The
presence of ancient Native American Stesisdocumented inthe district and ahigh potential exists
for additiona Stesto be found.

There isds0 ahigh potentia for locating significant historic archaeologica remains within the
digtrict. The Wes Hatfield areawes originaly laid out as common land and settled later than the
Main Street/Elm Street locale. Actual settlement occurred during after West and Bridge Strteets
were in place from 1820-1830. Few early farmsteaeds can be idenfified from this period since the
1830 map did not indicate houses. Additional documentary research combined with

(continued)
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archaeologica survey and testing may identify structural remains of homedeads, outbuildings
and occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) from the digpersed early 19" century
stlement that occurred inthe district not extant today. Later settlement inthe districtismore
easily documented as aresult of Luther Wells 1909 description of Wes Hatfield's houses
approximately 70 or 80 years after settlement began. Structurd evidence may survive from the
Strong House, now gone, built about 1840 on the lot of 2 Linssed Road. Similar evidence might
a0 survive from the Hastings House built a 122 West Street inca 1850 and the Abraham
Billings house built a the comer of Church and Wes Stregts. Both houses were moved outsde
the district inthe late 19"/early 20" century. Structural evidence may survive from the Thomas
Cutter Farm originally located on Bridge Street, the Descon Strong originally built & the dte of
12 Church Street, and the J.D. Cutter house a the Ste of 7 Church Avenue. The Wes Hatfield
locde continued to be a parsdy settled agricultural areathrough the mid-19™ century with
agriculture continuing in importance into the 20™ century. Structural remains from farmgeads
including residences and outbuildings should exist throughout mog of the West Stret, Linseed
Road, and Church Avenue corridors. On Church Avenue, four houses, three bams, three tobacco
sorting shops, and two dorehouses were destroyed by amajor firein 1913. Inaddition to
potential dtesof resdential homes, agricultura related bams and outbuildings represent another
important potentia archaeologica resource in the district. Livestock bams may characterize most
potential dtes of early bams, however, by the latter 19" century, tobacco bams were more
common. Agricultural related outbuildings represent an important potentia archaeologica
resource type throughout the 19" and early 20" centuries. Structures related to market garden
crops and livestock characterized mog potenfial outbuilding stesthrough the mid-19" century.
Some outbuildings might so represent the Stes of broom manufacture. After 1860, tobacco
related outbuildings began to characterize many outbuildings inthe district, epecidly those
related to cash crops or tobacco. Outbuildings destroyed by fire on Church Avenue in 1913 noted
above document the potentid for structures related to tobacco processing inthe district.
Occupationd reated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may represent another important potenfial
archaeologica resource inthe district with both extant buildings and archaeological dtes.

(end)
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Historical Significance

Wes Hatfield is significant within the town of Hatfield as afarming areathat was relatively late to be setfied, beginning
in the 18205 but after the mid-19"" century and well into the 20" century was important for tobacco and market garden
production. Both tobacco and market gardening continue.

The areais important to the town as adestination for saverd ethnic groups that maintained their cultura identity by living
in proximity. From the 1860s European immigrants began to settle in West Hatfield, specifically Germans, who were
followed by Polish and Slovakian families from the 1890s through the first decades of the 1900s Interdependence in
agriculture and the building trades, marriage within the European community, and membership inthe Catholic and
Lutheran churches all supported positive cultural identity in West Hatfield.

Wes Hatfield takes on aparticular character within the town as atransportation corridor. Stage transportafion during the
early 1800s was carried out in West Hatfield unimpeded, as was Hatfield Center, by the course of the Connecdcut River.
Beginning in the 1840s passenger and freight railroad lines were laid through West Hatfield in part because resdents of
the Center wished to avoid the noise and soot; these new lines provided ready acocess for farmersto collect and ship
agricultural produce. Inthe early 20™ century. West Hatfield was the mogt active part of town as arail shipping center
and mgjor automobile route. It wes here that roaddde commerce developed. The West Hatfield Higtoric Didtrict as
defined reflects the agrarian and commercid agpectsof the community; the district retains integrity of location,
associdion, setting, design, feeling, workmanship and materias on the local level and is significant under Criterion A for
the themes of agriculture, ethnic heritage, and transportation.

Federal Period (1776-1830)

During the first four decedes of the Federd Period, growth in Hatfield was concentrated on the town's main thoroughfare
connecting the town to Northampton on the south and wes, to Whatdly on the north. Ingenerd, Hatfield settlement

goreed north first and the town's citizens moved to Upper Main Street, Braddirest, and Whatdy (all NRDIS). The path of
sttlement was logical, farmers naturally preferring the rich and more eedly cultivated land to that which required more
work to prepare and maintain for cultivation. The area of West Hatfield was d 0 lesspreferable dnce the Horse
Mountains, the range of hills on the wes, limited further expanson wes.

On the mgp of 1794 Wes Hatfield was noted as an area of oak and pine woods, and there was no roadway ether county
or town, corresponding to West Street.  This section of town during the time of settlement had been common land that by

(continued)
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the Federd Period hed still not been divided and settled. Samud D. Partridge in 1880 wrote his Recollections, a
descripfion of Hatfield houses as he remembered them from 1812, Partridge's memory was 0 subgtanfia that he was
able to follow the town's roads and describe each house and its occupants in succession, yet none of his recollections was
in Wegt Hatfield.

