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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on Main Street in the extended business district, this Post Office is
surrounded by properties of mixed uses which include the Chamber of Commerce,

a small supermarket, filling station and across the street, the Masonic Temple,
bank, and Thayers Inn, the town's major hostelry. The neighboring real estate
is well maintained, but of such diverse use and building types that a sense of
disorder prevails with the Post Office dominating the scene.

An imposing structure three stories in height, it is faced with very attractive
variegated brick laid in English bond lavishly trimmed in white martle. Marble

is used to form a substantial base, the lower portion of the portico, columns,
window trim, quoins, string course, frieze, cornice and an elaborate cupola.

Broad granite steps lead to an entrance terrace paved in slate and the hand rails
are made of bronze. The single entrance is recessed and arched with a fan light

of leaded tracery, this detail repeated each side over casement windows set in wood
panels with carved detailing. The lower portion of the portico supports a two-
story colonaded section featuring four columns of the Ionic Order; the intervening
spaces are filled with large double hung windows panelled below, trimmed in marble
and accented with marble keystones. Carved marble feature panels are located
between the lower fenestration and the smaller windows of the third floor; this
treatment is continued around the main three-story portion of the building. Great care -
is taken to continue the rich architectural detailing in the two-story wing behind
the main portion of the building; all windows on the first floor are arched, with
fanlights, panels below and trimmed in the white marble. Further embellishments
on the exterior include decorative griilwork at recessed niches in the lower

front portico, railing for the second floor windows and around the areaways. In
addition, the marble frieze has a repeated carved circular motif, the pediment an
elliptical window, and the roof a balustrade of fret work each side of the marble
cupola.

The interior architectural work is equally executed with great care and taste.

The lobby is all in its original state except for the lighting. Flooring of multi-
colored quarry tile is bordered in grey marble which is also used for stair

treads. A black marble base is continued around the lobby and forms the risers

of the stair, which has balusters of twisted wrought iron and a polished mahogany
hand rail. There is wood wainscot with raised panels and carved top rail, a

detail which is repeated in larger scale at the head of the boxes, service

windows and vestibule screen. Plain plaster walls have raised plaster medallions
on the entrance and innér: walls and smaller ones are repeated on the cornice which
supports a moulded tray ceiling.
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L

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There can be little doubt that this structure. is one of significance to the Town
and state as well as to the nation. 'Its presence in the town of Littleton must
.be strongly felt by all- vho pass by ard those who usa its post3al facilities.” One
canrot help but’ hope that a future opnortuqlty w11] occur when the immediate ..
surroundings can: be altered to provide the bulldlno with a more sympathetic - settlng
Possibly, ‘the grandp t twentieth century. Fedoral ‘building in the-state of Ne '
'Hampﬁhlr this property of .exceptional archltecture located.-in .a rurdl area is a
constant remlnder ofy Federal powar,j0rganization .and institutionalization.’
Constructed.in 1933, at .a time of expanded Federal bwildingz program to alleviate-
rampant ynemployment,  this structure is- ev1d°nce of the ability of the office of
the Supervising. Architect; James Aa Wotmore, ‘to. design stnuchu*e, of architec¢tural
merlt qywbollvlng governmort qt*ength and. 1dpaly.. - B .

s s o
ths bulldlng whlch haq a strong archltchufal presence .on the main thnrouOhLaro
of this socio-economic center of northern New Hampshire was constructed in 1933.°
This was a time of an expanded Federal building program to alleviate rampant
unemployment during the great depression. The Federal Employment Stabilization Act
of 1931 stressed advanced planning to -prevent unemplovment and directed constiuction
agencies to prepare six-year building plans. The appropriations for public building
were increased by $100,000,000. that year. Two hundred sixty-seven staff members
were added to the Supervising Architect's office increasing the work force.to
almost elght hundred. Increased volume of building activity did not dramatically
change design policy for small post offices, but for projects such as Littleton
which combined post office amd court house operations as well as offices for
additional,governmental agencies, special effort was taken to design a building -
symbolic of government strength and ideals The Colonial Revival style selected
for this structure was the second most . ponu;ar architectural mode for Federal
Gove*nment”bulldlng,de81gn during the 1930's. Along with the Classical style, the
Colonial Revival style was "symbolic of both Americar past and her:future progress of
incregsing.) theearchitectural symbol of the Federal Government." This red brick
with white marble trimmed building is characterized by Georgian Revival surface
treatments (e.g. fanlights, keystone arches and wedge shaped 11ntel) and features
an elaborate cupola with arched openings.

Possibly the grandest twentieth century Federal building in the State of New
Hampshire, this property of exceptional architecture located in a rural area is
a constant reminder of Federal power, organization and institutionalization.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Northwest corner of the intersection of Main and. Maple Streets - rectangular in
shape with a boundary of 163.75 feet on Main Street and a boundary of 200 feet
" on Maple Street. Site contains 32,750 square, feet. . .-
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This building's U. S. Treasury Supervising Architect was James A. Wetmore -

born November 10, 1863 in Bath, New York; he was a graduate of Georgetown
University. He began work as a law and court stenographer and joined the U. S.
Treasury Department in 1885. Over a 45 year period, he held positions within

the U. S. Treasury Department ranging from stenographer to Supervising Architect.
During his tenure at least 2,000 buildings were designed in his office. He

died March 4, 1940.

Carefully maintained over the years and essentially preserved in its original
form, this building continues to be an important focal point within the
community.
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