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fhe Mechanics Block, 34 two-story brick rowhouses, faces Orchard Street on
the north and Garden Street on t hesouth, i n Lawence, Mass. Each housei s
Jidiree bays wide and has a small fenced-in garden area i nfront; 14' wide
backyards now contain two-story wooden ells. An alley, running fromeastto
west inthecenter of theblock, divides these properties. Second and third
alleys, at right angles tothecenter one, runnorthto Orchard Street and
south t o Garden Street on both t heeast and west boundaries of theHistoric
District, separating i tfromt herowhouses on Union and Newbury Streets.

Each unit of two rowhouses steps down about one foot because of t he gradual
slope of thestreets- End chimeys areplaced at t heroof juncturesof

these double units, with a gabled dornmer i ntheforward slope of each indi-
vidual roof. The entranceways, paired alternately i ntheleft or right bays,
have sidelights and glass transons. Granite lintels are above t he doorways
as wel | as above thefirst and second floor sash w ndows.

The fewm nor modificationsof thepast 125 years do not alter thearchi-
tectural unity of ytxe brick rowhouses. Sonmetime i nthelate 19th century,
bracketed Italianarce wooden hoods were nounted above t he Garden Street door-
ways. At approximately thesane time plain bracketed hoods were addedt o
the Orchard Street homes. Other than t hehoods, only two houses with en-

| arged dormers, one with two-story brick bays and four with an additional
story alter theoriginal design of the 34 dwellings.
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The Mechanics Block, comprised originally of 50 two-story rowhouses, ex-
emplifies the history of Lawence's working people. Fromthefounding of
industrial Lawence by t heEssex Conpany i n1847, these single famly dwell-
ings accomodated t heartisans and | aborers, both natives and imm grants,
who worked in Law.ence" s textile mills.

These siibstantially unaltered rowhouses are excellent exanples of New Eng-
|and factory. -dwellings. The proposed Historic District includes 34 units
facing Orchard Street and Garden Street. The Mechanics Block, plus other
boarding houses, three mills, a 35 damacross theMerrimck River, and a
canal, were built by theEssex Conpany inthelate 1840's. 1 n 1853 the
Essex Conpany sold t heMechanics Block toitsaffiliate, thelLawence Mchine:
Conpany. | nkeeping with Essex Conpany paternalism thedeed required that
the rowhouses be used exclusively for theskilled craftsmen enployed at the
Lawr ence Machine Conpany. |t also prohibitedany sale of t heMechanics
Bl ock independent of t heentire plant and stipulated that, i f notproperly
mai ntai ned, the property wouT,a revert t o Essex Conpany care. This not only
entailed responsibility for public health but also required that no one use
the buildings for private comercial purposes.

The Machi ne Conpany reserved t herowhouses for thearistocrats of its |a-
bor force. These predom nately English, Scottish and native American over-
seers, carpenters, mechanics and boilermkers worked on t he | ocomotives,
st eam engi nes and MKay sew ng machi nes produced i nthe Machi ne Conpany's
nearby factory- Each of the 34 dwellings rented for $80 annually.

The 1857 depress/on, |abor shortages and outstanding bills bankrupted t he
Law ence Machi nefonpany- By 1859 t heEverett Mills had purchased t he com
pany. Like itspredecessor, theEverett Mills reserved theMechanics Block
for itshighly skilled craftsmen- As thenewcity grewinto a major textile
center, native American, English, Scots and a fewlrish workers occupied the
Bl ock. / /

By 1875 t heEverettjiills and t heWashi ngt™ Mills owned nost of t he block
In keeping with tradition, thehouses were used for skilled craftsmen. Since
tiany of these people itere Irish-Americans, ethnic solidarity encouraged them
ho stay i nt heMechanics Block, rather than rmove t o newer homes in other
Darts of Lawence. During the 1890's t heBlock housed thelrish, British
and French workers, who conprised Lawence's mddle and |ower m ddles class,
i“though t heEverett Mills owied ten of t hehouses along Orchard Street un-
bil thel930's, al | theWashington Mills' buildings were privately owned by
L896. '

As Lawence entered the20th century, Irish-Americans dom nated t he Mech-
anics Block. Service rather than managerial personnel became the |argest

(continued)
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8. Significance

occupational group. By 1917, t heneighborhood was well onthewayt o be-
coming theltalian-American commnity i ti stoday. Occupationally, increasing-
l'y large nunbers of manual |aborers lived i nt heMechanics Block. Wen urban
renewal reaches thearea, theMechanics Block will retain i t 19th century
function, theliving place for Lawence's workers, with t herowhouses an i n-
tegral part of a conmunity of rehabilitated and newly constructed units.
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40 Beacon Street

Oct ober 18, 1972

Regi stration and Nom nations Branc”
National Register of Historic Pla” REEVD

Room 3207 - A QT 24 1972
1100 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005 -« , wh  NATIONAL CERTIFIED MAIL
REGISTERN
Attention: Ms. Sally Marusin
Dear M's. Marusin: *
Encl osed ar e National Register subm ssions for: A,
1. Essex County, Lawence, Mechanics Block Historic District

2. Franklin County, Berkshire County, Charlemont, Florida, Savoy,
Mohavwk Trail

These have been declared eligible for subm ssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Conmission, theState Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonweal th, John F. X Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion and designated t he State Liason
Officer.

Sincerely yours.

Robert B. Rettig I
Executive Director, n
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Enc.
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lien, E:v.ird W. Trooke eecretcry of tlia Ccfrrocwjalth
lion. Michad J, Korringtcm Ciiairp.an, Kisaachuoetts aiatorical
itoa. Silvio 0. Corito Cozgj.isHon o ..oof
Json, Fsul Cronin 40 Baacon Street

Eon. TIliOKec P. O'fTeill, Jr. Bogon* Hasead”tusetts O2109