Between 1820 and 1830 West Stret was inplace as a county road; Bridge Strest was in place to connect Wes Hatfield to
the Center. Itwas & thistimethat settlement of this frontier areabegan with the Bradfords (farm now gone). The Cutters
followed when they left Whatdly in 1818-20 and werejoined by severd other families coming to Wes Hatfield to buy
land and establish farms.

Early Industrial Period 1830-1870
Town Development

Settlement that began around 1830 was demondrably dow. The land weas described on the mgp of 1830 as "pine plains
one quarter of it isunfit for cultivation timbered with white pine." To pregpare this timbered and rockier land for farming
required condderable labor. The more desirable common land had been divided dready to accommodete the expanding
generdfions of Hatfield's families, and existing farms could no longer be subdivided and support entire families. The
choice for those who needed to establish farmswas either to undertake the very difficult task of turning lesschoice arees
into farmland, or to leave. By 1830 many young people preferred to strike out for the far west: to New Y ork, Michigan,
Indiana and Ohio where land wes flat, fertile and lessencumbered by the rocks and boulders of New England. Others,
however, choseto remain intown and they began to acquire what land was available - inthis case in West Hatfiel d.

The mgp of 1830 doesnot indicate houses 0 it isnot possble to identify the number, location and owners of these
earlies homedeeds The federal cenaus of 1830, however, doeslist family namesthat will gppear in West Hatfield in
later decades Cutter, Gould, Billings, and Stebbins, among others. While mogt can't through either mapsor canauses yet
be directly associated with Stes of early homesin Wes Hatfield, there is one exception: the Lorenzo Cutter House 33
Wes Stregt, ca 1830 (MHC #313. Photograph No. 1), which gppearsto be the district's oldest house

Between 1845 and 1850 immigration from Ireland and Canada begins to show up on the town's vital records through
births, desths, and marriages. Between 1845 and 1848, many Irish immigrants came to Hatfield to work on congtruction
of the Connecticut River Railroad from Northampton to Greenfield, and they stayed to work as farm laborers. Canedians
more often cameto the town to work in agriculture and specifically there were many who were highly skilled inbroom
making. They were drawn by the town's broom industry that had developed considerably snce its beginnings in 1816.

(continued)
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Through the 1850s members of these two immigrant groups lived in boardinghouses or boarded with farm families in
Hatfield Center and the EIm Street areawhere the largest farmswere concentrated. They do not gopear to have chosan
Wes Hatfield. Rather, Wes Hatfield inthe 1840s and 1850s was dowly growing with English descendents. In addition
to Lorenzo Cutter, Rowland and Marilla Stebbins of the ca 1840 Stebbins-Englehardt House, 129 West Street (outsde the
boundaries of the nominated district) were early arrivals. 1ssec Sampson, and Miranda and Parmenus Lysander Strong
aso built a thistimeon West Street. The Sampson House a 53 West Stret was built ca. 1840 (dso outside the
boundaries). The Strong House was a small house on the lot of 2 Linseed Road, which they built a the timeof their
marriage in 1840. That first Strong House is now gone, but about five yearslater E. Pheps Billings built the Billings-
Strong House, 2 Linseed Road, ca. 1845 (MHC #307, Photogrgph No. 4) on the samelot, and eventuadly Miranda and
Parmenus bought and moved into it.  The comer of Wes Street and Linseed Road was to have members of the Strong
family living there for 90 long that it became known as Strong's Comer.

Within adecade the West Hatfield cemetery on West Strest was established and stones recording deeths going beck to
1818 were s+ init.  Two other houses went up about the sametime the cemetery wias established, the Smith-Bruscoe
House, 108 Wes Street, ca 1850 (MHC #321), and the Lyman Hasfings House, 144 Wes Street, ca 1850. [The Hastings
House was moved to its current location from the site of 122 West Street after 19101

At leest one house built during the period was speculatively built, which suggeststhat the market for housing was indesd
increesng. The Fitch-Korza House, 23 Wes Street, ca 1850-60 (HAT 306, Photograph No. 5), was built by the brothers
John T. and George C. Fitch. The brothers were aformidable pair in Hatfield's economy &s cattle and tobacco farmers,
investors, lumbermen, and speculative house builders. Much of the successwas due to their ability to support one
enterprise with other of their enterprises. The Fitch brothers were particularly active intown on Elm and Chesnut Stregts
but did not miss opportunity here on West Street. Farmers E. A. Dickinson, Austin Abelsand his son Nathanid Abels
were anong itsearly occupants. They were followed by Louisaand Melvin Bradford,and John and Nellie Korza, who
a0 were farmers.

Abraham Billings, who had taken part in the Revolutionary War from Hatfield, built a 1 Vi gtory, center chimney, cape
form house a the southeest comer of Church and Wes Streats (moved to 113 Bridge Stret in 1838outsde the district),
and Mrs. Alonzo Dennis, whose hushand hed died of dissese inthe Civil War, built the Mrs. Dennis-John Odey House &
45 Wes Stret, ca 1880.

(continued)
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A ggnificant event in the devedlopment of West Hatfield took place inthisperiod. Inthe 1840s the town voted to alow
the Connecticut Valley Railroad to passthrough town, with the provision that it be kept a adistance of a leagt two miles
fromthe Center. West Hatfield fit the town's specificationsfor location, and the railroad's placement there with depotsin
North Hatfield and West Hatfield (now gone) was to have both positive and negéative repercussons into the 20¢ century.

