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A N O / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Mechanics Block 

LOCATtON 5th Cong. D i s t r i c t , F. Bradfor 
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IIILOWNER OF PROPERTY 
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Lavjrence General Hospital and private owners 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Garden and Orchard Streets 
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Lawrence 
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7, D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 

(Check OneJ 

- • Excellent E Good [ 3 Fair • Deteriorated • Ruins • Unexposed 

e' (Check One) 

' 3 Altered • Una,ltered 

(•Check One) 

• Moved H Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( / / k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

fhe Mechanics Block, 34 two-story brick rowhouses, faces Orchard Street on 
the north and Garden Street on the south, i n Lawrence, Mass. Each house i s 
Jidiree bays wide and has a small fenced-in garden area i n f r o n t ; 14' wide 
backyards now contain two-story wooden e l l s . An alle y , running from east to 
west i n the center of the block, divides these properties. Second and t h i r d 
a lleys, at r i g h t angles to the center one, run north to Orchard Street and 
south to Garden Street on both the east and west boundaries of the Historic 
D i s t r i c t , separating i t from the rowhouses on Union and Newbury Streets. 

Each u n i t of two rowhouses steps down about one foot because of the gradual 
slope of the streets- End chimneys are placed at the roof junctures of 
these double u n i t s , with a gabled dormer i n the forward slope of each i n d i ­
vidual roof. The entranceways, paired alternately i n the l e f t or r i g h t bays, 
have sidelights and glass transoms. Granite l i n t e l s are above the doorways 
as well as above the f i r s t and second f l o o r sash windows. 

The few minor modifications of the past 125 years do not a l t e r the archi­
t e c t u r a l unity of ytxe brick rowhouses. Sometime i n the lat e 19th century, 
bracketed Italianarce wooden hoods were mounted above the Garden Street door­
ways. At approximately the same time p l a i n bracketed hoods were added to 
the Orchard Street homes. Other than the hoods, only two houses with en­
larged dormers, one with two-story brick bays and four with an additional 
story a l t e r the o r i g i n a l design of the 34 dwellings. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Mechanics Block, comprised o r i g i n a l l y of 50 two-story rowhouses, ex­
emplifies the_history of Lawrence's working people. From the founding of 
i n d u s t r i a l Lawrence by the Essex Company i n 1847, these single family dwell­
ings accommodated the artisans and laborers, both natives and immigrants, 
who worked i n Lawr.ence" s t e x t i l e m i l l s . 

These siibstantially unaltered rowhouses are excellent examples of New Eng­
land factory._-dwellings. The proposed Historic D i s t r i c t includes 34 units 
facing Orchard Street and Garden Street. The Mechanics Block, plus other 
boarding houses, three m i l l s , a 35' dam across the Merrimack River, and a 
canal, were b u i l t by the Essex Company i n the late_1840's. I n 1853 the 
Essex Company sold the Mechanics Block to i t s a f f i l i a t e , the Lawrence Machine: 
Company. I n keeping with Essex Company paternalism, the deed required that 
the rowhouses be used exclusively for the s k i l l e d craftsmen employed at the 
Lawrence Machine Company. I t also prohibited any sale of the Mechanics 
Block independent of the entire plant and stipulated t h a t , i f not properly 
maintained, the property wouT,a revert to Essex Company care. This not only 
entailed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r public health but also required that no one use 
the buildings f o r private commercial purposes. 

The Machine Company reserved the rowhouses for the aristocrats of i t s l a ­
bor force. These predominately English, Scottish and native American over­
seers, carpenters, mechanics and boilermakers worked on the locomotives, 
steam engines and McKay sewing machines produced i n the Machine Company's 
nearby factory- Each of the 34 dwellings rented f o r $80 annually. 

