FRBM A - AR

MSSACHLEETTS H STAR GL. GVWWISH ON
80 BOLSION STREET, BCBIAN M\ 02116

Photos (3'x3" or 3'x5" Dl ack
| white) Indicateon back

of each photo street addresses
for bUI|dI n]gs shownn. Saple to
left side form

See attached phot os.

Setch Mp. Dawa general nap of the
area Indicating propertieswthinit.

each property for which Individual
Inventory forns have been conpl et ed.
Label streets includingroute nunbers, i f
any. Indicatenorth, (Atach a separate
sheet i f space here | s not sufficient).

Se attached nap.

Acr eage: roxinately 87 acres.
9 l\edafOpId ad yNaIICk

Scale: 1. 25,000

um Ref er ences:

IelQ%SO 4780020

B 19 304580 4679700
C 19 304420 46/9/00
D 19 304380 4680030

Nt |

20

moOmX»
§
%

%

(B85 QATRNEE

Aea Letter Formnunbers Inthis Aea
B Se District Data Sheet

Tom Serbo,,
Nre of Aea (Ifany) Edvard s Plain-

Dowse' s r.nrnpr Historic nic;t.rict

Present Use Primarily residential

General Date or Period ra. 17.sn - 1@

General Condition pxcel lent

Acreage  Apprnxi matply RZ acres
Recorded by Rotcy FiPHhPur)

(rgani zat i on Massachusetts Historical CGnmnss

Dat e March 1985



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)
The Edward s Plain-Dowse s Corner Historic District represents a well-preserved enclave
of 18th and 19th century buildings, remnants of the area's early development as a center
for small-scale cottage industry and of the families prominently involved in that
development. The district retains integrity of setting, design, location, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and holds significant historic archaeological
potential for sites related to early industry. As a remarkably intact microcosm of 19th
century rural life, the district fulfills Criteria A, B, C, and D of the National
Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE  Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the community.

The proposed Edward's Plain-Dowse's Corner Historic District covers

situated along North Main Street in a linear north-south configuration, running from
Sherborn's commercial district almost to the Natick line. Its land is essentially flat
and is bordered by Brush and Peter's hills to the west and Pine Hill and lowlands to the
east. Although North Main Street (Route 27) is a main traffic artery in Sherborn, the
area remains a small rural community and retains much of its premodern feeling. Its
landscape contains 18th and 19th century residences and associated outbuildings, old
barns, stone walls, granite gateposts, and Plain Cemetery, a late 18th century burial
ground. Its building stock is generally well maintained and unaltered.

(Continued)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain historical importance of area and how the area relates to the
development of other areas of the community.

The Edward's Plain-Dowse's Corner Historic District developed as a center for light
manufacturing during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. The district remains a

semirural community of well-preserved 18th and 19th century buildings. Now primarily
residential, the district nonetheless retains some of the early outbuildings associated

with agriculture-related industry. Thirty-three buildings and an early cemetery are

included within the district; thirty-one of these structures contribute to the

district's significance.

The district was sparsely settled during the late 17th and early 18th centuries; its
inhabitants relied chiefly on agricultural pursuits for their livelihood. By the early
19th century, the district had become relatively thickly settled, and between 1780 and
1800, ten new structures were added to the existing seven. With the gradual return of
stability and prosperity after the Revolutionary War, the area was transformed into a
node of light manufacturing, serving Sherborn Center to the south as well as other
communities in the region. Among the tradesmen working within the district between 1780
and 1860 were an edge-tool manufacturer, blacksmiths, gunmakers, a coffin designer,
wheelwright, cidermill owners, tanners, whipmakers, and shoe manufacturers. In
addition. Deacon William Clark established a general store to the south of 84 North Main
Street in 1800 (no longer extant) and by 1824 Captain Daniel Paul kept a tavern at 31
North Main Street (#94).

(Cont i nued)
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The 33 structures in the district generally do not exceed 2 1/2 stories in height, are
of rectangular or L-shaped plan and. with one notable exception, are constructed of
wood. Stylstical ly, the building stock ranges from mid 18th century Georgian vernacular
to a single well-crafted Queen Anne-style residence. Dowse's Comer, at the northern
end of the district, retains a number of intact Greek Revival-style houses, and with its
broad lawns, presents a remarkable unspoiled picture of a pre-Civil War New England
community. The majority of the properties are in Federal and Greek Revival styles,
reflecting the district's period of greatest prosperity, between the Revolution and the
Civil War. Many were associated with the district's light manufacturing during these
years, and retain some features associated with that early industrialization.