On the poditive Sde, the railroad drew commercia activity to the areg, as it was herethat freight was exchanged,
agricultural products were brought for shipment and support businesses grew up. But itslocation dso sat a precedent
when it cametimeto lay out additional transportation routes through Hatfield. Over time, as aresult of the decison of
1840, the west part of town became atrangportation corridor for railroad and automobiles and finally inthe 20" century
was physicaly sgparated from the rest of Hatfield by an interstate highway.

The alas of 1860 shows that despite new roads and agrowing population esawhere in town. Wes Hatfield remained a
garsdy settled agricultural area There were more than adozen houseswidely goaoed aong West Sireet. Bridge Stret
wes extended as today's Church Avenue to get produce from the Center to West Hatfield's depot, and Linssed Road was
m place. Some of the visible growth in West Hatfield was due to Garman immigration that was in progress by 1860.
Although the actud number of Garman immigrants was smdler than that of Irish and Canadians in Hatfield, mog settled
in Wes Hatfield and it isfrom this point that immigration hes adistinct effect on the district. German integration into the
Hatfield economy was somewhat different than that of the preceding Irish and Canadians. Rather than coming as Sngle
laborers who boarded with Yankee farmersuntil they had saved enough for land purchase doser to the Center, the
Germans more swiftly moved to owning their own smadl farms. They dayed shorter periods with relatives or friends,
invested in property, and assembled farmsas they became available in Wes Hatfield. Among the first Garmans to West
Hatfield was George Bitner who bought the Stebhins-Englehardt House inthe 1860s One Canadian who did settle in
Weg Hatfield was Anthony Bolack who briefly lived inthe Issec Sampson House inthe early 1860s before he died in the
Civil Wer a Braxthe City, Louisana

A number of West Hatfield men fought inthe Civil War. Besdes Bolack, Alonzo Denniswas part of Co. B3 T' Mass
infantry and he died & Fort Jackson in Louisana. Both men died of diseese. Alvin Strong, son of Miranda and Parmenus
Strong of 2 Linseed Road fought with Company K, 52" Regiment, M.V.M. and retumed to operate alumber mill on
Linseed Road. The two sons of Rowland and Marrilla Stebbins from 129 West Strest were inthe war. Judson was in
Company C, 10" Regiment of the M.V.M. and Segar was in Company G, 37" Regiment of the M.V.M.

New familiesin Wes Hatfield meant more children, and in 1861 the first West Hatfield school was built on the Ste of 60
Wes Stredt.

(continued)
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Agriculture

Wes Hatfield farmers grew the samecrops and raised the samelivestock as the rest of Hatfield's farmers. They kept
cows, pigs, poultry, and sheep, raised the crops to support them, grew for themsaves and introduced market garden crops
to their rotations. Ascash crops during the period began to supplant acreege used for hay, farmersreduced their dairy and
livestock herds accordingly. Market garden produce was traded as a cash crop in Springfield, Chicopee, and Holyoke, but
broomcom weas the first cash crop to be grown extensively. Between about 1830 and 1860 broomcomflourished,then
tobacco dominated after 1860. Acreage in West Hatfield was ample, if not as extensve as Braddrest, the Center and
Upper Main Street; <0 tobacco and broomcom were raised in smdler amounts of 1-10 acres.

Architecture

The Lorenzo Cutter House. 33 West Street, ca 1830 (MHC #312. Photograph No. 1). the Thomas Cutter Farm on Bridge
Street (now gone) and the Billings-Strong House. 2 Linseed Road, ca 1845 (MHC #307, Photograph No. 4) were three of
the more substanfia house forms congtructed in West Hatfield during this period. They were 21/2 story houses, five bays
wide and one to two bays degp under Sde-gable roofs. They were accompanied by large livestock bams and, asthe
period unfolded and the agricultural economy shifted to cash crops, there were tobacco bams and sorting shopsas part of
the mix of agricultural outbuildings.

AsWes Hatfield was late in establishment, we have abetter, if imperfect, picture of what has been logt inthe digtrict.
The Luther Wdls description of Wes Hatfield's houseswritten in 1909 depicts the areaonly 70 or 0 years after
sttlement hed begun. Hisdescription makes it possible to see that what we have remaining today in Wes Hatfieldis
representative of the smpleform of housing that congtituted the majority of buildings congructed in the Early Industria
Period. Unlike Eag Whately afew milesnorth that was settled inthe Federd Period with numerous |Yi sory houses,
mogt of the houses congtructed in West Hatfield were small, and modest in scdle and design. They were one-and-a-hdlf
dories in height, and there is no indication today that they were stylistically developed. Pragmatiam dictated that with
limited funds, acombination of samal housesbut afull complement of bams and outbuildings were the norm for West
Hatfield. An example of such afarmstead isthe Fitch-Korza House, 23 Wes Street, ca. 1860 (MHC #306, Photogrgph
No. 5) with Itsamdl M2 gory house, livestock and tobacco bams.

