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1. Town F a l l River, Mass, 

Address 

Name 

252 High Street 
401 Cherry Street 

W, C, Davol, Jr, House 

Present use Residence 

Present owner P a t r i c i a s Robert Desrosiers 

3. Description: Large 2'a-story w/steep mansard 

Date 1876 

Source Water Dept, Records 

Style Stick Style 

Architect A t t r i b u t e d to Hartwell & Swazey 

Exterior wail fabric Clapboard w/stickwork 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features S^^^P s la te mansard, copper 
coping & f i n i a i s , trussed entrance 
porch, o r i g i n a l doors 

Altered 

Moved 

Date_ 

Date 

5. Lot size: 6,466 sq. f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 80' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

... ..• 
6. Recorded by P a t r i c i a Giza/Pam Fox 

Organization FROHP • 

Date 2/17/81 

(over) 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

William C, Davol, J r , 

10. 

Residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion ' -y 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
The Wm, C. Davol, J r , House i s among the c i t y ' s f i n e s t examples of the picturesque 
Stick Style, which came i n t o use i n the 1870's and i s i d e n t i f i e d by the stickwork 
and cross bracing used to suggest or symbolize the unseen s t r u c t u r a l frame. The 
house has the char a c t e r i s t i c asymmetrical massing and i r r e g u l a r silhouette and 
retains i t s peaked entrance porch, o r i g i n a l carved double-leaved entrance doors, •̂ 
stained glass window, slate roof and copper coping and f i n i a i s . The i n t e r i o r i s 
r i c h l y embellished with Minton t i l e s and Eastlakian t r i m and sports an o r i g i n a l 
water-power elevator. 

Erected i n 1876, the house i s located on the fringe of the fashionable Highlands 
r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood j u s t outside the Highlands H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , By t r a d i t i o n , 
the design has been a t t r i b u t e d to Hartwell and Swazey, a Boston f i r m responsible f o r 
several Ruskinian Gothic structures erected i n F a l l River during t h i s period including 
the Academy Building, Central Congregational Church, and several f i r e stations, Henry 
Walker Hartwell (1833-1919) worked i n partnership with Albert E, Swazey, Jr, from 
1869 to 1877. Most of t h e i r commissions were i n areas south of Boston, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
F a l l River and v i c i n i t y . I n 1882 Hartwell formed a more l a s t i n g partnership with 
Wm. Cummings Richardson i n a f i r m which became one of the most popular i n Boston 
during the 1880's and 90's. 

The o r i g i n a l owner, Wm, C. Davol, Jr,, was the son of Wm, C. Davol, a major figure i n 
the development of the F a l l River t e x t i l e industry. The younger Davol was treasurer 
of the Davol M i l l , which was named for his father, and was also chief engineer of the 
Fire Department f o r the f i r s t two decades of the 20th century. He was well-known 
throughout New England f o r his s k i l l i n and knowledge of f i g h t i n g f i r e s and made 
several important inventions and improvements i n equipment. Adjacent to the house 
is Davol's former f i r e barn (now a residence) where he kept Fire Department equipment. 
As an outstanding example of the Stick Style and a major c i t y landmark, the Wm, C. Davol, 
Jr. House meets C r i t e r i a C of the National Register i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc.) "-y 

Atlas 1895 - Shown *' .f-.'''^ 'yy • 
1883 - Shown, W, C. Davol, Jr. ' • " f •,..''•. . , . \ - f f , 

'~..f ~ 1877 - Birdseye, shown , ' •.' '^A. ' '• \ *'"'-^ 'Y. 
1871 - Previous house, J, M. Dean shown : .' " 

Water Dept. - wm, C, Davol, Jr. 6-14-1876 - App, #1204 , 
Directory - 1878 - William C. Davol, J r . , treas. Davol M i l l s , also Chief Engineer, 

Fire Dept. h. 24 High, corner Cherry, previously at 20 Winter between 
Locust and Cherry " -v, 

P h i l l i p s ' History of F a l l River, Fascicle I I I • * 
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36. Durfee Mills 
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Kational Hegistev — 

Attest 

, National Eagistei /iteeper ^ ^ f j /pftolr...*,.^/^'-^^^^ 

Attest 
Sintered ir; tie , —-\ 
,:latlDnal Seglster f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^pd<A^.<.^^-^^p<^'-^ 

y^Y ^ A:. Attest 
'SifereH 1.. {'If. . —y 
National fiogisto./lci^per . ^ / ^ 5 ,'2<UA't.-<-*i^^^c.<..^^ 

2nicr*.d Y. t}-^ attest 
i^ational S e g l s t e r / ^ p ^ ^ 

- .,' \ '••̂  Attest 



NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 
• f Ml 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Davol, William C. Jr., House (Fall River MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working HTO. YA^Y^-A^ 

D«t« Du- y v r ^ - ^AyY^> 

_Actlo_n: ^-irl^CCEPT "^^A^A. 
r«submi»sion 
nomination by porson or local govornmont 
ownor ObJoction 
appoal 

Substantivo Roviow: sample roquost 

Entered in the RETURN. 
>T^tional ^^s'^'^Tejijgjg^.j. 

Fodoral Agoncy: 

appeal NR decision 

Roviowor's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Rev lewr 

Discipline 
D a t o _ _ _ _ _ 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination roturned for: .technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n o r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7m P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

9pmmMc *mtmm M M a r A r s M t M i 

M a t w M i i t •< t l t w H l o M O (In • • • • p a r a a r a ^ ) 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas ; 

checked 
relat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t eg r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

A 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

UMT Rafarencas 

<aacr4ptlew and juo t t f i ce l ion 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Th* •valuaMd l ignmcanc* of thtt proparty within ttM aUM l«: 

national atala local 

t Iata HIatortc Praaarvatlon Otficar aignatura 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t i ons concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t a c h e d sheet 
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