The Whitney House/Paul Tavern, 41 North Main Street (#94), is the oldest building in the
district. It was built ca. 1750 as an early Georgian residence and greatly enlarged in
1824 in the Federal style. Local tradition suggests that the building may also contain
remnants of a ca. 1680 structure. The Col. Samuel Bullard House, 33 North Main Street
(1763, #92), is a well-preserved simple Georgian-style residence, with its entrance
topped by a fanlight and framed by narrow pilasters and dentilated cornice.

Notable Federal-style residences include: the Tapley Wyeth House's main block, 46 North
Main Street (ca. 1795, $96), and the Jeremiah Butler House, 5 Butler Street (1818, #5).
Both are five bays wide, hip roofed, with two rear interior chimneys. Among the more
common gable-roofed five-bay Federal-style houses are: the Capt. Harvey Partridge
House, 51 North Main Street (ca. 1800, rear ell, ca. 1820, main block, #98); the Morse
Perry House, 83 Mortth MaTrTStreet (ca. 1782, rear ell, ca. 1810, nain bl ock: #1057,
Benjamin Dvee Hbuse, 91 North Main Street (1814, rear el |, 180, nain block: #108) ad
the” Joseph Dovge Jr. HITse 106 North Min Street (1819, #112). Thefirst three o
these reflect the trend in thedistrict to usean older structure asthe ell of a never
one.

The district isrich in vernacular Geek Revival-style houses. Mst are rectangul ar,
tenpl e-formbui | dings, three bays wde wth a front-tacing gable. Built primarily for

s of the Dovwge famly between 1840 and 1860, these sol1d dwellings featurewde
corner and fascia boards, classicized front door enfranenents, and pedi nented
attics. Particularly noteworthy is the Joseph Dosge Jr. House at 100 North Min Street
(1844, #110), which has al| of these features as well as a front verandah supported by
fluted Tuscan col unms. Next door at 102 North Min Street, the Nathaniel Hery Dovse
House (1854, #111), the facades are enlivened by a deeply recessed entrance, héavy
pedi nented door and w ndow surrounds, and an open verandah wth Doric col ums. Other
notevorthy exanpl es of the Geek Revival style include the Lonel1l Coolidge House, 93
North Min Street (1847, #1090 and the WII1am Chanterl ai n Dovge House. 13 Lake Street
1856, #4). TRe Tucker-H ce House, 14 (bolldgg Street (ca. 1788, ca. 1820, #8)"{He"

Nm House, North Min Street n/ 82, #U, and the Awry L Babcock Jr. House,
123 North Min Street (ca. 1825, #115) were

(Continued)

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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all originally Federal-style buildings that received Greek Revival-style surface
treatments in the 1840s.

The Italianate style, less popular in Sherborn, is essentially represented in the
district by small details in otherwise traditional buildings. The Andrew Jackson Church
House, 1 Coolidge Street (1851, #6), for instance, is a finely detailed Greek
Revival-style residence, similar in size, plan, and ornamentation to others in the
district, with a pair of Italianate-style roundheaded windows in its attic gable.

Only two houses may be said to represent the romantic revival styles of the mid to late
19th century. 112 North Main Street, built in 1859, exhibits an irregular plan and
elements of the Gothic Revival and Italianate styles; a triple roundhead window,
Italianate in feeling, is placed beneath a gothic quatrefoil in the attic gable. A late
example of the Gothic style is to be found at 59 North Main Street (ca. 1890-1895).

Both Victorian houses were owned by Charles Dort Donse (#113 and #102, respectively).

The Jonathan Holbrook House, 44 North Main Street (1880, #95), is the only full-blown
Queen Anne-style building in the district—and, indeed, in Sherborn. Of irregular plan,
the house displays many of the features characteristic of the style: animated surface
detail, including a variety of patterned shingles and half timbering, punchwork and
Chinese fretwork; a mansard-roofed tower; several porches; and differing window
treatments.

Although most of the district's buildings were built as residences, several special-use
structures were constructed in the late 18th-early 19th centuries. They now serve as
dwellings. Capt. Harvey Partridge's Edge-tool Factory, 53-55 North Main Street (1796,
#99), is the only stone building in the district. BuTIt of locally quarried granite
with walls fifteen inches thick, the factory is sited with its three-bay east gable end
facing the street. The building has been used as a residence since the 1860s.

The Plain School, 60 North Main Street (1834, #103), is a 1 1/2-story Greek
Revival-style structure that originally had separate entrances for boys and girls.
Bigelow Cider Mill, 47-49 North Main Street (ca. 1850, #97), was a simple
front-facing-gable vernacular structure that received a pair of two-story polgonal bays
on its front facade when it was converted to residential use ca. 1875.