(continued)
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Late Industrial Period 1870-1915
Town Development

The Late Industrial Period was one of concentrated change in West Hatfield. German immigration continued. Among the
people who came & that time were Peter Saffer (house now gone), Adam Doppman, and George and SidoniaVVoUinger,
(72 Wes Street). Other German familieswho were to live for generations in the areawere the Chandlers (42 Wes Siredt,
1914), Betsolds (122 West Street) and Liebls (Betsold-Liebl House). Charles and Anna Chandler Cagten built the house
a 71 Wed Street ca 1905. Central European immigration began in 1890s and Polish and Slovakian names such as Korza
and Odey gopear in Wes Hatfield from this date. John and Nelly Korza were among the Polish immigrants to Wes
Hatfield from aout 1890. They lived inthe Fitch-Korza House a 23 Wes Street, (ca. 1860, MHC #306. Photograph No.
5j - John Korzaweas afarm laborer.

New familieswere not exclusvely immigrants, however. A double house was congtructed on the site of 12 Church
Avenue (now gone) by Deacon Alvin Strong for his sonsand daughters-inHlaw Eugene and AnnaKnight Strong and
Edson and Harriet Bardwell Strong. J. D. Cutter built a house on the site of 7 Church Avenue (bumed down in 1913).
Reportedly, this had been the ste of the poor farm beforethe fire.

The areaof Strong Comer was acfive a thistimewith house construction, but dso with congtruction of Wes Hatfield's
second ingtitution (following the West Hatfield School), a satellite of the Congregational Church. 1n 1888 Wes Hatfield
members of the First Congregational Church formed the Union Chapd Society and in the following yeer built the
Congregationd Chapd a 11 Church Avenue, 1839 (MHC #305, Photograph No. 6) to give them a church doser to home
than Main Stregt in the Center. The first minister was Rev. Woods, who was the minister of the First Congregationd
Church on Main Strest and preached dso in North Hatfield. Treasurer of the Union Chapd Society was Alvin Strong,
who lived & 2 Linseed Road acrossthe dreet. Among the donors were residents of Laurel Park in Northampton, as well
as Congregationdigs from other towns. To make way for the chapd, first, however, the Abraham Billings-Alonzo Dennis
House was moved to the other Sde of therailroad tracks and atached to the passenger dation. 1t was usd as arailroad
tenement or renta house for railroad employees, as well as apassanga dation. Now a 113 Bridge &, it liesisoutsde
the boundaries of the proposed district.

West Hatfield'sfirst pos officewas opened in 1889; its posdmeader was Melvin P. Bradford, who lived on Wes Strest.
According to an article in the Northampton Gazette of July 23, 1889, it was to be caled the Laurel Park pog officefor an
undisclosed reeson. The pogt office may have been in either Bradford's home, as was cusomary, or a the West Hatfield
rail depot. By 1838 it was located in the depot and the new postmaster was Silas Dwight. Isabd Dwight followed her
hushand a5 pogmasgter in 1909 and served until 1918.

(continued)
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During this period, utilities were introduced to communities throughout the Connecticut River Valey, including Hatfield.
In 1895 apublicwater supply was created by damming up Running Gutter Brook for areservoir about amile north of
Alvin Strong's sawmill on Linseed Road. Water lines were then laid from the reservoir through Wes Hatfield to Hatfield
Center. Savasand electricity were installed, first to the town center and dightly later to the lessdensdy settled West
Hatfield. Tdephone linesin 1906 were smultaneoudy ingtalled townwide.

The Late Indugtrial Period saw trangportation improvements on agrand scde The first improvement wes theat a second
railroad through the town was congtructed in 1890. The New Y ork, New Haven, & Hartford Railroad laid tracks for their
line dongdde those of the Connecticut River Railroad. The Cutter farm (now gone) was moved west severd hundred feet
to make room for the tracks. Thiswas a passenger and freight line that used the West Hatfield depot and brought more
activity tothe district. The New Y ork, New Haven, & Hartford Railroad extended the market reech for farmers and
shortened ddliveryfimefor their tobacco and onions. The Connecticut Valley Railroad about the same time was bought
out and became the Boston and Maine Railroad.

In 1900, the drectcar cameto Hatfield, running between Northampton and Braddireet. 1t was extended to Greenfield in
1903, but Weg Hatfield was not included in any part of the route layout. Rather, it was the advent of the automobile and
ca travel on Pantry Road, or West Street, that made an impact on West Hatfield and cameto affect much of the
gopearance of the district. One of the attractions for car traveers was tourism, and the active old leed mine (now filled in)
behind the Vallinger-Coventry Store & 139 Wes Street & the foot of the Rocks was adestination. Technically barium
sulfate rather than leed mine, it produced isinglass used for surrey windows and cast-iron sove doors, and tourists came
up West Stret to visit.

In 1918 the Wes Hatfield Pogt Officewas moved from the depot to its own specein an addition to the west end of the
Thomeas Cutter Farm on Bridge Street (now gone). Bemice Cutter became posgmader and continued this position until
1944. When Calvin Coolidge retumed to Northampton after having served as Presdent, he chose as his driver John
Bukosky, wholived a 113 Bridge Street in abuilding that had been the fonner depot and railroad tenement house

The ingtallation of water lines from the Running Gutter Brook reservoir meant that fire fighting was given a merciful
boost wherever water lines were present. Those in Wes Hatfield were not enough, however, to squdch afirein 1913 that
destroyed much of Church Avenue. The fire isimportant as adate for reconstruction of severa houses, including the
Strong-Osspowicz House, 6 Church Avenue and its livestock bam, and the house of Eugene Stirong and his sster Mabdat
12 Church Avenue.  Itsdso important because newspgper accounts give us information on what buildings had been
there in 1913. For example, one account mentions that four houses, three bams, three tobacco sorting shops and two
gorehouses were bumed down, confirming the fact that tobacco sorting shops were more in number than is evident today.
It IS ds0 dear from news accounts that there were severd compeanies located in the sorehouses and bams on this part of

