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MASS.4CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

66-D 

1. Town 
V /o rce s t e r 

Address 

Name 

309 L i n c o l n S t r e e t 

C h a d w i c k - B r i t t a n House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner Blanche P a q u e t t e 

Description: 

Date c a . l 7 9 i 

Source Spea r s , O l d Landraarks , , , 

Style r'ederalist 

Architect unlmown ( i f a n j ) 

Exterior wall fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features h v l o K f o u n d a t i o n , cente 

e n t r a n c e w i t h Greek R e v i v a l f r a r a e , 
t w i n i n t e r i o r ch imneys , some 6 /9 
sash • ' 

p o r c h e s dormers 
Altered added ( ? ) Date c a c l 9 0 0 

pe rhaps w i t n i n 
Moved o r i g i n a l l o t Date l 6 6 0 s ? 

A s s e s s o r s ' i j ook 9, p . l 9 -
Lot size; L o t s 3i+ 6: 5 1 l l , O i + b s q . f t 

One acre or less x Over cne acre 

7 0 ' Approximate frontage 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

20J 
V/. M , Seaman  

Recorded by e d , B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc . Her i t ag .e P r e s . Soc 
Januar- 1978 

•Date HAvi-.q^rl Marr-.h 1979 '-

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

L j d i a Chadwick (;?; 

^̂ €H54d onee/ inn 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates ^ ^ . d ^ ^ s o n l ; (mid 19 th o c a ^ 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

-io p resen t ) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Of apparent i^'ederalist o r i g i n s , the Chadwick-Brittan House i s among 
V/orcester's few well-preserved houses of that period. The house i s two 
and one-half stories high and has a s^.mr.ietrical center-entrance facade 
(west). Added to the facade have been a Greek Revival s t v l e doorv^ay (ca, 
l6I|-5) and Colonial Revival st-' l e dormers and porch (ca.l90)O. Extending 
along Shaffner Street, the house has a long two-store^-' e l l , portions of 
which r e t a i n o r i g i n a l G/9 sash. 

The house's earl;, h i s t o r j i s unclear; a 1931 historv names 309 Lincoln 
Street as the former Chadwick Tavern, b u i l t f o r Lydia Chadwick i n 1797. 
Additional sources repeat the same information and an 1577 "Map of Ea r l i e s t 
S e t t l e r s " (prepared by Caleb V/all) notes t h i s location as being the Chad­
wick Hotel, opened around iSoO, By 1333 (the jear of the f i r s t detailed 
map of Vvorcester) the building had ceased to be an inn and was owned by 
A.D, Foster, During the mid-nineteenth century the house was occupied bj 
Josiah B r i t t a n , who owned extensive property on both sides of Lincoln 
Street around Adams Square (imraediatel;^,• south of 309 Lincoln S t r e e t ) . 
B r i t t a n also operated a brickyard i n t h i s v i c i n i t y . A f ter Brittan's death 
the property wa.s sold b\ his widov; to George H, Lane, a blacksmith, and 

'.itfeer to Josiah Shattuck, owner of the V/orcester Truck Company, During 
the l a t e l680s and l890s, much of Brittan's former property was subdivided 
and developed w i t h Queen Anne style cottages and houses. At the time of 
th i s subdivision the Chadwick-Brittan House raay have been moved s l i g h t l y 
north on i t s o r i g i n a l l o t to make way f o r Shaffner Street, 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Mange, P, Out' Inns from 1718 to 1918, patnphlet i n c o l l e c t i o n of 
Vvorcester H i s t o r i c a l Society, 

Spears, J,P. Old Landmarks, (1931) p.113. 
Ŵ 11,-.C. "Map of E a r l i e s t S e t t l e r s " (1877) 
Wall, C, Reminiscences, p,267. 
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