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The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer is a modest one-story rustic stone 
church with Gothic details. This symmetrical structure is distinguished 
by its two gabled entry bays which are at right angles to the nave. All 
openings have Gothic arches and the windows are of stained glass. Celtic 
crosses adorn the roof of the church and the vestibule. The handsome local 
stone was quarried at Frank Pollard's ranch, at the northwest edge of town.
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The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer is a locally significant architectural 
landmark. Its rustic design, attributed to local mason, Frank Pollard, 
coupled with its Gothic motifs and stonework make it a significant Salmon 
building. The church is one of Idaho's more exceptional examples of 
ecclesiatical vernacular architecture.
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Episcopal Church of the Redeemer

7. The interior of the Episcopal church of the Redeemer has bejfca remodeled.

The building is generally characterized by its stone building material, 
rectangular shape with two entry bays extending from the body, and a 
gabled rooff all plainly indicated by the photograph. It sits upon 
a triangular corner lot of rather small dimensions. However, the lot 
is well situated at the intersection of several major Salmon Arteries, and 
its south gable, with the major window of Christ praying in Gethsemane, 
presents a substantial image to the traveler after he/she crosses the 
bridge and departs town.

Specific design features which were omitted from the original nomination
include four lancet windows on the west side which cannot be viewed in
the photograph. The large south window has extremely modest tracery.
The gable roof employs a cedar shake shingle covering and the ridgelines have
inconspicuous metal cresting which terminate with nodules*

8. The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer is architecturally significant as one
of Idaho's more exceptional examples of ecclesiastical vernacular architecture 
in the state. At the turn of the century the Christian religion still 
flourished in Idaho, as in most of the nation, and figured significantly 
in the formation of the public's beliefs and moral standards. The people 
of most communities erected rather substantial edifices to their god which 
reflected the position of the church in their communal lives. Frequently 
in small towns the bhurch buildingsrank*' in size and ornament with the 
major commercial structures, public buildings and school houses, and thus 
directly and significantly contribute to the architectural patina of a 
town. Such is the case in Salmon, a town of 3»000, in which the Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer figures as the most substantial ecclesiastical 
structure in the landscape.

Most of the more substantial church buildings in Idaho were architect designed, 
and indeed a high proportion of Idaho's architect rendered plans are in the 
form of houses of worship. There exist many vernacular examples of ecclesiastical 
architecture in the state as well however. In the main these are rather simple, 
frame structures which emulate boxes with steeples, rather crude and not 
extrmely aesthetically inspiring. The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, built 
of stone, is one of the more substantial and appealing examples of a house 
of god in the vernacular tradition. Its simple straight-forward design, 
excellent siting and use of native stone, give the building a certain charm 
and make it a local landmark. When compared to its many more simple vernacular 
contemporaries, it stands out as a gem in the Gem state. Also, since it is 
a church building it assumes a slightly more ornate appearance than the majority 
fcf the vernacular structures scattered about Idaho.