(continued)
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Church Avenue and Bridge &, right a the West Hatfield Depot a the intersection of two railroad lines. These included
the H. D. Smith cod sheds the Porter Machine Company storehouse, and the Bowker Fertilizer Company dorehouse
One farmhouse, the Thomas Cutter House (where the Pogt Officewas located) was saved by its date roof, and the Cuiter
bamswere oared as well, only to be razed for the construction of 1:91 about 50 yearslater. A business neer thefreight
dation on Bridge and Dwight Street that was goared was the Webgler Box Company. Originally atobacco sorting shop
owned by the Cutters, itwas sold ca 1895 to Merton Webgter, who sarted atobacco box manufacturing company and the
Webgter & Webgter Fence Company. Together the two budnesses were major employers of Wes Hatfield men.
Although it is sgparated from the district by 1-91, the now-vacant box factory was long consdered a West Hatfield
busness

Agriculture

At the beginning of the period, there was arenewed interest indairy production in Hatfield and dairy herds were
accompanied by increasingly large herds of beef cattle, pigs and chickens. With townwide milk producfion ontherise, it
wes inthe farmers best interest to centrdize collection and distribution to hdp them redlize ahigher profit.
Consequently, in 1878 the Hatfield creamery was formed, maneged by one-time Wes Hatfield resdent Nathanie Abels.
The creamery on Main Street progpered until about 1890, when farmers began to convert their acreege to tobacco growing
and their bamsto drying sheds

Tobacco had bean in production ance the 1860s, but during the late 19™ century, the market grew for Hatfield's fine,
field-grown tobacco, and the district'stobacco farmerswere part of the town's phenomend production. Commercid
tobacco compeanies came to town to take part in and organize production, and they did o by contracting with farmers.
Working on contract simplified the process of marketing and distribution for those farmers who worked for the
companies and acted to equaize their incomes year-to-year. Wes Hatfield's fanners, who grew in smdler quantities, did
not teke part in this otherwise pervasve sysem. Rather, they remaned independent and either processad their crops
themsdves or st them to locally owned shops for processing.

The ssacond crop that grew in aiundance in Hatfield's soil was onions, first grown in commercia quantifies around 1890
1900. By 1910 the town was producing 54% of Hampshire County's onions and led the gate in producfion. The crop
persaged as an important part of the farm economy until after World War II. For Wes Hatfield's farmers, getting the two
crops to market was facilitated because they could quickly get to and efficiently ship from the Wes Hatfield freight depot.

A factor that alowed the town's farmersto produce tobacco and onion crops in ever-greater quantities was mechanization
of farm activities. Tractors done could greetly reduce the timeit took to plant and harvest, while d<o alowing farmers to
get more crop per acre. Mogt of West Hatfield's farmersbegan to acquire tractors during the Late Industria Period,
dthough the use of horseswas to continue for decades.

(continued)
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Architecture

Wed Hatfield hed its quota of fannerA)uilders who were responsible for much of the aregl's constmction, and they were
largdly within the German community. Frank L. Betsold, George Bitner, and John Bitner were dl listed as carpentersin
the 1915 dreet directory. George Bitner worked both as atobacco fanner and carpenter, and congtmction of the four
tobacco dhads & hishome a 120 West . is attributed to him, ca 1900. The Northampton Gazette of December 18. 1888
gives us aglimpse of the levd of physical labor that these farmer/buildersachieved. On one Saturday, the newspgper
reported, George Bitner hewed 100 railroad ties, and then went on to help his neighbor Alvin Strong chop and scorewood
for his lumberyard. Bitner and Betsold a times worked together. As thrifty, pragmatic farmersthey built smply but well.
The 172 gory, gable and wing. Merle Strong House and Pogt Office, 38 Wes Street, ca 1900 (MHC #313, Photograph
No. 7), whose builder was not recorded represents a conservative house form that wes repeated many times.

Early Modern Period 1915-1940
Town Development

The age of automobile travel thoroughly atered the rural landscape of Wes Hatfield by the addition of commercid,
trave-related development long Routes 5 and 10, or West Street. At first residential buildings were adgpted for
commercid use Grace Mullen ran atearoom a the Billings-Strong House, 2 Linseed Road, ca 1845 (MHC #307,
Photograph No. 4) in the 1920s and 1930s The teshouse sarved people traveling through West Hatfield but dso sold
penny candy to the neighborhood children. Flaceslike the teahouse provided opportunities for work other than farming
and working in the tobacco-sorting shops

In 1924 Hatfield'strolley tracks were taken up as people abandoned the streetcars for their automobiles. Drivers followed
the shortest route north and south between Northampton and Greenfield, which was through West Hatfield on West Street.
Straddling the border between Hatfield and Northampton, the first ges station in West Hatfield to serve them was the
Labbee Sarvice Station, built & 881 King Street (Northampton) in the 1920s on Cuitter land. The ges station launched the
roadsde commercid culture that was in full swing on West Street by the 1930s 1t was given aboos when the New Y ork,
New Haven & Hartford Railroad was shut down in 1930 and truck trangport replaced railroad freight. The gopearance of
Howard Johnson's Resaurant a 16 West Street in 1938, built by Hatfield resdent Oliver Blyle on Cutter land,
underscores the volume of traffic that West Hatfield wes attracting (the former Howard Johnson's hes been vedlly dtered
and is excluded from the boundaries of the presant nomination).

