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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

2 story plus attic school building 120' x 64', situated near the south edge of"
St. Helena at the south corner of Main Street and Grayson Ave. Construction is
reinforced concrete core with exterior of native Nava County cut stone. Main entrance
is in the centre of the N. E. long wall through a circular arch to the second floor.
First floor is reached through enktrances at N.W. AND S, E. ends of the building.
Original layout involved classrooms on lst. and 2nd floors and entertainment and
assenbly hall in the attiec. The building was originally roofed with slate, sinwe
replaced with modern materials. The interior has been little changed with many original
features remaining, such as oressed metal wainscoating moldings and room layout.

Architect was Frederick Soderberg of Oakland; builder, E.T. Thurston, San
Francisco; landscape,Donald Mclaren,San Franciscoj;stonework,Martini and Co. St. Helena;
concrete work, Harry Thorsen, St. Helena; interior mill work, W.H. Corlett-
Enterpricee Planning Mill, Napa.

Original cost was $30,000.

Today, the building can no longer be used as a school because of the California
State Field Act. Since 1967, it has been used as a cultural and community centre
under the direction of Vintage Hall, Inc. The Field Act set stringent requirements
for earthquake safety for school classroom buildings. It is not a negative reflection
upon the quality or condition of the building, itself. It has also been used for school
district offices.

This building served as the only high school for the St. Helena greater area from
1913 to 1967, S : o ' : o T ’ ‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area surrounding St. Helena in 1900 was one of small scattered school
districts with little or no unity. With the completion of this building, there
existed for the first time, " a widespread movement towards offering the very best
educational advantages to the greatest number. This movement involved the abandonment
of the small poorly equiped and inefficient local school and the bringing together
of the children from a group of villages to one strong central institution." ( St.
Helena Stair newspaper, June, 1912 )

It is one of the earliest public high school buildings in California still in
existence. It may be the oldest, although we are unable to verify this absolutely.

It is the only stone school building remaining in Napa County. More than any
other form of architecture, stone construction is indigenous to the Napa Valley.
Stone was prized for its strenght and durability, as well as for its beauty. Over the
years, there have been several stone school buildings in the county...only this one
remains.

From the very beginning, the quality and charm of this structure was recognized
locally as evidenced by numerous " rave notices" in newspaper articles at the time
of its construction.

In 1967,at the end of its life as a school building( dpe to Califormia's
Field Act earthquake safety law ), a local group called Vi age Hall, Inc, was formed.
A major goal of this group is the preservation of this building. They occupy the
building today and have spearheaded a drive to turn it into a community centre.

Original landscaping for the St. Helena High Schoox was done by
Donald McLaren, son and partner of John McLaren, who achieved fame as the creator
of Golden Gate Park in San Francisco.
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