The district contains only two intrusions. Ore is a mid-20th century house built in the
"colonial" style; the other, the Lemuel Leland House, 61 North Main Street (ca. 1810,
#104), was the work of Sherborn's master builder, Ebenezer Mann. Nevertheless, the
building was drastically altered in the 1950s and no longer retains integrity. It must
therefore be considered noncontributing.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Edward's Plain is said to have been named for Edward west, oneoT trie town s first
selectmen, lay preachers, and schoolteachers. West was named schoolmaster in 1694. He
was granted a large tract of land in the 1680s, which stretched from Sherborn Center
north to Everett Street. Thefirst area of settlement in Sherborn or Boggestow had been
located in the southeast section of the town along the Charles River. Undoubtedly
settlement on Edward's Plain was spurred by the construction of a meetinghouse on a hill
above "theplain"” in 1680. Among the first families to settle on the northern section
of "the plain" in the late 17th century was the Whitney family. Jonathan Whitney came
to Sherborn from Watertown in 1678. Local tradition maintains that the Whitney
House/Paul Tavern, 41 North Main Street, contains remnants of Jonathan Whitney's
original dwelling house. Subsequent members of the family built the ca. 1760 main block
of the present structure. Despite the arrival of the Whitneys and a few other families
in the area, development was slow until after the Revolution.

In the forefront of the district's post-1770s settlement was Ebenezer Dowse, from whom
the district takes its name. Dowse and his family fled Charlestown, Massachusetts, on
the eve of the Battle of Bunker Hill and settled on Everett Street in the northern part
of Sherborn and the nominated district. Heutilized the boggy lowlands behind his house
for the soaking of hides, and was the first to successfully engage in tanning and
whipmaking in the area. This trade was carried on by his four sons. It was members of
the Dowse family who built six houses on and around Dowse's Corner during the building
boom of 1840-1860. By the 1850s, some family members had turned to manufacturing
shoes. Dowse-related buildings include residences of Ebenezer's grandsons, Benjamin,
Nathaniel, and Joseph Dowse Jr. at 91, 102, and 106 North Main Street, respectively, as
well as the Joseph Dowse Il House, 3 Coolidge Street, the William Chamberlain Dowse
House, 13 Lake Street, and the Dowse-Mann House, 30 North Main Street. Nathaniel Henry
Dowse's three-story shoe shop was located at the fork of Coolidge and North Main
Streets. His shop's twenty men made a heavy work shoe, called a brogan. whichwas
shipped out for sale to southern plantations. Lowell Coolidge served an apprenticeship
with Nathaniel Dowse and later built a sizeable shop next to 93 North Main Street
(#109). Theautomation of large-scale shoe factories in the early 20th century
terminated New England's small shoemaking businesses. Dowse's shoe manufactory burned
in 1907. Thelast shoe was made in Coolidge's shop in 1908 and his building was moved
to nearby East Holliston.

In addition to the Dowses' industries, a number of buildings associated with the area's
artisans survive, virtually intact remnants of north Sherborn's heyday as a light
manufacturing center in the early to mid 19th century. Among the trades practiced in
the district between 1780 and 1860 were: edge-tool manufacturing (Capt. Harvey
Patridge's stone factory, built 1796, stands at 53-55 North Main Street); gunmaking
(Lemuel Leiand's nationally known gunshop was behind his home at 61 North Main Street,
ca. 1810); carpentry (Amasa Green, 54 North Main Street, ca.1800); carriage wheel
manufacturing (Jeremiah Butler's establishment was at 5 Butler Street, 1818); and
cidermaking by James Bigelow (51 North Main Street, ca. 1850).

(Continued)

Staple to Inventory form at bottmn
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After the Civil War, some industries that hadthrived in the antebellum period
disappeared. As coaches passed out of service, the last whips were made by the Dowses
in 1876. First, large-scale urban factories outside Sherborn andthen the arrival of
automation terminated the town's single-shop shoe manufactories. Gradually the district
became more strictly residential, home to a number of prosperous Sherborn citizens. The
last remnant of this area's commercial character is the still-thriving firm of C. A.
Dowse and Sons, Inc., apple growers. This business was established in 1919 forthe
automobile touring trade by Nathaniel Henry Dowse's son, Charles Herbert Dowse. Today
only the former factories—now residences— and thedwellings and outbuildings of the
district's artisans remain.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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The bounds of the Edward's Plain-Dowse's Corner Historic District were drawn to include
a cohesive linear grouping of late 18th and early-mid 19th century residential buildings
distinguished for their associations with the area's small-scale cottage industries and
by the high quality of their preservation, design, and detail. The district is
semirural with large lots and houses set well back from the road. A number of the
buildings retain original outbuildings. The district's bounds are defined by the
presence of widely scattered new construction on the periphery—residential to the north
and east, and commercial to the south--and by an area of snamp and marshland at the
district's northwest end. The district's western boundary south of Coolidge Street is
determined by the presence of the Framingham and Mansfield railroad tracks. North of
Coolidge Street, a row of newresidences set on a rise on the west side of North Main
Street fail to intrude on the district andlie just beyond its western bounds.