(continued)
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Population

Wes Hatfield's ethnic composifion grew in complexity during the 1920s and 1930s Sovakian and German families
farmed but dso provided the town with skilled members of the builders trade. Frank Betsold and his sonswere active
constmcting tobacco shedsand bams. An example of their work is the well-designed garage/shop a Lorenzo Cutter
House, 3B Wes Street (MHC #312. Photograph No. 1), built in the 1920s Many of the town's tobacco bamswere their
work. 1n 1939 Frank Betsold built his last house, the George Betsold House, 29 West Street (MHC #311), an English
Cottage-gtyle house that he felt weas his best work. Betsold was hdped by German-bom George Bitner, who with John
Bitner continued to be active residentia builders throughout Hatfield.

As Sovakian families anived and grew, they rented the Congregational Chapel to hold Lutheran sarvices, beginning in
1907. In 1928, Sovakian Lutherans had gained sufficient numbers and strength to purchase the Congregationa Chapd
from the Union Chapd Society, which then dissolved. Renamed the Holy Trinity Sovak L utheran Church of West
Hatfield, it was re-dedicated in 1928. Michael Havlir was chasen minister in 1930 and wis there for 55 years, ssid tobe
the longest sarvice for a Lutheran pador in the United States. At the outsat of his service, the conscientious Havlir leamed
to goesk Sovak 9 he could giveamoming service each week in the first languege of hiscongregation.

World War |1 wes felt among West Hatfield's ethnic communities, the Germans, Polish and Sovaks. By war time Gaman
familiesin Weg Hatfield included the Betsolds, Deinleins, Stengleins, Gollers, Stoddards, Bitners, VoUingers, Liebl,
Chandlers, Dippolts, Englehardts, and Doppmans

Architecture

There was not agreet ded of constmction during this period, economically dominated as it was by the Depresson. What
was congtructed continued to be modest and practical. The nominated district includes one example of the American
foursquare house a the Lutheran Parsonage, 7 Church Avenue. Built by the congregation in 1931, the parsonegeis
subgantid in materias but unadomed by decorative features.

Agriculture

During the Early Modem Period, West Hatfield's farmers continued raising tobacco and market garden crops, increasing

the quantities of potatoes and onions. Taking advantage of their location on the busy gate highway, fanners sold their
vegetable in farmgtands dong Wes.

(continued)
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What st Wes Hatfield's Garman farmers gpart to alarge degree wes their cooperative form of farming that was & its
gpex during thisperiod. One of the primary benefits of farm familiesworking together was that they mede up an
experienced group. Family members knew how to use hoes, how to plant, top and sucker the plants properly. Beyond
experience, they were dso dways there because they had avested interest inworking, unlike hired laborers from outsde
the community who often had neither the know-how, nor the sudained interest. Farmers were dwaysfighting the weether
and dements, and being eble & harvest timeto count on ateam of ten to twelve experienced handsto ge tobacco in the
bam, off the poles, its leaves stripped and hung was very important.

In early spring, each farmer raised his own seedlings in cold framesknown as tobacco sash.  Then a planting time the
fields of onefamily per day or two were planted by the team. Horse-drawn, then tractor-drawn tobacco setters were used.
On the back of the setter two people would do the actud setting out of the plants and between them awater bandl was
placed that was operated by aplunger to give eech seedling its dose of water. Settersare still usad today, but rather than a
singlerow, they are 6-row setters and can do 8-10 acred/day. Harvest timewas naturally saggered according to when
crops were planted, 0 the same sequence of farmswas generdlly followed for harvest.

Alongside the cooperative farming, another form of labor existed: men who "worked out.” Thesewere generdly farmers
with small acreegewho worked their own land and hired themsdves out to work for larger farms. Three brothers, Eddie,
Anthony, and Joe Osgpowicz (Strong-Osepowicz House, 6 Church Avenue, 1913), were among those who labored in this
way. Their wives worked out as well, as house deaners, for example, and receptionists. John Odey worked for the
Bradfordsat the Fitch-Korza House, 23 Wes Street,; while on his own land down the road, Odey, a Sovak, rasd
tobacco and onions. Josgph Chandler of 42 West Street and Josgph Goller were among West Hatfield's Germans who
raised tobacoco and worked out too. Some wormen went to work in the Smith College kitchen and doing house dleaning in
Northampton. Some smdl farmersdso worked out, particularly inthe winters, a the Webger Box Company and the
Webder & Webder fence and cod company on Bridge Street - outdde the district.

During the winter dmogt everyone, men and women, farmer or farm laborer, worked in tobacco shops  The system
continued of selling their tobacco to independent tobacco shops as digtinct from contracting with the large tobacco
companies. John Strong's tobacco shop, 2 Linseed Road, ca 1900 was the largest shop employing many West Hatfield
people inthe winter; William Cutter was the boss of the shop seasondly. There were amdler family sorting shops too,
none of which remain. But inlarge and smal shopsthe work was the same workers sorted, szed, boxed, and shipped
tobacco. A typical working day for aWes Hatfield farmer was to milk his herd of nine to deven cows inthe moming,
wak up to Strong's tobacco shop for 6 am. opening, work unfil 5p.m., then walk home and do the chores

(continued)
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Modern Period 1940-present
Town Devel opment

By 1940 Hatfield hed a 9rong ethnic mix. Religion provided acommunity focusand hdped to sugtain cultural identity,
the Gamans and Polish were Cathalic, the Sovakians were Lutheran. For many, thispersasted as amark of difference for
svad decadesinthe Modem Period. Closing of the Wes Hatfield school in 1941 may have contributed to the demise of
this ethnic separation as dudents were bussed into Main Stret or to the Hill School where distinctions were harder to
maintain.

