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DESCRIBE TH

E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Huerfano County Court House was designed b nderson
of Pueblo for#onstruction of coursed stone on a concrete
foundation. The two-story building is symetrical in plan
with a central pedimented wing extending 8 feet to either
side on the north and south facades. The hipped roof is
intersected on the rear facade by a matching pedimented
gable, A .90-foot square tower extemsion, surmounted by

a pyramidal roof and finial, rises from the center of

the main facade., Romanesque arches are used predominately
at second floor level suggesting, to gether with the
visual heaviness of the building, an adaptation of the
Romanesque style so popular in Colorado commerc1al
architecture at the beginning of the 20th century. An
open porch, . supported by*stone cclumns, forms a balcony

at second floor level in the tower section.

The two-story, coursed stone jail, adjacent to the . Court
House building, features a square tower centered on the
main facade rising to a crested, hipped roof. The
building is copstructed on a T-plan/with\axLﬁﬁspgd
hipped roof. / /\ S RN
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Huerfano County was created by the First Territorial Legislature
in 1861 with the settlement of Autobees Plaza designated as county
seat, Later, the town of Badito was selected as county seat and in
1874, the county seat was again moved, this time to Walsenburg, a
colorful more promising settlement incorporated in 1873 on the site of
La Plaza de los Leones, a primitive Hispano settlement. ’

The Huerfano County Courthouse was built at Walsenburg 30 years
later during a sudden period of prosperity resulting from accelerated
coal mining activity in the area. As new mines opened, railroad
spurs were built to serve the mines, new jobs were created and the
economy was improved., Construction of an imposing new county court
house, at the cost of $35,000, served as a strong expression of both
optimism and pride, which in turn inspired a general building boom
throughout the area, The Huerfano County Courthouse stands 70 years
later as a still-imposing Walsenburg architectural landmark symbolic
of civic pride and reminiscent of an exciting period of regional
prosperity.
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Court House."

Huerfano Independent, January 26, 1904.
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Susan A, Nieminen,, Assistant to the Director -
ORGANIZATION DATE
State Historical Society of Colorado 27 March 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
200 Fourteenth Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cobE
Denver Colorado 08

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

Local [X

National [] State []
Name W

Steﬁ%en H. Hart

TitleColorado State Liaison Officer

Dpate March 29, 1973

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Director, Office of Archeology and Hiftofic Preservation

f/ﬁ/ )3

ATTEST:

GPO 931.894

43S

SNOILONYLSNI