Specifically, beginning at the southwest corner of 33 North Main Street and proceeding
north along rear lot lines and the tracks of the Conrail railroad tracks to the
northwest corner of 3 Coolidge Street; thence turning to follow the northern lot line of
3 Coolidge Street to the lot's northernmost corner, turning to follow the curbline
westward and crossing the street to follow the lot lines of 14 Coolidge Street; thence
following the northern curbline of Coolidge Street southeast to its intersection with
North Main Street; thence turning northward and traveling along the curbline of North
Main Street up to the beginning of a lot now held as town conservation land and turning
to travel west, then turning north at a point behind the 21 milestone and continuing
north across Rockwood Street and following rear property lines to the northernmost
corner of 127 North Main Street, turning at a right angle, andtraveling to the North
Main Street curbline; thence turning to proceed southward along the western side of
North Main Street, and crossing to the eastern side at the intersection of Rockwood,
North Main, and Everett Streets; thence traveling east following the northern lot lines
of the Plain Cemetery, 100 North Main Street (which extends behind 102 to 112 North Main
Street), and 13 Lake Street, then turning south to follow the eastern lot lines of 13
Lake Street, crossing Lake Street, and traveling along the rear (east) and side
(southern) property lines of 86 North Main Street; thence turning at an oblique angle to
follow the property line of 84 North Main Street and traveling south to cross the edge
of a marshland area fronting North Main Street and reach the northeast corner of 5
Butler Street; continuing south along the eastern lot line of 5 Butler Street and
crossing Butler Street to follow rear lot lines of 46 and 44 North Main Street, crossing
over Eliot Street, and continuing along rear lot lines from 35 North Main Street to
32-34 North Main Street; thence turning at aright angle to travel west along the
southern lot lines of 30 and 33 North Main Street.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Edward's Plain-Dowse's Corner Historic District
Section number « — PaQe sherborn Multiple Resource Area (Middlesex Cty)

Continuation sheet, Section 8
Edward's Pl ai n-Dowse's Corner Historic District

The Col onel Sarnuel Bullard House, 33 North Main Street Sherborn,

| ocated within the Edward's Pl ai n-Dowse's Corner Historic District,
no |longer possesses |nte?1r|ty of materials, workmanship, setting,
design, or feeling, andhas ceased to neet thecriteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places. Thehbuilding was a
wel | -preserved simple Georgian-style residence, with itsentrance
topped by a fanlight andframed by narrow pilasters and dentilated
cornice. | t hasundergone significant alterations andnowhas a
substantial addition onthe rear.' I naddition, | thaslost historic
fabric onboth interior andexterior, it schimeys have been
removed, andal | wi ndows, doors, andclapboards have been
replaced.

The property's status i stherefore changed from contributingto

noncontributing.
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PROPERTY Edward's Pl ain--Dowse's Corner Historic District
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March 20, 1991

Carol Shull, Keeper

National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior, National Park Service
P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DBC 20013-7127

RE Col. Sanuel Bullard House, Edward's Pl ain-Dowse's Corner
Hi storic District, Sherborn, M\

Dear Ms. Shul |:

At the written request of the Sherborn Historical Commssion, the
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion i s sending you additional
technical documentation regarding the Col. Sanuel Bullard House,s

| ocated i nthe Edward's Pl ain-Dowse's Corner Historic District
éliste;i 01/03/86) i nthe Sherborn Multiple Resource Area (M ddl esex
ounty).

The Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion w shes to change the status
of this property fromcontributing to noncontributing. The
property owner was informedinwriting of MHC s intention and given
the opportunity to comment. No comments were received.

A continuation sheet for the district nom nationi s enclosed.

Sincerely,

Judith B MDonough
State Historic Preservation Director
Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

cc: Betsy Johnson, Chairperson, Sherborn Historical Conm ssion
JBM bf

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Ojficer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