Certainly more of theworld was coming to West Hatfield after 1940 and they were coming in carslooking for
entertainment and aplace to day on long trips. Cabins, motds, restaurants, abowling aley, and adriving range were all
amenities inthe Strong Comer vicinity during the period. The Pogt Officemoved to West Street: from 1944 to 1934 it
wes & the Merle Strong House 38 Wes Street (MHC #313, Photograph No. 7) where Strong's daughter, postmidtress
Marjorie Strong Kowalski, lived and worked.

In 1947 the amount of traffic on West Street led to its being widened and designated State Highway, Route 5-10.
Widening the road meant that the L utheran Church nesded to be moved in 25-30" from West Street. The congregation
took the opportunity to expand, providing anew cdllar with goece for activities, an enlarged sanctuary and new dtar.
Widening of West Strest had had aminimal impact on Wes Hatfield unlike construcfion of 1-91 in 1964. The highway
followed the bed of the New Y ork, New Haven, & Hartford right-of-way and hed a devagtating effect on Wes Hatfield,
degtroying farms and effectively cutting off this part of town from the rest of the community. One of the oldest farms in
Wes Hatfield, the Thomas Cutter Farm on Bridge S., was demolished. What was not demolished was often severdy
compromised. A house that clearly demondrates what happened to West Hatfield when 1-91 went through is the George
and SdoniaVallinger House, 72 West Street: it isnow within afew yardsof the intergtate, itstobacco bam cut in half to
accommodate the highway. Also outsde the nominated district, the Smith-Bruscoe farm at 108 West Strest was divided
by the highway, as were the Miller-Stenglein-Shea House & 104 Wes Sireet and the Betsold House & 122 West Street.

Agriculture

Onion production declined precipitoudy townwide due to disesesethat struck the satsduring the 1930s picked up again in
the 1940s and lagted until the 1970s Hatfield's farmerstumed to potatoes, cucumbers, and com after World War 11,
Theethree crops plus grain have been grown consgtently snce the 1940s  Shade tobacco was grown in quantities after
World War Il as well and it was shipped from Wes Hatfield. The shipping continued to be an important part of the
district's economy.

(continued)
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In the early 1970s, Havana Ssed and broadleaf tobacco in open fields and shade tobacco under netting were the favored
crops. A shiftin the industry to homogenized tobacco, however, cut off demand for Hatfield'sfiner grade of tobacco, and
farmerstumed to cultivating potetoes, grain, and com in larger quantities. They have added agparagus, cabbbege, |ettuce,
carrots and beans, beets, squash, tomatoes, peppers, sweat com.  and strawbenies. Christmas trees and omamentd greens
ae grown and fashioned by the Englehardis.

Architecture

Roaddde commercid architecture in West Hatfield followed the pattems that had been established throughout the country
s early asthe 1920s Easeof getting into the store or restaurant or gss station by car was paramount, which meant that
commercia buildings, such as Howard Johnson's, were sat back from the road to provide parking in front or, in the case
of Labbees sarvice station, cusgomers could whed into the gss tanks and get back on the road without interruption. By
1951 thiswes awell-established practice and the Jenny Lind Motel was st far off the road and designed <o that motorists
could drive up to the office, register, and park in front of their units. Similarly, the 1959 Bowling Alley hed large aress in
front and & each Sde for parking.

Meanwhile during the 1940s and 1950s West Hatfield maintained itsbdance of agriculture and commerce and there wes
very limited resdentid infill. Simplicity confinued to characterize the homes that were built in the area, including ranch-
dyle and other suburban dwellings, st back from the road with front lawns. Beginning about 1965, the baance between
agricultural and commercid buildings began to tip towards the commercia on the southem part of West Strest between
Labbeds Sarvice Station and the Lutheran Church. Road-rdated service budnesses have snce the 1960s bean joined by
industrial buildings such as the Odey Construction Company, thetwo buildings of the Industrid Shest Metal Company,
ad mod recently. Mill Valley Molding, Inc. The resdentid-commercid mix persds to the presant day.

Preservation Concerns

As hes been suggested above, the principal preservation concem for the district isthe loss of baance between agriculture
ad commerce that hes existed dnce the early 1920s Farmland is congtantly under pressure for deveopment. With the
infroducfion of industrial, as distinct from commercia uses the residentia and farm outbuilding scae of buildings-whose
only exception until the 1970s was the Bowling Alley- isthreatened. The industrial buildings are large scde, follow no
regular dignment dong Wes Street, and their formsdo not fit into the larger context of resdential and commercia
buildings. Modem construction materias such as metd sding and artificial done d<o differentiate these buildings.
Modem congruction materias d0 threaten the older buildings. The use of vinyl siding and replacement windows on
pre-1960 buildings, including the Lutheran Church, compromises their character and isathreat to materid integrity of the
digtrict. Theextensve reach of new construction as infill amongs older buildings, as well as ingppropriate changes to
ome higtoric buildings in the areg, has necesdtated afar amdler National Regigter district in Wes Hatfield than would
have been possible even a decade ago.

