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The "Oaks" is a two-story and attic, wood-frame residence in a 
combination of Stick and Eastlake styles with elaborate decoration. The 
basic floor plan is square with gables protruding from the east the west 
sides and the southeast corner of the facade, and a two-story, square 
tower extending from the southwest corner. The facade, which faces south, 
was originally composed of a large gable on the eastern side that abutted 
a very decorative porch with a spindle gallery and other ornamentation and 
entrances on either side.

The numerous decorative features of the house include an ornate 
boxed cornice with brackets, two corbelled chimneys, stickwork in the 
gables, fishscale shingles, several dormers, an iron crocket on the tower, 
and some window decoration. The interior still contains the original 
redwood panelling and staircase, its high ceilings, and the original 
fireplace mantels.

Alterations to the structure have consisted of an addition on the 
north end, the removal of the porch on the facade, the removal of most 
of the original ironwork on the roof, enclosure of the porch on the 
second story of the tower, and the removal of most of the window shutters 
and hoods. During World War II, the interior was sectioned into separate 
rooms for boarders. The new owners are currently restoring the house as 
closely as possible to its original appearance. They will be removing 
the addition on the north end, adding as much of the original ornamentation 
as can be found, and completely refurbishing the interior as a single- 
family dwelling.

The house is set to the rear of a large lot in a residential 
section of Monrovia.
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The "Oaks" was built in 1885 for William Newton Monroe, the founder 
(with E.F. Spence and J.D. Bicknell) of Monrovia, and for whom the city 
was named. Born in Indiana in 1841, Monroe became a contractor and rail* 
road builder, handling construction for both the Union Pacific and 
Southern Pacific. In 1884 he purchased 240 acres of Lucky Baldwin f s 
ranch and helped to found the city of Monrovia two years later. Monroe 
was very active in the early development of the community serving as its 
first mayor, building and becoming a director of the Granite Bank of 
Monrovia, -establishing a transit system, and donating property for the 
building of the first Monrovia school, and the Baptist, Congregational, 
and Methodist churches.

Monroe had his first residence built in Monrovia in 1884, the first 
residence in the new community. The following year, he commissioned Los 
Angeles architect Solomon I. Haas, whose firm was responsible for the 
Los Angeles City Hall in 1888, and many other distinctive buildings in 
the area, to design what he thought would be his permanent home in 
Monrovia. Since there were no hotels in the young community which was 
to be founded the following year, the home became the social center for 
most Monrovia visitors and its early citizens. Monroe stayed there for 
only four years, selling the "Oaks 11 to E.F. Spence and Judge Bicknell 
who transformed the structure into "Monrovia Ladies f College of the 
University of Southern California*1 in 1890. The college failed after 
one year and the house again became a private residence. During World 
War II, the house was divided into separate rooms for boarders. It 
was sold in 1977 and restoration work has begun on the now single-family 
residence to transform it back to its original condition.

The William N. Monroe House today is the second oldest residence 
in the city of Monrovia and the most important link to its early 
settlement. Besides its association with the founder of that town, it 
is also one of the best examples of Victorian architecture in the city.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A lot commencing at a point on the eastern side of Primrose Avenue 300' 
north of Oaks Avenue, extending 100 f northward along Pirimrose, 141 f 
eastward, 100 f southward, and then 141 f westward to the original point.
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