The 1857 depress/on, labor shortages and outstanding b i l l s bankrupted the 
Lawrence Machine^ompany- By 1859 the Everett M i l l s had purchased the com­
pany. Like i t s predecessor, the Everett M i l l s reserved the Mechanics Block 
for i t s highly s k i l l e d craftsmen- As the new c i t y grew int o a major t e x t i l e 
center, native American, English, Scots and a few I r i s h workers occupied the 
Block. / / 
By 1875 the Everett j i i l l s and the Washingt^ M i l l s owned most of the block 

In keeping with t r a d i t i o n , the houses were used for s k i l l e d craftsmen. Since 
tiany of these people itere Irish-Americans, ethnic s o l i d a r i t y encouraged them 
bo stay i n the Mechanics Block, rather than move to newer homes i n other 
Darts of Lawrence. During the 1890's the Block housed the I r i s h , B r i t i s h 
and French workers, who comprised Lawrence's middle and lower middles class, 
i^lthough the Everett M i l l s owned ten of the houses along Orchard Street un-
b i l the 1930's, a l l the Washington M i l l s ' buildings were p r i v a t e l y owned by 
L896. ' 
As Lawrence entered the 20th century, Irish-Americans dominated the Mech­

anics Block. Service rather than managerial personnel became the largest 
(continued) 
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8. Significance 

MECHANICS BLOCK, LAWRENCE (cont.) 

occupational group. By 1917, the neighborhood was well on the way to be­
coming the Italian-American community i t i s today. Occupationally, increasing­
l y large numbers of manual laborers l i v e d i n the Mechanics Block. When urban 
renewal reaches the area, the Mechanics Block w i l l r e t a i n i t 19th century 
function, the l i v i n g place for Lawrence's workers, with the rowhouses an i n ­
te g r a l part of a community of rehab i l i t a t e d and newly constructed u n i t s . 
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[1. HAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

"Mechanics Block Historic D i s t r i c t COMMON; 

Mechanics Block A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

#107-139 Garden Street, #6-38 Orchard Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Lawrence 

CO 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 025 
COUNTY: 

Essex 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

Supplementary material - street map of Historic D i s t r i c t 
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1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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6^ / ^ ^ec^reio/^ 

3 Jo^ f/lt^ee/ 
40 Beacon Street 

oiton, ^aii. 02^08 

October 18, 1972 

Registration and Nominations Branc^ 
National Register of Historic Pla^ 
Room 3207 - A 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 • , w\ 

RECEIVED 
OCT 24 1972 

NATIONAL CERTIFIED MAIL 
REGISTER^ 

Attention: Mrs. Sally Marusin 

Dear Mrs. Marusin: * 

Enclosed are National Register submissions f o r : .^'i, .' 

1. Essex County, Lawrence, Mechanics Block H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

2. Franklin County, Berkshire County, Charlemont, Florida, Savoy,  
Mohawk T r a i l 

These have been declared e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F.X. Davoren, Chairman of the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission and designated the State Liason 
Officer. 

Sincerely yours. 

Robert B. Rettig l | 
Executive Director, ^ 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Enc. 
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City Hall ! Salem 

Essex Ccninty 

Berkshire Coanty Ifecivanic? niock Kistwic District lawcenca 
Esstes: Ctwnty 

Howe V111»«T<? Blstcrio District Bojtford 
EBSGX. County 

ClAflin-RicharAi? n<?ua« 

Hohawlc ^Trail 

Port Viashlngton 

Wenhaa 
Essex Cotmty , 

vicinities of Charlewont, Florida,and 
Savoy . 

Berkeloire iwd Franklin Coxuities 

Caratridga 
KiadlesGX County . 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward H. Kennedy 
lien, E'::v.:ird W. Trooke 
lion. Michael J , Korringtcm 
itoa. Silvio 0. Cor.to 
J5on, Fs.ul Cronin 
Eon. TliOKcc P. O'fTeill, J r . 

Stat© Historic Preecrvation Officer 
Hon. JoSsn P. X. Davoren 
eecretcry of tlia Ccfrr^ocwjalth 
Ciiairp.an, Kisaachuoetts aiatorical 

Co-zsrj.ission • . . • • -f 
40 Baacon Street 
Boston* Haseacl̂ tusetts O2109 