(continued)
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Preservation Activities

The Hatfield Historical Commission has been an activist preservation group for about 30 years The Wes Hatfield
Higtoric Didtrict isthe seventh historic district proposed for the town. The Commission hes preserved atobacco bam
through the Massachusatts Preservation Program Fund and tumed it into anotable agricultural museum. They have
documented the town's properties and its history on video, and anong many other activities have advocated for the
preservation of saverd of the town's mog important buildings, including the First Congregationa Church and the
Memorial Library. In Wes Hatfield they have emphadzed that the significance of the district must be recognized as part
of thewholetown's history. The important themesthat the district represents for the town of Hatfield are the srength of
its immigrant groups, the history of amdl-scae farming operations, the transformation wrought in a community by
trangportation changes and atradition of vemacular housing.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Hatfield are poorly understood, any surviving sites could be
sgnificant. Severd prehistoric dtes have been recorded in Hatfield; however, the lack of syseméic Ste examinaions
and comprehensve town wide archaeological surveys hes resulted inlittle detailed information for the areas Becausethe
town has remaned primarily afarming community and ressted intensive development, it ishighly likely that significant
prehigtoric archaeologica stes survive. Regiond information indicates that surviving Stesmay date from the Paleoindian
(10,000-12,000 B.P.) Period to Native Contact with Europeans inthe 17" century. Sites dating from the Middle Archaic
through Late Woodland Periods have been documented inthe town. These Sites may provide abadsfor reconstmcting
both environmental changewithin the mid-Connecticut River Valley and the process of cultural adjustment as Native
people adopted their settlement and subs Sence drategies inregponseto that change. Archaeological data and sscondary
ourcesindicate that Native American resources exist inthe district and generd areaand that much of the areawas cleared
by Native Americansfor farming. Archaeological survivasin the district locale can help to clarify the importance of this
aeardative to other Native settlements dsawhere dong the Connecticut River.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information on the socidl,
economic and cultural changesthat occuned inavillage that was designated common land a the time of Hatfield's
stlement inthe 17" century and remained undivided and was not settled until the end of the Federd Penod (1776-1830).

Archaeologicd resources dso have ahigh potentia for helping to document the pattem of community devd opment and
economic change inthe digtrict and town. Documentary ressarch and archaeologica testing may asis in documenting
the ongoing physica evolufion of farm complexes, especidly in regponseto changing agricultural practices, products and

(continued)
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labor. Few of the samall broom manufacturing or tobacco sorting facilitiesthat characterized this period have survived
above ground; these could be documented archaeologically. Occupationd related festures (trash pits, privies, wells), are
aso likely to occur around standing buildings and on archaeologicd sites. Careful sampling and the andlys's of the
contents from these features can asis in detailing the changing economic conditions, shiftsin ethnicity and other
sgnificant agpectsof Hatfield's 19" century devel opment.

The andlydis of the contents of occupationa related features can provide detailed information on the inhabitants of
specific resdents and, when sampled as aunit on specific ethnic groups and aress of town and the district. During the 19*
and 20* centuries, Irish, French Canadian, German, and Polish immigrants moved to Hatfield, frequently settling in
particular aressof town including the district. Analysis of occupationd related features associated with ethnic enclaves,
households, and boarding houses can help document how these groups adapted to life mthe district and how they differed
or compared to moretraditional inhabitants of English decent. The andysis of occupationd related features can d<o help
document industrial growth or manufacturing. Broom, boot and shoe manufacture, which developed in the didtrict in the
early 19* century and pesked by ca 1850, and tobacco processing all probably developed as cottage indudtries. The
andyds of occupationd related features a reddences and farmaeads where these acfivitiestook place can provide details
relating to their production technologies and the materias used intheir manufacture. Thisandyss can d<o provide
details on the reationship of specific ethnic groups and sexesto trades like broom manufacture and tobacco processing
and the role those trades played in the acculturation process of certain ethnic groups. Important information may exist
that documents why Irish and French Canadian immigrants did not settle m West Hatfield inthe 1840s and 1850swhile
growth continued with those of English decent.

(end)
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10. Geographic Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundearies for the West Hatfield HD are drawn on accompanying Hatfield assessor's mgps 216, 219, and 224.

Verbal Boundary Justification

The boundary, as drawn, reflects the historically significant portion of Wes Hatfield during the period of significance.
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Date: 5 September 2002

Photographer: Bonnie Parsons

Negative location: Pioneer Valey Planning Commission, Wes Springfield, MA
1. Lorenzo Cutter House, View to northwest

2. Stebbins-Englehardt House, View to northwest

3. Issec Sampson House, View to northwest

4. Billings-Strong House, View to southeest

5. Fitch-Korza House, View to northeast

6. Congregationa Chapd, View to southeest

7. Merle Strong House and Pogt Office, View to southwest
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
MassachusettsHistorical Commission . .V

December 30, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please fmd the following nomination form:
Wes Hatfield HD, Hatfield (Hampshire), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condideration 30 to 45 daysbefore the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Fnesberg
National Regigter Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission
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cC: Bonnie Parsons, PVPC, consultant
Frederick & Chrigtina Martin, Hatfield Historical Commission
Mary Lou Cuitter, Hatfield Historical Commission
Patrick J. Gaughan, Board of Sdectmen
Hatfield Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
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